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 CHAPTER 1 
           
 GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS 
 APPLICABLE TO THE ENTIRE CITY CODE 
 INCLUDING PENALTY FOR VIOLATION 
 
 SECTION 1.01.  APPLICATION.  The provisions of this Chapter shall be applicable to 
all the chapters, sections, subdivisions, paragraphs and provisions in the City Code, and the City 
Code shall apply to all persons and property within the City of Morris, Minnesota, and within 
such adjacent area as may be stated in specific provisions. 
 
 SEC. 1.02.  DEFINITIONS.  Unless the language or context clearly indicates that a 
different meaning is intended, the following words, terms and phrases, for the purpose of every 
chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph and provision of this City Code, shall have the following 
meanings and inclusions:  
 
  Subd. 1.  "City" means the City of Morris, Minnesota, acting by or through its 
duly authorized representative. 
 
  Subd. 2.  "Council" and "City Council" mean the City Council of the City of 
Morris, Minnesota.  
 
  Subd. 3.  "City Manager" means the person duly appointed by the City Council 
and acting in such capacity. 
 
  Subd. 4.  "Person" includes all firms, partnerships, associations, corporations 
and natural persons. 
 
  Subd. 5.  "Written" and "In Writing" mean any mode of representing words 
and letters in the English language. 
 
  Subd. 6.  "Street" means the entire area dedicated to public use, or contained in 
an easement or other conveyance or grant to the City, and shall include, but not be limited to, 
roadways, boulevards, sidewalks, alleys, and other public property between lateral property lines 
in which a roadway lies. 
 
  Subd. 7.  "Public Property" and "Public Place" mean any place, property or 
premises dedicated to public use, owned by the City, occupied by the City as a lessee, or 
occupied by the City as a street by reason of an easement, including, but not limited to, streets, 
parks or parking lots so owned or occupied. 
 
  Subd. 8.  "Private Property" means all property not included within the 
definition of public property or public place. 
 
 
 § 1.02 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

2 

  Subd. 9.  "Intersection" means the area embraced within the prolongation or 
connection of the lateral curb line or, if no curb, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways 
or streets which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles or the area within which 
vehicles traveling upon different streets joining at any other angle may come in conflict. 
 
  Subd. 10.  "Roadway" means that portion of a street improved, designed, or 
ordinarily used for vehicular travel.  In the event a street includes two or more separate 
roadways, the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not 
to all such roadways collectively. 
 
  Subd. 11.  "Police Officer" and "Peace Officer" mean every officer, including 
special police, authorized to direct or regulate traffic, keep the peace, and appointed or employed 
for the purpose of law enforcement. 
 
  Subd. 12.  "Misdemeanor" means the crime for which a sentence of not more 
than ninety (90) days or a fine of not more than $700.00, or both, may be imposed. 
 
  Subd. 13.  "Petty Misdemeanor" means an offense, which does not constitute a 
crime, and for which a sentence of a fine of not more than $200.00 may be imposed. 
 
  Subd. 14.  "Conviction" means either of the following accepted and recorded by 
the Court: 
 
   A.  A plea of guilty; or, 
   B.  A verdict of guilty by a jury or a finding of guilty by the Court. 
 
  Subd. 15.  "Crime" means conduct which is prohibited by ordinance and for 
which the actor may be sentenced to imprisonment or fine. 
 
  Subd. 16.  "Ordinance" means an ordinance duly adopted by the City Council 
of Morris, Minnesota. 
 
  Subd. 17.  "Ex-Officio Member" means a person who is not counted for the 
purpose of determining a quorum, and has no right to vote, but shall have the right and 
obligation (within his/her discretion) to speak to any question coming before the board, 
commission or other deliberative body of which s/he is such member. 
 
  Subd. 18.  "May" is permissive. 
 
  Subd. 19.  "Shall" is mandatory. 
 
 
 
 § 1.02 
 
  Subd. 20.  "Violate" includes failure to comply with. 
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  Subd. 2l.  "Premises" means any lot, piece or parcel of land within a continuous 
boundary whether publicly or privately owned, occupied or possessed. 
 
 SEC. 1.03.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR A PETTY MISDEMEANOR. 
Every person violates a chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this City Code 
when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such 
failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished 
as for a misdemeanor, or as for a petty misdemeanor, except as otherwise stated in specific 
provisions herein, as set forth in the specific chapter in which the section, subdivision, paragraph 
or provision violated appears.  Upon conviction for a crime, the actor may be convicted of either 
the crime charged if it is a misdemeanor, or a petty misdemeanor as an included offense 
necessarily proved if the misdemeanor charge were proved, together with additional costs levied 
for the costs of prosecution. 
 
 SEC. 1.04.  OTHERWISE UNLAWFUL.  The City Code does not authorize an act or 
omission otherwise prohibited by law. 
 
 SEC. 1.05.  SEVERABILITY.  Every chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or 
provision of the City Code shall be, and is hereby declared, severable from every other such 
chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or provision and if any part or portion of any of them 
shall be held invalid, it shall not affect or invalidate any other chapter, section, subdivision, 
paragraph or provision. 
 
 SEC. 1.06.  PAYMENT INTO CITY TREASURY OF FINES AND PENALTIES.  
All fines, forfeitures and penalties recovered by the City for the violation of any ordinance, 
charter, rule or regulation of the City shall be paid into the City Treasury by the Court or officer 
thereof receiving such monies.  Payment shall be made in the manner, at the time, and in the 
proportion provided by law. 
 
 SEC. 1.07.  MEANINGS.  As used in this City Code, words of either gender shall 
include both genders, and the singular shall include the plural and the plural shall include the 
singular. 
 
 SEC. 1.08.  CODE CITATION.  This codification of the ordinances of the City of 
Morris shall henceforth be known as the City Code and cited thus:  "CITY CODE, SEC. 
______." 
      
 SEC. 1.09.  PENALTIES FOR EACH OFFENSE.  When a penalty or forfeiture is 
provided for the violation of a chapter, section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this City 
Code, such penalty or forfeiture shall be construed to be for each such violation. 
 
 § 1.10 
 
 SEC. 1.10.  TITLES.  A title or caption to or in any chapter, section, subdivision, 
subparagraph or other provision of the City Code is for convenience only and shall not limit, 
expand, or otherwise alter or control the content, wording or interpretation thereof. 
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 SEC. 1.11.  REFERENCE TO A PUBLIC OFFICIAL.  Wherever an appointed public 
official is referred to in the City Code, the reference shall include such public official or his/her 
designee. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 1.12 through 1.99, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 5 through 9 reserved) 
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 CHAPTER 2 
 
 ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
 SECTION 2.0l.  AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE.  Pursuant to authority granted by 
Charter, this Chapter of the City Code is enacted so as to set down for enforcement the 
government and good order of the City by and through the Council. 
 
 SEC. 2.02.  COUNCIL MEETINGS.  Regular meetings of the Council shall be held 
twice a month at a time established by resolution of the Council at the organizational meeting in 
January of each year.  The place of such meeting shall be in the Council Chambers in the Senior 
Citizens/Community Center unless otherwise designated by action of the Council.  Special and 
adjourned meetings shall also be held in the Council Chambers.  In the event that any regular 
meeting falls on a holiday, election day, or the precinct caucus day set by State Statute, the 
meeting shall be held on an alternate date to be set by the Council. 
 
 SEC. 2.03.  SPECIAL MEETINGS.  Special meetings of the Council may be called by 
the Mayor or by any two other members of the Council by writing filed with the City Manager 
stating the time, place and purpose of the meeting.  Notice of a special meeting shall be given by 
the City Manager to each member of the Council by mailing a copy of such filing to all members 
who did not sign or issue the call at least three (3) days prior to the time stated therein, or by 
personal service at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the projected time of meeting.  Special 
meetings may be held without prior written notice to the Council when all Council members are 
present at the meeting or consent thereto in writing.  Any such consent shall be filed with the 
City Manager prior to the beginning of the meeting.  Any special meeting attended by all 
Council members shall be a valid meeting for the transaction of any business that may come 
before the meeting.  Meetings of the Council which are adjourned from time-to-time shall not be 
subject to the foregoing notice requirements; nor shall special meetings which, in the judgment 
of the Council, require immediate consideration to meet an emergency require such notice, but 
may be called by telephone communication or any other expeditious means.  Notice to the public 
and to news media shall be given as required by statute. 
 
 SEC. 2.04.  COUNCIL PROCEDURE AT REGULAR MEETINGS.  The Council 
shall, by resolution, at the first regular meeting of each year adopt such rules of procedure as the 
Council may deem necessary. 
 
 SEC. 2.05.  RIGHT TO ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL.  If any person shall be 
aggrieved by any administrative decision of the City Manager, any other elected or appointed 
City official or employee, or any Board or Commission not having within its structure an 
appellate procedure, such aggrieved person is entitled to a full hearing before the Council upon 
serving a written request therefor upon the Mayor and City Manager at least five (5) days prior 
to any regular Council meeting.  Such request shall contain a general statement setting forth the 
administrative decision to be challenged by the appellant.  At such hearing the appellant  
 
 
 § 2.05 
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may present any evidence s/he deems pertinent to the appeal, but the City shall not be required to 
keep a verbatim record of the proceedings.  The Mayor, or other officer presiding at the hearing, 
may, in the interest of justice or to comply with time requirements and on his/her own motion or 
the motion of the appellant, the City Manager, or a member of the Council, adjourn the hearing 
to a more convenient time or place, but such time or place shall be fixed and determined before 
adjournment so as to avoid the necessity for formal notice of reconvening.  The Council shall 
issue a formal determination within 30 days of completion of such hearing and/or submission of 
written arguments. 
 
 SEC. 2.06.  RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR APPEALS AND OTHER HEARINGS.  
The Council may adopt by resolution certain written rules of procedure to be followed in all 
administrative appeals and other hearings to be held before the Council or other bodies 
authorized to hold hearings and determine questions therein presented.  Such rules of procedure 
shall be effective thirty (30) days after adoption and shall be for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining order and decorum in the proceedings. 
 
 SEC. 2.07.  FACSIMILE SIGNATURES.  The City Manager and Finance Director are 
hereby authorized to request a depository of City funds to honor an order for payment when such 
instrument bears a facsimile of his/her signature, and to charge the same to the account 
designated thereon or upon which it is drawn, as effectively as though it were his/her manually 
written signature.  Such authority is granted only for the purpose of permitting such officers an 
economy of time and effort. 
 
 SEC. 2.08.  ACCOUNTS, CLAIMS OR DEMANDS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Generally.  Except as to an annual salary, fees of jurors or witnesses 
fixed by law, or wages or salaries of employees which have been fixed on an hourly, daily, 
weekly or monthly basis by the Council and which by law are authorized to be paid on a payroll 
basis, any account, claim or demand against the City which can be itemized in the ordinary 
course of business, the Council shall not audit or allow the claim until the person claiming 
payment, or his/her agent, reduces it to writing. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Discretionary Exception.  The Council may, in its discretion, allow a 
claim prepared by the City Manager prior to such declaration by the claimant if the declaration is 
made on the check by which the claim is paid. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Declaration on Check.  The declaration provided shall be printed on 
the reverse side of the check, above the space for endorsement thereof by the payee, as follows:  
"The undersigned payee, in endorsing this check, declares that the same is received in payment 
of a just and current claim against the governmental unit named on front of check, and that no 
part of it has heretofore been paid."  When endorsed by the payee named in the  
 
 
 § 2.08 
 
check, such statement shall operate and shall be deemed sufficient as the required declaration of 
claim. 
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  Subd. 4.  Signing Checks.  All checks shall be signed by the Finance Director 
and City Manager. 
 
 SEC. 2.09.  CITY MANAGER.  The position of City Manager is hereby established.  
The duties of the City Clerk shall be performed by the City Manager. 
 
 SEC. 2.10.  FINANCE DIRECTOR. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Position Created.  The position of Finance Director is hereby created. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Delegation of Duties.  All of the bookkeeping duties of the City 
Manager are hereby delegated to the Finance Director. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Bond.  The Finance Director shall furnish a fidelity bond conditioned 
on the faithful exercise of his or her duties.  In lieu of such individual bond the Council may 
provide for a blanket bond, furnished by a surety company authorized to transact business in the 
State of Minnesota, and covering the position and duties of the Finance Director.  Premiums on 
either of such bonds shall be paid from City funds. 
 
 SEC. 2.11.  DEPUTY CITY CLERK. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Position Established.  The position of Deputy City Clerk is hereby 
established. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Delegation of Duties.  The duties of the Deputy City Clerk, as may be 
determined from time to time, are hereby delegated by the City Manager acting as the City 
Clerk. 
 

SEC. 2.12.  INTERIM EMERGENCY SUCCESSION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  Due to the existing possibility of a natural disaster requiring 
a declaration of a state of emergency, it is found urgent and necessary to insure the continuity of 
duly elected and lawful leadership of the City to provide for the continuity of the government 
and the emergency interim succession of key governmental officials by providing a method for 
temporary emergency appointments to their offices. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Succession to Local Offices.  In the event of a natural disaster 
affecting the vicinity of the City, the Mayor, Council and City Manager shall be forthwith 
notified by any one of said persons and by any means available to gather at the City Hall.  In the 
event that safety or convenience dictate, an alternative place of meeting may be designated.  
Those gathered shall proceed as follows: 

§ 2.12 
 
   A.  By majority vote of those persons present, regardless of number, they 
shall elect a Chairman and Secretary to preside and keep minutes, respectively. 
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   B.  They shall review and record the specific facts relating to the natural 
disaster and injuries to persons or damage to property already done, or the imminence thereof. 
 
   C.  They may, based on such facts, declare a state of emergency. 
 
   D.  By majority vote of those persons present, regardless of number, they 
shall fill all positions on the Council, (including the office of Mayor) of those persons upon 
whom notice could not be served or who are unable to be present.         
 
   E.  Such interim successors shall serve until such time as the duly elected 
official is again available and returns to his/her position, or the state of emergency has passed 
and a successor is designated and qualifies as required by law, whichever shall occur first. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Duties of the Interim Emergency Council.  The Interim Emergency 
Council shall exercise the powers and duties of their offices, and appoint other key government 
officials to serve during the emergency. 
 
 SEC. 2.13.  ISSUANCE OF CITATIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Except as otherwise provided by statute, only a peace officer or 
part-time peace officer may: 
 
   A.  Ask a person receiving a citation to give a written promise to appear in 
court; or 
   B.  Take a person into custody as permitted by statute. 
 
  Subd. 2.  The following City employees may issue citations in lieu of arrest or 
continued detention for violations of the City Code, provided that any citation issued must be co-
signed by the City Manager. 
 
   A.  Peace Officers and Part-time Peace Officers. 
   B.  Community Service Officers. 
   C.  Zoning Administrator. 
   D.  Building Inspector. 
   E.  Public Works Director. 
   F.  Utility Director. 
 
 
 
 
 § 2.13 
 
  Subd. 3.  Notwithstanding Subd. 2, above, Community Service Officers may 
issue citations without a co-signature for violations of the City Code relating to dogs running-at-
large, dog licenses and tags. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
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     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 SEC. 2.14.  SALARIES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS.  Salaries of the 
Mayor and Council Members are hereby fixed as follows, which amounts are deemed  
reasonable: 
 
  Subd. l.  The annual salary of the Mayor shall be $7,000.00 
 
  Subd. 2.  The annual salary of each Council Member shall be $6,000.00. 
 
      Source:  Ordinance #111, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date: 01-01-19 
 
 SEC. 2.15.  WORKER'S COMPENSATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Contractors.  The City shall not enter into any contract for doing 
public work before receiving from all other contracting parties acceptable evidence of 
compliance with the worker's compensation insurance coverage requirement of Minnesota 
Statutes. 
 
  Subd. 2.  City Officers.  All officers of the City and members of the City 
Council shall be included in the definition of "employee" as defined in Minnesota Statutes 
relating to coverage for purposes of worker's compensation entitlement. 
 
  
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 2.16 through 2.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 15 through 19 reserved) 
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 SEC. 2.30.  DEPARTMENTS GENERALLY. 
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  Subd. 1.  Appointment.  Appointment of Department heads and employees are 
made by the City Manager.  All appointments shall be for an indeterminate term. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Compensation.  All wage and salary scales shall be fixed and 
determined by the Council. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Table of Organization and Lines of Responsibility.  The Council 
may by resolution adopt, amend, and from time to time revise, a Table of Organization and 
define lines of responsibility and authority for the efficient governmental organization of the 
City.   
 
  Subd. 4.  Budgetary Information.  The Heads of all Departments shall, each 
year, file with the City Manager the projected financial needs of his/her Department for the 
ensuing year.  Such projections shall include information as to maintenance and operation of 
equipment, new equipment, personnel, and such other information as may be requested by the 
City. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Employment Application Criminal History Background Checks.  
The purpose and intent of this subdivision is to establish regulations that will allow law 
enforcement access to Minnesota’s Computerized Criminal History information for specified 
non-criminal purposes of employment background checks for positions described in paragraph 
A. below. 
 
   A.  Responsibility.  The Police Department is hereby required, as the 
exclusive entity within the City, to do a criminal history background investigation on the 
applicants for all regular part-time or full-time employees of the City of Morris. 
 
   B.  Conducting Investigations.  In conducting the criminal history 
background investigation in order to screen employment applicants, the Police Department is 
authorized to access data maintained in the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension’s 
Computerized Criminal History Information system in accordance with BCA policy.  Any data 
that is accessed and acquired shall be maintained at the Police Department under the care and 
custody of the chief law enforcement official or his or her designee.  A Summary of the results 
of the Computerized Criminal History data may be released by the Police Department to the City 
Council, the City Manager or other city staff involved in the hiring process. 
 
   C. Consent.  Before the investigation is undertaken, the applicant 
must authorize the Police Department by written consent to undertake the investigation.  The 
written consent must fully comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statute Chapter 13 
regarding the collection, maintenance and use of the information. 
 
   D. Rejection of Applicant.  Except for the positions set forth in  

§ 2.30 
 
Minnesota Statutes Section 364.09, the city will not reject an applicant for employment on the 
basis of the applicant’s prior conviction unless the crime is directly related to the position of 
employment sought and the conviction is for a felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor with 
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jail sentence.  If the City rejects the applicant’ request on this basis, the City shall notify the 
applicant in writing of the following: 
 
    1.  The grounds and reasons for the denial. 
    2.  The applicant complaint and grievance procedure set forth in 
Minnesota Statutes Section 364.06. 
    3.  The earliest date the applicant may reapply for employment. 
    4.  That all competent evidence of rehabilitation will be considered 
upon reapplication. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #95, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-27-13 
 
 SEC. 2.31.  POLICE DEPARTMENT.  A Police Department is hereby established.  
The Head of this Department shall be known as the Chief of Police.  The Chief of Police and all 
members of the Police Department shall have the powers and authority of police officers 
generally and shall perform such duties as are required of them by the Council or by law.  The 
Chief of Police shall have overall supervision and management of the Police Department and 
custody of all property used and maintained for the purposes of said Department.  The Chief of 
Police shall make and file such reports as may be required by the Council. 
 
 SEC. 2.32.  FIRE DEPARTMENT.  A Volunteer Fire Department under the control of 
the Council is hereby established.  The size, composition and remuneration shall all be 
established by resolution of the Council, which may be changed from time-to-time by 
subsequent resolution.  The members of the Department shall elect their own Chief, Assistant 
Chief, and other officers subject to confirmation and approval by the Council.  The Chief of the 
Fire Department shall have general superintendence of the Fire Department and the custody of 
all property used and maintained for the purposes of said Department.  The Chief of the Fire 
Department shall see that the same are kept in proper order and that all rules and regulations and 
all provisions of the laws of the State and ordinances of the City relative to a Fire Department 
and to the prevention and extinguishment of fires are duly observed.  The Chief of Fire 
Department shall superintend the preservation of all property endangered by fire and shall have 
control and direction of all persons engaged in preserving such property.  In case of the absence 
or disability of the Chief for any cause, the Assistant Chief shall exercise all the powers, perform 
all the duties and be subject to all the responsibilities of the Chief.  The Chief of the Fire 
Department shall make and file such reports as may be requested by the Council. 
 
 
  
 

§ 2.33 
 
 SEC. 2.33.  CITY ATTORNEY.  The Council shall appoint a City Attorney, who shall 
be Head of the Legal Department, together with such assistants as may be necessary who shall 
serve at the pleasure of the Council.  The City Attorney shall perform such duties as are required 
of him/her by law or referred to him/her by the Council.  It shall be the official duty of the City 
Attorney to act as "Revisor of Ordinances". 



(04-14-97) 
 

22 

 
 SEC. 2.34.  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.  A Public Works Department  is 
hereby established.  The Head of such Department shall be the Director of Public Works.  The 
City water, sewerage systems, streets, parks, refuse collection, shop and maintenance and airport 
shall be under the direct supervision of the Director and s/he shall be responsible for and have 
custody of all property of such Department.  The Director shall make and file such reports as 
may be required by the City Manager. 
 
 SEC. 2.35.  ZONING DEPARTMENT.  A Zoning Department is hereby established.  
The Head of such Department shall be the Building Official.  The Building Official shall make 
and file such reports as may be required by the City Manager. 
 
 SEC. 2.36.  FINANCE DEPARTMENT.  A Finance Department is hereby established.  
The Head of this Department shall be the Finance Director.  The Municipal Liquor Store and the 
Transit Division shall be under the direct supervision of the Finance Director.  It is the duty of 
the Finance Director to maintain complete and accurate records as to all financial matters of the 
City.  The Finance Director shall be responsible for preparing such budgetary and financial 
reports as the City Manager may from time to time require. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 2.37 through 2.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 2.50 
 
 SEC. 2.50.  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS GENERALLY.   Unless otherwise 
provided by other provisions of the City Code, all Board and Commission appointments 
authorized by ordinance or resolution shall be made by the Mayor or the Council, as the case 
may be, prior to the expiration of an existing term.  The term of each appointee shall be 
established and stated at the time of his/her appointment, and terms of present Board and 
Commission members may be reestablished and changed so as to give effect to this Section.  
New appointees shall assume office on the first day of the first month following their 
appointment and qualification, or on the first day of the first month following the expiration of 
the prior term and qualification, whichever shall occur last.  Provided, however, that all 
appointees to Board and Commissions shall hold office until their successor is appointed and 
qualified.  All vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for an expired term, but the 
appointment shall be effective immediately when made and only for the unexpired term.  No 
appointed Board or Commission member shall be an employee of the City except those who are 
members by virtue of their office.  All appointed Board and Commission members shall serve 
without remuneration, but may be reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses incurred in the 
performance of their duties when such expenses have been authorized by the City Manager 
before they were incurred.  The Chairman and the Secretary shall be chosen from and by the 
Board or Commission membership annually to serve for one year.  Provided, however, that no 
Chairman shall be elected who has not completed at least one year as a member of the Board or 
Commission.  Any Board or Commission member may be removed by the Council for 
misfeasance, malfeasance or non-feasance in office and his/her position filled as any other 
vacancy.  Absence of a Board or Commission member from three consecutive monthly meetings 
shall be considered an act of non-feasance in office and his/her position shall be declared vacant, 
unless waived by the Board or Commission Chairperson due to extenuating circumstances. Each 
Board and Commission shall hold its regular meeting at a time established and approved by the 
Council.  All members shall be residents of the City, except that one member of each Board or 
Commission may be a resident of Stevens County and non-resident of the City if the Council 
deems such arrangement more representative.  The City Manager shall be an ex officio member 
of all Boards and Commissions; provided, that if he is unable to attend a meeting or act in the 
capacity of such membership, he may be represented by his/her assistant or some person duly 
authorized by him.  Except as otherwise provided, this Section shall apply to all Boards and 
Commissions. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 29, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  07-15-00 
 
 SEC. 2.51.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT.  CODIFIER'S NOTE:  The 
Board of Zoning Adjustment is provided for in the Zoning Chapter (Chapter 11) of the City 
Code. 
 
 SEC. 2.52.  PLANNING COMMISSION.  A Planning Commission is hereby 
established.  The Planning Commission shall have such membership responsibilities and powers 
as delineated in the Zoning Chapter (Chapter 11) of the City Code. 
 

§ 2.53 
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 SEC. 2.53.  AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Establishment.  The Airport Advisory Board is hereby established.  It 
shall be composed of five regular members selected as follows: 
 
   A.  One member shall be a Council member. 
 
   B.  Two members shall be residents of the City. 
 
   C.  One member shall be a resident of the City or a resident of the rural 
areas within Stevens County, at the option of the Council. 
 
   D.  One member shall be a Stevens County Commissioner, designated by 
the Board of County Commissioners for Stevens County.  If the Board of County 
Commissioners does not designate a member of the Board within 90 days from the date of 
receipt of written notice informing the County of its option to designate a member, then the 
Mayor shall appoint this member. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Term.  The term of each member of the Airport Advisory Board shall 
be two years or until that person's successor is duly appointed and qualified. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Duties.  The Airport Advisory Board shall advise the Council on the 
overall operation, use and development of the Morris Municipal Airport and perform such other 
duties as may be specifically designated by the Council. 
 
 SEC. 2.54.  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Establishment and Composition.  An Economic Development 
Authority is hereby established.  The Authority Commissioners shall be composed of members 
of the Council. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Powers and Duties.  It shall be the responsibility of the Economic 
Development Authority to carry out economic and industrial development and redevelopment 
within the City in accordance with such general policies as may from time to time be established 
by the Council and pursuant to such by-laws as may be adopted by the Authority with approval 
of the Council.  The Authority shall have such powers as may be permitted by Minnesota 
Statutes. 
 
 SEC. 2.55.  HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. 
 
Section 2.55, Housing and Redevelopment Authority, is hereby repealed. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 108, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  02-27-18 
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 SEC. 2.56.  POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 
 
Section 2.56, Police Civil Service Commission, is hereby repealed. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 114, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  01-15-21 
 
 SEC. 2.57.  LIBRARY BOARD. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Establishment and Composition.  A Library Board composed of nine 
members, a minimum of seven of which shall be residents of the City, is hereby established. The 
remaining two members, at the discretion of the Mayor and Council, may be selected and 
appointed from eligible residents of Stevens County. All members of the Library Board shall 
serve staggered three-year terms.  All appointments for a full term shall be made by the Mayor 
with the approval of the Council, and a member may be removed in the same manner for 
misconduct or neglect.  Appointments to fill vacancies for an unexpired term shall be made by 
the Council.  No more than one Council member shall be a member of the Board.  Members 
shall receive no compensation for their services but may be reimbursed for actual and necessary 
travel expenses incurred in the discharge of Board duties and activities. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 32, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  09-23-00 
 
  Subd. 2.  Duties.  The duties of the Board are as follows: 
 
   A.  To annually elect from its membership a President, Secretary and such 
other officers as it deems necessary; adopt rules and regulations for the government of the 
library and conduct of its business; appoint a qualified Library Director and other staff as 
necessary, and remove them for cause.  
 
   B.  To pay into the City Treasury all money received for the library, and 
interest thereon, which shall be credited to the Library Fund and kept separate from the other 
money of the City, and paid out only upon approval of the Board. 

 
   C.  To have exclusive control of library grounds and rooms, and the 
construction of library buildings, and to lease rooms for library use if it finds such to be 
necessary or desirable. 
 
   D.  To annually report to the Council receipts and their sources, 
disbursements and for what purposes, the number of library materials on hand, purchased and 
loaned, and other information it deems advisable; and, to file such information with the 
Minnesota Department of Education not later than April l of each year. 
 

§ 2.57 
 
  Subd. 3.  Title to Property.  All property given, granted, conveyed, donated, 
devised, or bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by, the City for a library shall vest in, and be 
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held in the name of, the City, and any conveyance, grant, donation, devise, bequest or gift made 
to, or in the name of, the library or Library Board shall be deemed to have been made directly to 
the City. 
 
 SEC. 2.58.  PARK BOARD. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Establishment and Composition.  A Park Board is hereby established.  
The Board shall be composed of five members who shall serve staggered two-year terms.  In 
addition, the Public Works Director or his/her designee, a member of the Council and the 
Director of Community Education shall be appointed ex-officio members. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Powers and Duties.  The Park Board may establish written policies 
regarding the use of the City's park and recreational spaces.  Such policies once developed shall 
be subject to confirmation by the Council.  The policies shall include matters of scheduling, use 
rates, damage deposits, and the operation of concessions.  The Park Board shall have the power 
to make recommendations to the Council with regard to the development, improvement and 
maintenance of existing and proposed park facilities in the City.  On or before August 1 of each 
year, the Park Board shall submit to the City Manager proposals with regard to the public 
facility, 
development and improvement to be included in the budget for the upcoming year.  Those 
budget proposals shall be given due consideration by the City Manager in preparing the overall 
park budget.  The Park Board shall meet at least quarterly and at such other times as may be 
necessary. 
 
 SEC. 2.59.  TREE BOARD. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Establishment and Composition.  A Tree Board is hereby established 
which shall be composed of five members, residents and citizens of the City, who shall be 
appointed annually.  The Public Works Director shall be an ex-officio member of the Board and 
the City Forester shall serve as administrative staff to the Board. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Powers and Duties.  The Board shall study, investigate, counsel, 
develop and administer a written plan for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, 
removal or disposition of trees and shrubs, in parks, along streets and in other public areas.  The 
plans shall be presented to the Council, and following the review and approval by the Council 
shall constitute the official Tree Plan for the City.  The Board, when requested by the Council, 
shall consider, investigate, make findings, report and recommend upon any special matter or 
question coming within the scope of its work.  The Board shall have the following specific 
powers and duties: 
 
   A.  Determine and establish rules and regulations for the conduct of the 
Board as the members deem advisable; provided, however, that the rules and regulations shall 
not be in conflict with this Chapter or other City Code provisions, State or Federal law. 
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   B.  Recommend the adoption of rules, regulations and City Code 
provisions which it shall from time to time deem in the public interest, as most likely to enhance 
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and beautify the urban forest, and for the purposes of carrying out this Section. 
 
   C.  Recommend the broad matters of policy regarding the planting, 
maintenance and removal of trees and other vegetation on City property. 
 
   D.  Recommend policies for the review and approval of projects on 
private property where open space and/or landscaping is required as a condition for the 
development, and recommend policies for the enforcement of approved plans. 
 
   E.  Assist the Urban Forester in encouraging landscaping installation and 
maintenance on private property by providing information on the value of landscaping and on 
the proper planting and care of trees and other vegetation. 
 
   F.  Assist the Urban Forester in promoting appreciation of trees and the 
urban forest through an annual Arbor Day observance and other activities. 
 
   G.  Review those portions of the City budget allocated for the planting  
and care of trees and other vegetation, and advise the Council on the appropriateness of the 
funding levels. 
 
   H.  In all instances, serve as an advocate of the City's urban forest. 
 
  Subd. 3.  City Forester. 
 
   A.  Establishment.  The position of City Forester is hereby established.  
The Council may, in its sole discretion, assign the duties of City Forester to the Public Works 
Director. 
  
   B.  Duties.  The City Forester may recommend, and the Board may adopt, 
additional regulations to be known as the urban forestry standards and specifications proper and 
necessary to effectuate the urban forest management plan within the City providing reasonable 
guidance for planting and maintaining public trees.  Such rules and regulations may not be in 
conflict with any other law or City Code provision. 
 
 SEC. 2.60.  HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. 
 
Section 2.60, Human Rights Commission, is hereby repealed. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #108, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  02-27-18    
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 SEC. 2.61.  COMMUNITY EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL.  The Community 
Education Advisory Council is hereby established.  The Community Education Advisory 
Council shall have such membership and responsibilities as may be delineated in the joint 
powers agreement between the City and Morris Public School District No. 769, establishing the 
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community education program. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 SEC. 2.62.  RENTAL HOUSING COMMISSION 
 
Section 2.62, Rental Housing Commission, is hereby repealed. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #108, Series 3 
     Effective Date:  02-27-18 
  
 
 
 
 

(Sections 2.63 through 2.69, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 SEC. 2.70.  DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES, UNCLAIMED 
PROPERTY AND EXCESS PROPERTY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Disposal of Abandoned Motor Vehicles. 
 
   A.  Definitions. 
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    1.  The term “abandoned motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle as 
defined in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169, that has remained for a period of more than forty-
eight hours on public property illegally or lacking legal registration, vital component parts, or 
has remained for a period of more than forty-eight hours on private property without the consent 
of the person in control of such property, or in an inoperable condition such that is has no 
substantial potential further use consistent with its usual function unless it is kept in an enclosed 
garage or storage building.  It shall also mean a motor vehicle voluntarily surrendered by its 
owner to and accepted by the City.  A classic car or pioneer car, as defined in Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 168, shall be considered an abandoned motor vehicle within the meaning of 
this Section, even if it displays a collector plate.  Vehicles on the premises of junk yards or 
automobile graveyards, which are licensed and maintained in accordance with the City Code, 
shall not be considered abandoned motor vehicles within the meaning of this Section. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #105, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-15-15 
 
    2.  The term "vital component parts" means those parts of a motor 
vehicle that are essential to the mechanical functioning of the vehicle, including, but not limited 
to, the motor, drive train and wheels. 
 
   B.  Custody.  The City may take into custody and impound any 
abandoned motor vehicle. 
 
   C.  Notice. 
 
    1.  When an abandoned motor vehicle does not fall within the 
provisions of Subparagraph C of this Subdivision, the City shall give notice of the taking within 
ten days.  The notice shall set forth the date and place of the taking, the year, make, model and 
serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle, if such information can be reasonably obtained, 
and the place where the vehicle is being held, shall inform the owner and any lien holders of 
their right to reclaim the vehicle under Subparagraph E of this Subdivision, and shall state that 
failure of the owner or lien holder to exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle and contents shall 
be deemed a waiver by them of all rights, title and interest in the vehicle and a consent to the 
sale of the vehicle and contents at a public auction pursuant to Subparagraph F of this 
Subdivision. 
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    2.  The notice shall be sent by mail to the registered owner, if any, 
of the abandoned motor vehicle and to all readily identifiable lien holders of record.  If it is 
impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and address of the registered 
owner and all lien holders, the notice shall be published once in the official newspaper.  
Published notices may be grouped together for convenience and economy. 
 
   D.  Right to Reclaim. 
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    1.  The owner or any lien holder of an abandoned motor vehicle 
shall have a right to reclaim such vehicle from the City upon payment of all towing and storage 
charges resulting from taking the vehicle into custody within fifteen days after the date of the 
notice required by this Subdivision. 
 
    2.  Nothing in this Subdivision shall be construed to impair any 
lien of a garage keeper under the laws of this State, or the right of the lien holder to foreclose.  
For the purposes of this Subparagraph E "garage keeper" is an operator of a parking place or 
establishment, an operator of a motor vehicle storage facility, or an operator of an establishment 
for the servicing, repair or maintenance of motor vehicles. 
 
   E.  Public Sale.   
 
    1.  An abandoned motor vehicle and contents taken into custody 
and not reclaimed under Subparagraph E of this Subdivision shall be sold to the highest bidder at 
public auction or sale, following one notice published at least seven days prior to such auction or 
sale.  The purchaser shall be given a receipt in a form prescribed by the Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles which shall be sufficient title to dispose of the vehicle.  The receipt shall also entitle the 
purchaser to register the vehicle and receive a certificate of title, free and clear of all liens and 
claims of ownership.  Before such a vehicle is issued a new certificate of title, it must receive a 
motor vehicle safety check. 
 
    2.  From the proceeds of the sale of an abandoned motor vehicle, 
the City shall reimburse itself for the cost of towing, preserving and storing the vehicle, and all 
administrative, notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to this Subdivision.  Any 
remainder from the proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner of the vehicle or entitled lien 
holder for ninety days and then shall be deposited in the General Fund of the City. 
 
   F.  Contracts and Disposal. 
 
    1.  The City may contract with any qualified person for collection, 
storage, incineration, volume reduction, transportation or other services necessary to prepare 
abandoned motor vehicles and other scrap metal for recycling or other methods of disposal. 
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    2.  Where the City enters into a contract with a person duly 
licensed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the Agency shall review the contract to 
determine whether it conforms to the Agency's plan for solid waste disposal.  A contract that 
does so conform may be approved by the Agency.  Where a contract has been approved, the 
Agency may reimburse the City for the costs incurred under the contract which have not been 
reimbursed. 
 
    3.  If the City utilizes its own equipment and personnel for 
disposal of the abandoned motor vehicle, it shall be entitled to reimbursement for the cost 
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thereof along with its other costs as herein provided. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Disposal of Unclaimed Property. 
 
   A.  Definition.  The term "abandoned property" means tangible or 
intangible property that has lawfully come into the possession of the City in the course of 
municipal operations, remains unclaimed by the owner, and has been in the possession of the 
City for at least sixty days. 
 
   B.  Preliminary Notice.  If the City Manager knows the identity and 
whereabouts of the owner, s/he shall serve written notice upon him or her at least thirty days 
prior to a declaration of abandonment by the Council.  If the City acquired possession from a 
prior holder, the identity and whereabouts of whom are known by the City Manager notice shall 
also be served upon him or her.  Such notice shall describe the property and state that unless it is 
claimed and proof of ownership, or entitlement to possession established, the matter of declaring 
it abandoned property will be brought to the attention of the Council after the expiration of thirty 
days from the date of such notice. 
 
   C.  Notice and Sale.  The City Manager shall publish a notice thereof 
describing the same, together with the names (if known) and addresses (if known) of prior 
owners and holders thereof, and including a brief description of such property.  The text of such 
notice shall also state the time, place and manner of sale of all such property, except cash and 
negotiables.  Such notice shall be published once at least three weeks prior to sale.  Sale shall be 
made to the highest bidder at public auction or sale conducted in the manner directed by the 
Council in its resolution declaring property abandoned and stated in the notice. 
 
   D.  Fund and Claims Thereon.  All proceeds from such sale shall be 
paid into the General Fund of the City and expenses thereof paid therefrom.  The former owner, 
if s/he makes claim within eight months from the date of publication of the notice herein 
provided, and upon application and satisfactory proof of ownership, may be paid the amount of 
cash or negotiables or, in the case of property sold, the amount received therefor, less a pro rata 
share of the expenses of storage, publication of notice, and sale expenses, but without interest.  
Such payment shall be also made from the General Fund. 
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  Subd. 3.  Disposal of Excess Property. 
 
   A.  Declaration of Surplus and Authorizing Sale of Property.  The 
City Manager may, from time to time, recommend to the Council that certain personal property 
(chattels) owned by the City is no longer needed for a municipal purpose and should be sold.  By 
action of the Council, said property shall be declared surplus, the value estimated and the City 
Manager authorized to dispose of said property in the manner stated herein.   
 
   B.  Surplus Property With a Total Estimated Value of Less than 
$100.00.  The City Manager may sell surplus property with a total value of less than $100.00 
through negotiated sale. 



(04-14-97) 
 

43 

 
   C.  Surplus Property With a Total Estimated Value Between $100.00 
and $500.00.  The City Manager shall offer for public sale, to the highest bidder, surplus 
property with a total estimated value of from $100.00 to $500.00.  Notice of such public sale 
shall be given stating time and place of sale and generally describing the property to be sold at 
least ten days prior to the date of sale either by publication once in the official newspaper, or by 
posting in a conspicuous place in the City Hall at the City Manager's option.  Such sale shall be 
by auction. 
 
   D.  Surplus Property With a Total Estimated Value Over $500.00.  
The City Manager shall offer for public sale, to the highest bidder, surplus property with a total 
estimated value over $500.00.  Notice of such public sale shall be given stating time and place of 
sale and generally describing property to be sold at least ten days prior to the date of sale by 
publication once in the official newspaper.  Such sale shall be to the person submitting the 
highest bid. 
 
   E.  Receipts From Sales of Surplus Property.  All receipts from sales of 
surplus property under this Section shall be placed in the General Fund. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Persons Who May Not Purchase - Exception. 
 
   A.  No employee of the City who is a member of the administrative staff, 
department head, a member of the Council, or an advisor serving the City in a professional 
capacity, may be a purchaser of property under this Section.  Other City employees may be 
purchasers if they are not directly involved in the sale, if they are the highest responsible bidder, 
and if at least one week's published or posted notice of sale is given. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any person to be a purchaser of property under this 
Section if such purchase is prohibited by the terms of this Section. 
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 SEC. 2.71.  PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS.  The Council may, by 
resolution, establish personnel rules setting forth the rights, duties and responsibilities of 
employees.  Such rules may from time-to-time be amended. 
                
 SEC. 2.72.  SENIOR CITIZEN HARDSHIP ASSESSMENT DEFERRAL. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Deferment of Special Assessments.  The Council may defer the 
payment of a special assessment against any homestead property owned by a person for whom it 
would be a hardship to make the payments.  Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the 
determination of hardship on the basis of exceptional and unusual circumstances not covered by 
the standards and guidelines where the determination is made in a non discriminatory manner 
and does not give the applicant an unreasonable preference or advantage over other applicants.  
The following provisions establish the standard and guidelines for determining the existence of a 
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hardship. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Procedure to Obtain Deferred Assessment.  The homeowner shall 
make application for deferred payment of special assessments on forms prescribed by both the 
City Manager and the Stevens County Auditor.  The respective forms shall be returned to the 
City Manager, wherein the application will be reviewed by the City Manager and a written 
recommendation be submitted to the Council; both items will be considered by the Council.  The 
City Manager shall notify by mail the applicant of the date of the Council meeting on which the 
application will be reviewed.  The application shall require a certification of the applicant that 
the information contained in or made a part thereof is true and correct.  (The application shall 
require as an attachment, a copy of the most recently filed tax return.  In the event no income tax 
form was prepared, then the applicant shall submit the information which would have been used 
to determine net income as that term is defined in the tax return and hereafter in this Section.)  In 
the event the deferment of the assessment is granted, the City shall record a notice of deferment 
with the County Recorder and the County Auditor of Stevens County, which will set forth the 
legal description of the homestead property involved as well as the amount of the assessment, 
and the rate of interest charged on the assessment.  In addition, the City Manager shall provide in 
the notice requirement when adopting the assessment roll for a special improvement project, a 
statement that applications for deferment of special assessments under this Section be made to 
the City Manager within thirty (30) days of the date of the notice. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Termination of the Right to Deferred Payment Status.  The status of 
deferment on special assessments as described above shall terminate and all amounts of 
accumulated plus applicable interest shall become due upon the occurrence of any of the 
following events: 
 
   A.  The death of the owner, provided that the co-owner or heir is not 
otherwise eligible for the benefits hereunder; 
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   B.  The sale, transfer or subdivision of the property or any part thereof; 
 
   C.  If the property for any reason loses its homestead status; or 
 
   D.  If it is determined that there would be no hardship, immediate or 
partial payment would be required, whichever is specified. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Annual Review.  The Council may annually review a deferments 
previously made.  The procedure shall be the same used as for the consideration of a new 
application. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Standards for Establishing Hardship.  The following standards shall 
be utilized as a basis for determining the existence of a hardship for which a special assessment 
deferral may be granted.  All standards must be met prior to the qualifications of the applicant 
for the special assessment deferral status. 
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   A.  The applicant must be the owner of homestead property subject to a 
special improvement assessment for which deferral is requested under this Section. 
 
   B.  The applicant must be 65 years of age or older, 62 years of age or 
older and drawing Social Security, or disabled and drawing Social Security disability income. 
 
   C.  The applicant's adjusted gross income must not exceed $10,000.00.  
"Adjusted gross income" means adjusted gross income as that term is defined by the Internal 
Revenue Code for the calendar year immediately preceding the application for deferment. 
 
   D.  The applicant's net worth (assets less liabilities) must not exceed 
$50,000.00. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Special Considerations.  Any deferment granted under this Section 
shall pertain to special improvement assessments only, and shall affect only those assessments to 
be levied.  All other special assessments levied prior to the effective date of this Section shall be 
paid and a deferral shall not apply. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Multiple Ownership.  In the event the applicant is not the sole and 
exclusive owner of the property subject to a special assessment, and there are no other owners 
who may not meet the standards for establishing a hardship, the Council shall have the right to 
grant or deny the special assessment deferral, upon a finding that the purpose of the deferment, 
which is to relieve the homeowner of a hardship, is or is not met under the circumstances of the 
multiple ownership. 
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 SEC. 2.73.  FRANCHISES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definition.  The term "franchise" as used in this Section shall be 
construed to mean any special privileges granted to any person in, over, upon, or under any of 
the streets or public places of the City, whether such privilege has heretofore been granted by it 
or by the State of Minnesota, or shall hereafter be granted by the City or by the State of 
Minnesota. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Franchise Ordinances.  The Council may grant franchises by 
ordinance.  Franchise rights shall always be subject to the superior right of the public to the use 
of streets and public places.  All persons desiring to make any burdensome use of the streets or 
public places, inconsistent with the public's right in such places, or desiring the privilege of 
placing in, over, upon, or under any street or public place any permanent or semi-permanent 
fixtures for the purpose of constructing or operating railways, telegraphing, or transmitting 
electricity, or transporting by pneumatic tubes, or for furnishing to the City or its inhabitants or 
any portion thereof, transportation facilities, water, light, heat, power, gas, or any other such 
utility, or for any other purpose, shall be required to obtain a franchise before proceeding to 



(04-14-97) 
 

46 

make such use of the streets or public places or before proceeding to place such fixtures in such 
places. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Power of Regulation Reserved.  The City shall have the right and 
power to regulate and control the exercise by any person, of any franchise however acquired, 
and whether such franchise has been heretofore granted by it or by the State of Minnesota. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Conditions in Every Franchise.  All conditions specified in this 
Section shall be a part of every franchise even though they may not be expressly contained in the 
franchise: 
 
   A.  That the grantee shall be subject to and will perform on its part all the 
terms of this Section and will comply with all pertinent provisions of the City Charter and City 
Code, as the same may from time to time be amended. 
 
   B.  That the grantee shall in no case claim or pretend to exercise any 
power to fix fares, rates, and charges; but that such fares, rates, and charges shall at all times be 
just, fair and reasonable for the services rendered and shall in all cases be fixed and from time to 
time changed, unless regulated by an agency of the State of Minnesota, in the manner following: 
 
    1.  A reasonable rate shall be construed to be one which will, with 
efficient management, normally yield above all operating expenses and depreciation, a fair 
return upon all money invested. 
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    2.  If possible, maximum rates and charges shall be arrived at by 
direct negotiation with the Council. 
 
    3.  If direct negotiations fail to produce agreement, the Council 
shall, not less than thirty days before the expiration of any existing rate schedule or agreement, 
appoint an expert as its representative, the franchisee shall likewise appoint an expert as its 
representative and the two of them shall appoint a third person, preferably an expert, and the 
three of them shall constitute a board of arbitration.  The board shall report its findings as soon 
as possible and the rates and charges it shall agree upon by majority vote shall be legal and 
binding, subject only to review by a court of competent jurisdiction upon application of one of 
the parties. 
 
   C.  That the Council shall have the right to require reasonable extensions 
of any public service system from time to time, and to make such rules and regulations as may 
be required to secure adequate and proper service and to provide sufficient accommodations for 
the public. 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

47 

   D.  That the grantee shall not issue any capital stock on account of the 
franchise or the value thereof, and that the grantee shall have no right to receive upon 
condemnation proceedings brought by the City to acquire the public utility exercising such 
franchise, any return on account of the franchise or its value. 
 
   E.  That no sale or lease of said franchise shall be effective until the 
assignee or lessee shall have filed with the City an instrument, duly executed, reciting the facts 
of such sale or lease, accepting the terms of the franchise, and agreeing to perform all the 
conditions required of the grantee thereunder. 
 
   F.  That every grant of a franchise permitting the erection of poles, masts, 
or other fixtures in the streets and for the attachment of wires thereto, or for the laying of tracks 
in, or of pipes or conduits under the streets or public places, or for placing in the streets or other 
public places any permanent or semi-permanent fixtures whatsoever, shall be subject to the 
conditions that the Council shall have the power to require such alterations therein, or relocation 
or rerouting thereof, as the Council may at any time deem necessary, for the safety, health, or 
convenience of the public.  Particularly, the Council shall have the power to require the removal 
of poles, masts, and other fixtures bearing wires and placing underground all facilities for 
whatsoever purpose used. 
 
   G.  Every franchise shall contain a provision granting the City the right to 
acquire the same in accordance with statute. 
 
   H.  That the franchisee may be obligated by the City to pay the City fees 
to raise revenue or defray increased costs accruing as a result of utility operations, or both,  
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including, but not limited to, a sum of money based upon gross operating revenues or gross 
earnings from its operations in the City. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Further Provisions of Franchises.  The enumeration and specification 
of particular matters which must be included in every franchise or renewal or extension thereof, 
shall not be construed as impairing the right of the City to insert in any such franchise or renewal 
or extension thereof such other and further conditions and restrictions as the Council may deem 
proper to protect the City's interests, nor shall anything contained in this Section limit any right 
or power possessed by the City over existing franchises. 
 
 SEC. 2.74.  PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The provisions of this Section shall, along with the 
procedures specified by the appropriate Minnesota Statutes, regulate and control the making of 
public improvements.  These provisions shall be applicable to all lands within the City whether 
platted or unplatted and shall be complimentary to the Subdivision Regulations of the City Code. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  Unless the language or context clearly indicates that a 
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different meaning is intended, the following words, terms and phrases, for the purpose of this 
chapter, shall have the following meanings and inclusions:  
 
   A.  Urban Principal Arterial Street System.  A major system of streets 
and highways that is significant to the area.  Primarily carries traffic that is passing through the 
city or coming in from the rural areas.  In small urban areas, these will be primarily extensions 
of the principal arterial system for a larger geographical area outside the city limits.  They will 
include County and State Highways. 
  
   B.  Urban Minor Arterial Street System.  A minor system of streets and 
highways that should interconnect with and augment the urban principal arterial street system 
and provide connections from urban collector streets to principal arterial streets and highways. 
 
   C.  Urban Collector Street System.  A system of streets that provides 
both land access service to property and traffic circulation within residential neighborhoods, 
commercial and industrial areas.  It may cut through a residential area bringing traffic from an 
arterial to its destination.  It also collects traffic from an urban local street and brings it to an 
arterial system.  They will  include major streets as part of our Minnesota State Aid (MSA) 
highway system. 
 
   D.  Urban Local Street System.  A system of streets that comprises all 
facilities not on one of the higher level systems.  It provides the direct access to abutting land 
and access to the higher level systems.  It offers the lowest level of mobility.  Service to through 
traffic movement is usually deliberately discouraged. 
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   E.  Construction and Surfacing.  The process of building the initial 
subsurface and surface improvements in residential, commercial and industrial areas. 
 
   F.  Reconstruction And Surfacing.  The process of building the 
replacement subsurface and surface improvements in residential, commercial and industrial 
areas. 
 
   G.  Resurfacing.  The process of replacing the surface pavement through 
milling and overlay or reclaiming.  Adjustments may have to be made to the base depending 
upon the original construction and whether or not any failures have occurred. 
 
   H.  Sealcoating.  The process of protecting/sealing the surface pavement 
through the placement of road oil and pea rock, leaving it set and sweeping of the excess. 
 
   I.  Milling and Overlay.  The process of milling off a portion of the 
pavement and then placing an overlay over the entire pavement surface.  
 
   J.  Reclaiming.  The process of milling the entire surface pavement to 
below the gravel base.  The gravel base is essentially mixed with the milled pavement and then 
the entire street surface area is graded to a depth appropriate to the category level of the street.  
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Adjustments may have to be made to the base depending upon the original construction. 
 
   K.  Municipal State Aid Streets.  A system of streets that are designated 
by the State of Minnesota as State Aid and for which the City receives an annual allotment of 
funding for maintenance.  They are primarily designated with an Urban Collector Street 
classification. 
 
   L.  Urban Local Frontage Road.  A street system running parallel to an 
Urban Principal or Urban Minor Arterial street or highway system.  Is often used where a major 
road passes through an urban area to provide access to private driveways, businesses, houses, 
apartments, industries or other private property. 
 
   M.  Rolling Average of Assessments.  The “rolling average” is defined 
as the last 5 applicable construction assessments totaled, averaged, then 10% is added. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Categories and Service Life of Improvements.    Public 
improvements shall be in either of the two categories below and shall have a normal usable life 
expectancy as described below: 
 
   A.  Surface Improvements. 
 
         1.  Grading and base construction – no limit. 
         2.  Sidewalks – 30 years. 
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         3.  Urban Local blacktop street pavement – 20 years with appropriate 
sealcoating. 
         4.  Urban Collector blacktop street pavement – 20 years with 
appropriate sealcoating. 
         5.  Urban Minor Artertial blacktop street pavement – 20 years with 
appropriate sealcoating.  
         6.  Urban Principal Arterial blacktop street pavement – 20 years with 
appropriate sealcoating, but not our responsibility. 
         7.  Urban Local Frontage Road blacktop street pavement – 20 years 
with appropriate sealcoating. 
         8.  Concrete curb and gutter – 30 years. 
         9.  Alley blacktop pavement – 20 years with appropriate sealcoating. 
       10.  Resurfaced blacktop street and alley pavement – 10 years with 
appropriate sealcoating. 
      11.  Reclaimed blacktop street pavement – 10 years with appropriate 
sealcoating. 
 
   B.  Subsurface Improvements: 
 
        1.  Water mains – 40 years 
        2.  Sanitary sewers – 40 years 
        3.  Storm sewers – 40 years 
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  Subd. 4.  New Improvements.  When any new construction and surfacing is 
proposed and receives approval from the city as to meeting the city standards, the construction 
shall be permitted to take place.  All costs shall be the responsibility of the developer proposing 
the development.  The city shall not participate.  Upon completion of the project, the city shall 
formally decide to accept the development and will then assume responsibility for any future 
improvements of this now existing improvement as per the following subdivisions.  Paved 
alleyways in a residential area shall be the responsibility of the adjacent property owners.  In 
commercial areas, the city will decide whether or not to pave and will pay all the costs. 
 
  Subd. 5.   Existing Improvements – Maintenance.    When any existing 
improvement is ordered to be maintained by means of resurfacing, sealcoating, milling and 
overlay, or reclaiming, the costs of such maintenance shall be paid 100$ by the city, that 
resurfacing, milling and overlaying and reclaiming of alleyways shall be paid 100% by the 
adjacent property owners or converted back to gravel by the city. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Existing Improvements – Reconstruction.    When any existing 
improvement is ordered to be reconstructed and surfaced, the costs shall be allocated in 
accordance with the assessment rules applied the subdivisions pertaining to assessments in this 
code, except that reconstruction and surfacing of alleyways shall be paid 100% by the adjacent 
property owners. 
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  Subd. 7.  Standards for Surface Improvements.  In all streets, prior to  street 
construction and surfacing, or prior to reconstruction and surfacing, all utilities and utility 
service lines (including sanitary sewers, water lines, gas, electric and communication services) 
shall be installed to serve each known or confirmed future building location.  No surface 
improvements to less than both sides of a full block of street shall be approved except as 
necessary to complete the improvement of a block which has previously been partially 
completed.  Concrete curb and gutter shall be installed at the same time as surfacing except 
where a special street design is approved by the Council, then curb and gutter shall not be 
required. 
 
   A.  Urban Principal and Minor Arterial Streets.  Urban Principal and 
Minor Arterial streets shall be of “9 ton” design, and shall be 36 – 38 feet in width, measured 
between faces of curbs and depending on anticipated usage and projected traffic volumes.  
Sidewalks shall be provided on at least one side of all Urban Principal and Minor Arterial Streets 
unless specifically omitted by the Council, and shall be of the width approved by the Council.  If 
sidewalks are omitted, the Council reserves the right to add them later.  If added later, the City 
shall pay the cost of putting in the sidewalks and then they will be turned over to the adjacent 
property owner.  Arterial streets shall be maintained or reconstructed and surfaced at or near 
their expected service age, dependent upon existing conditions. 
 
   B.  Urban Collector Streets.  Urban Collector Streets shall be of “7 ton” 
design, or “9 – 10 ton” design, and shall normally be 36 – 38 feet in width, measured between 
faces of curbs and depending on anticipated usage and projected traffic volumes.  Sidewalks 
shall be provided on at least one side of all Urban Collector Streets unless specifically omitted 
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by the Council, and shall be of the width approved by the Council.  If sidewalks are omitted, the 
Council reserves the right to add them later.  If added later, the City shall pay the cost of putting 
in the sidewalks and then they will be turned over to the adjacent property owner.  Wherever 
feasible, a boulevard at least five feet in width shall be provided, measured from the street face 
of curb to the street face of the sidewalk.  Urban Collector Streets shall be maintained or 
reconstructed and surfaced at or near their expected service age, dependent upon existing 
conditions. 
 
   C.  Urban Local Streets.  Urban Local Streets shall be of “7 ton” design 
and shall normally be 36 feet in width, measured between faces of curbs.  Sidewalks shall be 
provided on at least one side of all Urban Local Streets unless specifically omitted by the 
Council, and shall be of the width approved by the Council.  If sidewalks are omitted, the 
Council reserves the right to add them later.  If added later, the City shall pay the cost of putting 
in the sidewalks and then they will be turned over to the adjacent property owner.  Urban Local 
Streets shall be maintained or reconstructed and surfaced at or near their expected service age, 
dependent upon existing conditions. 
 
   D.  Alleys.  Alleys, in residential areas, shall be of a “7 ton” design and 
shall normally be 20 feet in width to facilitate maintenance and refuse trucks.  In commercial 
and industrial service areas, alleys shall be constructed to a “7 ton” or “9 ton” design depending 
upon  
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use or traffic and shall normally be 20-30 feet in width depending on space and based on the 
anticipated usage of the alley in question.  Alleys shall be maintained or reconstructed and 
surfaced at or near their expected service age, dependent upon existing conditions. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Standards for Subsurface Improvements.    Subsurface 
improvements shall include water distribution lines, sanitary sewer lines and storm sewer lines.  
Subsurface improvements shall be made to serve current and projected land use.  All 
installations shall conform to the minimum standards therefore as established by those State and 
Federal agencies having jurisdiction over the proposed installations.  All installations shall also 
conform, to the maximum extent feasible, to such other nationally recognized standards as can 
be determined.  The City Engineer shall be responsible to know and understand what appropriate 
rules, regulations and requirements must be followed for each particular improvement project. 
      
  Subd. 9.  Initiation of Public Improvements.    Public improvements may be 
initiated by a petition from not less than 35 percent of the affected property owners.  If 100% of 
the property owners petition for a public improvement, then the special assessment process 
requiring notices and public hearings can be waived.  Petitions will be received for consideration 
by the Council at any time during the year, except that there will be a strict understanding that 
the appropriate planning process has to take place prior to the commencement of any 
improvement project.  The appropriate planning process includes legally required special 
assessment notices and hearings, feasibility studies for both engineering and financing, 
surveying, preparation of plans and specifications, preparing and advertising for bids, opening 
and reviewing bids, and awarding of contracts.  The standard construction season usually runs 
from May 1st to October 31st of each year.  Bidding usually takes place in the February to March 
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time frame.  All petitions received too late to process for the current construction season will be 
processed for the next construction season unless special consent is given by the Council.  Public 
improvements may also be initiated by the Council when, in its judgement, such action is 
required. 
 
  Subd. 10.  Resolution for Improvement.  Action authorizing the making of any 
public improvement shall be by resolution of the council subject to the following: 
 
   A.  The Council shall pass a resolution establishing a project and 
authorizing the City Manager to prepare a preliminary feasibility study which shall contain: 
 
    1,  Information on the engineering feasibility of the proposed 
improvement; 
    2.  Information on the financial feasibility and method of financing 
of the proposed improvement; 
    3.  The estimated cost of the project to include construction and all 
related engineering. 
    4.  The estimated general assessment cost based upon all properties 
located in the project area. 
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    5.  A general appraisal of the estimated benefit of the project to 
properties in the project area and done by a professional appraiser. 
 
   B. The Council shall, upon receipt of the preliminary feasibility 
report, pass a resolution setting the time and place for a public hearing on the preliminary 
feasibility report. 
 
   C.  The Council shall hold a hearing, after publishing proper notice of the 
hearing in the official newspaper of the City, as required by law, on the preliminary feasibility 
report for the project and may order by resolution with a four-fifths majority vote the 
improvement to be made and direct the preparation of plans and specifications.  In the event that 
the improvement is to be financed by special assessments, notice shall also be given to all 
affected property owners in the manner prescribed by law and that an estimated cost of 
assessments shall be presented at the hearing. 
 
   D.  The Council shall receive and review the plans and specification, and 
if satisfactory, determine the method for completion of the improvement and pass a resolution 
authorizing the City Manager to call for bids. 
 
   E.  The City Manager shall advertise as required by law for bids, open the 
bids, review the bids with the help of the City Engineer and recommend to the Council the 
lowest responsible bidder, after which the Council may pass a resolution accepting a bid and 
awarding a contract stating the start date, end date and terms for the completion of the 
improvement. 
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   F.  In the event that the improvement is financed by special assessments, 
the Council shall, upon completion or substantial completion of the project, and in a time frame 
consistent with allowing for the submission of final assessments to the County Auditor to place 
them on the tax rolls for the following year, pass a resolution setting a hearing for the 
consideration of the proposed final assessments.  The total cost of the project, the amount to be 
assessed, the date and time for the hearing, a term and interest rates for the repayment of the 
assessments and other requirement by law shall be included in the resolution.  An official 
assessment roll of all assessments shall be prepared and available for inspection.  Notice of the 
hearing shall be published in the official newspaper of the City and mailed to all affected 
property owners as required by law.  Notice to property owners shall include their proposed 
assessment amount. 
 
    1.  At that hearing, the Council shall learn and act upon all 
objections to the proposed assessment roll which shall have been available for public inspection. 
 
    2.  The Council shall, by resolution, fix the term over which the 
assessments may be paid, set an annual rate of interest for the assessments, set the terms for 
prepayment, partial payments and future payoffs, and adopt the assessment roll as submitted or 
amended. 
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    3.  The Council shall direct the City Manager to certify the 
assessment roll they adopted to the County Auditor who shall levy those costs as a special 
assessment against the property. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Assessment Policies Applicable to all Types of Improvements.  
Where an improvement is constructed which is of special benefit to properties within a definable 
area, it is the intent of the Council that special assessments be levied against the benefited 
properties within the area to the extent that the costs of such project can be deemed to benefit the 
properties.  The City shall, whenever possible, order a letter, prepared by a certified appraiser, 
indicating the benefit of a given improvement to the properties in the benefited area.  The letter 
should be included as part of the information presented at the initial public hearing prior to 
ordering the improvement.  The following general principles shall be used as a basis of the 
City’s assessment policy:   
 
   A.  The "project cost" of an improvement shall be deemed to include the 
costs of all necessary construction work required to accomplish the improvement, plus costs to 
cover engineering, legal, administrative, financing and other contingent costs. 
 
   B.  Where a current improvement is constructed as an extension of an 
existing improvement in which the City, through the use of sources other than special 
assessments, has participated in the costs of such existing system, and where the area served by 
such current improvement can be shown to benefit directly from the City's prior expenditures, 
the special assessments levied against the properties served by the newly extended improvement 
shall include a "system charge" equal to that portion of the City's prior expenditures which, in 
the opinion of the Council, are chargeable to the area served by the current extension.  Whenever 
the City intends to include a "system charge" as a part of the assessable cost for an improvement, 
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the notices of public hearing sent to the property owners prior to the making of the improvement 
shall specify the total amount of such "system charge" to be made against the proposed 
improvement. 
 
   C.  Where an improvement is designed for service of an area beyond that 
of direct benefit, increased project costs due to such provisions for future service extensions shall 
be refunded by the City as a "system cost". This "system cost" may be funded by the City to be 
assessed as a "system charge" together with a current improvement charge for an extension of an 
existing improvement as stated in Subparagraph B, above, or may be assessed to the area of 
future benefit immediately. 
 
   D.  Where the project cost of an improvement is not entirely attributable 
to the need for service to the area served by said improvement, or where unusual conditions 
beyond the control of the owners of the property in the area served by the improvement would 
result in an inequitable distribution of special assessments, the City, through the use of other 
funds, will pay such "City cost" which, in the opinion of the Council, represents the excess cost 
not directly attributable to the area served.  Because frontage roads along Urban Principal 
Arterial Streets  
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(like highways or other arterial streets) are deemed to be of benefit to commercial or industrial 
properties, the entire costs of any improvement on such frontage roads shall be assessable to the 
benefited properties. 
 
   E.  If financial assistance is received from the Federal government, State 
of Minnesota, or from any other source to defray a portion of the costs of a given improvement, 
such aid will be used to reduce the cost of the project prior to any consideration for allocation of 
costs to the City or benefiting properties. 
 
   F.  The "assessable cost" of an improvement shall be defined as being 
those costs which in the opinion of the Council, are attributable to the need for service in the 
area served by the improvement.  Said "assessable cost" shall be equal to the "project cost" of the 
current project as defined above, plus the "system charge" as defined above, minus the "City 
cost" as defined above, minus other financial assistance credited as described in this Subdivision. 
 
The “City cost” shall include those things considered within other subdivisions of Section 2.75, 
plus the following allocations of “city costs” by improvements. 
 
    1.  Water Improvements – 25% of “project cost” 
 
    2.  Sanitary Sewer Improvements – 25% of “project cost 
 
    3.  Surface Pavement Improvements – 75% of “project cost” 
 
    4.  Storm Sewer Improvements – 25% of “project cost” 
 
    5.  Curb and Gutter Improvements – 0% of “project cost” 
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    6.  Sidewalk Improvements – 0% of “project costs” 
 
    7.  Alleyway Surface Pavement Improvements – 0% of “project 
costs” 
  
   G.  When the Council determines that the assessable costs would be more 
equitably distributed on a "unit" basis, the assessable unit may be the "lot" (i.e., a uniform per lot 
assessment), a residential equivalent connection (REC) , or other equitable unit adopted by the 
Council.  If a “lot” calculation is to be considered, a standard unit will be 50 feet.  Multiple lots 
will be calculated based upon the front feet of the lot.  If a residential equivalent connection is to 
be considered, a standard unit will be a single family unit connection.  In cases where there are 
multiple family units, the calculation to be used to determine the number of units will be one 
plus .25 for each additional family unit beyond one.  When the Council determines that the 
assessable costs would be more equitably distributed on a “frontage” basis, the assessable 
frontage will be measured by actual length in feet. 
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   H.  City-owned properties, including municipal building sites, parks and 
playgrounds, but not including public streets and alleys, shall be regarded as being assessable on 
the same basis as if such property was privately owned. 
 
   I.  The term "lot" as used in this provision shall be defined as follows: 
 
    1.  A single platted lot, or a fraction of a single platted lot, 
individually owned and used. 
 
    2.  A combination of more than one platted lot which can be 
shown to provide only one buildable site in accordance with the provisions of the City Codes, 
Chapter 11, Zoning Chapter of the City Code. 
 
    3.  Any unplatted parcel of property. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Assessment Formula for Surface Improvements.  The assessments 
to be levied against properties within the benefitted areas shall be apportioned to those properties 
on the basis of the following provisions: 
 
   A.  The "assessment rate" to be applied against each individual property 
shall be equal to the "assessable cost" of the project divided by the total number of assessable 
units benefitted by the improvement. 
 
   B.  The assessable unit to be used for all surface improvements, unless 
otherwise specified by the Council, shall be the "frontage" of the property.  For surface 
improvements, such "frontage" shall be determined as follows: 
 
    1.  For rectangular interior lots:  the "frontage" shall be equal to 
the dimension of the side of the lot abutting the improvement. 
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    2.  For rectangular corner lots:  the "frontage" shall be equal to the 
dimension of the smaller of the two sides of the lot abutting the improvement plus one-half of 
the dimension of the larger of said two sides.  Provided, however, that where the "long side" of a 
corner lot exceeds 150 feet, the entire excess over 150 feet shall be regarded as frontage.    
 
    3.  For irregularly shaped interior lots:  the "frontage" shall be 
equal to the side of the lot abutting the improvement. 
 
    4.  For irregularly shaped corner lots:  the "frontage" shall be equal 
to the dimension of the smaller of the two sides of the lot abutting the improvement plus one-
half of the dimension of the larger of said two sides.  Provided, however, that where the “long 
side” of a corner lot exceeds 150 feet, the entire excess over 150 feet shall be regarded as 
frontage. 
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    5.  For interior lots less than 150 feet in depth which abut two 
parallel streets, the "frontage"  shall be equal to the dimension side of the lot abutting the 
improvement, if that side is the front of the house, or one-half of the dimension of the side of the 
lot abutting the improvement, if that side is the rear of the house, or if both sides abut the 
improvement, then the “frontage” shall be equal to the dimension of the smaller of the two sides 
of the lot abutting the improvement, plus one-half of the dimension of the larger of the two 
sides.  Provided, however, that where the “long side” of an interior lot which abuts two parallel 
streets exceeds 150 feet, the entire excess over 150 feet shall be regarded as footage. 
 
    6.  For end lots less than 150 feet in depth which abut three streets, 
the "frontage" for a given type of surface improvement shall be calculated on the same basis as if 
such lot was a corner lot abutting the improvement on two sides only. 
 
    7.  In cases where the Council determines that the assessable costs 
equitably distributed (including those instances where agreement can be reached between the 
City and the developer of a subdivision), the assessable unit may be the "lot" (i.e. - a uniform 
"per lot" assessment). 
 
   C.  The following general provisions shall be used in distributing the costs 
of a surface improvement: 
 
    1.  If the improvement is accomplished as required by the 
subdivision regulations of the City, the entire cost of the improvement shall be assessable against 
properties within the subdivision served, with the exception that in a residential area, the "City 
cost" shall be equal to the increased cost for constructing a street to Urban Principal, Minor 
Arterial or Urban Collector design standards as opposed to Urban Local design standards.  
Provided, also, that in commercial or industrial subdivisions, the increased cost of constructing a 
street to Urban Principal or Urban Minor Arterial design standard in lieu of to Urban Collector 
design standard required to serve such subdivision will be assumed as “City cost”. 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

57 

    2.  If the improvement is accomplished in a previously platted or 
previously developed area of multiple ownership, the following provisions shall apply: 
 
         (a)  The increased cost of constructing a street to a design 
standard higher than that required to serve the area shall be charged as "City cost". 
 
          (b)  On intersecting streets, the "assessable costs" shall be 
determined by charging a rate of assessment equal to the rate of assessment charged for similar 
improvements on streets which have a normal percentage of assessable frontage.  The difference 
between the total project cost and the assessable cost thus determined shall be the "City cost". 
 
          (c)  On resurfacing projects, the entire costs of replacing the 
surface pavement and any adjustments that may have to be made to the base depending upon the  
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original construction, shall be charged as “City cost”. 
  

         (d)  On municipal State Aid street projects, assessments shall 
be levied based upon a calculation of “assessable costs” that is made after any Federal, State of 
Minnesota, or other aid is used to reduce the project costs as described in Subd. 11, E above. 
 
  Subd. 13.  Assessment Formula for Subsurface Improvements.  The 
assessments to be levied against properties within an area benefitted by subsurface 
improvements shall be apportioned to those properties on the basis of the following provisions: 
 
   A.  The "assessment rate" to be applied against all properties and against 
each individual property shall be equal to the "assessable cost" of the project divided by the total 
number of assessable units benefitted by the improvement. 
 
   B.  The assessable unit to be used for all subsurface improvements, unless 
otherwise specified by the Council, shall be the "residential equivalent connection (REC)” as 
addressed in Subd. 11, G above, except that for storm sewer subsurface improvements; the 
assessment process is addressed in Subd. 14 below. 
     
   C.  The following general provisions shall be used in distributing the costs 
of subsurface improvements: 
 
    1.  If the improvement is accomplished as required by the 
Subdivision Regulations of the City Code, the entire costs of the current improvements, plus 
applicable "system charges" shall be assessable against properties within the subdivision served 
with the following exceptions: 
 
          (a)  On water main or sanitary sewer construction within a 
subdivision, if the size of mains installed is larger than the size of mains required to provide 
complete water service (including fire-fighting potential as recommended by nationally 
recognized standards) or sewer service to the subdivision, the costs of oversizing such mains 
shall be regarded as "City costs". 
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          (b)  On water main or sanitary sewer construction where no 
point of connection to existing mains is available within, or at the outside boundary of the 
subdivision, the City will levy normal assessments to all intervening properties benefitted by the 
required extensions and deduct the total of such assessments collected from the total project 
costs.  Where such extension beyond the subdivision boundary is installed and oversized to 
provide future service to the areas other than the subdivision, the costs for such extension shall 
be equitably distributed between the areas to be served. 
 
          (c)  On storm sewer construction, if the storm sewer system 
installed is designed so as to provide service only to properties within the subdivision and  
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discharges into an adequate natural waterway, the "assessable cost" shall be equal to two-thirds 
of the total project cost.    If the storm sewer system installed is designed to handle an area larger  
 than the subdivision which it is being built in, then the properties serviced by the storm sewer 
system shall be included in the special assessment project and the “assessable cost” shall be 
equal to two-thirds of the total project. 
 
    2.  If the improvement is accomplished in a previously platted or 
developed area of multiple ownership, the following provisions shall apply: 
 
          (a)  The costs for oversizing a water main or sanitary sewer 
main beyond that required to provide complete service to the directly benefitted area shall be 
regarded as "system cost". 
 
          (b)  Where extension of a water main or sanitary sewer main 
from a point of connection beyond the area served is required, the cost for such extension shall 
be equitably distributed between the areas directly benefitted by the current project and those 
which will derive future benefit therefrom. 
 
  Subd. 14.  Storm Sewer Improvements.    Storm sewer improvements shall 
include all storm sewers, ponding areas, ditches, groundwater control systems, or other 
installations for the control of Storm sewer or groundwater. 
 
   A.  Standards.  Storm sewer improvements shall be made to serve current 
and projected land use.  All improvements for carrying water shall provide protection based on a 
design frequency of at least 3 to 5 years, or higher if requested by the engineer or benefited 
owners.  Storage sites and ponding areas shall be designed to provide a frequency of protection 
designated by the engineer, but in no case shall the design allow damage to permanent structures 
at frequencies less than 50 – 100 years. 
 
   B.  Assessment Formula.  The assessments to be levied against properties 
within an area benefitted by subsurface storm sewer improvements shall be distributed based on 
the following provisions: 
 
    1.  The "assessable unit" to be applied to drainage improvements 
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shall be "area" expressed in terms of square feet times a land-use multiplier. 
 
    2.  The "assessment rate" to be applied against all properties and 
each individual property shall be equal to the "assessable cost" of the project divided by the total 
number of assessable units benefitted by the improvement.  The City Engineer shall determine 
the boundaries of the areas that are served by a particular storm sewer system. 
 
    3.  Storm sewer costs should be distributed on the basis of land 
zoning at the time of the project.  The total number of assessment units shall be computed using  
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the following table of land use multipliers: 
 
 Land Use Multiplier 
 
 Regulated Flood Plain (No occupancy permitted)     0 
 
 Planned Open Space (Parks, Golf Courses, Cemeteries, etc.)   0.75      
 
 Single Family Residential        1.00 
 
 Multiple Dwelling Residential and Institutional     1.25 
 
 Commercial and Industrial        1.50   
 
    4.  Where portions of a drainage system are designed for 
frequencies greater than the standard requires, the additional cost of such extra capacity shall be 
assessed to the area provided extra protection by the increased capacity. 
 
    5.  If a particular property has a unique make up that could 
possibly be interpreted as having multiple land use types as opposed to the official land use 
designation established through the zoning code, then the Council can adjust the number of 
assessment units based upon a written objection raised during the public hearing for the final 
assessment and a subsequent review of the objection. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Adjustments by the Council.  In the event the literal application of 
these provisions would result in an inequitable distribution of special assessment, the Council 
reserves the right, after holding a hearing giving the affected individuals an opportunity to be 
heard, to adjust the provisions to achieve a more equitable distribution without formal 
amendment of this Section.  The standard process for adjustment will include a review of the 
assessment in relationship to the Appraised Benefit Value as presented during the hearing and a 
Rolling Average of the assessments for the previous 5 years. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #109, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  03-19-07 
 
 SEC. 2.75.  FILING OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS REQUIRED.   
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  Subd. 1.  A certified copy of every ordinance, resolution, map, or regulation 
which relates to subdivision regulations, land needed for future street purposes and as sites for 
other necessary public facilities and services, and conditional use permits shall be filed with the 
County Recorder. 
 
  Subd. 2.  A certified copy of every variance to subdivision regulations shall be  
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filed with the County Recorder.  Provided, that this requirement is satisfied if a resolution citing 
the existence of the variance is filed identifying the location where the variance documents are  
available for inspection. 
 
  Subd. 3.  A copy of a comprehensive plan shall be filed with the Stevens County 
Planning Commission. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Copies of resolutions approving subdivision plats of land shall be filed 
with all contiguous municipalities. 
 
 SEC. 2.76.  ELECTION PRECINCTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Precincts Established.  The areas of the City shall be divided into 
three Election Precincts as described in this Section. 
 
   A.  Precinct 1.  Precinct 1 shall consist of all the area of the city westerly 
of the Burlington Northern Railroad tracks. 
 
   B.  Precinct 2..  Precinct 2 shall consist of all the area of the City 
northeasterly of a line starting at the Burlington Northern Railroad tracks and East 5th Street, 
then running to Atlantic Avenue, then southeasterly to East 4th Street, then along East 4th Street 
to College Avenue, then southeasterly to East 2nd Street, then along East 2nd Street northeasterly 
to Alumni Drive, the north to Prairie Lane, then southeasterly across U.S. Highway 59 to 
Minnesota Highway 329 to the City limits. 
 
   C.  Precinct 3.  Precinct 3 shall consist of all the area of the City 
southeasterly of a line starting at the Burlington Northern Railroad tracks and East 5th Street, 
then running to Atlantic Avenue, then southeasterly to East 4th Street, then along East 4th Street 
to College Avenue, then southeasterly to East 2nd Street, then along East 2nd Street northeasterly 
to Alumni Drive, then north to Prairie Lane, then southeasterly across U.S. Highway 59 to MN 
Highway 329, then northeasterly along MN Highway 329 to the City limits. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Changes of Precincts.  Precincts may be changed at any time by 
amending this Section. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Location of Polls.  The location of polls shall be fixed by a resolution 
of the Council. 
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Source:  Ordinance #116, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  03-17-2022 
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 (Sections 2.77 through 2.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 2.99 
 
 SEC. 2.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 3 
 
 MUNICIPAL UTILITIES - RULES AND REGULATIONS, 
 RATES, CHARGES AND COLLECTIONS 
 
 SECTION 3.01.  DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Chapter, the following words and 
terms shall have the meanings stated: 
 
  1.  "Utility" means all utility services, whether the same be public City-owned 
facilities or furnished by public utility companies. 
 
  2.  "Municipal Utility" means any City-owned utility system, including, but not 
by way of limitation, water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer service. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #103, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  09-15-15 
 
  3.  "Company", "Grantee", and "Franchisee" mean any public utility system 
to which a franchise has been granted by the City. 
 
  4.  "Consumer" and "Customer" mean any user of a utility. 
 
  5.  "Service" means providing a particular utility to a customer or consumer. 
 
  6.  "Reconnection Charge" means the charge for reconnection of service after 
such service has been disconnected. 
 
 SEC. 3.02.  CONTRACTUAL CONTENTS.  Provisions of this Chapter relating to 
municipal utilities shall constitute portions of the contract between the City and all consumers of 
municipal utility services, and every such consumer shall be deemed to assent to the same. 
 
 SEC. 3.03.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO MUNICIPAL 
UTILITIES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Required Hook-up.  All residential and commercial structures must 
connect to City water and sewer where the main is available within 200 feet.  The Council may 
waive this requirement by resolution upon written application and good cause shown. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Billing, Payment and Delinquency.  All municipal utilities shall be 
billed bi-monthly and a utilities statement or statements shall be mailed to each consumer bi-
monthly.  Bills are due on the 5th day of the month following their mailing or the first business 
day following the 5th if the 5th is not a business day.  The due date will be noted on the billing 
and all charges shall be delinquent if not paid on or before the due date.  A penalty of ten percent 
(10%) thereof shall be added to, and become part of, all delinquent utility bills; said penalty will 
be added 5 days after the due date.  If service is suspended due to delinquency, it shall not be  
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restored at that location until a connection charge has been paid for each utility reconnected in 
addition to amounts owed for service and penalties.  
 
  Subd. 3.  Application, Connection and Sale of Service.  Application for 
municipal utility services shall be made at the City Hall; only fee owners of a property may 
apply.  No connection shall be made until consent has been received from the City to make the 
same, and all fee, charges and assessments required by this Chapter have been paid in full.  All 
municipal utilities shall be sold and delivered to consumers under the then applicable rate 
applied to the amount of such utilities taken as metered or ascertained in connection with such 
rates.  
 
     Source:  Ordinance #103, 3rd Series 
     Effective date:  09-15-15 
 
  Subd. 4.  Discontinuance of Service.  All municipal utilities may be shut off or 
discontinued whenever it is found that: 
 
   A.  The owner or occupant of the premises served, or any person working 
on any connection with the municipal utility systems, has violated any requirement of the City 
Code relative thereto, or any connection therewith, or, 
 
   B.  Any charge for a municipal utility service, or any other financial 
obligation imposed on the present owner or occupant of the premises served, is unpaid after due 
notice thereof, or, 
 
   C.  There is fraud or misrepresentation by the owner or occupant in 
connection with any application for service or delivery or charges therefor. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Ownership of Municipal Utilities.  Ownership of all municipal 
utilities, plants, lines, mains, extensions, appurtenances and 3/4 inch or smaller meters shall be 
and remain in the City and no person shall own any part or portion thereof.  Provided, however, 
that private facilities and appurtenances including meters over 3/4 inch and all service lines 
including curb stops from the main are not intended to be included in municipal ownership. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Reading of Meters.   The City reads water meters by radio remote. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #103, 3rd Series 
     Effective date:  09-15-15 
 
  Subd. 7.  Right of Entry.  By applying for, or receiving, a municipal utility 
service, a customer irrevocably consents and agrees that any City employee acting within the 
course and scope of his employment may enter into and upon the private property of the 
customer, including dwellings and other buildings, at all reasonable times under the 
circumstances, in or upon which private property a municipal utility, or connection therewith, is  
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the municipal utility service. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Inaccurate Meters.  In those cases where the water meter measuring 
the quantity of water provided to a user is one-inch or less, and water users are in doubt as to the 
accuracy of the meter, water users may have the meter or other method of measuring water 
usage tested by depositing with the City Manager the sum of $20.00.  Systems in which the 
water meter is in excess of one-inch are also subject to testing.  In those cases, however, users 
shall be required to pay all labor charges associated with the testing.  The labor charges for City 
employees to conduct the testing shall be based upon the then hourly labor charge established by 
the Council.  In either case, when the measuring system has been tested, should the same prove 
to be accurately measuring the water use, the deposit or charges for labor will be retained by the 
City to cover the cost of such testing.  If the measuring system should prove to be inaccurate by 
2% or more so that the measured flow of water provided according to the measuring system 
produces a report or reading that is greater than the actual quantity used, the deposit or labor 
charges shall be refunded to the user and proper deductions from the water bill shall be made.  
Where the measuring system is 2% or more inaccurate so that the measured flow of water 
provided is less than the actual quantity used, the deposit or labor charges for the testing shall be 
retained by the City, and adjustments shall be made in the billing for the most recent billing 
period adding the amount used but not previously billed.  In all instances where the measuring 
system is found to be in error by less than 2%, the same shall be deemed accurate and the prior 
provisions of this Subdivision regarding retention of deposit or labor charges shall apply. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Unlawful Acts. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person to willfully or carelessly break, injure, 
mar, deface, disturb, or in any way interfere with any buildings, attachments, machinery, 
apparatus, equipment, fixture, or appurtenance of any municipal utility or municipal utility 
system, or commit any act tending to obstruct or impair the use of any municipal utility.   
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any person to make any connection with, opening 
into, use, or alter in any way any municipal utility system without first having applied for and 
received written permission to do so from the City. 
 
   C.  It is unlawful for any person to turn on or connect a utility when the 
same has been turned off or disconnected by the City for non-payment of a bill, or for any other 
reason, without first having obtained a permit to do so from the City. 
 
   D.  It is unlawful for any person to "jumper" or by any means or device 
fully or partially circumvent a municipal utility meter, or to knowingly use or consume 
unmetered utilities or use the services of any utility system, the use of which the proper billing 
authorities have no knowledge.   
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  Subd. 10.  Municipal Utility Services.  Payment for all municipal utility (as that 
term is defined in City Code, Section 3.01) services shall be the primary responsibility of the fee 
owner of the premises served and shall be billed to such owner. 



(04-14-97) 
 

69 

 
     Source:  Ordinance #103, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  09-15-15 
 
  Subd. 11.  Municipal Utility Service Outside the City.  The City Manager is 
hereby authorized to furnish municipal utility service to consumers outside the City, provided, 
that such consumers specifically agree to all of the terms of the City Code, including, but not 
limited to, rules, regulations and rates adopted thereunder and the right to specially assess 
delinquent services, charges and penalties. 
 
 SEC. 3.04.  CONNECTION OR TAPPING PROHIBITED - DELINQUENT 
ASSESSMENTS OR CHARGES.  No permit shall be granted to tap or connect with sewer or 
water mains when any assessment or connection charge for such sewer or water main against the 
property to be connected is in default or delinquent.  If such assessment or connection charges 
are payable in installments, no permit shall be granted unless all installments then due and 
payable have been paid. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 3.05 through 3.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 3.20 
 
 SEC. 3.20.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO REFUSE 
COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definition.  "Refuse" means and includes all drained organic material 
resulting from the preparation of food and spoiled or decayed food from any source, bottles, 
cans, glassware, paper or paper products, crockery, ashes, rags, and discarded clothing, but not 
including construction material or debris. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Storage and Transporting Refuse. 
 
   A.  It is a petty misdemeanor for any person to store refuse except as 
herein provided. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any person to transport refuse over any street, for 
hire, except by permit from the Council, or acting within the course and scope of a written 
contract with the City, or his employment with the City. 
 
   C.  It is unlawful for any person to transport refuse on any street unless it 
is carried in a vehicle equipped with a leak-proof body or container and completely covered with 
a heavy canvas or top to prevent loss of contents. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Containers.  All refuse shall be stored in the cart or container provided 
by the garbage collection service.  Anything is excess of that cart shall be stored in a water-tight 
container or garbage bags.   
 
  Subd. 4.  Collection and Disposal of Refuse.  The City requires all occupied 
properties to have an active refuse service.  The City shall provide for collection and disposal of 
all residential refuse in a sanitary manner to insure the health, safety and general welfare of its 
residents, under such terms and conditions as the City may, from time to time, deem appropriate.  
Containers shall be placed at the designated collection point on days specified by the City.  
Collection points will generally be the alley adjacent to the property from which refuse is 
collected; but where there is no alley, the curb line in front of such property. 
 
      Source:  Ordinance #103, 3rd Series 
      Effective Date:  09-15-15 
 
 (Sections 3.21 through 3.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 3.30 
 
 SEC. 3.30.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO WATER SERVICE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Connection Required.  Every premises to which water system 
facilities are available or can be made available by extensions which prove to be both feasible 
and economically in the best interest of the City, shall be connected to the City water system. 
 
   A.  All connections to the water system shall be made directly with the 
water main adjacent to the premises. 
 
   B.  A separate connection shall be made with the water main for each 
premises supplied with water. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Application for a Connection Permit.  Any person desiring a permit 
for connections to the water system shall make written application to the City Manager.  The 
application shall contain the following items: 
 
   A.  The address of the premises to be connected; 
 
   B.  The name of the owner of the premises to which connection shall be 
made; 
   C.  The name of the plumber employed to do the work; 
 
   D.  A plan or drawing showing the location of the proposed connection 
and the manner in which the connection is to be made; 
 
   E.  An approved application for an excavation permit as required under 
Chapter 7 of the City Code. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Permit Fee.  Prior to the issuance of a permit to make connection to the 
water system, an applicant shall pay to the City a fee set by resolution of the Council which may 
be amended from time to time. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Deficiency of Water and Shutting Off Water.  The City is not liable 
for any deficiency or failure in the supply of water to customers whether occasioned by shutting 
the water off for the purpose of making repairs or connections or by any other cause whatever.  
In case of fire, or alarm of fire, water may be shut off to insure a supply for fire fighting.  In 
making repairs or construction of new works, water may be shut off at any time and kept off so 
long as may be necessary. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Repair of Leaks.  It is the responsibility of the consumer or owner to 
maintain the water service from the main tap into the house or other building, including the curb 
stop.  In case of failure upon the part of any consumer or owner to repair any leak  
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occurring in his water service within twenty-four (24) hours after oral or written notice has been 
given the owner or occupant of the premises, the water may be shut off and will not be turned on 
until a reconnection charge has been paid and the water service has been repaired.  When the 
waste of water is great or when damage is likely to result from the leak, the water will be turned 
off if the repair is not proceeded with immediately. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Increasing Size of Water Service.  When it is desired to increase the 
size of water service from the main, a new permit shall be taken out and the regular tapping 
charge shall be made as if this were a new service. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Service Pipes.  Every service pipe must be laid in such manner as to 
prevent rupture by settlement.  The service pipe shall be placed not less than seven feet below 
the surface in all cases so arranged as to prevent rupture and stoppage by freezing.  Frozen 
service pipes below the main tap and the building shall be the responsibility of the owner.  
Service pipes must extend from the curb stops to the inside of the building; or if not taken into a 
building then to the hydrant or other fixtures which they are intended to supply.  A valve, the 
same size as the service pipe, shall be placed close to the inside wall of the building, ahead of the 
meter and well protected from freezing.  Joints on copper tubing shall be flared or 
compression-fitted, and kept to a minimum.  Not more than one joint shall be used for a service 
up to seventy feet in length.  All joints shall be left uncovered until inspected.  Minimum size 
connection with the water mains shall be 3/4 inch in diameter. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Private Water Supplies.  No water pipe of the City water system shall 
be connected with any pump, well, pipe, tank or any device that is connected with any other 
source of water supply and when such are found, the City shall notify the owner or occupant to 
disconnect the same and, if not immediately done, the City water shall be turned off.  Before any 
new connections to the City system are permitted, the City shall ascertain that no 
cross-connections will exist when the new connection is made.  When a building is connected to 
"City Water" the private water supply may be used only for such purposes as the City may 
allow. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Prohibited Uses or Restricted Hours.  Whenever the City shall 
determine that a shortage of water threatens the City, it may entirely prohibit water use or limit 
the times and hours during which water may be used from the City water system for lawn and 
garden sprinkling, irrigation, car washing, air conditioning, and other uses, or either or any of 
them.  It is unlawful for any water consumer to cause or permit water to be used in violation of 
such determination after public announcement thereof has been made through the news media 
specifically indicating the restrictions thereof. 
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self-contained fire protection systems may apply for and obtain permission to connect the street 
mains with hydrants, large pipes, and hose couplings, for use in case of fire only, at their own 
installation expense and at such rates as the Council may adopt by resolution as herein provided. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Opening Hydrants.  It is unlawful for any person, other than 
members of the Fire Department or other person duly authorized by the City, in pursuance of 
lawful purpose, to open any fire hydrant or attempt to draw water from the same or in any 
manner interfere therewith.  It is also unlawful for any person so authorized to deliver or suffer 
to be delivered to any other person any hydrant key or wrench, except for the purposes strictly 
pertaining to their lawful use. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Unmetered Service.  Unmetered service may be provided for 
construction, flooding skating rinks, and any other purpose.  Such service shall be at a duly 
adopted rate.  Where it is difficult or impossible to accurately measure the amount of water 
taken, unmetered service may be provided and the water rate applied; provided, however, that by 
acceptance thereof the consumer agrees to have the City estimate the water used.  In so 
estimating the City shall consider the use to which the water is put and the length of time of 
unmetered service. 
 
  Subd. 13.  Water Meters.  All water meters exceeding 3/4 inch in size shall be 
purchased through the City and maintained by the property owner.  All repairs of water meters 
not resulting from normal usage shall be the responsibility of the property owner.  All water 
meter installation shall be inspected by the City and the cost of installation shall be the 
responsibility of the property owner.  Any meter 3/4 inch or smaller in need of replacement by 
reason of normal usage shall be furnished by the City, installed at the expense of the property 
owner, and the City shall thereafter own such meter. 
 
  Subd. 14.  Code Requirement.  All piping, connections and appurtenances shall 
be installed and performed strictly in accordance with the Minnesota Plumbing Code.  Failure to 
install or maintain the same in accordance therewith, or failure to have or permit required 
inspections shall, upon discovery by the City, be an additional ground for termination of water 
service to any consumer. 
 
  Subd. 15.  Water Rates.  Water rates shall be set from time to time by resolution 
of the City Council. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #83, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date: 02-14-09 
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shall be kept on file in the office of the City Manager, and uniformly enforced. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 3.31 through 3.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 85 through 89 reserved) 
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 § 3.40 
 
 SEC. 3.40.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE SANITARY 
SEWER SYSTEM. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
    1.  "Biochemical Oxygen Demand" (BOD) - The quantity of oxygen 
utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in 
five (5) days at 20 degrees Centigrade, expressed in milligrams per liter. 
 
    2.  "Building Drain" - That part of the lowest horizontal piping of a 
drainage system which receives the discharge from soil, waste and other drainage pipes inside 
the walls of the building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five (5) feet (l.5 meters) 
outside the inner face of the building wall. 
 
    3.  "Building Sewer" - The extension from the building drain to the 
public sewer or other place of disposal, also called house connection. 
 
    4.  "Combined Sewer" - A sewer intended to receive both wastewater 
and storm or surface water. 
  
     5.  "Easement" - An acquired legal right for the specific use of land 
owned by others. 
 
    6.  "Floatable Oil" - Oil, fat, or grease in a physical state such that it 
will separate by gravity from wastewater by treatment in an approved pretreatment facility.  A 
wastewater shall be considered free of floatable fat if it is properly pretreated and the wastewater 
does not interfere with the collection system. 
 
    7.  "Garbage" - The animal and vegetable waste resulting from the 
handling, preparation, cooking and serving of foods. 
 
    8.  "Industrial Wastes" - The wastewater from industrial processes, 
trade, or business as distinct from domestic or sanitary wastes. 
 
    9.  "Natural Outlet" - Any outlet, including storm sewers and combined 
sewer overflows, into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of surface or groundwater. 
 
   10.  "pH" - The logarithm of the reciprocal of the hydrogen-ion 
concentration.  The concentration is the weight of hydrogen ions, in grams per liter of solution.  
Neutral water, for example, has a pH value of 7 and a hydrogen-ion concentration of 10

-7
. 
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   11.  "Properly Shredded Garbage" - The wastes from the preparation, 
cooking and dispensing of food that have been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be 
carried freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle 
greater than ½ inch (1.27 centimeters) in any dimension. 
 
   12.  "Public Sewer" - A common sewer controlled by a governmental 
agency or public utility. 
 
   13.  “Public Works Director” – The appointed City staff member 
assigned responsibilities for overseeing all public works operations including streets, parks, 
airport and utilities. 
 
   14.  "Sanitary Sewer" - A sewer that carries liquid and water-carried 
wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants, and institutions together with 
minor quantities of ground, storm, and surface waters that are not admitted intentionally. 
 
   15.  "Sewage" - The spent water of a community.  The preferred term is 
"wastewater". 
 
   16.  "Sewer" - A pipe or conduit that carries wastewater or drainage 
water. 
   17.  "Slug" - Any discharge of water or wastewater which in 
concentration of any given constituent or in quantity of flow exceeds for any period of duration 
longer than fifteen (l5) minutes more than five (5) times the average twenty-four (24) hour 
concentration or flows during normal operation and shall adversely affect the collection system 
and/or performance of the wastewater treatment works. 
 
   18.  "Storm Drain" (sometimes termed "Storm Sewer") - A drain or 
sewer for conveying water, groundwater, subsurface water, or unpolluted water from any source. 
 
   19.   “Suspended Solids” – Total suspended matter that either floats on 
the surface of, or is in suspension in water, wastewater, or other liquids, and that is removable by 
laboratory filtering as prescribed in “Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and 
Wastewater” and referred to as non-filterable residue. 
 
    20.  "Unpolluted Water" - Water of quality equal to or better than the 
effluent criteria in effect or water that would not cause violation of receiving water quality 
standards and would not be benefitted by discharge to the sanitary sewers and wastewater 
treatment facilities provided. 
 
   21.  "Wastewater" - The spent water of a community.  From the 
standpoint of source, it may be a combination of the liquid and water-carried wastes from  
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groundwater, surface water, and stormwater that may be present. 
 
   22.  “Wastewater, Brine Discharge” – The brine wastewater discharge 
from a water softener system that is discharged into the sanitary sewer system. 
 
   23.  "Wastewater Facilities" - The structures, equipment, and processes 
required to collect, carry away, and treat domestic and industrial wastes and dispose of the 
effluent. 
 
   24.  "Wastewater Treatment Works" - An arrangement of devices and 
structures for treating wastewater, industrial wastes, and sludge.  Sometimes used synonymously 
with "waste treatment plant" or "wastewater treatment plant" or "water pollution control plant". 
 
   25.  "Watercourse" - A natural or artificial channel for the passage of 
water either continuously or intermittently. 
 
   26.  “Water Softener, On Demand” – A water softener system that 
adjusts the hardness of the water delivered from the water plant by setting the hardness level and 
calculating the flow of water needed to be used before recharging. 
 
   27.  “Water Softener, Time Clock” – A water softener system that 
adjusts the hardness of the water delivered from the water plant by setting a timer system that 
automatically recharges the system, typically a set number of times per week. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use of Public Sewers Required. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be 
deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or private property within the City, or in any area 
under the jurisdiction of the City, any human or animal excrement, garbage, or other 
objectionable waste. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the City, or in 
any area under the jurisdiction of the City, any sewage or other polluted waters except where 
suitable treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this Section. 
 
   C.  Except as hereinafter provided, it is unlawful to construct or maintain 
any privy, privy vault, cesspool or other facility intended or used for the disposal of wastewater. 
 
   D.  The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human 
occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes, situated within the City and abutting on 
any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a  
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public sanitary or combined sewer of the City, is hereby required at the owner's expense to 
install suitable toilet facilities therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper 
public sewer, in accordance with the provisions of this Section, within sixty (60) days after date 
of official notice to do so, provided that said public sewer is within 200 feet (61 meters) of the 
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property line. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Sanitary Sewers, Building Sewers and Connections. 
 
   A.  Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to 
uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use, alter, or disturb any public sewer or 
appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written permit from the City Manager. 
 
   B.  Application for a Connection Permit.  Any person desiring a permit 
for connection to the sanitary sewer system shall make written application to the City Manager.  
The application shall contain the following items: 
 
    1.  The address of the premises to be connected. 
 
    2.  The name of the owner of the premises to which connection 
shall be made. 
    3.  The name and license number of the plumber employed to do 
the work. 
    4.  A plan or drawing showing the location of the proposed 
connection and the manner in which the connection is to be made. 
 
    5.  An approved application for an excavation permit required 
under this Section. 
 
   C.  Permit Fee.  A permit and inspection fee set by resolution of the 
Council and available to inspection at the office of the City Manager shall be paid to the City at 
the time the application is filed. 
 
   D.  Incidental Costs.  All costs and expense incidental to the installation 
and connection of the building sewer shall be borne by the owner.  The owner shall indemnify 
the City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation 
of the building sewer. 
 
   E.  Independent Connections Required.  A separate and independent 
building sewer shall be provided for every building; except where one building stands at the rear 
of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear 
building through an adjoining alley, court, yard, or driveway, the building sewer from the front 
building may be extended to the rear building and the whole considered as one building sewer, 
but the City shall not assume any obligation, or responsibility for damage caused by or resulting  

§ 3.40 
 
from any such single connection aforementioned. 
 
   F.  Use of Old Sewers.  Old building sewers may be used in connection 
with new buildings only when they are found, on examination and test by the Public Works 
Director, to meet all requirements of this Section. 
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   G.  Grade Requirements.  Whenever possible, the building sewer shall 
be brought to the building at an elevation below the basement floor.  In all buildings in which 
any building drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried 
by such building drain shall be lifted by an approved means and discharged to the building 
sewer. 
 
   H.  Surface Drainage Connections Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any 
person to make connection of roof downspouts, foundation drains, areaway drains, or other 
sources of surface runoff or groundwater to a building sewer, or building drain which in turn is 
connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer, unless such connection is approved by 
the Public Works Director and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 
 
   I.  Construction Code Requirements.  All connections with and use of 
the sanitary sewer system shall be made in compliance with the Minnesota Plumbing Code. 
 
   J.  Connection Inspection.  The applicant for a building sewer permit 
shall notify the Public Works Director when the building sewer is ready for inspection and 
connection to the public sewer.  The connection shall be made under the supervision of the 
Public Works Director or his/her representative. 
 
   K.  Safety and Restoration.  All excavations for building sewer 
installation shall be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the public 
from hazard.  Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and other public property disturbed in the course of 
the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the City. 
 
   L.  Federal Standards.  Disposal into the sewer system of any pollutant 
by any person is unlawful except in compliance with Federal standards and any more stringent 
State and local standards. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Use of the Public Sewers. 
 
   A.  Prohibited Discharges.  Between April 1 and November 1, it is 
unlawful for any person to discharge or cause to be discharged, or permit a connection that 
would cause such discharge, any unpolluted waters such as stormwater, surface water, 
groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, or cooling water to any building drain or sewer 
which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to the sanitary sewer unless such connection is 
approved in writing by the Public Works Director. 
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   B.  All other stormwater and unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to 
such sewers as are specifically designated as storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved by the 
Public Works Director.  It is unlawful for any person to discharge or cause to be discharged any 
of the following described water or wastes to any public sewers: 
 
    1.  Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or other flammable or 
explosive liquid, solid, or gas. 
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    2.  Any waters containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids, or 
gases in sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, to injure or 
interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a 
public nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of the wastewater treatment plant. 
 
    3.  Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5 or having any 
other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment, or 
personnel of the wastewater works. 
 
    4.  Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable 
of causing obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of 
the wastewater facilities, including but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, 
metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastic, wood, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, 
hair and fleshings, entrails and paper dishes, cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or ground 
by garbage grinders. 
 
   C.  The record owner(s) for tax purposes of a parcel of property shall 
conclusively be presumed to have permitted a discharge if one has occurred from, or to have 
permitted a connection if one exists at, that parcel of property. 
 
   D.  The following described substances, materials, waters, or waste shall 
be limited in discharges to municipal systems to concentrations or quantities which will not harm 
either the sewers, wastewater treatment process or equipment, will not have an adverse effect on 
the receiving stream, or will not otherwise endanger life, limb, public property, or constitute a 
nuisance.  The Public Works Director may set limitations lower than the limitations established 
in the regulations below if in his/her opinion such more severe limitations are necessary to meet 
the above objections.  In forming his/her opinion as to the acceptability, the Public Works 
Director will give consideration to such factors as the quantity of subject waste in relation to 
flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of construction of the sewers, the wastewater 
treatment process employed, capacity of the wastewater treatment plant, degree of treatability of 
the waste in the wastewater treatment plant, and other pertinent factors.  The limitations or 
restrictions on materials or characteristics of waste or wastewaters discharged to the sanitary 
sewer which shall not be violated without approval of the Public Works Director are as follows: 
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    1.  Wastewater having a temperature higher than l50 degrees 
Fahrenheit (65 degrees Celsius). 
 
    2.  Wastewater containing more than 25 milligrams per liter of 
petroleum oil, nonbiodegradable cutting oils, or product of mineral oil origin. 
 
    3.  Wastewater from industrial plants containing floatable oils, 
fats, or grease. 
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    4.  Any garbage that has not been properly shredded.  Garbage 
grinders may be connected to sanitary sewers from homes, hotels, institutions, restaurants, 
hospitals, catering establishments, or similar places where garbage originates from the 
preparation of food in kitchens for the purpose of consumption on the premises or when served 
by caterers. 
 
    5.  Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc, 
and similar objectionable or toxic substances to such degree that any such material received in 
the composite wastewater at the wastewater treatment works exceeds the limits established by 
the Public Works Director for such materials. 
 
    6.  Any waters or wastes containing odor-producing substances 
exceeding limits which may be established by the Public Works Director. 
 
    7.  Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or 
concentration as may exceed limits established by the Public Works Director in compliance with 
applicable State or Federal regulations. 
 
    8.  Quantities of flow, concentrations, or both, which constitute a 
"slug" as defined herein. 
 
    9.  Waters or wastes containing substances which are not 
responsive to treatment or reduction by the wastewater treatment processes employed, or are 
responsive to treatment only to such a degree that the wastewater treatment plant effluent cannot 
meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to the receiving 
waters. 
 
    10.  Any water or wastes which, by interaction with other water or 
wastes in the public sewer system, release obnoxious gases, form suspended solids which 
interfere with the collection system, or create a condition deleterious to structures and treatment 
processes. 
    11.  Any brine wastewater discharge produced from a water 
softener, unless water softeners are verified to be “On Demand” and properly calibrated. 
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   E.  Violation Notification.  If any of the prohibited wastes described 
herein are inadvertently entered into the disposal system, the violating party shall immediately 
notify the Public Works Director of the violation so corrective actions may be taken. 
 
   F.  Remedies.  If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to 
be discharged, to the public sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess the 
characteristics enumerated above, and which in the judgment of the Public Works Director, may 
have a harmful effect upon the wastewater facilities, processes, equipment, or receiving waters, 
or which otherwise create a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the Public Works 
Director may:  (1) reject the wastes; (2) require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for 
discharge to the public sewers; (3) require control over the quantities and rates of discharge;  (4) 
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require the disabling or unplugging, removal, or disconnection of equipment resulting in the 
discharge; or the recalibration of such equipment to reduce the amount of the discharge to an 
acceptable level; or the replacement of such equipment to equipment that can be recalibrated as 
needed to reduce the amount of the discharge to an acceptable level and/or (5) require payment 
to cover the added costs of handling and treating the wastes not covered by sewer charges.  If the 
Public Works Director permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the design and 
installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of the Public 
Works Director and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 
 
   G.  Grease, Oil and Sand Interceptors.  Grease, oil and sand 
interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the Public Works Director, they are 
necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing floatable grease in excessive 
amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; except that such 
interceptors shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units.  All interceptors 
shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Minnesota Plumbing Code and shall be so 
located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.  In the maintaining of 
these interceptors, the owner shall be responsible for the proper removal and disposal by 
appropriate means of all captivated materials and shall maintain records of the dates and means 
of disposal which shall be subject to review by the Public Works Director.  Any removal of the 
collected materials not performed by owner personnel must be performed by currently licensed 
waste disposal firms. 
 
   H.  Pretreatment and Flow-Equalization Costs.  Where pretreatment or 
flow-equalization facilities are provided or required by any waters or wastes, they shall be 
maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at his expense. 
 
   I.  Observation Structure.  When required by the Public Works Director, 
the owner of any property serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a 
suitable structure together with such necessary meters and other appurtenances in the building to 
facilitate observation, sampling, and measurement of the wastes.  Such structures, when 
required, shall be accessibly and safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with 
plans approved by the Public Works Director. The structure shall be installed by the owner at his 
expense, and shall be maintained by him/her so as to be safe and accessible at all times. 
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   J.  Information Requirements.  The Public Works Director may require 
a user of sewer services to provide information needed to determine compliance with this 
Section. These requirements may include: 
 
    1.  Wastewaters discharge peak rate and volume over a specified 
time period. 
    2.  Chemical analyses of wastewaters. 
 
    3.  Information on raw materials, processes, and products affecting 
wastewater volume and quality. 
 
    4.  Quantity and disposition of specific liquid, sludge, oil, solvent, 
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or other materials important to sewer use control. 
 
    5.  A plat plan of sewers of the user's property showing sewer and 
pretreatment facility location. 
 
    6.  Details of wastewater pretreatment facilities. 
 
    7.  Details of systems to prevent and control the losses of materials 
through spills to the municipal sewer. 
 
   K.  Test Standards.  All measurements, tests, and analyses of the 
characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is made in this Section shall be 
determined in accordance with the latest edition of "Standard Methods for the Examination of 
Water and Wastewater", published by the American Public Health Association.  Sampling 
methods, location, times, durations, and frequencies are to be determined on an individual basis 
by the Public Works Director. 
 
   L.  Special Agreements.  No statement contained in this Section shall be 
construed as preventing any special agreement or arrangement between the City and any 
industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted 
by the City for treatment. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Powers and Authority of Inspectors. 
 
   A.  Information Requests.  The Public Works Director or other duly 
authorized employees are authorized to obtain information concerning private, commercial, 
institutional and industrial processes which have a direct bearing on the kind and source of 
discharge to the wastewater collection system.  In the case of some processes that may be 
proprietary, the process owner must establish that the revelation to the public of the information 
in question might result in an advantage to competitors in order to avoid providing the requested 
information. 
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   B.  Safety and Inspection Liabilities.  While performing the necessary 
work on private properties, the Public Works Director or duly authorized employees of the City 
shall observe all safety rules applicable to the premises established by the owner, and the owner 
shall be held harmless for injury or death to the City employees, and the City shall indemnify the 
owner against loss or damage to its property by City employees and against liability claims and 
demands for personal injury or property damage asserted against the owner growing out of the 
gauging and sampling operation, except such as may be caused by the negligence or failure of 
the owner to maintain safe conditions as required in this Section. 
 
   C.  City Official Entry to Property.   
 

1. Easement Properties.  The Public Works Director and other 
duly authorized employees of the City bearing proper credentials and identification shall be 
permitted to enter all private properties through which the City holds a duly negotiated easement 
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for the purposes of, but not limited to, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair, 
and maintenance of any portion of the wastewater facilities lying within said easement.  All 
entry and subsequent work, if any, on said easement, shall be done in full accordance with the 
terms of the duly negotiated easement pertaining to the private property involved. 
    
    2.  All Properties.  The Public Works Director and other duly 
authorized employees of the City bearing proper credentials and identification shall be permitted 
to enter all residential, commercial, industrial and institutional properties having a sanitary sewer 
connection for the purposes of, but not limited to, inspection, observation, sampling, repair, and 
maintenance of any equipment which operation results in a discharge into the city sanitary sewer 
system, when there is permission or consent of the owner or occupant to enter the property or the 
city has obtained an administrative search warrant, and there is either: 
 

a. Suspicion that a violation of this section exists, has 
existed, or is being committed, or 

b. The City has provided the owner or occupant with 
reasonable notice of a routine inspection. 

 
    3. Administrative Search Warrant.  The City may obtain an 
administrative warrant for a search of a property or properties, including inside buildings and 
residences by making application to a District Court Judge.  An administrative search warrant 
may only be granted by a District Court Judge under the following circumstances: 
 
     a,  The owner or occupant of the land, building, or 
residence must be given notice of the hearing on the application for the administrative search 
warrant, and 
  
     b.   The owner or occupant of the land, building, or 
residence must be given an opportunity to be heard by the Court, and 
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c. Regardless of whether the owner or occupant 
attends the hearing, the Court must consider placing reasonable restrictions on the City for the 
search. 
 

An administrative search warrant may be granted ex parte upon a 
showing by the City that an emergency exists.  The Court is not required to find that an 
individualized suspicion of an ordinance violation exists when the search is part of a routine 
inspection. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Penalties. 
 
   A.  Notice of Violation.  Any person violating any provision of this 
Section shall be served by the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation and 
providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  The offender shall, 
within the period of time stated in the notice, permanently cease all violations. 
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   B.  Fine and Penalties.  It is unlawful for any person to continue any 
violation beyond the time limit provided for in the written notice.  A violation is a petty 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $300.  Subsequent offenses within ten (10) years of 
the first conviction may be punished by a misdemeanor of up to $1,000 fine or 90 days in jail, or 
both.  All other remedies authorized by this ordinance are allowed.  Each day in which such 
violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense.  If such violation continues and 
corrections are not made, then disposal or discharge authorization may be terminated. 
 
   C. Incurred Costs.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
Section shall become liable to the City for any expense, loss, or damage occasioned the City by 
reason of such violation. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Sewer Rates.  Sewer rates shall be set from time to time by resolution 
of the City Council. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #112, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  06-18-19 
 
 (Sections 3.41 through 3.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 3.50 
 
 SEC. 3.50.  RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE STORM SEWER 
SYSTEM. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any person to make any 
connection to the storm sewer system without first obtaining a permit from the City Manager. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Application for a Connection Permit.  Any person desiring a permit 
for connection to the storm sewer system shall make written application to the City Manager on 
forms provided by the City containing such information as is requested herewith. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Permit Fee.  An applicant for a permit shall pay into the City Treasury 
a connection charge as determined in accordance with the following formula: 
 
   A.  The connection charge shall be computed upon the basis of the total 
square footage of the lot or lots to be connected. 
 
   B.  The Council upon application by the applicant to the Council may 
reduce or waive all or any part of the connection charge in light of the circumstances 
surrounding the age and condition of the existing storm sewer to which the property is to be 
connected. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Issuance of Permit.  The City Manager may issue a permit if s/he is 
satisfied that all conditions have been met and that the connection to the storm sewer system 
shall be made in compliance with this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Conditions of Permit.  Any person issued a permit to make a 
connection to the storm sewer system shall be bound by the following conditions: 
 
   A.  All work shall be done in compliance with the Minnesota Plumbing 
Code. 
 
   B.  The Director of Public Works shall supervise the tapping of all the 
storm sewer system mains. 
 
   C.  No person, except those in the service of the City or having special 
written permission from the City Manager, shall, under any circumstances, tap any of the storm 
sewer mains or distributing mains of the storm sewer system or insert anything therein. 
 
   D.  The cost of original installation of all plumbing between the storm 
sewer main and the premises to be connected shall be borne entirely by the person desiring the 
permit.  Such plumbing shall at all reasonable times be subject to inspection by the Director of 
Public Works.  Any repairs found to be necessary by such representative shall be made 
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promptly or the City may have authority to make the same and charge the property owner in 
accordance with applicable law. 
 
   E.  When it is determined that a break exists in the service line between 
the storm sewer system and the premises to be connected, the owner shall be responsible for the 
actual repairs and the required backfill. 
 
   F.  The City shall not maintain pipes and fixtures.  All owners must at 
their own expense service their pipes from the point of connection with the storm sewer system 
to their premises and all other apparatus in good working order and properly protected from frost 
and other dangers.  No claim shall be made against the City by reason of any breaking of any 
such service pipe or apparatus, or from any other damage which may result as a consequence 
thereof. 
 
   G.  All service pipes from the storm sewer main to the premises to be 
connected must be of at least sufficient diameter to provide a proper discharge of water from the 
premises. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Storm Sewer Rates.  Storm sewer rates shall be set from time to time 
by Resolution of the City Council. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #103, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  09-15-15 
 
 (Sections 3.51 through 3.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 107 through 111 reserved) 
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 § 3.60 
 
 SEC. 3.60.  WATER SPRINKLING SERVICE LINE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  A water user may apply to have water line metered for exterior use only 
(hereinafter referred to as a "water sprinkling service line") in addition to water service metered 
within a building.  Such application shall be on a form promulgated by the City from time to 
time and shall include: 
 
   A.  A plan for plumbing approved by the Utility Director. 
   B.  Name and address of applicant. 
   C.  Address of location for which permit sought. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Approval of the application shall be granted where an inspection 
demonstrates that: 
 
   A.  For purposes of recording total water consumption for the user and 
water used exclusively for exterior use, that two water meters have been installed on the water 
service line for the building. 
 
   B.  The water meters are sized not to be larger than the water service line 
entering the building. 
 
   C.  The line used for water sprinkling must serve only lines which lead 
outside a building. 
 
   D.  No connection between water lines outside the building and inside the 
building may exist. 
 
   E.  No tapping, tying in, or connection may be made to the water 
sprinkling service line which is inside a building. 
 
   F.  The building must have no footing drains, peripheral lines and/or roof 
leaders that discharge directly or indirectly into the sanitary sewer. 
 
  Subd. 3.  All water meters installed for the water sprinkling service line shall be 
secured from the Utility Department. 
 
  Subd. 4.  In addition to bearing all the costs of plumbing and meter installation, 
the owner shall pay a one time inspection fee of $50.00 to the City. 
 
  Subd. 5.  It is unlawful for any person to use or permit the use of a water 
sprinkling service line to place water within a building. 
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  Subd. 6.  It is unlawful for any person to use or allow to be distributed any water 
derived from the water sprinkling system beyond the boundaries of the premises served. 
 
  Subd. 7.  No charge for sewer usage will be made based upon water flowing 
through a meter monitoring a water sprinkling service line, except that if a water sprinkling 
service line is found to have been used to place or supply water within a building, three (3) times 
the normal sewerage charge for all water supplied through the water sprinkling service line for 
the twelve (12) months preceding discovery of the illegal use of the water sprinkling service line 
shall be made.  Additionally, use of the water sprinkling service line to place or supply water 
within a building shall result in revocation of the permit to be exempt from sewerage charges for 
a water sprinkling service line for a period of not less than five (5) years. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 3.61 through 3.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 3.99 
 
 SEC. 3.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 4 
 
 CONSTRUCTION LICENSING, 
 PERMITS AND REGULATION 
 
 SEC. 4.01  CODES ADOPTED BY REFERENCE.  The Minnesota State Building 
Code, as adopted by the Commission of Administration pursuant to Minnesota Statutes chapter 
16B.59 to 16B.75, including all of the amendments, rules and regulations established, adopted 
and published from time to time by the Minnesota Commissioner of Administration, through the 
Building Codes and Standards Division is hereby adopted by reference with the exception of the 
optional chapters, unless specifically adopted in this ordinance.  The Minnesota State Building 
Code is hereby incorporated in this ordinance as if fully set out herein. 
 
 SEC. 4.02  APPLICATION, ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.  The 
application, administration and enforcement of the code shall be in accordance with Minnesota 
State Building Code.  The code shall be enforced within the extraterritorial limits permitted by 
Minnesota Statutes, 16B.62, subdivision 1, when so established by this ordinance. 
 
 SEC. 4.03  PERMITS AND FEES.  The issuance of permits and the collection of fees 
shall be as authorized in Minnesota Statutes, 16B.62, subdivision 1.  Fees for permits under this 
chapter, which may include a surcharge, shall be determined by the Council and fixed by its 
resolution, a copy of which shall be in the office of the City Manager and uniformly enforced. 
 
 SEC. 4.031  MAINTENANCE PERMITS.  Maintenance permits shall be issued for 
performing minor repair work, when detailed plans are not necessary.  Issuance of maintenance 
permits may be performed by City staff other than the City’s Building Official.  In accordance 
with Section 4.03, the fee for a maintenance permit shall be set by the City Council via 
resolution. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 72, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  June 27, 2007 
 
 SEC. 4.04.  BUILDING CODE OPTIONAL CHAPTERS.  The Minnesota State 
Building Code, established pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 16B.59 to 16B.75 allows the 
Municipality to adopt by reference and enforce certain optional chapters of the most current 
edition of the Minnesota State Building Code. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 47, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  October 11, 2003 
 
 SEC. 4.05.  BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED.  Within the City, or within the 
contiguous unincorporated territory one-half (½) mile in all directions from the corporate limits 
of the City, it is unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 
improve, remove, convert, or demolish any building or structure, or any part or portion thereof, 
including, but not limited to, the plumbing, electrical, ventilating, heating or air conditioning 
systems  
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therein, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a separate building or mechanical 
permit for each such building, structure or mechanical components from the City. 
 
 SEC. 4.06.  PERMITS AND SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MOVING 
BUILDINGS. 

Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   1.  "Highway" means a public thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is 
a State trunk highway, County State-aid highway, or County road. 

 
   2.  "Street" means a public thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is not 
a State trunk highway, County State-aid highway or County road. 
 
   3.  "Moving Permit" means a document allowing the use of a street or 
highway for the purpose of moving a building. 
 
   4.  "Highway Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on a 
highway for which a fee is charged which does not include route approval, but does include 
regulation of activities which do not involve the use of the highway; which activities include, but 
are not limited to, repairs or alterations to a municipal utility required by reason of such 
movement. 
 
   5.  "Street Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on a 
street for which a fee is charged which does include route approval, together with use of the 
street and activities including, but not limited to, repairs or alterations to a municipal utility 
required by reason of such movement. 
 
   6.  "Combined Moving Permit" means a permit to move a building on 
both a street and a highway. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Application.  The application for a moving permit shall state the 
dimensions, weight, and approximate loaded height of the structure or building proposed to be 
moved, the places from which and to which it is to be moved, the route to be followed, the dates 
and times of moving and parking, the name and address of the mover, and the municipal utility 
and public property repairs or alterations that will be required by reason of such movement.  In 
the case of a street moving permit or combined moving permit the application shall also state the 
size and weight of the structure or building proposed to be moved and the street alterations or 
repairs that will be required by reason of such movement.  
 
  Subd. 3.  Permit and Fee.  The moving permit shall state date or dates of 
moving, hours, routing, movement and parking.  Permits shall be issued only for moving 
buildings by building movers licensed by the State of Minnesota, except that a permit may be  
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issued to a person moving his own building, or a person moving a building which does not 
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exceed 16 feet in width, 20 feet in length, or 14 feet in loaded height.  Nor shall a license be 
required of farmers moving their own farm buildings, nor of persons moving manufactured or 
modular homes.  Fees to be charged shall be separate for each of the following:  (1) a moving 
permit fee to cover use of streets and route approval, and (2) a fee equal to the anticipated 
amount required to compensate the City for any municipal utility and public property (other than 
streets) repairs or alterations occasioned by such movement.  All permit fees shall be paid in 
advance of issuance. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Building Permit and Code Compliance.  Before any building is 
moved from one location to another within the City, or from a point of origin without the City to  
a destination within the City, regardless of the route of movement, it shall be inspected and a 
building permit shall have been issued for at least the work necessary to bring it into full 
compliance with the State Building Code. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Unlawful Acts. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person to move a building on any street without 
a moving permit from the City. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any person to move a building on any highway 
without a highway moving permit. 
 
   C.  It is unlawful to move any building (including a manufactured home) 
if the point of origin or destination (or both) is within the City, and regardless of the route of 
movement, without having paid in full all real and personal property taxes, special assessments 
and municipal utility charges due on the premises of origin and filing written proof of such 
payment with the City. 
 
 SEC. 4.07.   Repealed. 

    Source:  Ordinance #45 
     Effective Date:  March 29, 2003 
     (Formerly Sec. 4.06) 
 
 SEC. 4.08.  UNDERGROUND UTILITY CONSTRUCTION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Underground Construction Required.  All utility lines hereafter 
installed, constructed or otherwise placed within the City for electric, telephone, TV cable or 
other like or similar services to serve residential, commercial and industrial customers in newly 
platted areas, and which utilize metallic conductors to carry electric current, whether owned, 
installed or constructed by the supplier, consumer or any party, shall be installed and placed 
underground, subject only to the exceptions hereinafter stated; however, above-ground 
placement, construction, modification or replacement of meters, gauges, transformers, street  
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lighting and service connection pedestals shall be allowed.  The requirements of this Section 
shall apply equally outside of the corporate limits of the City coincident with City jurisdiction of 
platting, subdivision regulation or comprehensive planning as may now or in the future be 
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allowed by law.  All companies installing and operating lines such as those described herein 
shall be referred to as "utility companies" for purposes of this Section. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Exceptions to Application.  The following exceptions to the strict 
applicability of this Section shall be allowed upon the conditions stated: 
 
   A.  Transmission Lines.  Above-ground placement, construction, 
modification or replacement of those lines commonly referred to as "high voltage transmission  
lines" upon which the conductor's normal operating voltage equals or exceeds 23,000 volts 
(phase to phase) shall be allowed; provided, however, that sixty days prior to commencement of 
construction of such a project, the City shall be furnished notice of the proposed project and, 
upon request, the utility company involved shall furnish any relevant information regarding  
such project to the City.  This Section shall not be construed as waiving the requirements of any 
other ordinance or regulation of the City as the same may apply to any such proposed project. 
 
   B.  Technical and Economic Feasibility.  Above-ground placement, 
construction, modification or replacement of lines shall be allowed in residential, commercial 
and industrial areas where the Council, following consideration and recommendation by the 
Planning Commission, finds that: 
 
    1.  Underground placement would place an undue financial burden 
upon the landowner or the utility company or deprive the landowner of the preservation and 
enjoyment of substantial property rights; or, 
 
    2.  Underground placement is impractical or not technically 
feasible due to topographical, subsoil or other existing conditions which adversely affect 
underground utility placement. 
 
   C.  Temporary Service.  Above-ground placement of temporary service 
lines shall only be allowed: 
 
    1.  During the new construction of any project for a period not to 
exceed twenty-four months; 
    2.  During any emergency to safeguard lives or property within the 
City; 
    3.  From November 1 to April 1, when soil conditions make 
excavation impractical. 
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  Subd. 3.  Repair and Maintenance of Existing Installations.  Nothing in this 
Section shall be construed to prevent repair, maintenance, replacement or modification of 
existing overhead utility lines. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Developer Responsibility.  All owners, platters or developers are 
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responsible for complying with the requirements of this Section, and prior to the final approval 
of any plat or development plan, shall submit to the Planning Commission written instruments 
from the appropriate utility companies showing that all necessary arrangements with said 
companies for installation of such utilities have been made. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Placement. 
 
   A.  All utility lines shall be placed within appropriate easements or  
dedicated public ways so as to cause minimum conflict with other underground services.  
Whenever feasible, all utilities shall be placed within the same trench. 
 
   B.  All utility companies shall submit annually to the Building Inspector 
current maps revealing locations of underground installations, whether such installations were 
installed prior to the effective date of this Section or hereafter. 
 
 SEC. 4.09.  CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY.  The City hereby extends its enforcement 
of the State Building Code to contiguous unincorporated territory one-half (½) mile distant from 
the corporate limits of the City in all directions.  The Building Code Jurisdiction includes the 
following: 
 
   Morris Township 
 
  Section 25 - SE¼ and SW¼ 
  Section 26 - SE¼ and SW¼ 
  Section 27 - SE¼ and SW¼ 
  Section 34 - NW¼ and SW¼ 
  Section 36 - NW¼, SW¼, NE¼ and SE¼ 
 
   Framnas Township 
 
  Section 31 - NW¼ and SW¼ 
 
   Darnen Township 
 
  Section  4 - NE¼ and SE¼ 
  Section  3 - SW¼ and SE¼ 
  Section  2 - SW¼, NE¼ and SE¼ 
  Section  1 - SW¼, SE¼, NE¼ and NW¼ 
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  Section 11 - NW¼ and NE¼ 
  Section 12 - NW¼ and NE¼ 
 
   Hodges Township 
 
  Section  6 - NW¼ and SW¼ 
  Section  7 - NW¼ 
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     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 4.10 through 4.20, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 SEC. 4.21.  HAZARDOUS BUILDINGS OR PROPERTIES 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The City of Morris finds it desirable, in order to efficiently 
determine and abate threats to public safety within the City relating to damaged, dilapidated or 
otherwise hazardous structures, to establish a procedure for obtaining administrative search 
warrants to enter structures and make inspection of them. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Inspection Access.  The Morris City Manager, Morris Building 
Official, or a Morris Police Officer may apply to the District Court for an administrative search 
warrant to enter and inspect any building or structure within the City upon probable cause to 
believe the building or structure may constitute a “hazardous building or property” within the 
meaning of Minnesota Statutes Section 463.15, as the same may be amended or renumbered 
from time to time. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #69, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  October 16, 2006 
 
 (Sections 4.22 through 4.30, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 
 SEC. 4.31.   RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND 
LICENSING 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The city recognizes a need for an organized inspection 
program of residential rental units within the City in order to establish and enforce minimum 
standards for rental units to meet City and State covenants of habitability as well as safety, 
health, and zoning codes within the City and to provide a more efficient system to ensure that 
rental property is properly maintained.  The City recognizes that the most efficient system to 
provide for rental inspections is the creation of a program requiring the licensing of all 
residential rental units within the City so that orderly inspections can be undertaken.
   

§ 4.31  
 

 Subd. 2.  Definitions. 
 
   A.  The term “residential rental property” means any building, structure, 
room, enclosure, or mobile home including the real property upon which it is located and which 
surrounds it, which is rented or offered for rent as living quarters or has been conveyed by a 
contract for deed and the contract for deed has not been recorded. 
 
   B.  These rental licensing requirements do not apply when residential 
property is on-campus housing at the University of Minnesota, Morris, hospital units, nursing 
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home units, licensed assisted living facilities or hotels or motels with daily rental units.  Property 
will also be exempt from the rental licensing requirements when residential property is owned by 
a person absent from the community for the following reasons: 
 
    1.  An academic sabbatical 
    2.  A visiting professorship, or 
    3.  Federal or state active duty military orders; 
 
and is rented for a period of one (1) year or less during the owner’s absence for the 
aforementioned reasons; and the owner occupies the property as his primary residence when not 
absent. 
 
   C.  The term “person” includes natural persons as well as business 
entities, whether one or more. 
 
   D.  The term “Rental Inspector” means any person designated by the City 
to perform inspections and determine compliance with the applicable rules, standards, statutes 
and ordinances. 
 
   E.  A dwelling unit is defined in accordance with Morris City Code 
Chapter 11 Land Use Regulation. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Licensing Requirements.  It is unlawful for any person to hereafter 
occupy, allow to be occupied, advertise for occupancy, solicit occupants of, or let to another 
person for occupancy any residential rental property within the City for which there is no an 
effective license.  Initial application and renewal shall be made upon forms furnished by the 
Stevens County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) for such purpose and shall 
specifically require the following minimum information: 
 
   A.  Name, address and phone number of the property owner and, if owner 
is not a natural person, the name, address and phone number of a designated agent for the owner. 
 
   B.  The name, phone number, and address of any person authorized to 
make or order made repairs or services for the property, if in violation of City or State Codes, if  

§ 4.31 
 
the person is different than the owner. 
 
   C.  The street address of the rental property. 
 
   D.  The number and types of units within the rental property (dwelling 
units or sleeping rooms). 
 
A rental property owner and/or the designated agent must notify the HRA in writing within 30 
calendar days after the change in the above information. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Fees and Penalties.  There shall be a license fee for the initial license, 
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and an annual renewal fee thereafter.  The fee shall be based upon the number of units.  There 
shall also be a license transfer fee and a license reinstatement fee.  All fees shall be established 
by resolution of the Council.  Administrative penalties for failure to comply with any portion of 
these rules, standards, statutes, and ordinances will be established by resolution of the Council. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Manner of Licensing and Renewal. 
 
   A.  Initial application for license of property which is not licensed as 
residential rental property on the effective date of this Section, or for licensed residential rental 
property when there is a change in type of occupancy, shall be made by personally filing an 
application for license with the Stevens County HRA before the property is used as residential 
rental property or before use as a new type of occupancy. 
 
   B.  If there is a change in the type of occupancy from the type stated on 
the registration statement, a new registration statement and license will be required. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Method and Manner of Certification.  Upon receipt of an initial 
application, the Stevens County HRA shall forward a copy to the Rental Inspector, who shall 
then, within 10 (ten) working days, perform an inspection of the property to determine whether 
such property complies with the provisions of applicable rules, standards, statutes, and 
ordinances.  The Rental Inspector shall make a report thereon.  No license shall be issued if the 
premises and building do not fully comply with all the provisions of the applicable rules, 
standards, statutes and ordinances. 
 
  Subd. 7.   Inspections.  After initial application and inspection, each rental 
property shall be required to undergo a renewal inspection before the 31st of December in the 3rd 
year following the year of the initial issuance.  The Stevens County HRA shall notify the owner 
or the designated agent when the renewal inspection is due.  Failure to receive a renewal notice 
from the Stevens County HRA shall not excuse the owner from meeting the license 
requirements.  Renewal of licenses will not occur unless the license fee has been paid and the 
property has been inspected by the Rental Inspector within ninety (90) days of the date of the 
renewal notice.  It is the owner’s responsibility to ensure ample time is planned for 
accommodating the renewal  
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inspection before the license expires. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Method of Correction.  Whenever the Rental Inspector determines that 
any residential rental property fails to meet the requirements set forth in the applicable rules, 
standards, statutes or ordinances; the HRA shall issue a correction order setting forth the 
violations and ordering the owner and/or owner’s designated agent to correct such violations.  
This notice and order shall: 
 
   A.  Be in written form; 
 
   B.  Describe the location and nature of the violation; 
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   C.  Establish a reasonable time for the correction of any violation; 
 
   D.  Be served upon the owner or the owner’s designated agent.  Such 
notice shall be deemed to be properly served if a copy thereof is: 
 
    1.  Served upon the owner, designated agent and/or occupant 
personally; or 
 
    2.  Sent by regular mail service. 
 
Failure to correct violations within the time period stated in the correction order shall result in an 
administrative penalty to be set by Council resolution, as well as other sanctions provided by law  
or this ordinance.  If the correction order relates to actions or omissions of the occupant, and the 
occupant fails to make the necessary correction, the owner may be required to remedy the 
condition by whatever means necessary.  No adverse action shall be taken against an owner for 
failure to remedy a condition during the pendency of a bona fide eviction proceeding being 
pursued diligently by the owner. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Transfer of Property.  No later than thirty (30) days after licensed 
residential rental property is sold, the purchaser must provide written notice to the HRA of the 
purchase, provide the HRA with the information required under 4.32, Subd. 3 (a) – (d) and pay 
the required fee for transferring a license.  Failure to make application within the specified time 
limit shall result in automatic forfeiture of the license.  Relicensing of any property for which the 
license has been forfeited shall require application for a new license.  The fee for license transfer 
shall be set by Council resolution.   
 
  Subd. 10.  License Suspension and Revocation. 
 
   A.  Any license may be suspended or revoked at any time during the life 
of said license for good cause including, but not limited to the following: 
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    1.  False or misleading information given or provided in 
connection with the initial license application or renewal; 
 
    2.  Failure to pay any fee herein provided for; 
 
    3.  Failure to allow access for the rental inspection. 
  
    4.  Failure to correct violations in the time period prescribed. 
 
    5.  Violations committed or permitted by the licensed owner 
and/or the owner’s designated agent, of any rules, codes, statutes and ordinances relating to, 
pertaining to, or governing the license and the premises. 
 
   B.  A suspended license shall be reinstated when the circumstances 
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leading to the suspension have been remedied and a reinstatement fee as set by Council 
resolution has been paid. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Maintenance of Records.    All records, files, and documents 
pertaining to the Rental License Program shall be maintained for five years after the license 
expiration, in the office of the Stevens County HRA and made available to the public as allowed 
or required by the applicable laws, rules, codes, statutes or ordinances. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Rental Appeals Board.     The City Council shall act as the appeals 
board for the Residential Rental Property Registration and Licensing system.  The City Council 
shall hear appeals arising from a correction order and affirm, modify or reverse, in whole or 
part, such correction orders.  The City Council shall also review and approve administrative 
policies and procedures pursuant to this ordinance, and regularly review and make such 
recommendations, as they deem reasonable and necessary as to the schedule of fees and penalties 
required under this section. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #108, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  02-27-18 
 
  Subd. 13.   Appeal Process.  When it is alleged by any person to whom a 
correction order is directed that such order is based upon erroneous interpretation of the 
applicable rules, standards, statutes or ordinance or mistake in fact, such person may appeal the 
correction order to the Rental Housing Commission. 
 
Such appeal must be in writing, must specify the grounds for the appeal, must be accompanied 
by any filing fee set by Council resolution, and must be filed within twenty (20) business days 
after receiving the correction order.  Upon receipt of the written appeal, the HRA Director shall 
set a date for a hearing and give the appellant at least fourteen (14) days prior written notice of 
the date, time and place of the hearing.  By mutual agreement between the appellant and the 
HRA  
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Director, the fourteen (14) day notice may be waived. 
 
The appellant shall have the right to appear and be represented by counsel.  The Morris City 
Council shall hear and consider the matter within thirty-days (30) of the filing of an appeal.  The 
filing of an appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from unless 
the Rental Inspector determines that such a stay would cause imminent peril to life, health, or 
property. 
 
The Council shall thereafter affirm, modify or reverse the correction order upon such terms as 
the Council deems necessary to accomplish the purposes of this ordinance.  A copy of the 
decision shall be mailed to the appellant. 
 
  Subd. 14.  Authority.  Nothing in this Section shall prevent the City from taking 
action under any applicable rule, standard, statute or ordinance for violations thereof to seek 
either injunctive relief or criminal prosecution for such violations as therein provided.  Nothing 
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contained in this Section shall prevent the City from seeking injunctive relief against a property 
owner or designated agent who fails to comply with the terms and conditions of this Section on 
registration and licensing including an order prohibiting the occupancy of such rental units until 
violations of this Section have been remedied by the property owner or designated agent. 

  
  Subd. 15.  Posting.  Every licensee of residential rental property shall 
conspicuously post a copy of the current license (in a frame with transparent cover) in a public 
corridor, hallway, or lobby of the rental property for which it is issued.  For properties with one 
or two units, the owner must post the license certificate in a frame with a transparent cover in 
such a manner so as to be easily viewed and readable in the building for which it was issued. 
 
  Subd. 16.  Inspection Access.  Property owners and their agents shall permit the 
Rental Inspector to inspect all premises governed by this ordinance to determine if the building 
is operated as a rental property and/or to determine compliance with the provisions of this 
section, and shall fully cooperate with such inspections at any time, on reasonable notice.  The 
property owners or their agents shall make reasonable efforts to notify tenants of planned 
inspections of their rental units to the extent required by state law.    
 
Failure of a property owner to obey any of the requirements of this subdivision shall subject the 
property owner to suspension or revocation of license, in addition to other remedies and/or 
penalties provided by law.  Any such suspension or revocation shall continue until the inspection 
sought has been completed, any violations satisfactorily remedied and any outstanding fees or 
penalties have been paid. 
 
  Subd. 17.  Applicable Laws.  Licensees shall be subject to all applicable rules, 
standards, statutes and ordinances; and this Section shall not be construed or interpreted to 
supersede any other such applicable rules, standards, statutes or ordinances. 

 
§ 4.31 

 
  Subd. 18.  Tenant Identification.  Licensees are required to provide names of 
tenants occupying rental property when the Stevens County HRA, or a Police Officer submits a 
written request. 
 
  Subd. 19.  Rules, Policies and Procedures.  The City Council may adopt rules, 
policies and procedures from time to time, by resolution for the implementation of this section.  
Violation of any such rule, policy or procedure by a property owner shall be considered a 
violation of this ordinance. 
 
  Subd. 20.  Inspection Standards.  All rental property shall meet the applicable 
standards set forth in the MN State Building Code. 

  
  Subd. 21.  Criminal Penalties.  Violation of any provision of this section by an 
owner, owner’s designated agent, and/or occupant shall constitute a misdemeanor. 
 
  Subd. 22.  Severability.  If any provision of this section or amendment thereto, 
or the application thereof to any person, entity or circumstance, is held invalid or 
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unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this section shall remain 
in full force and effect and the application thereof to other persons, entities or circumstances 
shall not be affected thereby. 
 
      Source:  Ordinance #93, 3rd Series   
      Effective Date: 2-12-13  
 
 (Sections 4.32 through 4.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 

(pages 126 through 130 reserved)
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§ 4.99 
 
 SEC. 4.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
or performs an act prohibited or declared unlawful or fails to act when such failure is prohibited 
or declared unlawful by a Code adopted by reference by this Chapter, and upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated in specific provisions 
hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 5 
 
 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LICENSING AND REGULATION 
 
 SECTION 5.0l.  DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Chapter, unless otherwise stated in 
specific sections, the following words and terms shall have the meanings stated: 
 
   1.  "Alcoholic Beverage" means any beverage containing more than one-half of 
one percent alcohol by volume, including, but not limited to, beer, wine and liquor as defined in 
this Section. 
 
   2.  "Applicant" means any person making an application for a license under this 
Chapter. 
 
   3.  "Application" means a form with blanks or spaces thereon, to be filled in 
and completed by the applicant as his/her request for a license, furnished by the City and 
uniformly required as a prerequisite to the consideration of the issuance of a license for a 
business. 
 
   4.  "Beer" means malt liquor containing not less than one-half of one percent 
alcohol by volume nor more than 3.2 percent alcohol by weight.  (This definition includes so-
called "malt coolers" with the alcoholic content limits stated herein.) 
 
   5.  "Brewer" means a person who manufactures beer for sale. 
 
   6.  "Club" means an incorporated organization organized under the laws of the 
State for civic, fraternal, social, or business purposes, for intellectual improvement, or for the 
promotion of sports, or a congressionally chartered veterans' organization, which:  (1) has more 
than fifty members; (2) has owned or rented a building or space in a building for more than one 
year that is suitable and adequate for the accommodation of its members; (3) is directed by a 
board of directors, executive committee, or other similar body chosen by the members at a 
meeting held for that purpose.  No member, officer, agent, or employee shall receive any profit 
from the distribution or sale of beverages to the members of the club, or their guests, beyond a 
reasonable salary or wages fixed and voted each year by the governing body.  Such club or 
congressionally chartered veterans' organization must have been in existence for at least three 
years. 
 
   7.  "Commissioner" means the Minnesota Commissioner of Public Safety. 
 
   8.  "Exclusive Liquor Store" means an establishment used exclusively for the 
sale of liquor except for the incidental sale of ice, tobacco, beer, beverages for mixing with 
liquor, soft drinks, liqueur-filled candies, food products that contain more than one-half of 1% 
alcohol by volume, cork extraction devices, books and videos on the use of alcoholic beverages, 
magazines and other publications published primarily for information and education on alcoholic 
beverages, and the  establishment may offer recorded or live entertainment. 
 § 5.01 
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   9.  "Hotel" means an establishment where food and lodging are regularly 
furnished to transients and which has:  (1) a dining room serving the general public at tables and 
having facilities for seating at least thirty guests at one time; and (2) at least ten guest rooms. 
 
  10.  "License" means a document, issued by the City, to an applicant permitting 
him/her carry on and transact the business stated therein. 
 
  11.  "Licensee" means an applicant who, pursuant to his/her approved 
application, holds a valid, current, unexpired license, which has neither been revoked nor is then 
under suspension, from the City for carrying on the business stated therein. 
 
  12.  "License Fee" means the money paid to the City pursuant to an application 
and prior to issuance of a license to transact and carry on the business stated therein. 
 
  13.  "Licensed Premises" means the space or structure described in the issued 
license.  In the case of a restaurant or a club licensed for on-sales of alcoholic beverages and 
located on a golf course, "licensed premises" means the entire golf course except for areas where 
motor vehicles are regularly parked or operated. 
 
  14.  "Liquor" means ethyl alcohol and distilled, fermented, spirituous, vinous 
and malt beverages containing in excess of 3.2 percent of alcohol by weight.  (This definition 
includes so-called "wine coolers" and "malt coolers" with the alcoholic content limits stated 
herein.) 
 
  15.  "Malt Liquor" means any beer, ale, or other beverage made from malt by 
fermentation and containing not less than one-half of one percent alcohol by volume. 
 
  16.  "Manufacturer" means every person who, by any process of manufacture, 
fermenting, brewing, distilling, refining, rectifying, blending, or by the combination of different 
materials, prepares or produces alcoholic beverages for sale. 
 
  17.  "Minor" means any natural person who has not attained the age of 2l years. 
 
  18.  "Off-Sale" means the sale of alcoholic beverages in original packages for 
consumption off the licensed premises only. 
 
  19.  "On-Sale" means the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
licensed premises only. 
 
  20.  "Package" and "Original Package" mean any container or receptacle 
holding alcoholic beverages, which container or receptacle is corked, capped or sealed by a 
manufacturer or wholesaler. 
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  21.  "Restaurant" means an establishment, other than a hotel, under the control 
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of a single proprietor or manager, where meals are regularly prepared on the premises and 
served at tables to the general public, and having a minimum seating capacity for 30 guests. 
 
  22.  "Sale", "Sell" and "Sold" mean all barters and all manners or means of 
furnishing alcoholic beverages to persons, including such furnishing in violation or evasion of 
law. 
  23.  "Wholesaler" means any person engaged in the business of selling alcoholic 
beverages to a licensee from a stock maintained in a warehouse. 
 
  24.  "Wine" means the product made from the normal alcoholic fermentation of 
grapes, including still wine, sparkling and carbonated wine, wine made from condensed grape 
must, wine made from other agricultural products than sound, ripe grapes, imitation wine, 
compounds sold as wine, vermouth, cider, perry and sake.  (This definition includes "wine 
coolers" with the alcoholic content limits stated herein.)  For purposes of on-sale wine licenses, 
"wine" may contain up to 14 percent alcohol by volume for consumption with the sale of food.  
For all other purposes, "wine" is a product containing not less than one-half of one percent nor 
more than 24 percent alcohol by volume for nonindustrial use. 
 
 SEC. 5.02.  APPLICATIONS AND LICENSES UNDER THIS CHAPTER - 
PROCEDURE AND ADMINISTRATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Application.  All applications shall be made at the office of the City 
Manager upon forms prescribed by the City, or if by the Commissioner, then together with such 
additional information as the Council may desire.  Information required may vary with the type 
of business organization making application.  All questions asked or information required by the 
application forms shall be answered fully and completely by the applicant. 
 
  Subd. 2.  False Statements.  It is unlawful for any applicant to intentionally 
make a false statement or omission upon any application form.  Any false statement in such 
application, or any willful omission to state any information called for on such application form 
shall, upon discovery of such falsehood, work an automatic refusal of license, or if already 
issued, shall render any license issued pursuant thereto void and of no effect to protect the 
applicant from prosecution for violation of this Chapter, or any part thereof. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Application and Investigation Fees.  At the time the initial or transfer 
application is made, an applicant for a license under this Chapter shall accompany such 
application with payment of a fee to be considered an application and investigation fee, not 
refundable to the applicant, to cover the cost of the City in processing the application and the 
investigation of the applicant.  No such fee shall be required of an applicant for a temporary beer 
license. 
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  Subd. 4.  Action. 
 
   A.  Granting.  The Council may approve any application for the period of 
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the remainder of the then current license year or for the entire ensuing license year.  All 
applications including proposed license periods must be consistent with this Chapter.  Prior to 
consideration of any application for a license, the applicant shall pay the license fee, and if 
applicable, pay the investigation fee.  Upon rejection of any application for a license, or upon 
withdrawal of an application before consideration by the Council, the license fee shall be 
refunded to the applicant.  Failure to pay any portion of a fee when due shall be cause for 
revocation. 
 
   B.  Issuing.  If an application is approved, the City Manager shall 
forthwith issue a license pursuant thereto in the form prescribed by the City or the 
Commissioner, as the case may be, and upon payment of the license fee.  All licenses shall be on 
a calendar year basis unless otherwise specified herein.  For licenses issued and which are to 
become effective other than on the first day of the licensed year, the fee to be paid with the 
application shall be a pro rata share of the annual license fee.  Licenses shall be valid only at one 
location and on the premises therein described. 
 
   C.  Transfer.  A license shall be transferable between persons upon 
consent of the Council and payment of the investigation fee and transfer fee.  No license shall be 
transferable to a different location.  It is unlawful to make any transfer in violation of this 
Subparagraph. 
 
   D.  Refusal and Termination.  The Council may, in its sole discretion 
and for any reasonable cause, refuse to grant any application.  No license shall be granted to a 
person of questionable moral character or business reputation.  Licenses shall terminate only by 
expiration or revocation. 
 
   E.  Public Interest.  No license under this Chapter may be issued, 
transferred, or renewed if the results of any investigation show, to the satisfaction of the Council, 
that such issuance, transfer, or renewal would not be in the public interest. 
 
   F. Administrative Process for Furnishing to Minors.    For any 
license granted under the provisions of this Chapter, the procedure for violations by licensees or 
their agents or employees, or violations on licensed premises for which the licensee may be held 
responsible, shall be pursuant to Subdivision 5 hereof.  Nothing in this provision or said 
Subdivision 5 shall relieve any person from criminal liability otherwise established under this 
section or under any other law.  However, the procedure set forth in Subdivision 5 shall 
represent the exclusive administrative sanctions available under the Morris City Code against the 
persons or entities covered thereunder. 
 
   G.  Revocation or Suspension.  For any license granted under the  
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provisions of this Chapter, the Council may revoke, suspend for a period not to exceed sixty 
days, impose a civil fine not to exceed $2,000.00, or any combination of these sanctions, for 
each violation not referenced at Subdivision 4.F., above, on a finding that the licensee has failed 
to comply with a statute, regulation or provision of the City Code relating to alcoholic 
beverages.  The Council shall revoke the license upon conviction of any licensee or agent or 
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employee of a licensee for violating any law relating to the sale or possession of beer, wine or 
liquor upon premises of the licensee, or if such revocation is mandatory by Statute.  If it shall be 
made to appear at the hearing thereon that such violation was not willful, the Council may order 
suspension; provided that revocation shall be ordered upon the third such violation or offense.  
No suspension or revocation shall take effect until the licensee has been afforded an opportunity 
for a hearing before the Council, a committee of the Council, or a hearing under the 
Administrative Procedures Act, as may be determined by the Council in action calling the 
hearing.  Such hearing shall be called by the Council upon written notice to the licensee served 
in person or by certified mail not less than fifteen nor more than thirty days prior to the hearing 
date, stating the time, place and purpose thereof.  As additional restrictions or regulations on 
licensees under this Chapter, and in addition to grounds for revocation or suspension stated in 
the City Code or Statute, the following shall also be grounds for such action:  (1) that the 
licensee suffered or permitted illegal acts upon licensed premises unrelated to the sale of beer, 
wine or liquor; (2) that the licensee had knowledge of such illegal acts upon licensed premises, 
but failed to report the same to police; (3) that the licensee failed or refused to cooperate fully 
with police in investigating such alleged illegal acts upon licenses premises; or, (4) that the 
activities of the licensee created a serious danger to public health, safety or welfare. 
 
   H.  Corporate Applicants and Licensees.  A corporate applicant, at the 
time of application, shall furnish the City with a list of all persons that have an interest in such 
corporation and the extent of such interest.  The list shall name all shareholders and show the 
number of shares held by each, either individually or beneficially for others.  It is the duty of 
each corporate licensee to notify the City Manager in writing of any change in legal ownership, 
or beneficial interest in such corporation or in such shares.  Any change in the ownership or 
beneficial interest in the shares entitled to be voted at a meeting of the shareholders of a 
corporate licensee, which results in the change of voting control of the corporation by the 
persons owning the shares therein, shall be deemed equivalent to a transfer of the license issued 
to the corporation, and any such license shall be revoked thirty days after any such change in 
ownership or beneficial interest of shares unless the Council has been notified of the change in 
writing and has approved it by appropriate action.  The Council, or any officer of the City 
designated by it, may at any reasonable time examine the stock transfer records and minute 
books of any corporate licensee in order to verify and identify the shareholders, and the Council 
or its designated officer may examine the business records of any other licensee to the extent 
necessary to disclose the interest which persons other than the licensee have in the licensed 
business.  The Council may revoke any license issued upon its determination that a change of 
ownership of shares in a corporate licensee or any change of ownership of any interest in the 
business of any other licensee has actually resulted in the change of control of the licensed 
business so as materially to  
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affect the integrity and character of its management and its operation, but no such action shall be  
taken until after a hearing by the Council on notice to the licensee. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Administrative Process 
 
   A. Compliance Checks.  Licensees shall be subject to compliance 
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checks to determine compliance with this section and other applicable law, and particularly with 
respect to the sale or furnishing to minors, or consumption by minors, of alcoholic beverages.  
At least one compliance check shall be performed for each licensee per year.  Compliance 
checks shall be conducted by The Morris Police Department and/or persons officially designated 
by law enforcement officials.  Compliance checks will be random and unannounced and shall 
include, but necessarily be limited to, surveillance including minors attempting to purchase 
alcohol.  The finding of non-compliance during any such compliance check shall constitute a 
violation of this subdivision and the violator shall be subject to the sanctions set forth in this 
subdivision.  Additional compliance checks during a license year may be conducted whether or 
not a prior violation has been found. 
 
   B.  Persons Performing Checks.  Any person under the age of 21 years 
who is participating in an official compliance check coordinating and sponsored by the Morris 
Police Department, the Stevens County Sheriff’s Department, or any other law enforcement 
agency with jurisdiction in the City of Morris, shall not be in violation of this section for having 
procured, attempted to procure, possessed or attempted to possess alcoholic beverages, so long 
as such person complies with the directives of the sponsoring law enforcement agency.  Such 
individuals’ actions, if within the scope of the compliance check, shall not be considered as 
constituting intent to violate the law.  
 
   C.  Administrative Penalties (Licensees).  The following administrative 
penalties shall apply for violations by license holders covered by this subdivision:  
 
    1.  For the first violation from and after the effective date of this 
ordinance, a $250.00 fine. 
 
    2.  For a violation within 24 months of a previous violation under 
this ordinance, the penalty shall be a $500.00 fine and a license suspension of one day. 
 
    3.  For a violation within 36 months of the first of two previous 
violations under this ordinance, the penalty shall be a $1,000.00 fine and license suspension of 
one week. 
 
    4.  For a violation within 60 months of the first of three or more 
previous violations under this ordinance, the license shall be revoked. 
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The penalties set forth in this section shall apply whether the violation occurs during a 
compliance check or through a violation otherwise proven. 
 
For purposes of this section, a “previous violation under this ordinance” shall include instances 
where the license holder has been sanctioned under this ordinance for sale or furnishing alcohol 
to underage persons either as a result of a compliance check or a violation otherwise proven, and 
shall also include instances where an employee or agent of the license holder has been convicted 
in criminal court for the offense of sale or furnishing alcohol to an underage person if the 
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offense took place within the scope of employment with the license holder.  The effective date of 
a previous violation, for calculation of the passage of time following the violation, shall be the 
date of the commission of the act that constitutes the violation. 
 
License suspensions under this section shall be for a continuous period and shall commence not 
more than 30 days after they are levied by the City or, in the case of appeal, not more than 30 
days after the resolution of any such appeal. 
 
   D.  Administrative Penalties (Clerks).  An individual clerk, employee, 
or agent of a licensee who sells or furnishes alcoholic beverages to a person under the age of 21 
years in connection with the licensee’s business shall be assessed an administrative penalty of 
$250.00. 
 
   E.  Notice.  Any correspondence concerning compliance with this 
subdivision shall (in the case of a licensee) be sent to the license holder’s address as set forth in 
the license application by registered mail or (in the case of a clerk, employee or agent) to the 
person’s last known address.  A person or entity shall be mailed a written notice at least ten (10) 
days in advance of any action under this subdivision becoming final, informing the recipient of 
the violation claimed and the applicable rights as set forth herein. 
 
   F.  Request for Hearing.  License holders or other persons notified of a 
penalty hereunder shall have ten days after mailing of notice to request, in writing, a hearing, 
which shall be held before the City Council, and at which hearing the party aggrieved shall have 
the opportunity to respond to the charges and present testimony, evidence, and legal argument. 
 
   G.  Standard of Proof.  Violations of this ordinance shall be found to 
have occurred if proven by clear and convincing evidence. 
 
   H.  Appeals.  A license holder or other person penalized hereunder, or the 
City Attorney, if aggrieved by the decision of the City Council, may appeal to the Stevens 
County District Court within 30 days of the date of mailing of notice of the City Council’s 
determination. 
 
   I.  Other Laws.  Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting 
the subjection of any individual or retailer to whatever penalties are available under any other  
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local, state or federal law, or other applicable law or regulations, except as specifically set forth 
in subdivision 5.F. herein. 
 
   J.  Savings Clause.  If any section or portion of this subdivision shall be 
found unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, or unenforceable by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction, that finding shall not serve as an invalidation or affect the validity or enforceability 
of any other section or provision of this subdivision or of this ordinance. 
 
   K.  Responsibility for Acts of Agents.   All licensees under this 
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ordinance shall be responsible for the actions of their employees, officers and agents in regard to 
the sale or furnishing of alcoholic beverages on the licensed premises or in connection with the 
licensed premises, and the sale or furnishing of such an item by an employee, agent or officer 
shall be considered to have been committed by the license holder. 
 
   L.  Defenses.  It is an affirmative defense to an allegation of selling or 
furnishing alcoholic beverages to a person under the age of 21 years in violation of this 
subdivision that the licensee, employee, agent or officer, as the case may be, relied reasonably 
and in good faith upon proof of age by identification purporting to be or being: 
 
    1.  A valid driver’s license or identification card issued by the 
State of Minnesota, another state or a province of Canada, and including the photograph and date 
of birth of the licensed person; 
 
    2.  A valid military identification card issued by the United States 
Department of Defense; or 
 
    3.  In the case of a foreign national from a nation other than 
Canada, a valid passport. 
 
   M.  Warning of Compliance Check.  Any person warning a licensee, its 
employees or agent of an impending compliance check shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
   N.  Failure to Comply.  In addition to any criminal penalties which may 
imposed by a court of law pursuant to this section or any other applicable law, the City Council 
may suspend or revoke a license on a finding that the license holder has failed to comply with a 
sanction given pursuant to this section. 
 
   O.  Municipal Liquor Store.  All provisions of this subdivision, 
including penalties, shall be equally applicable to the Morris Municipal Liquor Store and its 
employees, as if it held a liquor license.  Any sum that would otherwise be characterized as a 
“fine” shall, in the case of a violation by the Morris Municipal Liquor Store, be paid over from 
its funds to the law enforcement agency responsible for enforcing this ordinance. 
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  Subd. 6.  Duplicate Licenses.  Duplicates of all original licenses under this 
Chapter may be issued by the City Manager without action by the Council, upon licensee’s 
affidavit that the original has been lost, and upon payment of the fee adopted by resolution of the 
Council for issuance of a duplicate.  All duplicate licenses shall be clearly marked DUPLICATE. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Posting.  All licensees shall conspicuously post their licenses in their 
places of business. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Persons Disqualified 
 
   A.  No license under this Chapter may be issued, or renewed, to:  (1) a 
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person who within five years of the license application has been convicted of any felony or a 
willful violation of a Federal or State law, or local ordinance governing the manufacture, sale, 
distribution, or possession for sale or distribution, of alcoholic beverages; (2) a person who has 
had an alcoholic beverage license revoked within five years of the license application, or to any 
person who at the time of the violation owns any interest, whether as a holder of more than five 
percent of the capital stock of a corporate licensee, as a partner or otherwise, in the premises or 
in the business conducted thereon, or to a corporation, partnership, association, enterprise, 
business, or firm in which any such person is in any manner interested; (3) a person under the 
age of twenty-one years; or, (4) a person not of good moral character and repute.   
 
   B.  No person holding a license from the Commissioner as a 
manufacturer, brewer (except as provided by statute), wholesaler or importer, may have a direct 
or indirect interest, in whole or in part, in a business holding an alcoholic beverage license from 
the City. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #61, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  07-18-05 
 
  Subd. 9.  License Applicant Criminal History Background Checks.  The 
purpose and intent of this subdivision is to establish regulations that will allow law enforcement 
access to Minnesota’s Computerized Criminal History information for specified non-criminal 
purposes of licensing background checks. 
 
   A.  Responsibility.  The Police Department is hereby required, as the 
exclusive entity within the City, to do a criminal history background investigation on the 
applicants for the following licenses within the city;   
 
     1.  Club License 
     2.  Off Sale 3.2 Malt Beverage 
     3.  On Sale 3.2 Malt Beverage 
     4.  On Sale Liquor 
     5.  Sunday Liquor 
     6.  Pawnbroker 
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     7.  Solicitor 
     8.  Wine 
 
   B.  Conducting Investigations.  In conducting the criminal history 
background investigation in order to screen license applicants, the Police Department is 
authorized to access data maintained in the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension’s 
Computerized Criminal History information system in accordance with BCA policy.  Any data 
that is accessed and acquired shall be maintained at the Police Department under the care and 
custody of the chief law enforcement official or his or her designee.  A Summary of the results 
of the Computerized Criminal History data may be released by the Police Department to the 
licensing authority, including the City Council, the City Manager or other city staff involved in 
the license approval process. 
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   C.  Consent.  Before the investigation is undertaken, the applicant must 
authorize the Police Department by written consent to undertake the investigation.  The written 
consent must fully comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statute Chapter 13 regarding the 
collection, maintenance and use of the information.  
 
   D.  Rejection of Applicant.  Except for the positions set forth in 
Minnesota Statutes Section 364.09, the city will not reject an applicant for a license on the basis 
of the applicant’s prior conviction unless the crime is directly related to the license sought and 
the conviction is for a felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor with jail sentence.  If the 
City rejects the applicant’s request on this basis, the City shall notify the applicant in writing of 
the following: 
 
     1.  The grounds and reasons for the denial. 
     2. The applicant complaint and grievance procedure set 
forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 364.06. 
     3.  The earliest date the applicant may reapply for the 
license. 
     4.  That all competent evidence of rehabilitation will be 
considered upon reapplication. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #94, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-27-13 
       
 SEC. 5.03.  RENEWAL LICENSE APPLICATIONS.  Applications for renewal of all 
licenses under this Chapter shall be made by November 30 of each year or be subject to a fine of 
15% of the license fee but not less than $100.00, and shall contain such information as is 
required by the City.  This time requirement may be waived by the Council for good and 
sufficient cause. 
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 SEC. 5.04.  CONDITIONAL LICENSES.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, the Council may, upon a finding of the necessity therefor, place such special conditions 
and restrictions, in addition to those stated in this Chapter, upon any license as it, in its 
discretion, may deem reasonable and justified. 
 
 SEC. 5.05.  PREMISES LICENSED.  A license issued under the provisions of this 
Chapter shall be valid only for the premises described in the license, and all transactions relating 
to a sale under such license must take place within such space or structure. 
 
 SEC. 5.06.  UNLAWFUL ACTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Consumption.  It is unlawful for any person to consume, or any 
licensee to permit consumption of, alcoholic beverages on licensed premises more than thirty 
(30) minutes after the hour when a sale thereof can legally be made. 
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  Subd. 2.  Closing.  It is unlawful for any person, other than a licensee or his/her 
bona fide employee actually engaged in the performance of his/her duties, to be on premises 
licensed under this Chapter more than thirty (30) minutes after the legal time for making 
licensed sales, unless the licensed establishment is open to the public for serving food. 
 
 SEC. 5.07.  CONDUCT ON LICENSED PREMISES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  It is in the best interest of the public health, safety and 
general welfare of the people of the City that certain types of entertainment be prohibited upon 
the premises of establishments licensed under this Chapter so as to best protect and assist the 
owners, operators and employees thereof, as well as the patrons thereof and the public in 
general.  Further, the standards set forth herein are reflective of the prevailing community 
standards in the City. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Certain Acts Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any licensee to permit or 
allow any person to be upon the licensed premises when such person does not have his or her 
buttocks, anus, breast and genitals covered with a non-transparent material. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Responsibility of Licensee.  Except as herein provided, every licensee 
under this Chapter shall be responsible for the conduct of his/her place of business and shall 
maintain conditions of sobriety and order therein. 
 
 SEC. 5.08.  SALE BY EMPLOYEE.  Any sale of an alcoholic beverage in or from any 
premises licensed under this Chapter by any employee authorized to make such sale in or from 
such place is the act of the employer as well as of the person actually making the sale; and every 
such employer is liable to all of the penalties, except criminal penalties, provided by law for 
such sale, equally with the person actually making the sale. 
 
 § 5.09 
 
 SEC. 5.09.  LICENSE CONDITION AND UNLAWFUL ACT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  All premises licensed under this Chapter shall at all times be open to 
inspection by any police officer to determine whether or not this Chapter and all other laws are 
being observed.  All persons, as a condition to being issued such license, consent to such 
inspection by such officers and without a warrant for searches or seizures. 
 
  Subd. 2.  It is unlawful for any licensee, or agent or employee of a licensee, to 
hinder or prevent a police officer from making such inspection. 
 
 SEC. 5.10.  LICENSE FEES - FIXING AND REFUNDMENT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Fixing Fees.  Except as otherwise specifically provided, all fees for 
licenses provided for in this Chapter, including, but not by way of limitation, license fees, 
investigation and administration fees, shall be fixed and determined by the Council, adopted by 
resolution, and uniformly enforced.  Such fees may, from time-to-time, be amended by the 
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Council by resolution.  Provided, however, that before any such liquor license fee shall be 
increased, a 30-day notice shall be mailed to all affected licensees and a hearing held thereon.  A 
copy of the resolution shall be kept on file in the office of the City Manager and open to 
inspection during regular business hours.  For the purpose of fixing such fees, the Council may 
categorize and classify, provided, that such categorization and classification shall be included in 
the resolution authorized by this Section. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Refundment.  A pro-rata share of an annual license fee for a license to 
sell alcoholic beverages, either on-sale or off-sale, shall be refunded to the licensee, or to his 
estate, if:  (1) the business ceases to operate because of destruction or damage; (2) the licensee 
dies; or, (3) the business ceases to be lawful for a reason other than a license revocation or 
suspension. 
 
 SEC. 5.11.  FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Proof.  No alcoholic beverage license shall be issued or renewed unless 
and until the applicant has provided proof of financial responsibility, imposed by Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 340A.404. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Exception.  This Section does not apply to on-sale beer licensees with 
sales of beer of less than $10,000.00 for the preceding year, nor to off-sale beer licensees with 
sales of beer of less than $20,000.00 for the preceding year, nor does it apply to holders of 
on-sale wine licenses with sales of wine of less than $10,000.00 for the preceding year.  An 
affidavit of the licensee shall be required to establish the exemption under this Subdivision. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Documents Submitted to Commissioner.  All proofs of financial 
responsibility and exemption affidavits filed with the City under this Section shall be submitted  
 § 5.11 
 
by the City to the Commissioner. 
 
 SEC. 5.12.  INSURANCE CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS.  Whenever an 
insurance certificate is required by this Chapter the applicant shall file with the City Manager a 
certificate of insurance showing (1) that the limits are at least as high as required, (2) that 
coverage is effective for at least the license term approved, and (3) that such insurance will not 
be cancelled or terminated without thirty days' written notice served upon the City Manager.  
Cancellation or termination of such coverage shall be grounds for license revocation.  The term 
"certificate of insurance" as used in this Section means the contract between carrier and insured 
embodying all the terms of their agreement as distinguished from a writing which simply 
outlines the coverage. 
 
 SEC. 5.13.  MINORS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 5.01 - UNLAWFUL ACTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Consumption.  It is unlawful for any: 
 
   A.  Licensee to permit any minor to consume alcoholic beverages on 
licensed premises. 
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   B.  Minor to consume alcoholic beverages except in the household of the 
minor's parent or guardian, and then only with the  
consent of such parent or guardian. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Purchasing.  It is unlawful for any: 
 
   A.  Person to sell, barter, furnish, or give alcoholic beverages to a minor 
unless such person is the parent or guardian of the minor, and then only for consumption in the 
household of such parent or guardian. 
 
   B.  Minor to purchase or attempt to purchase any alcoholic beverage. 
 
   C.  Person to induce a minor to purchase or procure any alcoholic 
beverage. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Possession.  It is unlawful for a minor to possess any alcoholic 
beverage with the intent to consume it at a place other than the household of the minor's parent 
or guardian.  Possession of an alcoholic beverage by a minor at a place other than the household 
of the parent or guardian is prima facie evidence of intent to consume it at a place other than the 
household of his parent or guardian. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Entering Licensed Premises.  It is unlawful for any minor, as defined 
in this Chapter, to enter licensed premises or the municipal liquor store for the purpose of 
purchasing or consuming any alcoholic beverage.  It is not unlawful for any person who has  
 § 5.13 
 
attained the age of eighteen years to enter licensed premises for the following purposes:  (1) to 
perform work for the establishment, including the serving of alcoholic beverages, unless 
otherwise prohibited by statute; (2) to consume meals; and (3) to attend social functions that are 
held in a portion of the establishment where liquor is not sold.  It is unlawful for a licensee to 
permit a person under the age of eighteen years to enter licensed premises unless attending a 
social event at which alcoholic beverages are not served, or in the company of a parent or 
guardian. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Misrepresentation of Age.  It is unlawful for a minor to misrepresent 
his/her age for the purpose of purchasing an alcoholic beverage. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Proof of Age.  Proof of age for purchasing or consuming alcoholic 
beverages may be established only by a valid driver's license or identification card issued by 
Minnesota, another State, or a province of Canada, and including the photograph and date of 
birth of the licensed person; or by a valid military identification card issued by the United States 
Department of Defense; or, in the case of a foreign national, from a nation other than Canada, by 
a valid passport. 
 
 SEC. 5.14.  GAMBLING PROHIBITED.  It is unlawful for any licensee to keep, 
possess, or operate, or permit the keeping, possession, or operation on licensed premises of dice 
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or any other gambling device, or permit raffles to be conducted, except such as are authorized by 
Statute or the City Code. 
 
 SEC. 5.15.  CONSUMPTION AND POSSESSION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
ON STREETS, PUBLIC PROPERTY, AND PRIVATE PARKING LOTS TO WHICH 
THE PUBLIC HAS ACCESS.  It is a petty misdemeanor for any person to consume, or 
possess in an unsealed container, any alcoholic beverage on any (1) City park, (2) street, (3) 
public property, (4) private parking lot to which the public has access, except on such premises 
when and where permission has been specifically granted or licensed by the Council, or (5) 
within the Stevens County Fairgrounds at a place other than within the premises of a regularly 
licensed liquor vendor.  Provided, that this Section shall not apply to the possession of an 
unsealed container in a motor vehicle when the container is kept in the trunk of such vehicle if it 
is equipped with a trunk, or kept in some other area of the vehicle not normally occupied by the 
driver or passengers, if the motor vehicle is not equipped with a trunk.  For the purpose of this 
Section, a utility or glove compartment shall be deemed to be within the area occupied by the 
driver or passengers.  Provided, further, that this Section shall not apply to a bus operated under 
a charter, or to a limousine, both as defined by statute. 
 
 SEC. 5.16.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN CERTAIN BUILDINGS AND 
GROUNDS.  It is unlawful for any person to introduce upon, or have in his/her possession 
upon, or in, any public elementary or secondary school ground, or any public elementary or 
secondary school building, any alcoholic beverage, except for experiments in laboratories. 
 
 § 5.17 
  
 SEC. 5.17.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - CERTAIN UNLAWFUL ACTS.  It is 
unlawful for any: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Licensee to sell an alcoholic beverage on any day, or during any hour, 
when such sales are not permitted by law. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Licensee to allow consumption of an alcoholic beverage on licensed 
premises on any day, or during any hour, when such consumption is not permitted by law. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Person to purchase an alcoholic beverage on any day, or during any 
hour, when such sales are not permitted by law. 
 
 SEC. 5.18.  WORKER'S COMPENSATION.  No license to operate a business shall be 
issued by the City until the applicant presents his employer's tax identification number and 
acceptable evidence of compliance with the worker's compensation insurance coverage 
requirement of Minnesota Statutes by providing the name of the insurance company, the policy 
number, and dates of coverage, or the permit to self-insure. 
 
 SEC. 5.19.  CONFECTIONS CONTAINING ALCOHOL.  It is unlawful for any 
person to sell a confection containing alcohol to any person under the age of 21 years.  For 
purposes of this Section, "confection containing alcohol" means a confection containing or 
bearing not more than five percent alcohol by volume where the alcohol is in a nonliquid form 
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by reason of being mixed with other substances in the manufacture of the confection, does not 
include "liqueur-filled candy" as herein defined, and may be sold only by an exclusive liquor 
store licensed under this Chapter or a business establishment that derives more than 50 percent 
of its gross sales from the sale of confections. 
 
 SEC. 5.20.  LIQUEUR-FILLED CANDY.  It is unlawful for any person to sell liqueur-
filled candy to any person under the age of 21 years.  For purposes of this Section, "liqueur-
filled candy" means any confectionery containing more than one-half of one percent alcohol by 
volume in liquid form that is intended for or capable of beverage use, and may be sold only by 
an eligible licensee under this Chapter (or by the municipal dispensary). 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 5.21 through 5.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Page 147 reserved) 
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§ 5.30 
 
 SEC. 5.30.  BEER LICENSE REQUIRED.  It is unlawful for any person, directly or 
indirectly, on any pretense or by any device, to sell, barter, keep for sale, charge for possession, 
or otherwise dispose of beer, as part of a commercial transaction, without a license therefor from 
the City.  This Section shall not apply to sales by manufacturers to wholesalers or to sales by 
wholesalers to persons holding beer licenses from the City.  Annual on-sale beer licenses may be 
issued only to drug stores, restaurants, hotels, bowling centers, clubs, and establishments used 
exclusively for the sale of beer with the incidental sale of tobacco and soft drinks.  Any person 
licensed to sell liquor on-sale shall not be required to obtain an on-sale beer license, and may sell 
beer on-sale without an additional license. 
 
 SEC. 5.31.  TEMPORARY BEER LICENSE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Applicant.  A club or charitable, religious, or non-profit organization 
shall qualify for a temporary on-sale beer license.  Such license may not authorize the sale of 
beer in any school or school buildings. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Conditions. 
 
   A.  An application for a temporary license shall state the exact dates and 
place of proposed temporary sale. 
 
   B.  No applicant shall qualify for a temporary license for more than seven 
(7) days in any calendar year. 
 
   C.  The Council may, but at no time shall it be under any obligation 
whatsoever to, grant a temporary beer license on premises owned or controlled by the City.  Any 
such license may be conditioned, qualified or restricted as the Council sees fit.  If the premises to 
be licensed are owned or under the control of the City, the applicant shall file with the City, 
prior to issuance of the license, a certificate of liability insurance coverage in at least the sum of 
$50,000.00 for injury to any one person and $100,000.00 for injury to more than one person, and 
$10,000.00 for property damage, naming the City as an insured during the license period.  Such 
license shall be issued only on the condition that the applicant will not sell in excess of 
$10,000.00 (retail value) worth of beer in any calendar year, and thereupon shall be exempt from 
proof of financial responsibility as provided for herein. 
 
   D.  The applicant shall comply with all other restrictions, limitations and 
regulations for the sale of beer under the City Code and Statutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 § 5.32 
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 SEC. 5.32.  HOURS AND DAYS OF BEER SALES.  No sale of beer shall be made 
between the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 8:00 o'clock A.M. on the days of Monday through 
Saturday, nor between the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 11:00 o'clock A.M. noon on Sunday.  
No sale shall be made after 4:00 o'clock P.M. on December 24, nor on Christmas Day, 
December 25.   
 
     Source:  Ordinance #104, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-15-15 
 
 (Sections 5.33 through 5.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 5.40 
 
 SEC. 5.40.  LIQUOR LICENSE REQUIRED.  It is unlawful for any person, directly 
or indirectly, on any pretense or by any device, to sell, barter, keep for sale, charge for 
possession, or otherwise dispose of liquor, as part of a commercial transaction, without a license 
therefor from the City.  This Section shall not apply (1) to such potable liquors as are intended 
for therapeutic purposes and not as a beverage, (2) to industrial alcohol and its compounds not 
prepared or used for beverage purposes, (3) to wine in the possession of a person duly licensed 
under this Chapter as an on-sale wine licensee, (4) to sales by manufacturers to wholesalers duly 
licensed as such by the Commissioner, (5) to sales by wholesalers to persons holding liquor 
licenses from the City, or (6) to the municipal liquor store.  The voters of the City having 
authorized such issuance at a special election called for that purpose, the City may issue on-sale 
liquor licenses to hotels, restaurants, and clubs (with the permission of the Commissioner), 
provided that liquor sales will be made only to members  
and bona fide guests. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 5.41 through 5.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 156 through 160 reserved) 
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 § 5.50 
 SEC. 5.50.  SUNDAY SALES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  License Required.  The electorate of the City having heretofore 
authorized the same at a general or special election, a Sunday on-sale liquor license may be 
issued to hotels, restaurants, clubs, or bowling centers, in conjunction with the sale of food, 
which have on-sale liquor licenses and which also have seating capacity for not less than thirty 
guests at one time.  Prior to issuance of such license, the applicant shall provide the City with 
proof of financial responsibility for Sunday sales. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Hours of Sale.  The hours of Sunday on-sale liquor sales shall be from 
11:00 o'clock a.m. on Sundays to 1:00 o'clock A.M. on Mondays, provided that the licensee is in 
conformance with the Minnesota Clean Air Act. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #104, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-15-15 
 
  Subd. 3.  Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful to sell liquor on Sunday unless such 
sales are (1) licensed in accordance with this Section, (2) in conjunction with the sale of food, 
and, (3) during hours of permitted sales. 
 
 SEC. 5.51.  SPORTS, CONVENTION OR CULTURAL FACILITIES LICENSE.  
The Council may authorize any holder of an on-sale liquor license issued by the City or by an 
adjacent municipality to sell liquor at any convention, banquet, conference, meeting or social 
affair conducted on the premises of a sports, convention or cultural facility owned by the City, or 
instrumentality thereof having independent policy-making and appropriating authority and 
located within the City.  The licensee must be engaged to sell liquor at such an event by the 
person or organization permitted to use the premises, and may sell liquor only to persons 
attending the event.  The licensee shall not sell liquor to any person attending or participating in 
any amateur athletic event.  Such sales may be limited to designated areas of the facility.  All 
such sales shall be subject to all laws relating thereto.  The licensee shall provide proof of the 
extension of financial responsibility coverage to the premises on which such sales are to be 
made. 
 
 SEC. 5.52.  TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  License Authorized.  Notwithstanding any provision of the City Code 
to the contrary, the Council may issue a license for the temporary on-sale of liquor in connection 
with a social event sponsored by the licensee.  Such license may provide that the licensee may 
contract with the holder of a full-year on-sale license, issued by the City, for liquor catering 
services. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Applicant.  The applicant for a license under this Section must be a 
club or charitable, religious, or other non-profit organization in existence for at least three years,  
or a political committee registered under Section 10A.14 of Minnesota Statutes. 

§ 5.52 
  Subd. 3.  Terms and Conditions of License. 
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   A.  No license is valid until approved by the Council. 
 
   B.  No license shall be issued for more than four consecutive days. 
 
   C.  No temporary license shall be issued until the City is furnished with 
written proof that the licensee has dram shop coverage in the amount provided for in this 
Chapter, and that such coverage is in force on the premises where liquor is to be served. 
 
   D.  All licenses and licensees are subject to all provisions of statutes and 
the City Code relating to liquor sale and licensing.  The licensee shall provide proof of financial 
responsibility coverage and, in the case of catering by a full-year on-sale licensee, such caterer 
shall provide proof of the extension of such coverage to the licensed premises. 
 
   E.  Licenses may authorize sales on premises other than those owned or 
permanently occupied by the licensee. 
 
   F.  No more than three (3) temporary licenses for the sale of alcoholic 
beverages may be issued to any one organization, or for any one location in a twelve (12) month 
period. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Insurance Required.  The Council may, but at no time shall it be 
under any obligation whatsoever to, grant a temporary liquor license on premises owned or 
controlled by the City.  Any such license may be conditioned, qualified or restricted as the 
Council sees fit.  If the premises to be licensed are owned or under the control of the City, the 
applicant shall file with the City, prior to issuance of the license, a certificate of liability 
insurance coverage in at least the sum of $50,000.00 for injury to any one person, $100,000.00 
for injury to more than one person, and $10,000.00 for property damage, naming the City as an 
insured during the license period. 
 
 SEC. 5.53.  HOURS AND DAYS OF LIQUOR SALES.  No sale of liquor shall be 
made between the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 8:00 o'clock A.M. on the days of Monday 
through Saturday, nor after 1:00 o'clock A.M. on Sunday, nor after 4:00 o'clock P.M. on 
December 24 nor on Christmas Day, December 25.  (NOTE:  This Section does not prohibit 
sales during hours when on-sale is permitted on Sunday as stated in the Section of this Chapter 
entitled "Sunday Sales".) 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 5.54 through 5.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
  
 
 

§ 5.60 
 
 SEC. 5.60.  ON-SALE WINE LICENSE REQUIRED.  It is unlawful for any person, 
directly or indirectly, on any pretense or by any device, to sell, barter, keep for sale, charge for 
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possession, or otherwise dispose of wine on-sale, as part of a commercial transaction, without a 
license therefor from the City.  This Section shall not apply (1) to sales by manufacturers to 
wholesalers duly licensed as such by the Commissioner, (2) to sales by wholesalers to persons 
holding on-sale or off-sale liquor licenses from the City, (3) to sales by wholesalers to persons 
holding on-sale wine licenses from the City, or (4) to sales by on-sale liquor licensees on days 
and during hours when on-sale liquor sales are permitted. 
 
 SEC. 5.61.  HOURS AND DAYS OF SALES BY ON-SALE WINE LICENSEES.  
No on-sale of wine shall be made between the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 11:00 o'clock a.m. 
on Sunday, nor between the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 8:00 o'clock A.M. on the days of 
Monday through Saturday, nor after 4:00 o'clock P.M. on December 24 nor on Christmas Day, 
December 25. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #104, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-15-15 
 
 (Sections 5.62 through 5.69, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 164 through 168 reserved) 
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 § 5.70 
 
 SEC. 5.70.  LIQUOR AND ON-SALE WINE LICENSE RESTRICTIONS, 
REGULATIONS AND UNLAWFUL ACTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Licenses in Connection With Premises of Another.  A license may 
not be issued to a person in connection with the premises of another to whom a license could not 
be issued under the provisions of this Chapter.  This Subdivision does not prevent the granting of 
a license to a proper lessee because the person has leased the premises of a minor, a non-citizen 
who is not a resident alien, or a person who has been convicted of a crime other than a violation 
of this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Employment of Minors.  No person under eighteen (18) years of age 
may sell or serve liquor or wine on licensed premises. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Premises Eligible.  On-sale wine licenses shall be granted only to 
restaurants as defined in this Chapter.  Provided, however, for purposes of this Subdivision, such 
restaurant shall have appropriate facilities for seating not less than 30 guests at one time. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Removal of Wine From Restaurant.  An establishment licensed to 
sell liquor or wine at on-sale under this Chapter may permit a person purchasing a full bottle of 
wine in conjunction with the purchase of a meal to remove the bottle on leaving the licensed 
premises provided that the bottle has been opened and the contents partially consumed.  A 
removal of a bottle under the conditions described in this provision is not an off-sale of liquor 
and may be permitted without additional license. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Church and School Restriction.  No license shall be granted for any 
building within 300 feet of any public elementary or secondary school structure or within 100 
feet of any church structure. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Number of Licenses.  The Council may issue the number of licenses 
authorized by statute or restrict such number from time to time as it may, in its discretion, deem 
proper. 
 
 SEC. 5.71.  CATERER'S PERMIT.  Any restaurant that holds an on-sale Liquor 
license issued by the City may also be issued a caterer's permit by the Commissioner.  The 
holder of a caterer's permit may sell liquor as an incidental part of a food service that serves 
prepared meals at a place other than the premises for which the holder's on-sale liquor license is 
issued. 
 
  Subd. 1.  The restrictions and regulations which apply to the sale of liquor and 
licensed premises also apply to the sale under the authority of a caterer's permit, and any act that 
is prohibited on the licensed premises is also prohibited when the licensee is operating other than 
on the licensed premises under a caterer's permit. 
 
 
 § 5.71 
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  Subd. 2.  Any act which if done on the licensed premises would be grounds for 
cancellation or suspension of the on-sale license, is grounds for cancellation of both the on-sale 
and caterer's permit if done when the permittee is operating away from the licensed premises 
under the authority of the caterer's permit. 
 
  Subd. 3.  The permittee shall notify the Chief of Police, prior to any catered 
event, where the event will take place. 
 
  Subd. 4.  If the primary license ceases to be valid for any reason, the caterer's 
permit ceases to be valid. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Caterer's permits are subject to all laws and provisions governing the 
sale of liquor except those laws and provisions which by their nature are not applicable. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 5.72 through 5.79, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 171 through 175 reserved) 
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 § 5.80 
 
 SEC. 5.80.  CLUB LICENSE RESTRICTIONS AND REGULATIONS, AND 
UNLAWFUL ACTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Member" means any person in good standing according to rules and 
regulations of the licensed club, wherever located, having evidence of current membership upon 
his/her person. 
 
   B.  "Guest" means a person not a member of the club but present on the 
club licensed premises in the company of a host member. 
 
   C.  "Host member" means a member who is entertaining a guest who is 
in the member's company at all times such guest is on the licensed premises. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Daily Register.  In addition to all other general provisions, restrictions 
and regulations set forth in this Chapter, relating to beer or liquor licensees, as the case may be, 
all club licensees shall keep a daily register showing the names of guests present and the name of 
the host member.  Such register shall be open to inspection by police officers at all times. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Unlawful Acts.  The following are in addition to all other unlawful acts 
set forth in this Chapter relating to sales and purchases of beer or liquor, as the case may be: 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for a club licensee to sell liquor or beer to any person 
not a member, or a bona fide guest of a member, of the licensed club. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any club licensee to serve beer or liquor to any 
non-member of the licensed club unless such non-member is a guest. 
 
   C.  It is unlawful for any person who is not a member, or a bona fide 
guest of a member, of the licensed club to purchase liquor or beer from the club. 
 
   D.  It is unlawful for any club licensee to hinder or prevent a police officer 
from determining compliance with this Section and Chapter, and all other laws. 
 
   E.  It is unlawful for any person to refuse, upon request of a licensee or 
police officer, to provide information as to whether he or she is a member, guest or host 
member, or to give false, fraudulent or misleading information in response to such request. 
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 SEC. 5.81.  MUNICIPAL DISPENSARY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Establishment.  A Municipal Dispensary is hereby established to be 
operated within the City for the sale of alcoholic beverages.  Such Dispensary shall be at such 
place or places as the Council shall determine and may be either leased or owned by the City.  It 
shall be in the charge of a person known as the Manager who shall have such assistants as may 
be necessary. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Dispensary Fund.  A Liquor Dispensary Fund is hereby created into 
which all revenues received from the operation of the Dispensary shall be paid, and from which 
all operating expenses shall be paid.  Any surplus accumulating in this Fund may, from time to 
time, be transferred to the General Fund by resolution of the Council, and expended for any 
municipal purpose. 
 
 SEC. 5.82.  CONSUMPTION AND DISPLAY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Consumption and Display License Required.  It is unlawful for any 
business establishment or club, not holding an on-sale liquor license to directly or indirectly, or 
on any pretense or by any device, sell, barter, keep for sale, charge for possession, or otherwise 
dispose of any liquid for the purpose of mixing the same with liquor, or permit its members to 
bring and keep a personal supply of liquor in lockers assigned to such members, without a 
license therefor from the City. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Consumption and Display License Fee.  The annual consumption and 
display license fee is $300.00. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Consumption and Display Restrictions and Regulations. 
 
   A.  Eligible Licensees.  If the applicant is otherwise eligible, licenses may 
be issued only to (1) persons who have not, within five years prior to application, been convicted 
of a felony or of violating provisions of this Chapter or other law relating to the sale or 
furnishing of alcoholic beverages; (2) a restaurant; (3) a hotel; (4) a beer licensee; (5) a resort as 
defined by statute; or, (6) a club or an unincorporated club otherwise meeting the definition of a 
club, provided, that no license may be issued to a club holding an on-sale liquor license. 
 
   B.  Unlawful Act.  It is unlawful to sell alcoholic beverages on licensed 
premises. 
 
   C.  License Expiration.  In order to coordinate the expiration of a 
consumption and display license with a State permit, all licenses shall expire on March 31 of 
each year. 
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   D.  State Permit Required.  Licenses shall be issued only to holders of a 
consumption and display permit from the Commissioner. 
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   E.  Lockers.  A club to which a license is issued under this Section may 
allow members to bring and keep a personal supply of liquor in lockers on the club's premises.  
All bottles kept on the premises must have attached labels signed by the member.  No minor may 
keep a supply of liquor on club premises. 
 
   F.  Hours and Days.  No licensee may permit a person to consume or 
display liquor, and no person may consume or display liquor, between 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 
11:00 o'clock A.M. on Sundays, and between 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 8:00 o'clock A.M. on 
Monday through Saturday. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #104, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-15-15 
 
 SEC. 5.83.  CONSUMPTION AND DISPLAY - ONE DAY LICENSE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  License Required.  Any non-profit organization desiring to serve 
liquids for the purpose of mixing with liquor and permitting the consumption and display of 
liquor in conjunction with a social activity sponsored by it, shall first obtain a license therefor 
from the City.  It is unlawful for any such organization to fail to obtain such license. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Term.  The term of such license shall be one day only. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Limitation on Number.  The City shall issue no more than ten licenses 
in any calendar year. 
 
  Subd. 4.  License Fee.  The fee for such one-day license is $25.00. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Approval.  In addition to Council approval, such license must be 
approved by the Commissioner of Public Safety. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 5.84 through 5.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 179 through 183 reserved) 



(04-14-97) 
 

184 



(04-14-97) 
 

185 



(04-14-97) 
 

186 



(04-14-97) 
 

187 



(04-14-97) 
 

188 



(04-14-97) 
 

189 

 § 5.99 
 
 SEC. 5.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 6 
 
 OTHER BUSINESS REGULATION AND LICENSING 
 
 SECTION 6.01.  DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Chapter, the following words and 
terms shall have the meanings stated: 
 
  1.  "Applicant" means any person making an application for a license under this 
Chapter. 
  2.  "Application" means a form with blanks or spaces thereon, to be filled in and 
completed by the applicant as his/her request for a license, furnished by the City and uniformly 
required as a prerequisite to the consideration of the issuance of a license for a business. 
 
  3.  "Bond" means a corporate surety document in the form and with the 
provisions acceptable and specifically approved by the City Attorney. 
 
  4.  "Business" means any activity, occupation, sale of goods or services, or 
transaction that is either licensed or regulated, or both licensed and regulated, by the terms and 
conditions of this Chapter. 
 
  5.  "License" means a document issued by the City to an applicant permitting 
him/her to carry on and transact a business. 
 
  6.  "Licensee" means an applicant who, pursuant to his/her application, holds a 
valid, current, unexpired and unrevoked license from the City for carrying on a business. 
 
  7.  "License fee" means the money paid to the City pursuant to an application 
and prior to issuance of a license to transact and carry on a business. 
 
  8.  "Person" includes all firms, partnerships, associations, limited liability 
companies, corporations and natural persons. 
 
  9.  "Sale", "Sell" and "Sold" mean all forms of barter and all manner or means 
of furnishing merchandise to persons. 
 
 SEC. 6.02.  APPLICATIONS.  All applications shall be made as follows: 
 
  Subd. 1.  All applications shall be made at the office of the City Manager upon 
forms that have been furnished by the City for such purposes. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unless otherwise provided for in this Chapter, all such applications 
must be subscribed, sworn to, and include such information as the Council deems necessary 
considering the nature of the business for which license application is made.   
 
 
 § 6.02 
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  Subd. 3.  It is unlawful for any applicant to intentionally make a false statement 
or omission upon any application form.  Any false statement in such application, or any willful 
omission to state any information called for on such application form, shall, upon discovery of 
such falsehood work an automatic refusal of license, or if already issued, shall render any license 
or permit issued pursuant thereto, void, and of no effect to protect the applicant from prosecution 
for violation of this Chapter, or any part hereof. 
 
  Subd. 4.  The City Manager shall, upon receipt of each application completed in 
accordance herewith, forthwith investigate the truth of statements made therein and the moral 
character and business reputation of each applicant for license to such extent as s/he deems 
necessary.  For such investigation the City Manager may enlist the aid of the Chief of Police.  
The Council shall not consider an application before such investigation has been completed. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Applications for renewal licenses may be made in such abbreviated 
form as the Council may by resolution adopt. 
 
 SEC. 6.03.  ACTION ON APPLICATION, TRANSFER, TERMINATION AND 
DUPLICATE LICENSE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Granting.  The Council may grant any application for the period of the 
remainder of the then current calendar year or for the entire ensuing license year.  All 
applications, including proposed license periods, must be consistent with this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Issuing.  If an application is approved, the City Manager shall forthwith 
issue a license pursuant thereto in the form prescribed by the Council, subject to payment of the 
appropriate license fee, and approval of the bond or insurance as to form and surety or carrier, if 
required.  All licenses shall be on a calendar year basis unless otherwise specified herein as to 
particular businesses.  Unless otherwise herein specified, license fees shall be pro-rated on the 
basis of 1/12th for each calendar month or part thereof remaining in the then current license 
year.  Provided, that for licenses where the fee is less than $100.00 a minimum license fee equal 
to one-half of the annual license fee shall be charged.  Except as to licenses which are 
specifically City-wide, licenses shall be valid only at one location and on the premises therein 
described. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Transfer.  A license shall be transferable between persons upon 
consent of the Council and payment of the investigation fee, if any.  No license shall be 
transferable to a different location without prior consent of the Council and upon payment of the 
fee for a duplicate license.  It is unlawful to make any transfer in violation of this Subdivision. 
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revocation. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Refusal and Revocation.  The Council may, for any reasonable cause, 
refuse to grant any application, or revoke any license.  No license shall be granted to a person of 
questionable moral character or business reputation.  Before revocation of any license, the 
Council shall give notice to the licensee and grant such licensee opportunity to be heard.  Notice 
to be given and the exact time of hearing shall be stated in the resolution calling for such 
hearing.  Grounds for revocation may be, but are not limited to, any of the following:  (1) that 
the licensee suffered or permitted illegal acts upon licensed premises; (2) that the licensee had 
knowledge of such illegal acts but failed to report the same to police; (3) that the licensee failed 
or refused to cooperate fully with police in investigating such alleged illegal acts; or, (4) that the 
activities of the licensee created a serious danger to public health, safety, or welfare. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Duplicate License.  Duplicates of all original licenses may be issued by 
the City Manager, without action by the Council, upon licensee's affidavit that the original has 
been lost, and upon payment of a fee in an amount adopted by resolution of the Council for 
issuance of the duplicate.  All duplicate licenses shall be clearly marked DUPLICATE. 
 
 SEC. 6.04.  FIXING LICENSE FEES.  Except as otherwise herein provided, all fees 
for licenses, late fee penalties, and investigation of applicants under this Chapter shall be fixed 
and determined by the Council, adopted by resolution, and uniformly enforced.  Such license 
fees may, from time to time, be amended by the Council by resolution.  A copy of the resolution 
setting forth currently effective license fees shall be kept on file in the office of the City 
Manager, and open to inspection during regular business hours.  For the purpose of fixing such 
fees, the Council may subdivide and categorize licenses under a specific license requirement, 
provided, that any such subdivision or categorization shall be included in the resolution 
authorized by this Section. 
 
 SEC. 6.05.  CARRYING OR POSTING.  All solicitors shall at all times when so 
engaged, carry their license on their person.  All other licensees shall post their licenses in their 
place of business near the licensed activity.  Provided, however, that in the case of machine or 
other device licensing, the City may provide a sticker for the current license year which shall be 
affixed to each machine or device requiring such sticker.  All licensees shall display their 
licenses upon demand by any officer or citizen. 
 
 SEC. 6.06.  PENALTY FOR PROPERTY OWNER.  It is unlawful for any person to 
knowingly permit any real property owned or controlled by him or her to be used, without a 
license, for any business for which a license is required by this Chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 § 6.07 
 
 SEC. 6.07.  RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEE.  The conduct of agents or employees 
of a licensee, while engaged in performance of their duties for their principal or employer under 
such license, except as to criminal liability therefor, shall be deemed the conduct of the licensee. 
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 SEC. 6.08.  CONDITIONAL LICENSES.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, the Council may, upon a finding of the necessity therefor, place such conditions and 
restrictions upon a license as it, in its discretion, may deem reasonable and justified. 
 
 SEC. 6.09.  RENEWAL OF LICENSES.  Applications for renewal of an existing 
license shall be made at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of expiration of the license, and 
shall contain such information as is required by the City.  This time requirement may be waived 
by the Council for good and sufficient cause. 
 
 SEC. 6.10.  INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS.  Whenever insurance is required by a 
Section of this Chapter, after approval by the Council, but before the license shall issue, the 
applicant shall file with the City Manager a policy or certificate of public liability insurance 
showing (1) that the limits are at least as high as required, (2) that coverage is effective for at 
least the license term approved, and (3) that such insurance will not be cancelled or terminated 
without thirty days' written notice served upon the City Manager.  Cancellation or termination of 
such coverage shall be grounds for license revocation. 
 
 SEC. 6.11.  LICENSE DENIAL AND FIXING RATES - HEARING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Right to Deny.  The Council reserves to itself the right to deny any 
application for a license to operate any business licensed or regulated under this Chapter where 
such business involves service to the public, rates charged for service, use of public streets or 
other public property by the applicant or the public, or the public health, safety and convenience.  
The Council may also consider the location of such business in making such determination.  
Provided, however, that before making such determination, the Council shall hold a public 
hearing thereon pursuant to such notice to interested parties and the public as it may deem 
necessary or proper in action calling for such hearing. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Rates.  Where, under specific provisions of this Chapter, the Council 
has reserved to itself the right to fix or approve fees, rates or charges of a licensed or regulated 
business, such rates shall be uniform for each category or class of service, and no licensee or 
proprietor of a regulated business shall claim or demand payment in excess thereof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 § 6.11 
 
  Subd. 3.  Hearing.  Any applicant or licensee under this Chapter who challenges 
denial of a license or rates fixed or approved by the Council shall have a right to a hearing 
before the Council upon written request therefor.  Notice of time, place and purpose of such 
hearing shall be given to such persons and by such means as the Council may determine in 
calling the hearing. 
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     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 6.12 through 6.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 190 through 194 reserved) 
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 § 6.30 
 
 SEC. 6.30.  DANCES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  As used in this Section, the following words and terms 
shall have the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Public dance" means any dance wherein the public may participate 
by payment, directly or indirectly, of an admission fee or price for dancing, which fee may be in 
the form of a club membership, or payment of money, directly or indirectly. 
 
   B.  "Public dancing place" means any room, place, or space open to 
public patronage in which dancing, wherein the public may participate, is carried on and to 
which admission may be had by the public by payment, directly or indirectly, of an admission 
fee or price for dancing. 
 
  Subd. 2.  License Required.  It is unlawful for any person to operate a public 
dancing place, or hold a public dance, without a license therefor from the City. 
 
  Subd. 3.  License Fee.  The license fee shall include the cost of providing 
attendance of a police officer, or officers. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Application and License. 
 
   A.  A verified application for a dance license shall be filed with the City 
and shall specify the names and addresses of the person, persons, committee or organization that 
is to hold the dance, time and place thereof, and the area of the dance floor. 
 
   B.  All applications shall be accompanied by affidavits of two residents 
showing that the applicant is of good character and reputation in the community in which he 
lives, that s/he has not been convicted of a felony, gross misdemeanor, or violation of any public 
dance laws within the past five years.  No license shall be issued to any person who has been so 
convicted. 
 
   C.  No license shall be granted by the Council for any place having 
so-called "private apartments" or "private rooms" furnished or used for any purposes other than a 
legitimate business purpose which adjoins such dancing place, or which may be reached by 
stairs, elevators, or passageway leading from such dancing place.  Nor shall a license be granted 
for any place which is not properly ventilated and equipped with necessary toilets, washrooms or 
lighting facilities. 
 
   D.  Applications may be referred by the Council to the Chief of Police for 
investigation and report prior to being acted upon by the Council. 
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   E.  The Council shall act upon all dance license applications at a regular 
or special meeting thereof, whether or not it is included in the call or agenda of the meeting. 
 
   F.  At least one officer of the law shall be designated by the Chief of 
Police and employed by the City to be present at every public dance during the entire time said 
dance is being held.  For purposes of this Subparagraph the term "officer of the law" means any 
person who is a full-time or part-time peace officer.  In the discretion of the Council or Chief of 
Police more than one such peace officer may be required. 
 
   G.  The dance license shall be posted in the public dancing place and shall 
state the name of the licensee, the amount paid therefor, and the time and place licensed.  The 
license shall also state that the licensee is responsible for the manner of conducting the dance. 
 
   H.  No license shall be issued to any applicant under the age of eighteen 
(18) years. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Dance Regulations. 
 
   A.  Obscenity and Immorality Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person 
to dance, or for a licensee to permit or suffer any person to dance at any public dance in an 
indecent or immodest manner.  It is also unlawful for any person at a public dance to speak in a 
rude, boisterous, obscene, or indecent manner or for any licensee to suffer or permit any person 
so to act or speak in any public dancing place. 
 
   B.  Illumination.  Every public dancing place shall be brightly 
illuminated while in public use, and dancing therein while the lights are extinguished, dimmed 
or turned low so as to give imperfect illumination is prohibited. 
 
   C.  Certain Persons Prohibited.  No licensee shall permit any unmarried 
person under the age of sixteen (16) years, unless said unmarried person is accompanied by his 
or her parent or guardian, to remain in a public dancing place.  Nor shall any licensee permit any 
intoxicated person, or other person who persists in violating the law, to be or remain in a public 
dancing place. 
 
   D.  Hours of Dancing.  No public dance shall be held on Sunday between 
the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 12:00 o'clock noon.  No public dance shall be held on any 
day between the hours of 1:00 o'clock A.M. and 6:00 o'clock A.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 § 6.31 
 
 SEC. 6.31.  TOBACCO 
  Section 6.31, Tobacco, is repealed by Ordinance #15, 3rd Series, An Ordinance of 
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the City of Morris, Minnesota, Amending Morris City Code Chapter 6 Entitled “Other Business 
Regulation and Licensing,” By Repealing Provisions Relating to Tobacco, adopted by the Morris 
City Code on November 10, 1998.   
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 15, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-12-98 
 
 SEC. 6.32.  GAMBLING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following definitions shall apply to this Section: 
 
   A.  "Lawful Gambling" - The operation, conduct or sale of bingo, 
raffles, paddlewheels, tipboards and pull-tabs for a lawful purpose. 
 
   B.  "Organization" - Any fraternal, religious, veterans, or other 
non-profit organization which has been in existence for at least three years and has at least 15 
active members. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any organization exempt from 
licensing under Minnesota Statutes, Section 349.214, to conduct lawful gambling without a 
permit from the City.  Provided, however, that bingo conducted in a nursing home or a senior 
citizen housing project, or by a senior citizen organization, conducted as provided and exempted 
by statute, shall not require a permit. 
 
 SEC. 6.33.  SOLICITORS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Solicitor" means any person making the solicitation, including such 
common terms as "peddlers", "transient merchant" and "canvassers". 
 
   B.  "Solicitee" means the person solicited. 
 
   C.  "Goods" means any tangible thing of value including money if the 
selling price exceeds the face value thereof.  The term includes such chattels as are furnished or 
used at the time of sale or subsequently in the modernization, rehabilitation, repair, alteration, 
improvement or construction of real property so as to become a part thereof whether or not 
severable therefrom. 
 
   D.  "Services" means work, labor, or services of any kind. 

§ 6.33 
 

   E.  "Established place" means real estate in the City owned, leased on a 
month-to-month or term-certain longer than thirty (30) days.  The term includes a booth, 
compartment, or area leased or assigned during and for the length of an event or occasion. 
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   F.  "Business solicitation" means an attempt by a solicitor, engaging in 
transactions of the same kind, to sell or distribute for a consideration any goods or services 
primarily for personal, family, or household purposes, when either the solicitor or person acting 
for him/her contacts the solicitee by telephone or in person, other than at the established place of 
business of solicitor, except:  (1) an attempted solicitation in which the solicitee personally 
knows the identity of the solicitor, the name of the business firm or organization s/he represents, 
and the identity or kinds of goods, services or things of value offered; or, (2) an attempted 
solicitation in which the solicitee has first initiated the contact with the solicitor; or, (3) an 
attempted solicitation of a newspaper subscription in which the solicitor is a minor child engaged 
in both the delivery and sale of the newspaper; or, (4) an attempted solicitation for the sale of 
products of a farm or garden occupied or cultivated by the solicitor, when facts of such 
occupancy or cultivation are proven by the solicitor. 
 
   G.  "Contribution solicitation" means an attempt by a solicitor to obtain 
money from a solicitee for any cause or purpose, when either the solicitor or person acting for 
him/her contacts the solicitee by telephone or in person other than at the established place of 
meeting, business, service, or activity of the organization represented by the solicitor, except: (1) 
an attempted solicitation in which the solicitee personally knows the identity of the solicitor, the 
name of the organization s/he represents, and the identity of the services performed or offered by 
the organization, or, (2) an attempted solicitation in which the solicitee has first initiated the 
contact with the solicitor or the organization represented by him/her. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Prohibited Solicitation Practices. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any solicitor to engage in solicitation for any 
unlawful business or organizational purpose or activity. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any solicitor to practice harassment, nuisance, theft, 
deceit, or menacing, troublesome or otherwise unlawful activities during the course of 
solicitation. 
 
   C.  It is unlawful for any solicitor to enter, or attempt to gain entrance, to 
residential premises displaying at such entrance a sign at least 3-3/4 inches long and 3-3/4 inches 
high with the words "Peddlers and Solicitors Prohibited" or "Solicitors Prohibited" in type not 
smaller than 48 point. 
 
   D.  It is unlawful for any solicitor to refuse to leave business premises 
when requested by the owner, lessee, or person in charge thereof. 
 

§ 6.33 
 
   E.  It is unlawful for any person to engage in contribution solicitation 
without completion of licensing or registration as herein provided. 
 
   F.  It is unlawful for any person to engage in business solicitation without 
a license as herein provided. 
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   G.  It is unlawful for any solicitor except for an authorized manufacturer's 
representative to offer for sale any of the following items: 
 
    1.  Infant formula or other food intended primarily for 
consumption by a child under the age of two years; 
 
    2.  Over-the-counter drugs, medical devices and cosmetics. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Application.  Applications for licensing or registration shall contain the 
name and address of the solicitor, the name and address of the business or organization for 
which solicitations are sought and such other information as may reasonably be required by the 
Council as a condition to registration or licensing or to permit investigation into the applicant's 
background and past solicitation practices. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Investigation, Approval or Disapproval. 
 
   A.  All applications for licensing or registration shall be immediately 
referred to the Chief of Police, and by him/her or other person acting in his/her stead, 
investigated as to the truth thereof.  The Chief of Police shall have seven (7) business days 
within which to investigate and make a recommendation thereon. 
 
   B.  If s/he finds no past history of the applicant indicating violations 
similar to those declared unlawful in this Section s/he shall recommend issuing a license or 
approving registration, as the case may be, and the City Manager shall forthwith advise the 
applicant.  The City Manager shall issue a license, upon payment of the fee therefor, to the 
approved applicant for business solicitation, and shall approve the completion of registration by 
the applicant for a contribution solicitor. 
 
   C.  If the Chief of Police finds a past history of the applicant indicating 
violations similar to those declared unlawful in this Section, s/he shall recommend denial of the 
license or registration.  In all matters of recommended denial the applicant shall be forthwith 
advised thereof, and the application shall be referred to the Council and considered by it at its 
next regular or special meeting occurring more than ten (10) days thereafter.  The applicant shall 
be afforded an opportunity to be heard at such meeting. 
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  Subd. 5.  Term.  The license term shall be one (1) year from May 1st to April 
30th.  Any license issued after May 1st shall be for the portion of such year ending April 30th 
next succeeding the date of issuance of such a license.  Provided, however, that a short term 
license may be issued for a period of thirty (30) days upon proper application and payment of 
the appropriate fee. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Non-Transferable.  Licenses shall not be assigned or transferable.  No 
license shall be good for more than one person. 
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  Subd. 7.  Exclusions.  The City may exclude certain classes of solicitor events 
from compliance with licensing or registration provisions of this Section.  Provided, however, 
that such exclusion shall not extend to the prohibited solicitation practices set forth in 
Subdivision 2, Subparagraphs A through D, inclusive, of this Section. 
 
 SEC. 6.34.  PAWNBROKERS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Defined.  The term "pawnbroker" means a person who loans money 
secured by deposit or pledge of personal property, or who buys personal property on condition 
of selling the same or returning the same back at a stipulated price. 
 
  Subd. 2.  License Required.  It is unlawful for any person to engage in or carry 
on the business of pawnbroker without a license therefor from the City. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Records. 
 
   A.  Each person licensed hereunder shall keep a record of each transaction 
made in the course of his business.  Such record shall be in the form prescribed by the Chief of 
Police and shall, in all instances, be legibly made in ink and be in the English language.  The 
record so kept shall include the following information about each transaction: 
 

1.   The name, address and date of birth of the person pledging 
or selling the item. 
 
    2. The time and date of the transaction. 
 
    3. A complete description of the item pledged or sold, 
including all identifying numbers and identifying marks. 
 
    4. The identification presented of the individual making the 
pledge or selling the item. 
 
    5. A description of the person pledging or selling the item. 
 

§ 6.34 
 
    6. The amount of money paid or loaned for the item. 
 
    7. The signature of the person pledging or selling the item. 
 
    8. Any other information the Police Chief shall require. 
 
   B.  The records herein shall be kept available for police inspection at any 
reasonable time at the licensee's place of business. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Minors.  It is unlawful for any pawnbroker to purchase or receive on 
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deposit or pledge any property from any minor person under the age of eighteen years. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Redemption Period.  Any person pledging an article shall have ninety 
(90) days to redeem the same before the pledge becomes forfeitable. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Police Order to Hold Property.  Whenever the Chief of Police or any 
member of the police force designated by the Chief of Police, shall notify any such dealer or 
dealers not to sell any property so received on deposit or purchased by them, or permit the same 
to be redeemed, such property shall not be sold or permitted to be redeemed until such time as 
may be determined by the Chief of Police or member of the police force designated by the Chief 
of Police so requiring them to be held. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Hours and Days of Operation.  It is unlawful for any pawnbroker to 
receive any property as a purchase or pledge between the hours of 9:00 o'clock P.M. and 7:00 
o'clock A.M. on any weekday, nor between the hours of 9:00 o'clock P.M. on Saturday and 7:00 
o'clock A.M. on Monday, nor on New Year's Day, the Fourth of July, Thanksgiving Day and 
Christmas Day. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Report of Stolen or Lost Goods.  If any goods, articles or things shall 
be advertised in any public newspaper as having been lost or stolen, and such goods, articles or 
things shall then be, or shall thereafter come into the possession of the licensee, said licensee 
shall, upon actual notice thereof, notify the Police Department in writing that certain goods, 
articles or things advertised are in said licensee's possession, and shall not thereafter dispose of 
the same except upon written authority so to do from the Chief of Police. 
 
 SEC. 6.35.  RESIDENTIAL RENTAL HOUSING. 
  Section 6.35 Residential Rental Housing, is repealed by Ordinance No. 27, 3rd 
Series, An Ordinance of the City of Morris, Minnesota, Amending Morris City Code Chapter 6 
Entitled “Other Business Regulation and Licensing,” By Repealing Provisions Relating to 
Residential Rental Housing, adopted by the Morris City Council on April 11, 2000. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 27, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-13-00 
 
 (Sections 6.36 through 6.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 (Pages 203 through 208 reserved) 
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 § 6.99 
 
 SEC. 6.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 7 
 
 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS GENERALLY 
 
 (THIS CHAPTER CONTAINS PROVISIONS AS TO DEFINITIONS, 
 APPLICATION AND SCOPE RELATING TO CHAPTERS 8 AND 9 
 AS WELL AS THIS CHAPTER) 
 
 
 SECTION 7.01.  DEFINITIONS.  Except as otherwise defined in the City Code, or 
where the context clearly indicates a contrary intent, the words and terms defined in Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 169, shall be applicable to City Code, Chapters 7, 8 and 9. 
 
 SEC. 7.02.  APPLICATION.  The provisions of City Code, Chapters 7, 8 and 9, are 
applicable to the drivers of all vehicles and animals upon streets, including, but not limited to, 
those owned or operated by the United States, the State of Minnesota, or any county, town, city, 
district, or other political subdivision. 
 
 SEC. 7.03.  SCOPE AND ORDERS OF OFFICERS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Scope.  The provisions of Chapters 7, 8 and 9 relate exclusively to the 
streets, alleys and private roads in the City, and the operation and parking of vehicles refer 
exclusively to the operation and parking of vehicles upon such streets, alleys and private roads. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Orders of an Officer.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to willfully 
fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any police or peace officer invested 
by law with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic. 
 
 SEC. 7.04.  TRAFFIC AND PARKING CONTROL. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Council Action.  No device, sign or signal shall be erected or 
maintained for traffic or parking control unless the City Manager shall first have approved and 
directed the same, except as otherwise provided in this Section; provided, that when traffic and 
parking control is marked or sign-posted, such marking or sign-posting shall attest to City 
Manager action thereon. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Temporary Restrictions.  The City, acting through the Chief of 
Police, may temporarily restrict traffic or parking for any private, public or experimental 
purpose.  It is the duty of the Chief of Police to so restrict traffic or parking when a hazardous 
condition arises or is observed. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Traffic Restrictions and Prohibitions.  It is unlawful for any person 
to drive a vehicle contrary to lane restrictions or prohibitions painted on any street, or contrary to 
sign-posted, fenced, or barricaded restrictions or prohibitions. 
 
 § 7.04 
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  Subd. 4.  Parking Restrictions and Prohibitions.  It is unlawful for any person 
to park a vehicle, except an emergency vehicle, contrary to lane restrictions or prohibitions 
painted on any curb, or contrary to sign-posted, fenced, or barricaded restrictions or prohibitions. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Damaging or Moving Markings.  It is a misdemeanor for any person 
to deface, mar, damage, move, remove, or in any way tamper with any structure, work, material, 
equipment, tools, sign, signal, barricade, fence, painting or appurtenance in any street unless 
such person has written permission from the City or is an agent, employee or contractor for the 
City, or other authority having jurisdiction over a particular street, and acting within the 
authority or scope of a contract with the City or such other authority. 
 
 SEC. 7.05.  ICE AND SNOW ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Ice and Snow a Nuisance.  All snow or ice remaining upon public 
sidewalks is hereby declared to constitute a public nuisance and shall be removed by the owner 
or tenant of the abutting private property within two (2) days after such snow or ice has ceased 
to be deposited. 
 
  Subd. 2.  City to Remove Snow and Ice.  The City may cause to be removed 
from all public sidewalks, beginning three (3) days after snow or ice has ceased to fall, all snow 
or ice which may be discovered thereon, and it shall keep a record of the cost of such removal 
and the private property adjacent to which such accumulations were found and removed. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Cost of Removal to be Assessed.  The City Manager shall, upon 
direction of the Council, and on receipt of the information provided for in the preceding 
Subdivision, extend the cost of such removal of snow or ice as a special assessment against the 
lots or parcel of ground abutting on walks which were cleared, and such special assessments 
shall at the time of certifying taxes to the County Auditor be certified for collection as other 
special assessments are certified and collected. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Administrative Fee.  Failure of the owner or tenant of the abutting 
private property to remove snow or ice in the allotted time may result in the issuance of an 
administrative fee.  Regardless of who occupies the property, the owner of the private property is 
ultimately responsible for snow and ice removal on abutting public sidewalks and is responsible 
for payment of administrative fees.  The administrative fee will be set by Resolution of the City 
Council.  It is a misdemeanor for the owner to fail to pay the administrative fee within thirty 
(30) days of receiving written notice of the fee being assessed.  The administrative fee and 
misdemeanor violation for failing to pay the fee are not exclusive remedies for failure to remove 
snow or ice misdemeanor. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Continuing Violations.  Each day snow or ice remains on a sidewalk 
past the allotted time is a continuing violation of this Section and shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 § 7.05 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #99, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date;  12-01-14 



(04-14-97) 
 

216 

 
 SEC. 7.06.  CONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF ROADWAY 
SURFACING, SIDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Methods of Procedure. 
 
   A.  Abutting or affected property owners may contract for, construct or 
reconstruct roadway surfacing, sidewalk or curb and gutter in accordance with this Section if 
advance payment is made therefor or arrangements for payment considered adequate by the City 
are completed in advance. 
 
   B.  With or without petition by the methods set forth in the Local 
Improvement Code of Minnesota Statutes, presently beginning with Section 429.0ll. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Permit Required.  It is a misdemeanor to construct or reconstruct a 
sidewalk, curb and gutter, driveway, or roadway surfacing in any street or other public property 
in the City without a permit in writing from the City Manager.  Application for such permit shall 
be made on forms approved and provided by the City and shall sufficiently describe the 
contemplated improvements, the contemplated date of beginning of work, and the length of time 
required to complete the same, provided, that no permit shall be required for any such 
improvement ordered installed by the Council.  All applications shall be referred by the City 
Manager to the Public Works Director and no permit shall be issued until approval has been 
received from the Public Works Director.  All such applications shall contain an agreement by 
the applicant to be bound by this Chapter and plans and specifications consistent with the 
provisions of this Chapter and good engineering practices shall also accompany the application.  
A permit from the City shall not relieve the holder from damages to the person or property of 
another caused by such work. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Specifications and Standards.  All construction and reconstruction of 
roadway surfacing, sidewalk and curb and gutter improvements, including curb cuts, shall be 
strictly in accordance with specifications and standards on file in the office of the City Manager 
and open to inspection and copying there.  Such specifications and standards may be amended 
from time to time by the City, but shall be uniformly enforced. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Inspection.  The Public Works Director shall inspect such 
improvements as deemed necessary or advisable.  Any work not done according to the 
applicable specifications and standards shall be removed and corrected at the expense of the 
permit holder.  Any work done hereunder may be stopped by the Public Works Director if found 
to be unsatisfactory or not in accordance with the specifications and standards, but this shall not 
place a continuing burden upon the City to inspect or supervise such work. 
 
 § 7.07 
 
 SEC. 7.07.  OBSTRUCTIONS IN STREETS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Obstructions.  It is unlawful for any person to place, deposit, display 
or offer for sale, any fence, goods or other obstructions upon, over, across or under any street 
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without first having obtained a written permit from the City, and then only in compliance in all 
respects with the terms and conditions of such permit, and taking precautionary measures for the 
protection of the public.  An electrical cord or device of any kind is hereby included, but not by 
way of limitation, within the definition of an obstruction. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Fires.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to build or maintain a fire 
upon a street. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Dumping in Streets.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to throw or 
deposit in any street any nails, dirt, glass or glassware, cans, discarded cloth or clothing, metal 
scraps, garbage, leaves, grass or tree limbs, paper or paper products, shreds or rubbish, oil, 
grease or other petroleum products, or to empty any water containing salt or other injurious 
chemical thereon.  It is a violation of this Section to haul any such material, inadequately 
enclosed or covered, thereby permitting the same to fall upon streets.  It is also a violation of this 
Section to place or store any building materials or waste resulting from building construction or 
demolition on any street. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Signs and Other Structures.  It is unlawful for any person to place or 
maintain a sign, advertisement, or other structure in any street without first having obtained a 
written permit from the City.  In a district zoned for commercial or industrial enterprises special 
permission allowing an applicant to erect and maintain signs overhanging the street may be 
granted upon such terms and conditions as may be set forth in the zoning or construction 
provisions of the City Code. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Placing Snow or Ice in a Roadway or on a Sidewalk.                  
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person, not acting under a specific contract with 
the City or without special permission from the City Manager, to remove snow or ice from 
private property and place the same in any roadway or on a sidewalk within the public right-of-
way. 
 
   B.  Where permission is granted by the City Manager the person to whom 
such permission is granted shall be initially responsible for payment of all direct or indirect costs 
of removing the snow or ice from the street or sidewalk.  If not paid, collection shall be by civil 
action or assessment against the benefited property as any other special assessment. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Continuing Violation.  Each day that any person continues in violation 
of this Section shall be a separate offense and punishable as such. 
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 Subd. 7.  Condition.  Before granting any permit under any of the provisions of this 
Section, the City may impose such insurance or bonding conditions thereon as it, considering the 
projected danger to public or private property or to persons, deems proper for safeguarding such 
persons and property.  Such insurance or bond shall also protect the City from any suit, action or 
cause of action arising by reason of such obstruction. 
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 SEC. 7.08.  STREET OPENINGS OR EXCAVATIONS.  It is a misdemeanor for any 
person, except a City employee acting within the course and scope of his employment or a 
contractor acting within the course and scope of a contract with the City, to make any 
excavation, opening or tunnel in, over, across or upon a street or other public property without 
first having obtained a written permit from the City Manager as herein provided. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Application.  Application for a permit to make a street excavation shall 
describe with reasonable particularity the name and address of the applicant, the place, purpose 
and size of the excavation, and such other information as may be necessary or desirable to 
facilitate the investigation hereinafter provided for, and shall be filed with the City Manager. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Investigation and Payment of Estimated Costs.  Upon receipt of such 
application, the City Manager shall cause such investigation to be made as he may deem 
necessary to determine estimated cost of repair, such as back-filling, compacting, resurfacing 
and replacement, and the conditions as to the time of commencement of work, manner of 
procedure and time limitation upon such excavation.  The foregoing estimated costs shall include 
permanent and temporary repairs due to weather or other conditions, and the cost of such 
investigation shall be included in such estimate.  Payment of such estimated costs shall be made 
before the permit is issued. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Protection of the City and the Public. 
 
   A.  Non-Completion or Abandonment.  Work shall progress 
expeditiously to completion in accordance with any time limitation placed thereon so as to avoid 
unnecessary inconvenience to the public.  In the event that work is not performed in accordance 
therewith, or shall cease or be abandoned without due cause, the City may, after six hours notice 
in writing to the holder of the permit of its intention to do so, correct the work, fill the 
excavation and repair the public property, and the cost thereof shall be paid by the person 
holding the permit. 
 
   B.  Insurance.  Prior to commencement of the work described in the 
application, the applicant shall furnish the City satisfactory evidence in writing that the applicant 
will keep in effect public liability insurance of not less than $100,000.00 for any person, 
$300,000.00 for any occurrence and property damage insurance of not less than $25,000.00, 
issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the State of Minnesota on which 
the City is named as a co-insured. 
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   C.  Indemnification.  Before issuance of a permit, the applicant shall, in 
writing, agree to indemnify and hold the City harmless from any liability for injury or damage 
arising out of the action of the applicant in performance of the work, or any expense whatsoever 
incurred by the City incident to a claim or action brought or commenced by any person arising 
therefrom. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Issuance of Permit.  The City Manager shall issue such permit after (1) 
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completion of such investigation, (2) determination of all estimated costs as aforesaid, (3) 
agreement by the applicant to the conditions of time and manner as aforesaid; (4) agreement in 
writing by the applicant to pay all actual cost of repairs over and above such estimate, and, (5) 
agreement in writing by the applicant to be bound by all of the provisions of this Section.  No 
permit shall be issued until the applicant has paid all of the foregoing together with such 
investigation, inspection and permit fees as are fixed and determined by resolution of the 
Council. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Repairs.  All temporary and permanent repairs, including back-filling, 
compacting and resurfacing shall be made, or contracted for, by the City in a manner prescribed 
by the City Manager and an accurate account of costs thereof shall be kept. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Cost Adjustment.  Within sixty days following completion of such 
permanent repairs the City Manager shall determine actual costs of repairs, including cost of 
investigation, and prepare and furnish to such permit holder an itemized statement thereof and 
claim additional payment from, or make refund (without interest) to, the permit holder, as the 
case may be. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Alternate Method of Charging.  In lieu of the above provisions 
relating to cost and cost adjustment for street openings, the City may charge on the basis of 
surface square feet removed, excavated cubic feet, or a combination of surface square feet and 
excavated cubic feet, on an established unit price uniformly charged. 
 
 SEC. 7.09.  VACATION OF STREETS.  The Council may, subject to the following 
provisions, vacate any street or alley in the City: 
 
  Subd. 1.  The Planning Commission shall, prior to the Council taking any action 
on a proposed street vacation, hold at least one public hearing on the proposed street vacation.  
Notice of the hearing shall be published in the official newspaper at least ten days before the 
hearing and written notice shall be given to all property owners within 300 feet of the proposed 
street vacation. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Any street or alley shall be vacated only after the Council has taken 
affirmative action on the proposed vacation following the procedure outlined in the City Charter. 
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  Subd. 3.  A notice of completion of action vacating any street or alley shall be 
filed with the proper County officials as required by law. 
 
 SEC. 7.10.  PARADES AND ASSEMBLES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any person to hold any parade, 
procession or assembly on the streets and highways of the City without first obtaining a permit 
from the City Manager. 
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  Subd. 2.  Application for Permit.  An application for a permit required under 
this Section shall be submitted to the City Manager in writing and shall contain the following 
information: 
 
   A.  The name of the person organizing and supervising the parade, 
procession or assembly. 
 
   B.  The proposed route or location of the parade, procession or assembly. 
 
   C.  The date, time and duration of the parade, procession or assembly. 
 
   D.  Such other information as the City Manager or Chief of Police may 
request. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Issuance of Permit.  The City Manager may issue a permit for a 
parade, procession or assembly on the streets and highways if s/he is satisfied that the following 
criteria have been met: 
 
   A.  That the closing of the street or highway is not detrimental to the 
public health and welfare. 
 
   B.  That adequate police coverage of the closure of the road and for the 
direction of detour traffic is available. 
 
   C.  That the use of the streets or highways for the parade, procession or 
assembly has been authorized by the Minnesota Highway Department District Engineer. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Unlawful Act.  It is unlawful to violate any provision of this Section. 
 
 SEC. 7.11.  REGULATION OF TREES, GRASS AND WEEDS IN STREETS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  City to Control Tree Planting.  The City shall have control and 
supervision of planting shrubs and trees upon, or overhanging, all streets and other public 
property.  The City may establish and enforce uniform standards relating to the species and types  
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of trees to be planted, placement and the maintenance and removal thereof. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  As used in this Section, the following words and terms 
shall have the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Public Tree" - A tree, shrub, bush or other woody vegetation 
growing on any public property owned and/or managed by the City. 
 
   B.  "Private Tree" - A tree, shrub, bush or other woody vegetation 
growing on private property within the City. 
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   C.  "Street Tree" - A tree, shrub, bush or other woody vegetation 
growing on land lying between property lines on either side of all streets, avenues and 
boulevards within the City. 
 
   D.  "Park Tree" - A tree, shrub, bush or other woody vegetation in 
public parks having individual names, and all areas owned by the City, or to which the public 
has free access as a park. 
 
   E.  "Small Tree" - Any plant material that will grow to a height of no 
more than 30 feet. 
 
   F.  "Medium Tree" - Any plant material that will grow to a height of no 
more than 50 feet. 
 
   G.  "Large Tree" - Any plant material that will grow to a height of over 
50 feet. 
 
   H.  "Public Utility" - Any public private or cooperatively owned line, 
facility of system for producing, transmitting or distributing communications, power, electricity, 
light, heat, gas, oil products, water, waste or stormwater, which directly or indirectly serves the 
public or any part thereof within the corporate limits of the City. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Tree Planting Requirements; Species; Location. 
 
   A.  Landscaping Plan Review.  In conjunction with issuing a building 
permit for a new dwelling, or when the development of a new subdivision or commercial 
property occurs, the City Forester will review landscaping plans and may require trees to be 
planted in any of the streets, parking lots, parks and other public places abutting the lands 
developed and/or subdivided, in accordance with guidelines established by the Tree Board. 
 
   B.  Tree Species.  The Tree Board shall develop and maintain a list of 
desirable trees for planting along streets in three size classes:  small, medium and large.  A list of  
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trees not suitable for planting will also be created and enforced by the Tree Board. 
 
   C.  Spacing Between Trees.  The spacing of street trees will be in 
accordance with the three species and size classes listed in this Section, and no trees may be 
planted closer together than the following:  small trees, 30 feet; medium trees, 40 feet; and large 
trees, 50 feet; except in special plantings designed or approved by the City Forester. 
 
   D.  Planting Near Utilities.  No street trees other than those species listed 
herein as small trees may be planted under or within 10 lateral feet of any overhead utility wire. 
 
   E.  Planting Near Curbs and Sidewalks.  The distance trees may be 
planted from curbs or curblines and sidewalks will be in accordance with the three species size 
classes listed in this Section, and no trees may be planted closer to any curb or sidewalk than the 
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following:  small trees, 2 feet; medium trees, 3 feet; and large trees, 4 feet. 
 
   F.  Distance From Corners, Fire Hydrants and Driveways.  No street 
tree shall be planted closer than 35 feet to any street corner, measured from the point of nearest 
intersecting curbs or curblines.  No street tree shall be planted closer than 15 feet to any fire 
hydrant, nor 5 feet from any driveway. 
 
   G.  Special Planting Arrangements.  The Board may grant a permit for 
special planting arrangements that deviate from the requirements of this Subdivision, when 
special circumstances exist. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Public Trees; Planting, Care and Removal. 
  
   A.  Care of Public Trees.  The City shall have the right to plant, prune, 
maintain, and remove trees, plants and shrubs within the lines of all streets, alleys, avenues, 
lanes, squares, and public grounds as may be necessary to insure the public safety or to preserve 
or enhance the symmetry and beauty of public grounds.  No other planting may be done without 
consent of the City Forester. 
 
   B.  Removal of Trees Endangering Utilities or Other Public 
Improvements.  The City Forester may remove or cause to be removed any tree or part thereof 
which is in an unsafe condition or which by reason of its nature is injurious to any public utility 
or public improvement, or is affected with any injurious fungus, insect, or other pest.  Every tree 
overhanging any street or right-of-way within the City shall be pruned so that the branches will 
not obstruct the light from any street lamp or obstruct the view of any street intersection, and so 
that there is a clear space of at least 8 feet above the sidewalk and 13 feet above the road surface. 
 
   C.  Protection of Public Trees Near Construction Activities.  Any tree 
located on City property in the immediate vicinity of any excavation, demolition or construction 
site of any building, structure, street or utilities work which has potential for injury, shall be  
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protected from such injury. 
 
   D.  Tree Topping Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person to top any 
street tree, park tree, or other tree on public property.  "Topping" is defined as the severe cutting 
back of limbs to stubs within the tree's crown to such a degree so as to remove normal canopy 
and disfigure the tree.  Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain trees under 
utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning practices are impractical may be 
exempted from this Section, as determined by the Tree Board. 
 
   E.  Permits Relating to Public Trees.  It is unlawful for any person to 
plant, remove, cut above the ground, or disturb any tree on any street, park, or other public 
place. 
 
   F.  Adjacent Landowner Responsibility.  Owners of property adjacent 
to street trees shall maintain the trees by periodic watering and fertilization of street trees as 
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necessary to maintain good health and vigor and protect the trees against damage caused by 
lawnmowers, weed trimmers, snowblowers and similar equipment. 
 
    1.  Public Trees - Private Property Owner Requests - Financial 
Responsibility.  In cases where an owner of private real property abutting City property requests 
City actions on street trees or public trees, the requesting owner shall be financially responsible 
for the following: 
   
     (a)  Removal of trees, limbs, or roots preventing house 
moving or other construction activities; 
 
     (b)  Removal of trees, limbs, or roots for the alteration of 
tree or abutting property appearance where no hazard or nuisance exists; 
 
     (c)  Spraying, fertilizing, or treatment other than may be 
regularly conducted on a City-wide basis by the City. 
 
    2.  Financial Responsibility.  Financial responsibility does not 
eliminate the requirement of obtaining necessary permits required by this Section. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Duty of Property Owners to Cut Grass and Weeds and Maintain 
Trees and Shrubs.  Every owner of property shall cause the grass and weeds to be cut.  If the 
grass or weeds in such a place attain a height in excess of eight (8”) inches it shall be prima facie 
evidence of a failure to comply with this Subdivision.  Native grasses and wildflowers 
indigenous to Minnesota, planted and maintained on any occupied lot or parcel of land, set back 
a minimum of ten (10’) feet from the front property line as part of a garden or landscape 
treatment are exempt from this ordinance.  It shall also be unlawful for any such person or 
persons to cause, suffer or allow noxious weeds or plants identified and defined by the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture to grow on any such lot or parcel of land so as to endanger 
the health,  
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safety and welfare of the City. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #75, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  7-17-07 
 
  Subd. 6.  City May Order Work Done.  The City may, in cases of failure to 
comply with this Section, perform such work with employees of the City, keeping an accurate 
account of the cost thereof for each lot, piece or parcel of land abutting upon such street. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Assessment.  If maintenance work described in the foregoing 
Subdivision is performed by the City, the City Manager shall forthwith upon completion thereof 
ascertain the cost attributable to each lot, piece or parcel of abutting land.  The City Manager 
shall, at the next regular meeting thereof, present such certificate to the Council and obtain its 
approval thereof.  When such certificate has been approved it shall be extended as to the cost 
therein stated as a special assessment against such abutting land and such special assessment 
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shall, at the time of certifying taxes to the County Auditor, be certified for collection as other 
special assessments are certified and collected. 
 
 SEC. 7.12.  LOAD LIMITS.  The City Manager, upon the recommendation of the 
Public Works Director, may from time to time impose upon vehicular traffic on any part or all of 
the streets such load limits as may be necessary or desirable.  Such limits, and the specific extent 
or weight to which loads are limited, shall be clearly and legibly sign-posted thereon.  It is  
 unlawful for any person to operate a vehicle on any street in violation of the limitation so posted.  
 
 SEC. 7.13.  REQUIREMENT OF SEWER AND WATER MAIN SERVICE 
LATERAL INSTALLATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Requirement of Sewer and Water Laterals.  No petition for the 
improvement of a street shall be considered by the Council if such petition contemplates 
constructing therein any part of a pavement or stablized base, or curb and gutter, unless all sewer 
and water main installations shall have been made therein, including the installation of service 
laterals to the curb, if the area along such street will be served by such utilities installed in the 
street. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Sewer System Service and Water Main Service Laterals.  No sewer 
system shall be hereafter constructed or extended unless service laterals to platted lots and 
frontage facing thereon shall be extended simultaneously with construction of mains. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Waiver.  The Council may waive the requirements of this Section only 
if it finds the effects thereof are burdensome and upon such notice and hearing as the Council 
may deem necessary or proper. 
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 SEC. 7.14.  SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Primary Responsibility.  It is the primary responsibility of the owner 
of property upon which there is abutting any sidewalk to retain any existing sidewalk and to 
keep and maintain such sidewalk in safe and serviceable condition. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Construction, Reconstruction and Repair Specifications.  All 
construction, reconstruction or repair of sidewalks shall be done in strict accordance with 
specifications on file in the office of the City Manager. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Notice - No Emergency.  Where, in the opinion of the City Manager, 
no emergency exists, notice of the required repair or reconstruction shall be given to the owner 
of the abutting property.  Such notice shall require completion of the work within ninety (90) 
days, and shall be mailed to the owner or owners shown to be such on the records of the County 
Officer who mails tax statements. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Notice - Emergency.  Where, in the opinion of the City Manager, an 
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emergency exists, notice of the required repair or reconstruction shall be given to the owner of 
the abutting property.  Such notice shall require completion of the work within ten (10) days, 
and shall be mailed to the owner or owners shown to be such on the records of the County 
Officer who mails tax statements. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Failure of Owner to Reconstruct or Make Repairs.  If the owner of 
the abutting property fails to make repairs or accomplish reconstruction as herein required, the 
City Manager shall report such failure to the Council and the Council may order such work to be 
done under its direction and the cost thereof assessed to the abutting property owner as any other 
special assessment. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Inspection.  The Public Works Director shall make such inspections as 
are necessary to determine that sidewalks are kept in safe and serviceable condition. 
 
 SEC. 7.15.  RESIDENTIAL PICKETING.  The City has an interest in the protection 
of individual privacy, the well-being and tranquility of the private residence; and in protecting 
ample opportunities for exercising constitutionally protected freedom of speech and expression 
that does not interfere with individual privacy, or with the well-being and tranquility of private 
residences. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  As used in this Section, the words and terms shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Picketing" - The act of exercising constitutionally protected freedom 
of speech and expression by one or more persons on a public street, pathway or on other public 
property. 
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   B.  "Targeted Residential Picketing" - Picketing which may have the 
effect of causing emotional disturbance and distress to the occupant of a specific targeted 
residence such that the individual privacy, well-being and tranquility of the residence is or may 
be disrupted, or where the conduct has as its object the harassing of the occupants. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Targeted Residential Picketing Unlawful.  It is unlawful for any 
person to conduct Targeted Residential Picketing within the City.  It is not unlawful for 
otherwise permissible picketing to occur on public streets and pathways that run through a 
residential area. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Permit Required.  Picketing which spans a time period of more than 
90 minutes, or includes more than 30 persons is unlawful except where an application has been 
filed with the Chief of Police at least 24 hours in advance of the picketing.  Such application 
shall identify the applicant, provide for a specific time, date, location and route of the proposed 
picketing, and provide reasonable proof that trained law enforcement or security officers, 
emergency medical personnel, and sanitation facilities will be provided.  No fee shall be required 
for such application. 
 
 SEC. 7.16.  NUMBERING OF HOUSES AND BUILDINGS. 



(04-14-97) 
 

226 

 
  Subd. 1.  Number Required.  The owner, agent, lessor or occupant of every 
house or building except barns, garages and other buildings which are part of the same property 
with a numbered house or building shall place on every such building a property street number 
within thirty days from the time the owner, agent, lessor or occupant is notified either by mail or 
publication of the assignment of numbers in the manner herein provided. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Display of Number Required.  The property street number shall be 
painted on or affixed to the house or building to which the number has been assigned so that the 
number shall be clearly visible from the adjacent street.  All figures used for displaying the 
number shall be perfectly formed, neat, legible and permanent. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Assignment of New Numbers.  The City Manager shall assign new 
property street numbers in a uniform manner to every house or building in the City: 
 
   A.  A newly constructed or moved house or building shall be assigned a 
number at the time a building permit therefor is granted. 
 
   B.  When property is annexed into the City, the City Manager shall 
immediately assign numbers to all houses or buildings on that property. 
 
   C.  The City Manager shall notify the owner, agent, lessor or occupant of 
any house or building for which a number has been assigned of that assignment. 
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  Subd. 4.  Changing of Existing Numbers.  The City Manager may change 
existing numbers to provide for a uniform system of numbering and shall notify the owner, 
agent, lessor or occupant of any house or building for which a number has been changed of that 
change. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Unlawful Act.  It is unlawful for any person to affix or display upon 
any house or building any numbers other than those assigned to it. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 7.17 through 7.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 224 through 233 reserved) 
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 SEC. 7.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR PETTY MISDEMEANOR.  
Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he 
performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is 
thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as 
follows: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph or provision 
specifically makes violation a misdemeanor, s/he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where 
a violation is committed in a manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be likely to 
endanger any person or property, s/he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where s/he stands 
convicted of violation of any provision of this Chapter, exclusive of violations relating to the 
standing or parking of an unattended vehicle, within the immediate preceding 12-month period 
for the third or subsequent time, s/he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor. 
 
  Subd. 2.  As to any violation not constituting a misdemeanor under the provisions 
of Subdivision 1 hereof, s/he shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 8 
 
 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 
 
 (SEE CHAPTER 7 FOR DEFINITIONS, SCOPE AND 
 APPLICATION RELATING TO THIS CHAPTER) 
 
 
 SECTION 8.01.  HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT ADOPTED BY  
REFERENCE.  Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, or in Chapters 7 and 9 of this 
Code, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169, (commonly referred to as the Highway Traffic 
Regulation Act), as amended through Laws 1996, is hereby incorporated herein and adopted by 
reference, including the penalty provisions thereof. 
 
 SEC. 8.02.  TRUCK ROUTE.  It is unlawful for any person to drive a tractor, 
agricultural implement, truck over 9,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, truck-trailer, 
tractor-trailer or truck tractor in through traffic, upon any street except those which have been 
designated and sign-posted as truck routes.  For the purpose of this Chapter, "through traffic" 
means originating without the City and with a destination without the City, as distinguished from 
"local traffic" which means traffic either originating or having a destination within the City. 
 
 SEC. 8.03.  BICYCLE REGULATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definition.  The term "bicycle", as used in this Section, means every 
device propelled solely by human power upon which any person may ride, having two tandem 
wheels except scooters and similar devices, and including any device generally recognized as a 
bicycle though equipped with two front or rear wheels. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Registration Required.  It is unlawful for any person to ride or operate 
a bicycle not registered upon any street, sidewalk or other public property. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Traffic Laws Apply.  Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway or 
upon any path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles shall be granted all of the rights and 
shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this Chapter, except as 
to special regulations in this Chapter and except as to those provisions of this Chapter which by 
their nature can have no application. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Manner and Number Riding. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person propelling a bicycle to ride other than 
upon or astride a permanent and regular seat attached thereto. 
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   B.  No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the 
number for which it is designed and equipped, except on a child seat attached to the bicycle, 
provided that such seat is equipped with a harness to hold the child securely in the seat and that 
protection is provided against the child's feet hitting the spokes of the wheel or in a seat attached 
to the bicycle operator. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Hitching Rides.  It is unlawful for any person riding upon any bicycle, 
coaster, roller skates, toboggan, sled, skateboard or toy vehicle to attach the same or him/herself 
to any vehicle upon a roadway. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Where to Ride. 
 
   A.  Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near to 
the right side of the roadway as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle 
or one proceeding in the same direction. 
 
   B.  Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two 
abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 
 
   C.  Whenever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent to a 
roadway, bicycle riders shall use such paths and shall not use the roadway. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Right of Way - Sidewalks.  Whenever a person is riding a bicycle 
upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield the right of way to any pedestrian and shall give audible 
signal before overtaking and passing such pedestrian.  Provided, that it is unlawful for any 
person to ride a bicycle on any public sidewalk within the downtown area of the City, defined as 
an area bounded on the south by 5th Street, on the west by Pacific Avenue, on the north by 8th 
Street, and on the east by Oregon Avenue, and including the area of said designated boundary 
streets and the sidewalks parallel thereto on both sides of the street, or to park a bicycle upon a 
sidewalk except where parking stalls have been provided. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Carrying Articles.  It is unlawful for any person operating a bicycle to 
carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand 
upon the handlebars. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Impoundment.  A person apprehended by a law enforcement officer in 
violation of the provisions of this Section does by his or her use of the public streets and/or 
sidewalks consent to the impoundment by the officer of the bicycle for a period of two (2) days 
upon the first offense in a calendar year, five (5) days upon the second offense in a calendar 
year, and fifteen (15) days upon a third offense in a calendar year.  Any operator aggrieved by 
the impoundment of his or her bicycle may petition the Council for hearing thereon at the next 
regular Council meeting following the impoundment. 
 
 § 8.04 
 
 SEC. 8.04.  U-TURNS.  It is unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle by 
turning so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any street except at a street intersection, 
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and then only if the street intersection is not sign-posted prohibiting a U-turn or otherwise 
controlled by a traffic signal; provided, that any person making a permitted U-turn shall yield the 
right-of-way to all other vehicles. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 8.05 through 8.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 238 through 242 reserved) 
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 § 8.10 
 
 SEC. 8.10.  EXHIBITION DRIVING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Prima Facie Evidence.  It is prima facie evidence of exhibition driving 
when a motor vehicle stops, starts, accelerates, decelerates, or turns at an unnecessary rate of 
speed so as to cause tires to squeal, gears to grind, soil to be thrown, engine backfire, fishtailing 
or skidding, or, as to two-wheeled or three-wheeled motor vehicles, the front wheel to lose 
contact with the ground or roadway surface. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Act.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to do any exhibition 
driving on any street, parking lot, or other public or private property, except when an emergency 
creates necessity for such operation to prevent injury to persons or damage to property; 
provided, that this Section shall not apply to driving on a racetrack.   
 
 SEC. 8.11.  ONE-WAY STREETS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  The Council may, by resolution, designate streets as one-way streets. 
 
  Subd. 2.  It is unlawful for any person to travel upon any one-way street in a 
direction opposite that designated when the same has been duly sign-posted. 
 
 SEC. 8.12.  DRIVING THROUGH PRIVATE PROPERTY TO AVOID TRAFFIC 
SIGNAL.  It is unlawful for any person to avoid obedience to any traffic control device by 
driving upon or through any private property. 
 
 SEC. 8.13.  EMERGENCY VEHICLES.  The provisions of this Chapter shall not 
apply to vehicles when operated with due regard for safety, under the direction of police officers 
in the chase or apprehension of violators of the law or of persons charged with or suspected of 
any such violation, nor to Fire Department or fire patrol vehicles when traveling in response to a 
fire alarm, nor to ambulances when traveling in emergencies.  This exemption shall not, 
however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of a reckless disregard of 
the safety of others. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 8.14 through 8.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 8.20 
 
 SEC. 8.20.  SNOWMOBILE TRAFFIC CONTROL AND REGULATIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Snowmobile" - A self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow 
or ice steered by skis or runners. 
 
   B.  "Owner" - A person, other than a lien holder, having the property in 
or title to a snowmobile entitled to the use or possession thereof. 
 
   C.  "Operate" - To ride in or on and control the operation of a 
snowmobile. 
 
   D.  "Operator" - Every person who operates or is in actual physical 
control of a snowmobile. 
 
   E.  "Deadman Throttle" or "Safety Throttle" - A device which, when 
pressure is removed from the engine accelerator or throttle, causes the motor to be disengaged 
from the driving mechanism. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Scope of Application.  Notwithstanding provisions of the City Code to 
the contrary, this Section shall apply to control of traffic and regulation of that certain class of 
vehicles falling within the definition of snowmobiles as to matters set forth herein.  All 
provisions of the City Code, not in conflict with or otherwise addressed in this Section, apply as 
equally to snowmobiles as other vehicles. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Operation.  Except as otherwise herein permitted, it is unlawful for 
any person to operate a snowmobile not licensed as a motor vehicle: 
 
   A.  Subject to the provisions of Subd. 4 below, on the portion of any 
right-of-way of any public highway, street, road, trail or alley used for motor vehicle travel, 
except upon the most right-hand lane of a street or alley, and on other lanes which are used for 
vehicle traffic in the same direction, when the snowmobile is passing or making a left-hand turn.   
A snowmobile may also be operated upon the ditch bottom or the outside bank of trunk, County 
State-aid and County highways where such highways are so configured within the corporate 
limits. 
 
   B.  On a public sidewalk provided for pedestrian travel. 
 
   C.  On boulevards within any public right-of-way. 
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(04-14-97) 
 

253 

   D.  On private property of another without specific permission of the 
owner or person in control of said property. 
 
   E.  At a rate of speed greater than reasonable or proper under all 
surrounding circumstances. 
 
   F.  At any place in a careless, reckless or negligent manner or heedlessly 
in disregard of the rights or safety of others, or in a manner so as to endanger or be likely to 
endanger or cause injury or damage to any person or property. 
 
   G.  So as to tow any person or thing except through use of a rigid towbar 
attached to the rear of the snowmobile. 
 
   H.  At any place in violation of Minnesota Statutes, Section 169.121, 
which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 
 
   I.  Within 100 feet of any pedestrian, fisherman, skating rink or sliding 
area where the operation would conflict with the use of such facility or endanger other persons 
or property. 
 
   J.  In any public park, public and/or school playground, except on 
designated trails in Pomme de Terre City Park. 
 
   K.  Upon any portion of the Morris Municipal Airport or its grounds. 
 
  Subd. 3.1  Morris Area High School.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
in this section, it shall be lawful for persons to use snowmobiles for transportation to and from 
the Morris Area High School, 201 South Columbia Avenue, subject to the following restrictions: 
 
   A.  Operators must be staff members or students currently enrolled in 9th 
grade or above at the Morris Area High School. 
 
   B.  Operators under this section shall be in compliance with all rules and 
regulations of the Morris Area High School governing snowmobile operation and parking and 
shall be otherwise legally qualified to operate snowmobiles within the City. 
 
   C.  Those operating snowmobiles under this section must follow the route 
established therefor by the Council, and may only use said route for transportation to and from 
the school for school purposes, at times when school is in session, and between the hours of 6:30 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
 
   D.  The Council shall review this ordinance on or before September 1, 
1999, to determine whether it should be continued, modified, or repealed. 

§ 8.20 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 17, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-26-98 
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  Subd. 4.  Additional Snowmobile Operating Regulations. 
 
   A.  Notwithstanding Subd. 3 above, it is unlawful to operate a 
snowmobile in the City except as permitted by Subparagraph B of this Subdivision. 
 
   B.  Snowmobiles are permitted to be operated on the snowmobile routes 
established by the Council, and shall not be operated on any other streets of the City except for 
the purpose of reaching and leaving the established routes by the most direct street route to the 
home of the operator or the usual place of storage of the snowmobiles.  
 
  Subd. 5.  Direct Crossings.  A snowmobile may make a direct crossing of a 
street or highway, except an interstate highway or freeway, provided: 
 
   A.  The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the 
direction of the street or highway and at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe 
crossing. 
 
   B.  The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before crossing the 
shoulder or main traveled way. 
 
   C.  The driver yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic which 
constitutes an immediate hazard. 
 
   D.  In crossing a divided street or highway, the crossing is made only at an 
intersection of such street or highway with another public street or highway. 
 
   E.  If the crossing is made between the hours of one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise or in conditions of reduced visibility, only if both front and rear 
lights are on. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Yielding the Right-of-Way.  It is unlawful for any person operating a 
snowmobile to enter any intersection without yielding the right-of-way to any vehicles or 
pedestrians at the intersection or so close to the intersection as to constitute an immediate hazard. 
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  Subd. 7.  Youthful Operators. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person under 14 years of age to make a direct 
crossing within the City of a Trunk, County State-aid, or County highway as the operator of a 
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snowmobile, or operate a snowmobile upon a street or highway within the City.  A person 14 
years of age or older, but less than 18 years of age, may within the City make a direct crossing of 
a Trunk, County State-aid, or County highway only if the person has in immediate possession a 
valid snowmobile safety certificate issued by the Commissioner or a valid motor vehicle 
operator's license issued by the Commissioner of Public Safety or the driver's license authority 
of another State.  It is also unlawful for any person under the age of 14 years to operate a 
snowmobile on any public land, public easements, or water or grant-in-aid trail within the City 
unless accompanied by one of the following listed persons on the same or any accompanying 
snowmobile, or on a device towed by the same or an accompanying snowmobile:  the person's 
parent, legal guardian, or other person 18 years of age or older.  However, a person 12 years of 
age or older may operate a snowmobile on public lands, public easements, and waters or a grant-
in-aid trail if the person has in immediate possession a valid snowmobile safety certificate issued 
by the Commissioner as provided by Minnesota Statutes, Section 84.872. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for the owner of a snowmobile to permit the snowmobile 
to be operated contrary to the provisions of this Subdivision. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Equipment.  It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile any 
place within the City unless it is equipped with the following: 
 
   A.  Standard mufflers which are properly attached and which reduce the 
noise of operation of the motor to the minimum necessary for operation.  No person shall use a 
muffler cut-out, by-pass, straight pipe or similar device on a snowmobile. 
 
   B.  Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the 
snowmobile under any condition of operation. 
 
   C.  A safety or so-called "deadman" throttle in operating condition. 
 
   D.  When operated between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to 
one-half hour before sunrise or at a time of reduced visibility, at least one clear lamp attached to 
the front, with sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet 
ahead during the hours of darkness and under normal atmospheric conditions.  Such head lamp 
shall be so aimed that glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of an oncoming snowmobile 
operator.  It shall also be equipped with at least one red tail lamp having a minimum 
candlepower of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 
feet to the rear during the hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. 
 
 

§ 8.20 
 
   E.  Reflective material on each side which reflects light at a 90 degree 
angle. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Locking Vehicles.  It is unlawful for any person to leave a snowmobile 
on a public place unless such person shall lock the ignition, remove the key and take the same 
with him/her. 
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  Subd. 10.  Emergencies.  Notwithstanding the prohibition of operating a 
snowmobile upon a roadway to the contrary, a snowmobile may be operated on a public 
thoroughfare in an emergency during the period of time when at locations where snow upon the 
roadway renders travel by automobile impractical. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Animals.  It is unlawful to intentionally drive, chase, run over or kill 
any animal with a snowmobile. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Signal From Officer to Stop.  It is a misdemeanor for a snowmobile 
operator, after having received a visible or audible signal from any law enforcement officer to 
come to a stop, (1) to operate a snowmobile in willful or wanton disregard of such signal; (2) to 
interfere with or endanger the law enforcement officer or any other person or vehicle; or (3) to 
increase speed or attempt to flee or elude the officer. 
 
  Subd. 13.  Certain Statutes Adopted.  Minnesota Statutes, Sections 84.81 
through 84.911, inclusive, as amended through Laws 1995, together with rules and regulations 
promulgated thereunder, are hereby adopted by reference, incorporated herein, and made a part 
hereof, together with the penalties provided therein, except as otherwise provided herein. 
 
  Subd. 14.  Unlawful Act.  Violation of Subdivision 3, Subparagraphs F and H, 
and Subdivision 12 of this Section is a misdemeanor.  Violation of any other provision of this 
Section, unless provided to the contrary, is a petty misdemeanor. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 SEC. 8.21  GOLF CARTS AND ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to authorize the operation of 
motorized golf carts, all-terrain vehicles, utility task vehicles or mini trucks hereafter referred to 
as a Specialized Vehicle on designated roadways in the City of Morris, pursuant to the authority 
given to the City by Minnesota Statutes Section 169.045. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms as used in this Section shall have the 
meanings stated:   
 

§ 8.21 
 

   A.  “All Terrain Vehicle” or “ATV” means a motorized flotation-tired 
vehicles of not less than three low pressure tires, but not more than six tires, that is limited in 
engine displacement of less than 1,000 cubic centimeters and includes a class 1 all-terrain 
vehicle and class 2 all-terrain vehicle. 
 
   B.  “Class 1 all-terrain vehicle” means an all-terrain vehicle that has a total 
dry weight of less than 1,000 pounds. 
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   C.  “Class 2 all-terrain vehicle” means an all-terrain vehicle that has a 
total dry weight of 1,000 to 1,800 pounds. 
 
   D.  “Motorized Golf Cart” means a vehicle commonly known as a golf 
cart, having at least four wheels, and either an electric or a gas motor. 
 
   E.  “Utility Task Vehicle” means a side-by-side, four-wheel drive, off-
road vehicle that has four wheels, is propelled by an internal combustion engine with a piston 
displacement capacity of 1,200 cubic centimeters or less, and has a total dry weight of 1,800 but 
less than 2,600 pounds. 
 
   F.  “Mini Truck” means a motor vehicle that has four wheels; is propelled 
by an electric motor with a rate power of 7,500 watts or less or an internal combustion engine 
with a piston displacement capacity of 660 cubic centimeters or less; has a total dry weight of 
900 to 2,200 pounds; contains an enclosed cabin and a seat for the vehicle operator; commonly 
resembles a pickup truck or van, including a cargo area or bed located at the rear of the vehicle; 
and was not originally manufactured to meet federal motor vehicle safety standards required of 
motor vehicles in the Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, sections 571.101 to 571.404, and 
successor requirements.  A “Mini Truck” does not mean a neighborhood electric vehicle or a 
medium-speed electric vehicle; or a motor vehicle that meets or exceeds the regulations in the 
Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 571.500, and successor requirements. 
 
   G.  “Designated Roadways” means city streets and avenues not 
specifically excluded in this ordinance.  It also includes alleys running parallel to and situated 
less than one city block distant from Atlantic Avenue.  It does not mean United States, 
Minnesota or county highways or roads; West 5th Street; Atlantic Avenue; or alleys unless 
specifically permitted by this ordinance. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Required Permit. 
 
   A.  No person may operate a specialized vehicle pursuant to this section 
without a valid permit from the city. 
 
   B.  Permit applications shall be available at the City Clerk’s office and 
shall be in a form approved by resolution of the City Council. 

§ 8.21 
 
   C.  Only persons at least eighteen (18) years of age and holding a driver’s 
license recognized by the State of Minnesota as permitting the operation of motor vehicles in the 
state are eligible for permits.  A permit issued under this section shall only be valid during the 
time and under the circumstances that the holder’s driver’s license would allow operation of a 
motor vehicle in the State of Minnesota. 
 
   D.  At the time of application, the applicant shall: 
 
    1.  Provide proof of insurance complying with the requirements of 
Minnesota Statutes Section 65B.48, Subdivision 5, as the same may be amended from time to 
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time. 
 
    2.  Provide all other information as may be required by resolution 
of the City Council. 
 
   E.  All permits granted pursuant to this section shall be issued for a period 
not to exceed three years and may be renewed by complying with the requirements of this 
section. 
 
   F.  The City Council shall set fees for such permits by resolution. 
 
   Subd. 4.  Conditions. 
 
   A.  No person shall operate a specialized vehicle under this ordinance: 
 
    1.  Except on designated routes unless equipped with original 
equipment, headlights, taillights, and rear-facing brake lights. 
    
    2.  In inclement weather, except during emergency conditions as 
provided in the ordinance, or when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other 
conditions, or at any time when there is insufficient visibility to clearly see persons in vehicles 
on the roadway at a distance of five hundred feet (500’). 
    
    3.  Without displaying the slow-moving vehicle emblem provided 
for in Minnesota Statutes Section 169.522. 
    
    4.  Unless the vehicle is equipped with a rear view mirror as 
provided in Minnesota Statutes Section 169.70. 
    
    5.  With a passenger or passengers unless each such passenger is 
seated on a seat specifically designed for the transport of passengers. 
 
   B. The operator of a specialized vehicle under permit on designated  

§ 8.21 
 
routes shall have all the rights and duties applicable to the driver of any other vehicle under the 
provisions of Minnesota Statutes 169 or other applicable statute or ordinance, except when those 
provisions cannot reasonably be applied to motorized golf carts and ATVs and except as 
otherwise specifically provided in Minnesota Statute Section 169.045, Subdivision 7. 
 
   C. No person operating a specialized vehicle under this ordinance 
shall cross Atlantic Avenue at its intersection with 6th Street. 
 
   D.  A permittee whose specialized vehicle is garaged or stored on property 
abutting an alley may operate the vehicle in that alley along the most direct route to and from a 
designated roadway. 
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  Subd. 5.  Revocation or Denial of Permit. 
 
   A.  A permit may be revoked by the Chief of Police at any time or denied 
if it is shown that the permittee cannot safely or legally operate, or has not safely or legally 
operated, the specialized vehicle within the City or if the permittee’s driver’s license is no longer 
recognized as valid in the State of Minnesota.  A permittee may appeal any such revocation or 
denial to the City Council by filing notice of appeal at the City office not later than 14 days after 
the date of notice of the action to be appealed from. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Limitation of Liability. 
 
   A.  Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as an assumption of liability  
by the City for any injuries to persons or property which may result from the operation of a 
specialized vehicle by a permit holder, the grant of such permit, or the failure by the City to 
revoke such permit. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Violation and Penalties. 
 
   A.  Any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of 
a petty misdemeanor and is subject to having his or her permit under this section revoked. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #90, 3rd Series 
     Effective:  12/26/2011 
 
 (Sections 8.22 through 8.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 257 through 258 reserved) 



(04-14-97) 
 

260 



(04-14-97) 
 

261 



(04-14-97) 
 

262 

 § 8.30 
 
 SEC. 8.30.  HONKING HORNS.  It is unlawful for any person to intentionally honk 
the horn on a motor vehicle, whether such vehicle is moving or parked, on a street for any 
purpose whatsoever except such purposes as are permitted or directed by law. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 8.31 through 8.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 8.50 
 
 SEC. 8.50.  ROLLER SKATING AND SKATEBOARDS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   1.  "Skateboard" means a device for riding upon, usually while standing, 
consisting of an oblong piece of wood or of other composition mounted on skate or skate-type 
wheels. 
 
   2.  "Roller skate" means a form of skate with small wheels or rollers 
instead of a runner. 
 
   3.  "Operate" means to ride on or upon or control the operation of a 
skateboard or roller skates. 
 
   4.  "Operator" means every person who operates or is in actual physical 
control of a skateboard or roller skates. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Prohibited Acts.  It is unlawful for any person to operate a skateboard 
or roller skates: 
 
   A.  On private property of another without the express permission to do so 
by the owner or occupant of said property. 
 
   B.  In a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger, or be 
likely to endanger, the safety of any person or the property of any other person. 
 
   C.  Upon any public street or upon any public sidewalk within the 
downtown area of the City, defined as an area bounded on the south by 5th Street, on the west 
by Pacific Avenue, on the north by 8th Street, and on the east by Oregon Avenue, and including 
the area of said designated boundary streets and the sidewalks parallel thereto on both sides of 
the street. 
 
   D.  When emerging from an alley, driveway or building upon approaching 
a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway, to fail to yield the right-of-way 
to all pedestrians approaching the sidewalk or sidewalk area, or upon entering the roadway to 
fail to yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on the roadway. 
 
   E.  While attaching the same or the person of the operator to any vehicle, 
as defined in Minnesota Statutes §169.01, upon a roadway. 
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   F.  While upon a roadway, failing to ride as close as possible to the right 
hand or edge of the roadway. 
 
   G.  Upon a public street or other roadway after sunset and before sunrise. 
 
   H.  Upon a State highway within the City. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Impoundment of Skateboards and Roller Skates.  A person 
apprehended by a law enforcement officer in violation of the provisions of this Section does by 
his or her use of the public streets and/or sidewalks consent to the impoundment by the officer of 
the skateboard or roller skates for a period of two (2) days upon the first offense in a calendar 
year, five (5) days upon the second offense in a calendar year, and fifteen (15) days upon a third 
offense in a calendar year.  Any operator aggrieved by the impoundment of his or her skateboard 
or roller skates may petition the Council for hearing thereon at the next regular Council meeting 
following the impoundment. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 8.51 through 8.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 262 through 266 reserved) 
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 § 8.99 
 
 SEC. 8.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR PETTY MISDEMEANOR.  
Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he 
performs an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is 
thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as 
follows: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph or provision 
specifically makes violation a misdemeanor, s/he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where 
a violation is committed in a manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be likely to 
endanger any person or property, s/he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor; where s/he stands 
convicted of violation of any provision of this Chapter, exclusive of violations relating to the 
standing or parking of an unattended vehicle, within the immediate preceding 12-month period 
for the third or subsequent time, s/he shall be punished as for a misdemeanor. 
 
  Subd. 2.  As to any violations not constituting a misdemeanor under the 
provisions of Subdivision 1 hereof, s/he shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor. 
 
  Subd. 3.  As to any violation of a provision adopted by reference, s/he shall be 
punished as specified in such provision, so adopted. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 9 
 
 PARKING REGULATIONS 
 
 (SEE CHAPTER 7 FOR DEFINITIONS, SCOPE AND 
 APPLICATION RELATING TO THIS CHAPTER) 
 
 
 SECTION 9.01.  PRESUMPTION.  As to any vehicle parking in violation of Chapters 
7, 8 and 9 when the driver thereof is not present, it shall be presumed that the owner or lessee of 
such vehicle parked the same, or that the driver was acting as the agent of the owner or lessee. 
 
 SEC. 9.02.  GENERAL PARKING PROHIBITIONS.  It is unlawful for any person to 
stop, stand or park a vehicle except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in 
compliance with the specific directions of a police officer or traffic control device in any of the 
following places:  (1) on a sidewalk; (2) in front of a public or private driveway; (3) within an 
intersection; (4) within ten feet of a fire hydrant; (5) on a crosswalk; (6) within twenty feet of a 
crosswalk at any intersection; (7) in a sign-posted fire lane; (8) within thirty feet upon the 
approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic control signal located at the side of a 
roadway; (9) within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing; (10) within twenty feet of 
the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any 
fire station within seventy-five feet of said entrance when properly sign-posted; (11) alongside or 
opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, standing or parking would 
obstruct traffic; (12) on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of 
a street; (13) upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a street; (14) at any place where 
official signs prohibit or restrict stopping, parking or both; (15) in any alley, except for loading 
or unloading and then only so long as reasonably necessary for such loading and unloading to or 
from adjacent premises; or, (16) on any boulevard which has been curbed. 
 
 SEC. 9.03.  RECREATIONAL CAMPING VEHICLE PARKING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definition.  The term "recreational camping vehicle" means any of the 
following: 
 
   A.  "Travel Trailer" - A vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis, 
designed to be used as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreational, and vacation uses, 
permanently identified "Travel Trailer" by the manufacturer of the trailer. 
 
   B.  "Pick-up Coach" - A structure designed to be mounted on a truck 
chassis for use as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreation and vacation. 
 
   C.  "Motor Home" - A portable, temporary building to be used for 
travel, recreation and vacation, constructed as an integral part of a self-propelled vehicle. 
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   D.  "Camping Trailer" - A folding structure, mounted on wheels and 
designed for travel, recreation and vacation uses. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Act.  It is unlawful for any person to leave or park a 
recreational camping vehicle on or within the limits of any street, right-of-way or front yard in a 
residential district for a continuous period in excess of forty-eight (48) hours, except where signs 
are erected designating the place as a campsite or in a mobile home park.  Provided, however, 
that during such 48-hour period, such vehicle shall not be occupied as living quarters. 
 
 SEC. 9.04.  DIRECTION TO PROCEED.  It is unlawful for any person to stop or park 
a vehicle on a street when directed or ordered to proceed by any police officer invested by law 
with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic. 
 
 SEC. 9.05.  PARALLEL PARKING.  Except where angle parking is specifically 
allowed and indicated by curb or street marking or sign-posting, or all or any of them, each 
vehicle stopped or parked upon a two-way road where there is an adjacent curb shall be stopped 
or parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with, and within twelve inches of, 
the right-hand curb, and, where painted markings appear on the curb or the street, such vehicle 
shall be within such markings, front and rear; provided that upon a one-way roadway all vehicles 
shall be so parked, except that the left-hand wheels of the vehicle may be parallel with and 
within twelve inches from the left-hand curb, but the front of the vehicle in any event and with 
respect to the remainder of the vehicle, shall be in the direction of the flow of traffic upon such 
one-way street; and it is unlawful to park in violation of this Section. 
 
 SEC. 9.06.  STREETS WITHOUT CURB.  Upon streets not having a curb each 
vehicle shall be stopped or parked parallel and to the right of the paving, improved or main 
traveled part of the street; and it is unlawful to park in violation of this Section. 
 
 SEC. 9.07.  PARKING HOURS.  Parking on streets shall be limited as follows: 
 
  Subd. 1.  It is unlawful for any person to stop, park or leave standing any vehicle 
upon any street for a continuous period in excess of twenty-four (24) hours. 
 
  Subd. 2.  The City Manager may, when authorized by resolution of the Council, 
designate certain streets, blocks or portions of streets or blocks as prohibited parking zones, or 
five-minute, ten-minute, fifteen-minute, thirty-minute, one-hour, two-hour, four-hour, six-hour, 
eight-hour, morning or afternoon rush hour limited parking zones and shall mark by appropriate 
signs any zones so established.  Such zones shall be established whenever necessary for the 
convenience of the public or to minimize traffic hazards and preserve a free flow of traffic.  It is 
unlawful for any person to stop, park or leave standing any vehicle in a prohibited parking zone, 
for a period of time in excess of the sign-posted limitation, or during sign-posted hours of 
prohibited parking. 
 
 § 9.07 
 
  Subd. 3.  It is unlawful for any person to remove, erase or otherwise obliterate 
any mark or sign placed upon a tire or other part of a vehicle by a police officer for the purpose 
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of measuring the length of time such vehicle has been parked. 
 
  Subd. 4.  For the purpose of enforcement of this Section, any vehicle moved less 
than one block in a limited time parking zone shall be deemed to have remained stationary. 
 
 SEC. 9.08.  SNOW ALERT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  For purposes of this Section: 
 
   A.  "Snow Alert" means a condition created on roadways within the City 
because of the presence of snow, freezing rain, sleet, ice or snowdrifts thereon, or other natural 
phenomenon which, in the judgment of the individual declaring it, creates or is likely to create 
hazardous road conditions or impede or is likely to impede the free movement of fire, health, 
police, emergency or other vehicular traffic when the same has been duly declared by the City 
Manager or designee thereof. 
 
   B.  "Street" means any street, avenue, alley or other public road or way 
within the City. 
 
   C.  "Media" means all radio and television stations having studios in 
Stevens County, Minnesota. 
 
   D.  "Vehicle" means every device in, upon, or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a street or highway, and includes but is not 
limited to automobiles, vans, trucks, buses, motorcycles, bicycles, recreational vehicles, tractors, 
all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiles and trailers. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Parking of Vehicles. 
 
   A.  Declaration.  Upon the existence of a snow alert, the City Manager or 
designee thereof may declare that a snow alert exists, whereupon such person shall notify the 
media no later than 5:00 P.M. the day before the provisions hereof shall take effect, and request 
that such media give notice of such snow alert to the community.  The provisions of this Section 
governing parking during a snow alert shall become effective at 12:00 midnight the day of the 
declaration and be in effect for 24 hours.  A snow alert may be terminated before the expiration 
of 24 hours by giving notice to the media.  The snow alert may be extended for an additional day 
by giving notice to the media no later than 5:00 P.M. the day before the extension takes effect. 
 
 
 
 
 § 9.08 
 
   B.  Unlawful Acts During Snow Alert.  It is unlawful for any person, 
except physicians on emergency calls or drivers of emergency vehicles, to park, abandon or 
leave unattended any vehicle on any street within the City for the duration of the snow alert.  
Proof that a person or entity was the owner or lessee of a vehicle at the time of an alleged 
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violation of this Section shall constitute prima facie evidence that such owner or lessee is the 
person or entity that committed the violation.  If a vehicle is parked in violation of this Section, 
it shall continue to be in violation until it is removed, notwithstanding that the snow alert may 
have expired, and each day of an ongoing violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #67 
     Effective Date:  07-17-06 
 
 SEC. 9.09.  TRUCK PARKING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  It is unlawful to park a detached semi-trailer upon any street, 
City-owned parking lot, or other public property except such as are specifically designated by 
the Council by resolution and sign-posted. 
 
  Subd. 2.  It is unlawful to park a truck (other than a truck of 12,000 pounds gross 
vehicle weight, or less), truck-trailer, tractor-trailer or truck-tractor within an area zoned as a 
residential district except for the purpose of loading or unloading the same, and then only during 
such time as is reasonably necessary for such activity. 
 
  Subd. 3.  It is unlawful to park a commercial vehicle of more than 12,000 pounds 
gross vehicle weight upon any street in the business district except streets as specifically 
designated by the Council by resolution and sign-posted, but parking of such vehicle for a period 
of not more than one hour shall be permitted in such space for the purpose of necessary access to 
abutting property while actively loading or unloading when such access cannot reasonably be 
secured from an alley or from an adjacent street where truck parking is not so restricted. 
 
  Subd. 4.  It is unlawful to park a truck or other vehicle using or equipped with a 
trailer, or extended body or other extension or projection beyond the original length of such 
vehicle, or any passenger bus, diagonally along any street except for a time sufficient to load or 
unload, and in such case, only parallel parking shall be permitted.  Provided, however, that a 
truck may stand backed up to the curb if the weight or bulk of the load makes parallel parking 
impracticable, but then only for a period of time sufficient to load or unload. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Parking of commercial vehicles is permitted in duly designated and 
sign-posted loading zones, and in alleys, for a period of up to one hour, provided that such alley 
parking does not prevent the flow of traffic therein, all of which shall be for the purpose of 
access to abutting or adjacent property while actively loading or unloading. 
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 SEC. 9.10.  PARKING RULES IN PRIVATE PARKING LOTS AND RAMPS.  In 
privately-owned parking lots and ramps, the property owner or business manager may limit the 
sizes and types of motor vehicles to be parked thereon, hours of parking, and prescribed method 
of parking, provided that such limitations and restrictions are marked or sign-posted thereon.  It 
is unlawful to park or leave standing any vehicle backed into a parking place, to drive in a 
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direction opposite the flow of traffic marked by "one-way" signs or arrows, or to park any 
vehicle in any privately-owned parking lot or ramp contrary to the restrictions or limitations 
marked or sign-posted therein. 
 
 SEC. 9.11.  IMPOUNDING AND REMOVING VEHICLES.  When any police 
officer finds a vehicle standing upon a street or City-owned parking lot in violation of any 
parking regulation, such officer is hereby authorized to require the driver or other person in 
charge of such vehicle to remove the same to a position in compliance with this Chapter.  When 
any police officer finds a vehicle unattended upon any street or City-owned parking lot in 
violation of any parking regulation, such officer is hereby authorized to impound such 
unlawfully parked vehicle and to provide for the removal thereof and to remove the same to a 
convenient garage or other facility or place of safety; provided, that if any charge shall be placed 
against such vehicle for cost of removal or storage, or both, by anyone called upon to assist 
therewith the same shall be paid prior to removal from such place of storage or safekeeping. 
 
 SEC. 9.12.  LOADING ZONES.  The Council may, by resolution, establish loading 
zones to be used for the specific purpose of loading or unloading merchandise from a 
commercial vehicle or vehicle temporarily being utilized in the transport of merchandise.  Such 
loading zones shall be installed by order of the City Manager where in the judgment of the 
Council a commercial loading zone is justified, and duly sign-posted. 
 
 SEC. 9.13.  VEHICLE REPAIR ON STREET.  It is unlawful for any person to 
service, repair, assemble or dismantle any vehicle parked upon a street, or attempt to do so, 
except to service such vehicle with gasoline or oil or to provide emergency repairs thereon, but 
in no event for more than twenty-four (24) hours. 
 
 SEC. 9.14.  PARKING FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADVERTISING OR SELLING 
MERCHANDISE.  It is unlawful for any person to park a vehicle on any street for the purpose 
of advertising such vehicle for sale, for the purpose of advertising for sale or selling merchandise 
thereon or therein, or advertising any merchandise for sale or a forthcoming event. 
 
 SEC. 9.15.  PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PARKING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Statutory parking privileges for physically handicapped shall be strictly 
observed and enforced.  Police officers [and trained citizen volunteers] are authorized to tag 
vehicles on either private or public property in violation of such statutory privileges. 
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  Subd. 2.  It is unlawful for any person, whether or not physically handicapped, to 
stop, park, or leave standing, a motor vehicle (1) in a sign-posted fire lane at any time, or (2) in 
lanes where, and during such hours as, parking is prohibited to accommodate heavy traffic 
during morning and afternoon rush hours. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 (Sections 9.16 through 9.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 274 through 283 reserved) 
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 § 9.99 
 
 SEC. 9.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR OR PETTY MISDEMEANOR.  
Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he 
performs an act thereby prohibited or declared  unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is 
thereby prohibited or  declared unlawful, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as  
follows: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph  or provision 
specifically makes violation a misdemeanor, s/he shall be  punished as for a misdemeanor; where 
a violation is committed in a  manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be likely to  
endanger any person or property, s/he shall be punished as for a  misdemeanor; where s/he 
stands convicted of violation of any provision  of this Chapter, exclusive of violations relating to 
the standing or  parking of an unattended vehicle, within the immediate preceding  12-month 
period for the third or subsequent time, s/he shall be punished  as for a misdemeanor. 
 
  Subd. 2.  As to any violation not constituting a misdemeanor  under the 
provisions of Subdivision 1 hereof, s/he shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor.  Provided, 
that penalties for violations shall be set by resolution of the Council and kept on file in the office 
of the City Manager. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Upon request of the University of Minnesota Morris, the Council shall 
authorize by resolution the joint enforcement of parking regulations upon University property by 
the City and University Police Departments.  Fines for parking violations shall be set by 
resolution of the Council upon recommendation of the University of Minnesota Morris.  The 
City shall act as collection agent for such fines.  Seventy percent (70%) of all collections shall be 
retained by the City as an administrative expense, and the remainder shall be delivered to the 
University at least semi-annually. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 10 
 
 PUBLIC PROTECTION, CRIMES AND OFFENSES 
 
 SECTION 10.01.  REFUSE, JUNK AND NUISANCE REGULATIONS, 
PROHIBITIONS AND REMEDIES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Findings.  The Council finds that unregulated deposit and storage of 
junk and unregulated storage and non-mandatory collection of refuse are not only potential, but 
immediate, habitat for rodents, the spread of noxious weeds and other hazardous conditions of 
decay which are unsanitary, unhealthy, and an ecological blight.  The Council further finds that 
such hazardous conditions must not only be halted in the future but also corrected for the 
present.  The Council recognizes that the regulations, prohibitions and remedies provided for 
herein are bold steps but absolutely essential to the health of the residents and ecology of the 
community. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Refuse" means and includes all organic and inorganic (1) material 
resulting from the manufacture, preparation or serving of food or food products; (2) spoiled, 
decayed or waste food from any source; (3) bottles, cans, glassware, paper or paper products, 
crockery, ashes, rags and discarded clothing; (4) tree, lawn or bush clippings and weeds; (5) 
furniture, household furnishings or appliances, or parts or components thereof; or, (6) human or 
household waste of all kinds not included in any other portion of this definition. 
 
   B.  "Junk" means and includes all (1) unregistered, unlicensed or 
inoperable (including, but not limited to, the lack of major component parts) motor vehicles, 
motorized vehicles or equipment, bicycles, boats, outboard motors, or trailers, or parts or 
components thereof; (2) inoperable (including, but not limited to, the lack of major component 
parts) agricultural implements or parts or components thereof, machines and mechanical 
equipment of all kinds or parts or components thereof, and by-products or waste from  
manufacturing operations of all kinds; (3) used lumber or waste resulting from building 
construction, renovation, remodeling, or demolition; or, (4) felled trees and tree branches that 
are not immediately processed into lumber, wood for fuel, fence components, or other such 
ultimate use. 
 
   C.  "Nuisance" means and includes (1) maintaining or permitting a 
condition which unreasonably annoys, injures or endangers the safety, health, morals, comfort or 
repose of the public; (2) interfering with, obstructing or rendering dangerous for passage, any 
street, public right-of-way or waters used by the public; or, (3) any other act or omission 
declared by law to be a public nuisance. 
 
 
 
 
 § 10.01 
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   D.  "Residential Premises" means any building consisting of any number 
of dwelling units, each with individual kitchen facilities, and, in the case of multiple dwelling 
units in such building, each unit shall be considered "residential premises". 
 
   E.  "Commercial Premises" shall consist of two types:  (1) any premises 
where a commercial, industrial or governmental enterprise of any kind is carried on where food 
is prepared or served from a central kitchen, including restaurants, clubs, churches, schools and 
health care facilities; or, (2) any premises where a commercial, industrial or governmental 
enterprise of any kind is carried on where food is not prepared or served. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Refuse Storage. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person to store refuse on residential or 
commercial premises, type (2), for a continuous period in excess of seven (7) days. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any person to store refuse on commercial premises, 
type (1) for a continuous period in excess of ninety-six (96) hours. 
 
   C.  It is unlawful to store organic refuse unless it is drained, wrapped (in 
paper or plastic) and placed in an impervious and leak-proof container with a tight-fitting cover. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Mandatory Collection of Refuse. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for each occupant of residential or commercial (of either 
type) premises to fail or refuse to subscribe for, receive and pay for (at going rates for the class 
of service) the refuse collection services of a garbage and refuse hauler licensed by the City. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful for any person to obstruct a garbage and refuse hauler 
under contract with the City in the performance of its duties. 
 
   C.  If any person fails or refuses to comply with Subparagraph A of this 
Subdivision, the City may, upon seven (7) days' notice in writing mailed to the owner of such 
premises at the address appearing on the tax rolls of the County, and as an additional and not 
alternate to any other remedy provided herein, subscribe and pay for the services of such hauler 
and certify all costs to the County Auditor to be spread upon the tax rolls as a special assessment 
on the subject premises. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 353, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  0-8-14-04 
 
   D.  “Dumping Prohibited”.  No person shall cause or permit garbage, 
trash, refuse, cans, paper, ashes, junk, junk vehicles, yard waste, demolition waste, hazardous 
waste, tires, white goods or solid waste: 
 § 10.01 
 

1. To be dumped, thrown, scattered or deposited upon any 
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public or private land within the City; or  
 

  2. To be deposited in one or more garbage cans, dumpsters, or 
other containers for waste containment, processing or removal unless said material is from a 
source from which the container is designated to receive such material. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 37, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  08-02-01 
 
  Subd. 5.  Junk Storage. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful to park or store junk on any premises unless it is housed 
within a completely enclosed building or on duly licensed junk dealer premises. 
 
   B.  If any person fails or refuses to comply with Subparagraph A of this 
Subdivision, the City may, upon fifteen (15) days' notice in writing mailed to the owner of such 
premises at the address appearing on the tax rolls, and as an additional and not alternate to any 
other remedy provided herein, physically remove the junk, dispose of it as valueless, and certify 
all costs thereof to the County Auditor to be spread upon the tax rolls as a special assessment on 
the subject property. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Nuisance.  It is unlawful for any person to permit or maintain a 
nuisance upon any premises. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Additional Unlawful Acts. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful for any person to deposit offal or the body of a dead 
animal in any place other than a sanitary landfill or other facilities approved by statute or the 
City Code. 
 
   B.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to store, deposit or dispose of any 
refuse which is in flames or heated to the point of danger of fire. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 10.02 through 10.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 288 through 292 reserved) 
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 § 10.10 
 
 SEC. 10.10.  DOG LICENSING AND ANIMAL REGULATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  For the purpose of this Section:  
 
   A.  "Owner" means a person who owns an animal hereby regulated. 
 
   B.  "Own" means to have a property interest in, or to harbor, feed, board, 
keep or possess. 
 
   C.  "Dangerous Dog" means an dog which has caused damage to 
property or injury to a person, or which dog, by its actions, exhibits a propensity for causing 
imminent danger to persons. 
 
   D.  "Dog" means both male and female and includes any animal of the 
dog kind. 
   E.  "Animal" means a dog, cat or other household pet. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Running at Large Prohibited.  It is unlawful for the owner of any dog 
to permit such dog to run at large.  Any dog shall be deemed to be running at large with the 
permission of the owner unless it is on a durable leash secured to an object which it cannot move 
and on the premises of the owner, or on a leash or under the control of an accompanying person 
of suitable age and discretion, or effectively confined within a motor vehicle, building, or 
enclosure.  
 
  Subd. 3.  License Required.  It is unlawful for the owner of any dog, six months 
of age or more, to fail to obtain a license therefor from the City. 
 
  Subd. 4.  License Issuance, Term and Renewal.  All dog licenses shall be 
issued only upon presentation of a certificate issued by a veterinarian, licensed to practice 
veterinary medicine in the State of Minnesota, showing rabies immunization of the dog for at 
least the term of the license.  All dog licenses shall expire on December 31.  Application for 
license renewal, accompanied by a veterinarian's certificate, shall be made at least thirty (30) 
days prior to expiration of the license. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Adoption of Fees.  All fees for the licensing, impoundment and 
release, including penalties for late license application, may be fixed and determined by the 
Council, adopted by resolution, and uniformly enforced.  Such fees may from time to time be 
amended by the Council by resolution.  A copy of the resolution setting forth currently effective 
fees shall be kept on file in the office of the City Manager and open to inspection during regular 
business hours. 
 
 
 
 § 10.10 
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  Subd. 6.  Tag Required.  All licensed dogs shall wear a collar and have a tag 
firmly affixed thereto evidencing a current license.  A duplicate for a lost tag may be issued by 
the City upon presentation of the receipt showing the payment of the duplicate license fee.  Tags 
shall not be transferable, and no refund shall be made on any license fee because of leaving the 
City or death of the dog before the expiration of the license. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Dog Pound.  Any dog found in the City without a license tag, running 
at large, or otherwise in violation of this Section, shall be placed in the Dog Pound, and an 
accurate record of the time of such placement shall be kept on each dog.  Every dog so placed in 
the Dog Pound shall be held for redemption by the owner for at least ten business days.  
Impoundment records shall be preserved for at least six months and shall show (1) the 
description of the dog by specie, breed, sex, approximate age, and other distinguishing traits; (2) 
the location at which the dog was seized; (3) the date of seizure; (4) the name and address of the 
person from whom any dog six months of age or over was received; and, (5) the name and 
address of the person to whom any dog six months of age or over was transferred.  If unclaimed, 
such dog shall be humanely destroyed and the carcass disposed of, unless it is requested by a 
licensed educational or scientific institution under authority of Minnesota Statutes, Section 
35.71.  Provided, however, that if a tag affixed to the dog, or a statement by the dog's owner 
after seizure specifies that the dog should not be used for research, such dog shall not be made 
available to any such institution but may be destroyed after the expiration of the five-day period.  
A person claiming an interest in a dog in custody under this Section may prevent disposition of 
the dog by posting security in an amount sufficient to provide for the dog's actual costs of care 
and keeping.  The security must be posted within 10 days of the seizure inclusive of the date of 
the seizure. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Notice of Impounding.  Upon impounding a dog under this Section, 
notice shall be given the owner or person claiming interest in the dog by delivering or mailing it 
to a person claiming an interest in the dog or by posting a copy of it at the place where the dog is 
taken into custody or by delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if 
possible.  The notice shall include: 
 
   A.  A description of the dog seized; the authority and purpose for the 
seizure; the time, place, and circumstances under which the dog was seized; and the location, 
address, telephone number, and contact person where the dog is kept; 
 
   B.  A statement that a person claiming an interest in the dog may post 
security to prevent disposition of the dog and may request a hearing concerning the seizure or 
impoundment and that failure to do so within 10 days of the date of the notice will result in 
disposition of the dog;  
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   C.  A statement that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of 
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the dog are the responsibility of the person claiming an interest in the dog, except to the extent 
that a court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not substantially 
justified by law; and 
 
   D.  A form that can be used by a person claiming an interest in the dog for 
requesting a hearing under this Section. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Right to Hearing and Release From Dog Pound.  Upon request of a 
person claiming interest in the dog, which request must be made within 10 days of the date of 
seizure, a hearing shall be held within five business days of the request to determine the validity 
of the seizure and impoundment.  If the seizure was done pursuant to a warrant under MSA 
Section 343.22, the hearing must be conducted by the judge who issued the warrant.  If the 
seizure was done under MSA Section 343.29, the City may either (1) authorize a licensed 
veterinarian with no financial interest in the matter or professional association with either party 
or (2) use the services of a hearing officer to conduct the hearing.  A person claiming interest in 
the dog who is aggrieved by a decision of a hearing officer under this Section may seek a Court 
Order governing the seizure or impoundment within five days of the notice of the order. 
 
   A.  The judge or hearing officer may authorize the return of the dog, if the 
judge or hearing officer finds that: 
 
    1.  The dog is physically fit; and 
 
    2.  The person claiming an interest in the dog can and will provide 
the care required by law for the dog. 
 
   B.  The person claiming an interest in the dog is liable for all actual costs 
of the care, keeping, and disposal of the dog, except if a court or hearing officer finds that the 
seizure or impoundment was not substantially justified by law.  The costs shall be paid in full or 
a mutually satisfactory arrangement for payment must be made between the City and the person 
claiming an interest in the dog before return of the dog to the person. 
 
    1.  If such a dog is owned by a resident of the City, the cost shall 
include the purchase of a license, if unlicensed, payment for the dog's maintenance while in 
custody, and immunization fee. 
 
    2.  If such a dog is owned by a person not a resident of the City, 
after payment for the dog's maintenance while in custody and after immunization of any such 
dog for rabies. 
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  Subd. 10.  Seizure by a Citizen.  It is lawful for any person to seize and 
impound a dog so found running at large and shall within six hours thereafter notify the Police 
Department of said seizure.  It shall be the duty of the Police Department to place said dog in the 
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City Pound.  If the name of the owner of such dog so seized is known to the person who first 
takes such dog into custody, he or she shall inform the Police Department of the name of the 
owner, and the address if known. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Immobilization of Animals.  For the purpose of enforcement of this 
Section any peace officer, or person whose duty is animal control, may use a so-called 
tranquilizer gun or other instrument for the purpose of immobilizing and catching an animal. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Other Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful for the owner of any dog to (1) 
fail to have the license tag issued by the City firmly attached to a collar worn at all times by the 
licensed dog, or (2) fail to keep his/her dog from barking, howling or whining. 
 
  Subd. 13.  Misdemeanor.  It is a misdemeanor to (1) own a dangerous dog, or 
(2) interfere with any police officer, or other City employee, in the performance of his/her duty 
to enforce this Section, 
 
  Subd. 14.  Summary Destruction.  If an animal is diseased, vicious, dangerous, 
rabid or exposed to rabies and such animal cannot be impounded after a reasonable effort or 
cannot be impounded without serious risk to the person attempting to impound, such animal may 
be destroyed in a humane manner. 
 
  Subd. 15.  Rabies Control - Generally. 
 
   A.  Every owner or person in control of an animal which bites a person 
shall promptly report the incident to the Police Department and the animal shall thereupon be 
securely quarantined at the direction of the Police Department for a period of fourteen (l4) days, 
and shall not be released from such quarantine except by written permission of the City.  In the 
discretion of the Police Department, such quarantine may be on the premises of the owner or at 
the veterinary hospital of his/her choice.  If the animal is quarantined on the premises of the 
owner, the City shall have access to the animal at any reasonable time for study and observation 
of rabies symptoms.  In the case of a stray animal or in the case of an animal whose ownership is 
not known, such quarantine shall be at the dog pound, or at the discretion of the Police 
Department, the animal may be confined in a veterinary hospital designated by him/her. 
 
   B.  The owners, upon demand made by the Police Department or by any 
other City employee empowered by the Council to enforce this Section, shall forthwith surrender 
any animal which has bitten a human, or which is suspected as having been exposed to rabies, 
for the purpose of supervised quarantine.  The expenses of the quarantine shall be  
 
  

§ 10.10 
 
borne by the owner and the animal may be reclaimed by the owner if adjudged free of rabies 
upon payment of fees set forth in this Section and upon compliance with licensing provisions set 
forth in this Section. 
 
   C.  When an animal under quarantine and diagnosed as being rabid or 
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suspected by a licensed veterinarian as being rabid dies or is killed, the City shall immediately 
send the head of such animal and rabies data report to the State Health Department for 
pathological examination and shall notify all persons concerned of the results of such 
examination. 
 
   D.  The City shall issue such proclamation and take such action when 
rabies is suspected or exists as is required by Minnesota Statutes. 
 
   E.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to violate any provisions of this 
Section. 
 
  Subd. 16.  Reports of Bite Cases.  It is a misdemeanor for any physician, or 
other practitioner, to fail to report to the Chief of Police the names and addresses of persons 
treated for bites inflicted by animals, together with such other information as will be helpful in 
rabies control. 
 
  Subd. 17.  Responsibility of Veterinarians.  It is a misdemeanor for any 
licensed veterinarian to fail to report to the Chief of Police his/her diagnosis of an animal 
observed by him as a rabies suspect. 
 
  Subd. 18.  Police Dogs, Seeing-Eye Dogs, Service Dogs.  The provisions of this 
Section shall not apply to the ownership or use of seeing-eye dogs by blind persons, or dogs used 
in police activities of the City, such as canine corps or tracking dogs used by or with the 
permission of the Police Department, or service dogs used by disabled persons. 
 
  Subd. 19.  Dogs in Heat.  Except for controlled breeding purposes, every female 
dog in heat shall be kept confined in a building or secure enclosure, or in a veterinary hospital or 
boarding kennel, in such manner that such female dog cannot come in contact with other dogs. 
 
  Subd. 20.  Upon sworn complaint to a court of proper jurisdiction that any one of 
the following facts exists: 
 

A. That any dog at any time has destroyed property or habitually 
trespasses in a damaging manner on the property of persons other than the owner; 
 

B. That any dog at any time has attacked or bitten a person outside 
the owner’s or custodian’s premises; 
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C. That any dog is vicious or shows vicious habits or molests  

pedestrians or interferes with vehicles on the public streets or highways; 
 

D. That any dog is running at large in violation of this section; or 
 

E. That any dog is allowed habitually to bark, howl or whine in 
violation of this section; 
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the presiding officer of said court shall issue a summons directed to the owner of said dog 
commanding him or her to appear before said court to show cause why said dog should not be 
seized by any police officer, or otherwise disposed of in the manner authorized in this ordinance.  
Such summons shall be returnable not less than two nor more than six days from the date thereof 
and shall be served at least two days before the time of appearance mentioned therein.  Upon 
such hearing and finding the facts true as complained of, the court may either order the dog 
killed; order the owner or custodian to remove it from the City; or order the owner or custodian 
to keep it confined to a designated place.  If the owner or custodian violates such order, any 
police officer may impound any dog described in such order.  The provisions of this section are 
in addition to and supplemental to other provisions of this chapter. 
 
Costs of the proceeding specified by this section shall be assessed against the owner or custodian 
of the dog, if the complainant shall prevail. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 34, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  11-25-00 
 
 SEC. 10.11.  WILD ANIMAL REGULATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  This Section is adopted for the purpose of protecting the 
health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definition.  For the purposes of this Section, the term "wild animal" 
means and includes any animal, not of the traditional domesticated species, which is inherently 
dangerous and presents a potential risk to the public. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Running at Large Prohibited.  It is unlawful for the owner of any 
wild animal to permit such animal to run at large.  Any animal shall be deemed to be running at 
large with the permission of the owner unless it is effectively confined within a motor vehicle, 
building, or enclosure.  
 
  Subd. 4.  Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any person to keep, shelter or 
harbor any wild animal without a permit therefor from the City. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Permit Term and Fees.  All permits shall be issued for a term of two  
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(2) years and the fee for such permits shall be fixed and determined by the Council, adopted by 
resolution and uniformly enforced.  Such fee may from time to time be amended by the Council 
by resolution. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Conditions of Permit.  No permit for the keeping of wild animals shall 
be issued until the applicant has met the following criteria for the keeping and housing of wild 
animals: 
 
   A.  A plan is approved by the Council which establishes the nature and 
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size of the cage or enclosure to house the animal considering the animal's size, weight, strength 
and relative danger to the public; specifying all protective devices to be maintained to restrain 
the animal and discourage tampering by humans and other animals; providing for suitable 
exercise facilities; and an emergency response plan to be on file with the City. 
 
   B.  Erection and maintenance of suitable fencing for the protection of 
adjoining property owners and the general public. 
 
   C.  Providing suitable sanitation controls so as not to create a public or 
private nuisance. 
 
   D.  Proof of insurance for medical expense and liability. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Inspection.  Prior to the issuance of the permit, the City shall require 
an inspection be made to determine that the facilities are suitable for the protection of the health, 
safety and welfare of the public.  Such inspection shall be made by a person approved by the 
City and the cost of such inspection shall be borne by the applicant. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Suspension or Revocation of Permit.  The Council may, for any 
violation or other reasonable cause:  (1) refuse to grant any renewal application; (2) suspend for 
a period of sixty (60) days; or (3) revoke any permit issued under this Section.  Such action shall 
be made only upon a finding that the permittee has failed to comply with the provisions of this 
Section.  The Council shall take such immediate action as it deems necessary for the public 
protection to remedy any potentially dangerous situation.  The owner of such animal shall be 
responsible for any expense incurred as the result of such action.  Before revocation of any 
permit, the Council shall give notice to the permittee and grant such permittee opportunity to be 
heard.  The permittee shall have thirty (30) days following a revocation hearing to correct any 
violations of this Section found to be the basis for revocation, during which time period the 
revocation shall be suspended. 
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 SEC. 10.12.  ANIMALS AND FOWL - KEEPING, TRANSPORTING, 
TREATMENT, HOUSING. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  As used in this Section, the following definitions shall 
apply. 
 
   A.  "Farm Animals" – Cattle, horses, mules, donkeys, sheep, goats, 
swine, ponies, ducks, geese, turkeys, chickens, guinea hens and honey bees. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #105, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-30-16 
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   B.  "Animals" - Includes farm animals and all other animals, reptiles and 
feathered birds or fowl except dogs, cats, gerbils, hamsters and caged household birds. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Keeping.  It is unlawful for any person to keep or harbor any animal, 
not in transit, except (1) farm animals kept in that portion of the City zoned for agricultural 
purposes, or, (2) animals kept as part of a show allowed under the City Code, or, (3) animals 
used in a parade for which a permit has been issued, or, (4) animals kept in a laboratory for 
scientific or experimental purposes, or, (5) animals kept in an animal hospital or clinic for 
treatment by a licensed veterinarian, or, (6) animals kept or maintained at the University of 
Minnesota Morris under the sponsorship of the Saddle Club. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Animals in Transit.  It is unlawful for any person to transport animals 
unless they are (1) confined within a vehicle, cage or other means of conveyance, or, (2) farm 
animals being transported in a portion of the City zoned for agricultural purposes, or, (3) 
restrained by means of bridles, halters, ropes or other means of individual restraint. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Treatment.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to treat any animal as 
herein defined, or any other animal, in a cruel or inhumane manner. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Housing.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to keep any animal as 
herein defined, or any other animal, in any structure infested by rodents, vermin, flies or insects, 
or inadequate for protection against the elements. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Trespasses.  It is unlawful for any person to herd, drive or ride any 
animal over and upon any grass, turf, boulevard, City park, except (Pomme de Terre Park), 
cemetery, garden or lot without specific permission therefor from the owner. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Riding.  Riding, leading or driving horses, donkeys or mules is 
permitted within the City of Morris subject to regulations thereof contained in this section and 
elsewhere in the Morris  City Code, provided the same is not done recklessly, carelessly, or in an 
otherwise unsafe manner.  A Morris police officer shall have the authority to issue such order as  

§ 10.12 
 
is reasonably necessary for the public safety to any person who is leading, riding or driving any 
horse, donkey, or mule on City right-of-way.  Refusal to obey such order is a misdemeanor. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #56, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  May 16, 2005 
 

SEC. 10.13.  ANIMAL WASTE. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  For the purpose of this Section: 
 
   A.  "Owner" means any person who harbors, feeds, boards, possesses, 
keeps or has custody of an animal. 
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   B.  "Animal" means a dog, cat or other animal. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful for any owner to: 
 
   A.  Suffer or permit an animal to defecate upon public property, or the 
private property of another, without immediately removing the excrement and disposing of it in 
a sanitary manner. 
 
   B.  Suffer or permit an animal to be upon public property, or the private 
property of another, unless such animal is in the custody of a person of suitable age and 
discretion having in his/her possession equipment and supplies for excrement removal. 
 
   C.  Permit animal excrement to accumulate for a period in excess of seven 
(7) days on premises occupied by him/her without removal and sanitary disposal. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Exceptions.  The provisions of Subdivision 2, Subparagraphs A and B, 
do not apply to a guide dog accompanying a blind person, a service dog accompanying a 
disabled person, or a dog while engaged in police or rescue activity. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 10.14 through 10.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 302 through 305 reserved) 
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 SEC. 10.20.  SHADE TREE PROTECTION AND DISEASE CONTROL. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Policy and Purpose.  The Council recognizes the importance of the 
urban forest to the quality of life in the City.  It is the purpose of this Section to promote and 
protect the public health, safety and general welfare by providing for the regulation of the 
planting, maintenance and removal of trees, shrubs, and other plants within the City. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Diseased or Dangerous Conditions of Trees.  Upon the discovery of 
any destructive or communicable disease or other pestilence to spread disease or insect 
infestations, the City Forester shall at once cause written notice to be served upon the owner of 
the property upon which such diseased or infested tree is situated.  The notice shall require the 
property owner to eradicate, remove or otherwise control the condition within a reasonable time 
specified in the notice. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Unlawful Conditions of Private Trees (Nuisance).  It is a 
misdemeanor for any person to allow the following conditions to exist on his/her property: 
 
   A.  Any tree, shrub, or wood therefrom, having a destructive or 
communicable disease or other pestilence which endangers the growth, health, life or well-being 
of trees, shrubs or plants in the City or which is capable of causing an epidemic spread of a 
communicable disease or insect infestation. 
 
   B.  The roots of any tree or shrub, which cause the surface of the public 
street, curb or sidewalk to be upheaved or otherwise disturbed. 
 
   C.  Any tree, shrub, or portion thereof which, by reason of location or 
conditions, constitutes an imminent danger to the health, safety, or well-being of the general 
public. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Responsibility for Public Nuisance Fixed.  Where a nuisance exists 
upon property, the owner, occupant or agent, and all other persons having control of the property 
on which the nuisance exists, shall be deemed equally liable for the nuisance. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Nuisance Abatement.  The City shall serve notice upon the owner, 
occupant or agent of any lot, building or premises in or upon which a nuisance may be found, or 
upon the person who may be the cause of the nuisance, requiring the person to abate the 
nuisance as provided herein.  Failure to serve notice shall not relieve the person from the 
obligation to abate the nuisance. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Expense of Abatement.  In case of neglect or refusal of any person to 
abate any nuisance, the City may abate the nuisance.  The expense of the abatement shall  
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be collected from the person so offending.  The City may collect the expense of the abatement in 
the same manner as a special assessment against the property. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Right of Inspection.  The City Forester or his/her designee has the 
authority to enter onto private property whereon there is located a tree, shrub, plant or plant part 
that is suspected to be a public nuisance. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Transporting Wood Prohibited.  It is a misdemeanor for any person 
to transport elm wood into or through the City unless the same is debarked, or in the months of 
April, May or June, to transport oak wood without first securing a permit from the City Forester.  
The Forester shall grant a permit only when the purpose of this Section will be served thereby, 
and only when no reasonable alternative is available. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Storage of Elm Wood Prohibited.  It is a misdemeanor for any person 
to keep or store elm wood in the City, unless the bark has been removed, between May 15th and 
September 15th of each year. 
 
  Subd. 10.  Interference With Actions of the Board or its Agents.  It is a 
misdemeanor for any person to prevent, delay, or interfere with the Board, or any of its agents, 
while engaging in and about the inspecting, planting, cultivating, mulching, pruning spraying, or 
removing of any street trees, park trees, or trees on private grounds as authorized in this Section. 
 
 SEC. 10.21.  MAINTENANCE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  It is the primary responsibility of any owner or occupant of any lot or 
parcel of land to maintain any weeds or grass growing thereon  at a height of not more than eight 
(8”) inches (except for native grasses and wildflowers indigenous to Minnesota, planted and 
maintained on any occupied lot or parcel of land, set back a minimum of ten (10’) feet from the 
front property line as part of a garden or landscape treatment, which are exempt from being no 
more than 8”); to remove all public health or safety hazards therefrom; to install or repair water 
service lines upon any property which is improved with commercial or habitable structures; and 
to treat or remove insect-infested or diseased trees thereon.  It shall also be unlawful for any such 
person or persons to cause, suffer or allow noxious weeds or plants identified and defined by the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture to grow on any such lot or parcel of land so as to endanger 
the health, safety and welfare of the City. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #75, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  07-17-07 
 
  Subd. 2.  Weed and Grass Nuisance.  The City may cause such work to be done 
beginning seven (7) days after any such owner or occupant fails to comply with a notice given 
by the City Manager of a violation of Subdivision 1 of this Section.  The City shall keep a record 
of  
 

§ 10.21 
 
the cost of such work done, to include reasonable City processing costs, and bill the owner of the 
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private property where the work was done.   
 
  Subd. 3.  Cost of Work to be Assessed.  The City Manager shall, upon direction 
of the Council, and on receipt of the information provided for in the preceding Subdivision, 
assess the cost of such work as a special assessment against the lots or parcel where the work 
was done, and such special assessment shall at the time of certifying taxes to the County Auditor 
be certified for collection as other special assessments are certified and collected. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Administrative Fee.  Failure of the owner or occupant of private 
property to comply with Subdivision 1 of this Section shall result in the issuance of an 
administrative fee.  Regardless of who occupies the property, the owner of the private property is 
responsible for the requirements of this Section and is responsible for payment of the 
administrative fee.  The administrative fee will be set by Resolution of the City Council.  It is a 
misdemeanor to violate Subdivision 1 and fail to pay the administrative fee within thirty days of 
receiving written notice of the fee being assessed.  The administrative fee and misdemeanor 
violation for failing to pay the fee are not exclusive remedies for failure to comply with this 
Section. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Continuing Violations.  Each day that violations of this Section occur 
is a separate violation of this Section and shall constitute a separate offense.  
 
     Source:  Ordinance #105, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-30-16 
 
 SEC. 10.22.  OBSTRUCTIONS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Obstructions.  It is unlawful for any person to place, deposit, display 
or offer for sale, any fence, goods or other obstructions upon, over, across or under any public 
property without first having obtained a written permit from the Council, and then only in 
compliance in all respects with the terms and conditions of such permit, and taking 
precautionary measures for the protection of the public.  An electrical cord or device of any kind 
is hereby included, but not by way of limitation, within the definition of an obstruction. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Fires.  It is unlawful for any person to build or maintain a fire upon 
public property, except as specifically permitted by the City Code. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Dumping on Public Property.  It is unlawful for any person to throw 
or deposit on public property any nails, dirt, glass or glassware, cans, discarded cloth or clothing, 
metal scraps, garbage, leaves, grass or tree limbs, paper or paper products, shreds or rubbish, oil, 
grease or other petroleum products, or to empty any water containing salt or other injurious 
chemicals thereon.  It is a violation of this Section to place or store any building materials or  
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waste resulting from building construction or demolition on public property without first having 
obtained a written permit from the Council. 
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  Subd. 4.  Signs and Other Structures.  It is unlawful for any person to place or 
maintain a sign, advertisement, or other structure on public property without first having 
obtained a written permit from the Council, except for real estate signs. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Snow or Ice on Public Property.  It is unlawful for any person not 
acting under a contract with the City to dump snow or ice on public property. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Continuing Violation.  Each day that any person continues in violation 
of this Section shall be a separate offense and punishable as such. 
 
   Subd. 7.  Condition.  Before granting any permit under any of the provisions of 
this Section, the Council may impose such insurance or bonding conditions thereon as it, 
considering the projected danger to public or private property or to persons, deems proper for 
safeguarding such persons and property.  Such insurance or bond shall also protect the City from 
any suit, action or cause of action arising by reason of such obstruction. 
 
 SEC. 10.23.  HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Preamble. 
 
   A.  Private Property.  The Council finds that accumulation on private 
property of unlicensed, unregistered or inoperable motor vehicles, household furniture, 
furnishings or appliances, or parts or components thereof, or metal, wood, glass, paper, rubber, 
concrete, or other material, whether organic or inorganic, can facilitate the growth or spread of 
noxious weeds, the nesting and breeding of rodents, insects, and harmful bacteria, and be a threat 
of fire.  The Council also finds that unless such accumulation is stored in a lawfully operated 
junk yard, housed within a lawfully erected building, or in a container permitted, and the 
contents disposed of, under provisions of the City Code, it is a source of filth, cause of sickness, 
and an immediate danger to the health, safety and welfare of persons and property in the City.  
The Council finds that if such unauthorized, unwholesome and dangerous accumulation is 
permitted to continue to pose such a threat it is a hazardous condition and a nuisance, must be 
abated, and that this Section is adopted to protect the residents of the City and their property and, 
in addition, to protect the rights of persons who may be found in violation of its provisions.  
"Accumulation" as that term is used in this Subparagraph A, means prohibited items in any 
number or amount. 
 
   B.  Business Premises.  The Council finds that accumulation upon 
premises to which the public has access or may be exposed of food particles or other material 
causing discomfort to patrons, or disrepair of seating, floor covering, plumbing, heating, or 
electrical facilities, or failure to maintain a reasonable standard of cleanliness and absence of 
noxious odors, can facilitate the nesting and breeding of rodents, insects, and harmful bacteria  
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and is a source of filth, cause of sickness, and an immediate danger to the health, safety and 
welfare of persons and property in the City.  The Council finds that if such unauthorized, 
unwholesome and dangerous accumulation is permitted to continue to pose such a threat it is a 
hazardous condition and a nuisance, must be abated, and that this Section is adopted to protect 
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the residents of the City and their property and, in addition, to protect the rights of persons who 
may be harmed in violation of its provisions.  "Accumulation" as that term is used in this 
Subparagraph B, means prohibited items or conditions in any number or amount. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Acts and Enforcement. 
 
   A.  It is unlawful to park or store any unlicensed, unregistered or 
inoperable motor vehicle, household furniture, furnishings or appliances, or parts or components 
thereof, or scrap metal, wood, glass, paper, rubber, concrete, or other material, whether organic 
or inorganic, on private property, unless such accumulation is stored within a lawfully operated 
junk yard, housed within a lawfully erected building, or in a container permitted, and the 
contents disposed of, under other provisions of the City Code. 
 
   B.  It is unlawful to permit, on premises to which the public has access or 
may be exposed, any accumulation of food particles or other material causing discomfort to 
patrons, or disrepair of seating, floor covering, plumbing, heating or electrical facilities, or 
failure to maintain a reasonable standard of cleanliness and absence of noxious odors. 
 
   C.  As to any provision of this Section which constitutes an unlawful act, 
and in addition to all of the civil proceedings described in this Section, each day that a violation 
continues, or is permitted to continue, shall constitute a separate offense in prosecution of such 
unlawful act. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Investigation and Notice of Hearing.  Upon receipt of any complaint 
of violation of Subdivision 2 of this Section,  if it is found that there is a hazardous condition 
and a nuisance on any premises in violation of this Section, the same shall be reported to the 
City Manager who shall prepare a Notice of Hearing on Order to Abate Nuisance addressed to 
owners, tenants, mortgagees and other lien holders, all of whose interests are known to the City 
Manager or appear of record, and bearing the legal description of the premises on which the 
alleged violation appears.  The Notice shall state the date, time and place of hearing and describe 
the violation in general terms. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Service of Notice.  The Notice shall be served at least twenty days 
before the date of hearing in the following manner:  (1) if the person to whom it is addressed 
resides in the City, or can readily be found therein, it shall be served personally on the addressee 
or left at his/her residence with a person of suitable age and discretion; (2) addressees not served 
personally shall be served by certified mail at their addresses appearing in records of Stevens 
County; and, (3) by publication of the Notice once in the official newspaper at least ten days  
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prior to the date of hearing.  Inadvertent failure to serve any addressee personally or by certified 
mail shall not invalidate the proceedings, but publication shall then suffice. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Hearing, Findings and Decision. 
 
   A.  The hearing shall be held before the Council at a regular or special 
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meeting and conducted in the same manner as an administrative appeal.  All persons desiring to 
be heard shall be afforded an opportunity to present evidence. 
 
   B.  At any time after the hearing is closed, but at least at its next regular 
meeting, the Council shall decide whether or not the item or items constitute a nuisance in 
violation of this Section and direct the drawing and serving of Findings of Fact and Decision by 
certified mail on all addressees.  If the Council finds that there is a violation, the decision shall 
include an Order to Abate Nuisance and specify the date by which abatement shall be completed. 
 
   C.  Estimated value, if any, of all offensive items described in Subdivision 
2, Subparagraph A, shall be included in the evidence and in the Findings.  "Value" for the 
purpose of this Section means the amount of money, in cash, which can be obtained in a 
negotiated sale on a known and ready market in the City. 
 
  Subd. 6.  City to Abate.  If abatement of the items described in Subdivision 2, 
Subparagraph A, is not completed by the date stated in the Order to Abate Nuisance, the City 
may enter upon the premises, remove the offending item or items, and clean up the nuisance. 
 
  Subd. 7.  City Disposal.  If the City abates the nuisance it shall dispose of the 
items as follows: 
 
   A.  Any item or items of value shall be sold locally in a negotiated sale. 
 
   B.  Items of no value shall be disposed of in a landfill or other site 
acceptable to governmental regulatory authority. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Allocation of Proceeds and Assessment.  If the City abates the 
nuisance all costs thereof, including, but not limited to, cost of sale, if any, shall be aggregated, 
sale proceeds deducted, and the remainder certified as a special assessment. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Failure to Abate Nuisance on Business Premises.  If the hazardous 
condition and nuisance described in Subdivision 2, Subparagraph B of this Section is not abated 
within the time limited, all present licenses issued by the City to carry on the business on such 
premises shall be revoked, and no future license shall be issued therefor until full abatement has 
been completed. 
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 SEC. 10.24.  UNLAWFUL TRESPASS.  It is unlawful for any person to be upon the 
property or business premises of another which has been enclosed by a fence without permission 
of the property or business owner where "No Trespassing" signs have been prominently posted. 
 
 SEC. 10.25.  ABATEMENT OF GRAFFITI. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Findings. 
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   A.  The Council finds that exposure to gang-type graffiti adversely affects 
the emotional well-being of City youth and creates peer pressure on these youth to join these 
undesirable and detrimental organizations.  The Council finds that quick removal of graffiti may 
assist in preventing the entrenchment of gangs. 
  
   B.  The Council further finds that graffiti creates a condition of blight 
which can result in the deterioration of property values, and is inconsistent with the City's 
property maintenance goals and aesthetic standards.  Unless graffiti is quickly removed, other 
properties soon become targets of graffiti. 
 
   C.  The Council hereby declares its intentions to minimize and to quickly 
remove graffiti to limit its adverse impact on City youth and neighborhoods.  Graffiti is hereby 
declared to be a public nuisance and a public health/safety hazard for purposes of Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 419.101, Subdivision 1(c). 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Graffiti" means any writing, printing, marks, signs, symbols, 
figures, designs, inscriptions or other drawings which are scratched, scrawled, painted, drawn or 
otherwise placed on any exterior surface of a building, wall, fence, sidewalk, curb or other 
permanent structure on public or private property, and which have the effect of defacing such 
property. 
 
   B.  "Graffiti materials" include paint, aerosol or pressurized containers 
of paint, indelible markers, ink, dye or other substance capable of defacing property. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Unlawful Conduct Regarding Graffiti. 
 
   A.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to intentionally place graffiti on 
any exterior surface located on public or private property. 
 
   B.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to possess graffiti materials for the 
purpose of placing graffiti on any exterior surface located on public or private property. 
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   C.  It is a misdemeanor for the owner of any property to allow graffiti to 
be placed or remain on any external surface of the owner's property.  The owner of any such 
property shall remove or obliterate any graffiti which has been placed there within the time 
limits set forth in Subdivision 4, Subparagraph A, below. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Notification of Property Owner. 
 
   A.  Based upon information received from the public or upon police 
observation, the Police Department shall investigate and identify graffiti.  After the Police 
Department has verified the existence of graffiti, the City Manager shall send a letter to the 
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property owner by certified mail informing the property owner about the graffiti and requesting 
the property owner to remove or obliterate the graffiti within five business days of the date of 
the letter. 
   
   B.  If graffiti has not been removed within the time allotted, the City 
Manager shall schedule a public hearing and shall notify the affected property owner of the 
hearing date and the preliminary findings that graffiti exists on the owner's property, and that the 
Council may, after the hearing, order the removal of graffiti by either the Public Works 
Department, and if said Department has to remove the graffiti, the costs shall be assessed against 
the owner's property. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Costs to be Assessed. 
 
   A.  In the event the City removed and/or abates graffiti pursuant to 
Subdivision 4, Subparagraph B, above, an accurate record of the costs incurred shall be kept by 
the Public Works Department and reported to the City Manager.  The City shall certify the total 
costs of this abatement, including the administrative costs incurred by City staff in processing 
the abatement, and said costs shall be assessed against the affected property to the County 
Auditor to be spread on the tax rolls as a special assessment on the subject property. 
 
 SEC. 10.26.  TOBACCO. 
 
  Section 10.26, Tobacco, is repealed by Ordinance No. 16, 3rd Series, An 
Ordinance of the City of Morris, Minnesota, Amending Morris City Code Chapter 10 Entitled 
“Public Protection, Crimes and Offenses,” By Repealing Provisions Relating to Tobacco, 
adopted by the Morris City Council November 10, 1998. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 16, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-12-98 
 (Sections 10.27 through 10.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
  (Pages 314 through 319 reserved) 
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 § 10.40 
 
 SEC. 10.40.  DANGEROUS WEAPONS AND ARTICLES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Acts Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person to: 
 
   A.  Recklessly handle or use a gun or other dangerous weapon or 
explosive so as to endanger the safety of another; or, 
 
   B.  Intentionally point a gun of any kind, capable of injuring or killing a 
human being and whether loaded or unloaded, at or toward another; or, 
 
   C.  Manufacture or sell for any unlawful purpose any weapon known as a 
slung-shot or sand club; or, 
 
   D.  Manufacture, transfer or possess metal knuckles or a switch blade 
knife opening automatically; or, 
 
   E.  Possess any other dangerous article or substance for the purpose of 
being used unlawfully as a weapon against another; or, 
 
   F.  Sell or have in his/her possession any device designed to silence or 
muffle the discharge of a firearm; or, 
 
   G.  Permit, as a parent or guardian, any child under fourteen years of age 
to handle or use, outside of the parent's or guardian's presence, a firearm or air gun of any kind, 
or any ammunition or explosive; or, 
 
   H.  Furnish a minor under eighteen years of age with a firearm, air gun, 
ammunition, or explosive without the written consent of his parent or guardian or of the Police 
Department; or, 
 
   I.  Possess, sell, transfer, or have in possession for sale or transfer, any 
weapon commonly known as a throwing star, nun chuck, sharp stud or splat gun.  For the 
purposes of this Subparagraph, (1) a "throwing star" means a circular metallic device with any 
number of points projecting from the edge, (2) a "nun chuck" means a pair of wood sticks or 
metallic rods separated by chain links attached to one end of each such stick or rod, (3) a "sharp 
stud" means a circular piece of metal attached to a wrist band, glove, belt or other material 
which protrudes one-fourth inch, or more, from the material to which it is attached, and with the 
protruding portion pyramidal in shape, sharp or pointed, and (4) a "splat gun" means a weapon 
which, by means of compressed air or gas, emits a projectile containing paint or other substance. 
 
 
 
 
 § 10.40 
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  Subd. 2.  Exception.  Nothing in Subdivision 1 of this Section shall prohibit the 
possession of the articles therein mentioned if the purpose of such possession is for public 
exhibition by museums or collectors of art. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Discharge of Firearms and Explosives.  It is unlawful for any person 
to fire or discharge any cannon, gun, pistol or other firearm, firecracker, sky rocket or other 
fireworks, air gun, air rifle, or other similar device commonly referred to as a B-B gun. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Exception.  Nothing in Subdivision 3 of this Section shall apply to a 
display of fireworks by an organization or group of organizations authorized in writing by the 
Council, or to a peace officer in the discharge of his/her duty, or to a person in the lawful 
defense of his/her person or family.  This Section shall not apply to the discharge of firearms in 
a range authorized in writing by the Council. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Possession and Sale of Fireworks.  It is unlawful for any person to 
sell, possess or have in possession for the purpose of sale, except as allowed in Subdivision 4 of 
this Section, any firecrackers, sky rockets or other fireworks. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Exposure of Unused Container.  It is unlawful for any person, being 
the owner or in possession or control thereof, to permit an unused refrigerator, ice box, or other 
container, sufficiently large to retain any child and with doors which fasten automatically when 
closed, to expose the same accessible to children, without removing the doors, lids, hinges or 
latches. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Use of Bow and Arrow.  It is unlawful for any person to shoot a bow 
and arrow or other similar device within the City limits except in a Physical Education Program 
in a school supervised by a member of its faculty, a community-wide supervised class or event 
specifically authorized by the Chief of Police, or a bow and arrow range. 
 
 SEC. 10.41.  FIREARMS AND HUNTING REGULATIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Firearm" means a weapon of any gauge, caliber or designation 
which, when a trigger is pulled or some other means of discharge employed, propels a projectile 
or projectiles of any kind and includes, but is not limited to, shotguns, handguns, air guns, pellet 
guns or B-B guns. 
 
   B.  "Hunting" means carrying or discharging a firearm, bow and arrow, 
or other similar device in an attempt to kill game or other animals or fowl. 
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   C.  "Encased Firearm" means any firearm placed in a case in such a 
manner as to prevent discharge of the same. 
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   D.  "Dismantled Firearm" means any firearm which is dismantled in 
such a manner as to prevent discharge of the same. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Acts.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to carry or 
discharge a firearm which is not an encased firearm or dismantled firearm except: 
 
   A.  In a range or area equipped for target practice which has been 
specifically described and approved by the Council. 
 
   B.  Law enforcement officers in the line of duty. 
 
   C.  When necessary in the lawful defense of the person or family. 
 
 SEC. 10.42.  DANGEROUS TRESPASSES AND OTHER ACTS.  It is a 
misdemeanor  for any person to:  (1) smoke in the presence of explosives, or inflammable 
materials, or in a building, or area, in which "No Smoking" notices have been prominently 
posted; or, (2) interfere with or obstruct the prevention or extinguishing of any fire, or disobey 
the lawful orders of a law enforcement officer or fireman present at the fire; or, (3) show a false 
light or signal or interfere with any light, signal or sign controlling or guiding traffic upon a 
highway, railway track, or navigable water; or, (4) place an obstruction upon a railroad track; or, 
(5) expose another or his/her property to an obnoxious or harmful gas, fluid or substance, with 
intent to injure, molest or coerce; or, (6) trespass or permit animals under his/her control to 
trespass upon a railroad track; or, (7) permit domestic animals or fowls under his/her control to 
go upon the lands of another within the City; or, (8) interfere unlawfully with any monument, 
sign or pointer erected or marked to designate a point of a boundary, line or a political 
subdivision, or a tract of land; or, (9) trespass upon the premises of another, and without claim 
of right refuse to depart therefrom on demand of the lawful possessor; or, (10) occupy or enter 
the dwelling of another, without claim of right, or consent of the owner, or the consent of one 
who has the right to give consent, except in an emergency situation; or, (11) enter the premises 
of another with intent to take or injure any fruit, fruit trees or vegetables growing thereon 
without the permission of the owner or occupant; or, (12) without the permission of the owner 
tamper with or get into or upon a motor vehicle, or ride in or upon such motor vehicle knowing 
it was taken and is being driven by another without the permission of the owner. 
 
 SEC. 10.43.  DISORDERLY CONDUCT.  It is a misdemeanor for any person, in a 
public or private place, knowing, or having reasonable grounds to know, that it will, or will tend 
to, alarm, anger or disturb others or provoke any assault or breach of the peace, to do the 
following:  (1) engage in brawling or fighting; or, (2) disturb an assembly or meeting, not  
 
 
 § 10.43 
 
unlawful in its character; or, (3) engage in offensive, obscene or abusive language or in 
boisterous and noisy conduct tending reasonably to arouse alarm, anger or resentment in others; 
or, (4) willfully and lewdly expose his person or the private parts thereof, or procure another to 
so expose himself; and any open or gross lewdness or lascivious behavior, or any act of public 
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indecency; or, (5) whether or not posted with signs so prohibiting, voluntarily enter the waters of 
any river or public swimming pool at any time when said waters are not properly supervised by 
trained life-saving personnel in attendance for that purpose, or enter such waters without being 
garbed in a bathing suit sufficient to cover his/her person and equal to the standards generally 
adopted and accepted by the public; or, (6) urinate or defecate in a place other than (a) if on 
public property then in a plumbing fixture provided for that purpose, or (b) if on the private 
property of another then in a plumbing fixture provided for that purpose, or (c) if on private 
property not owned or controlled by another, then within a building; or, (7) cause the making or 
production of an unnecessary noise by shouting or by any other means or mechanism including 
the blowing of any automobile or other vehicle horn; or, (8) use a sound amplifier upon streets 
and public property without prior written permission from the City; or, (9) use a flash or 
spotlight in a manner so as to annoy or endanger others; or, (10) cause defacement, destruction, 
or otherwise damage to any premises or any property located thereon; or, (11) strew, scatter, 
litter, throw, dispose of or deposit any refuse, garbage, or rubbish unto any premises except into 
receptacles provided for such purpose; or, (12) enter any motor vehicle of another without the 
consent of the owner or operator; or, (13) fail or refuse to vacate or leave any premises after 
being requested or ordered, whether orally or in writing, to do so, by the owner, or person in 
charge thereof, or by any law enforcement agent or official; provided, however, that this 
provision shall not apply to any person who is owner or tenant of the premises involved nor to 
any law enforcement or other government official who may be present thereon at that time as 
part of his/her official duty, nor shall it include the spouse, children, employee or tenant of such 
owner or occupier. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 10.44 through 10.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 (Pages 324 through 328 reserved) 
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 § 10.50 
 
 SEC. 10.50.  CURFEW. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definition.  As used in this Section "minor" means a person under the 
age of sixteen (16) years. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Acts. 
 
   A.  No minor person may be or may loiter upon the streets or public 
places between the hours of 10:30 P.M. and 5:00 A.M. of the day following. 
 
   B.  It is a misdemeanor for any parent, guardian, or other person having 
the legal care or custody of any minor to allow or permit such minor to be or loiter upon the 
streets or public places in violation of this Section unless such minor is accompanied by a person 
of lawful age having such minor in charge. 
 
   C.  It is a misdemeanor for any person operating, or in charge of, any 
place of amusement, entertainment or refreshment, or other place of business, to allow or permit 
any minor to be or loiter in such place in violation of this Section unless such minor is 
accompanied by a person of lawful age having such minor in charge.  This Subparagraph shall 
not be construed to permit the presence, at any time, of any person under age in any place where 
his presence is otherwise prohibited by law. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Exceptions.  Such curfew shall not apply to any married persons under 
the age of eighteen (18) years or to any minor student who is lawfully attending, going to or 
returning from school, church or community sponsored athletic, musical or social activities or 
events. 
 
 SEC. 10.51.  PUBLIC NUISANCE.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to maintain a 
public nuisance by his/her act or failure to perform a legal duty, and for purposes of this Section, 
a public nuisance shall be defined as any of the following:  (l) maintaining or permitting a 
condition which unreasonably annoys, injures or endangers the safety, health, morals, comfort or 
repose of any considerable number of members of the public; or, (2) interfering with, 
obstructing or rendering dangerous for passage, any street, public right-of-way, or waters used 
by the public; or, (3) any other act or omission declared by law to be a public nuisance. 
 
 SEC. 10.52.  PERMITTING A PUBLIC NUISANCE.  It is unlawful for any person to 
permit real property under his/her control to be used to maintain a public nuisance, or let the 
same to another knowing it is to be so used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 § 10.53 
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 SEC. 10.53.  REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN TYPES OF STORAGE TANKS.  It 
is unlawful for an owner or occupant of any property which has storage tanks between 50 to 
1,100 gallon capacity that may be used for motor fuel, heating oil, gaseous liquids or agricultural 
chemicals, to fail to register such tanks with the City. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 10.54 through 10.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 10.60 
 
 SEC. 10.60.  RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING PUBLIC PARKS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   1.  "Park" is a park, reservation, playground, beach, recreation center, 
recreation area or any other area in the City, owned or used by the City, and devoted to active or 
passive recreation. 
 
   2.  "Vehicle" is any wheeled conveyance, whether motor-powered, 
animal-drawn or self-propelled.  The term shall include any trailer in tow of any size, kind or 
description.  Exception is made for wheelchairs, baby carriages and vehicles in the service of the 
City parks. 
 
   3.  "Animal" is any cat, dog, horse, fowl or other non-human living 
creature. 
   4.  "Careless" means to operate a vehicle or bicycle heedlessly in 
disregard of the safety of the operator or others. 
 
   5.  "Alcoholic Beverage" means any beverage containing more than one-
half of one percent of alochol by volume. 
 
   6.  "Beer" is any malt liquor, as defined by Minnesota Statutes. 
 
   7.  "Applicant" means any person or organization seeking a permit to use 
or conduct an activity in a park or recreation area. 
 
   8.  "Permit" means any written license issued by or under the authority 
of the City Manager or Council permitting a use, event or activity in the park system. 
 
   9.  "Organized Sports" means the playing of games or practice by 
athletic teams. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Prohibited Conduct.  It is unlawful for any person in a public park or 
recreation area to: 
 
   A.  Mark, deface, disfigure, injure, tamper with or display or remove any 
buildings, bridges, tables, benches, fireplaces, railings, pavings or paving materials, water lines 
or other public utilities or parts or appurtenances thereof, signs, notices or placards, whether 
temporary or permanent, monuments, stakes, posts or other boundary markers, or other 
structures or equipment, facilities or park property or appurtenances, whatsoever, either real or 
personal. 
 
 
 § 10.60 
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   B.  Dig or remove any soil, rock, sand, stones, trees, shrubs or plants or 
other wood or materials, or make any excavation by tool, equipment, blasting or other means or 
agency. 
 
   C.  Construct or erect any building or structure of whatever kind, whether 
permanent or temporary, or run or string any public service utility into, upon, or across such 
lands, except on permit issued therefor. 
 
   D.  Damage, cut, carve, mark, transplant or remove any plant, or injure 
the bark, or pick flowers or seed of any tree or plant, dig in or otherwise disfigure grass areas, or 
in any other way injure the natural beauty or usefulness of any area. 
 
   E.  Climb any tree or walk, climb, stand or sit upon monuments, vases, 
planters, fountains, railings, fences or upon any other property not designated or customarily 
used for such purpose. 
 
   F.  Attach any rope or cable or other contrivance to any tree, fence, 
railing, bridge, bench, or other structure, except nets used for sports activities may be tied to 
trees or poles, and other items may be attached to designated trees and structures with the written 
permission of the City Manager. 
 
   G.  Throw, discharge, or otherwise place or cause to be placed in the 
waters of any fountains, pond, lakes, stream or other body of water in or adjacent to any park or 
any tributary, stream, storm sewer, or drain flowing into such water, any substance, matter or 
thing, liquid or solid, which will result in the pollution of said water. 
 
   H.  Take into, carry through, or put into any park, any rubbish, refuse, 
garbage or other materials.  Such refuse and rubbish shall be deposited in receptacles so 
provided.  Where receptacles are not provided, all such rubbish or waste shall be carried away 
from the park by the person responsible for its presence, and properly disposed of elsewhere. 
 
   I.  Bring or possess any glass beverage container, alcoholic beverage or 
disposable can of any type into any swimming beach or sunbathing area. 
 
   J.  Cause or permit to run loose any animal, or permit or allow any dog on 
any swimming beach or sunbathing area. 
 
   K.  Hunt, molest, harm, frighten, kill, trap, pursue, chase, tease, shoot or 
throw missiles at any animal, wildlife, reptile or bird. 
 
   L.  Bring or have a horse in the parks, except upon public park roads or 
designated horse trails. 
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   M.  Walk a domestic animal without a leash, said leash to be no longer 



(04-14-97) 
 

341 

than six feet in length.  The owner or person having custody of said domestic animal shall be 
responsible for removal of any animal solid waste. 
 
   N.  Offer items for sale, barter, or donation in any park unless pursuant to 
a permit.  Nothing herein shall prohibit operation of concession stands by the City, its designees 
or concessionaires.  Permits hereunder shall be granted only in connection with organized sports 
activities or large group gatherings. 
 
   O.  Bring or possess any glass beverage container or alcoholic beverage 
on any of the athletic fields or playing fields where athletic activities or events are being 
conducted. 
 
   P.  Use the swimming facilities at Pomme de Terre Park during hours the 
City swimming beach is posted as closed. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Prohibited Conduct; Vehicles.  It is unlawful for any person in a 
public park or recreation area to: 
 
   A.  Drive any vehicle on any area except the public park roads or parking 
areas, or such areas as may on occasion be specifically designated as temporary areas.  
Motorized vehicles may not be driven on pedestrian walkways or bicycle paths, whether paved 
or unpaved. 
 
   B.  Park any vehicle elsewhere except in a designated parking area. 
 
   C.  Leave a vehicle standing or parked in established parking areas or 
elsewhere in the park and recreation areas during hours when the park and recreation area is 
closed except this prohibition shall not apply to campers who have secured camping permission 
in conformity with the provisions of this Section. 
 
   D.  Leave a bicycle in a place other than a bicycle rack when such is 
provided and there is space available. 
 
   E.  Leave a bicycle lying on the ground or paving, or in any place or 
position where other persons may trip over or be injured by it. 
 
   F.  Use any park areas, including parking places, for the repairing or 
cleaning of any vehicle, except in an emergency. 
 
   G.  Operate, park or bring in a snowmobile or unlicensed all-terrain 
vehicle except on designated trails. 
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   H.  Cause or allow a vehicle's tires to make a squealing noise upon 
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acceleration or operation of the vehicle. 
 
   I.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate a vehicle at a speed in 
excess of 10 miles per hour or at such maximum limitation as signs posted therefor may from 
time to time regulate. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Weapons.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to bring into or have in 
his possession in any park or recreation area: 
 
   A.  Any pistol or revolver or objects upon which loaded or blank 
cartridges may be used. 
 
   B.  Any rifle, shotgun, BB gun, air gun, spring gun, slingshot, bow, or 
other weapon in which the propelling force is gunpowder, a spring or air, except that a bow may 
be used and possessed in designated archery ranges. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Fires.  It is unlawful for any person to kindle, build, maintain, or use a 
fire except in places provided for such purposes.  Any fire shall be continuously under the care 
and direction of a competent person from the time it is kindled until it is extinguished.  It is also 
unlawful for any person to throw away or discard any lighted match, cigar, cigarette, tobacco, 
paper or other material within or against any building, boat or vehicle or under any tree or in 
underbrush. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Alcoholic Beverages.  It is unlawful for any person to possess alcoholic 
beverages except beer in containers larger than one liter, in any park or recreation area, except 
that containers of beer larger than one liter may be possessed in accordance with a permit issued 
therefor in accordance with this Section. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Closing Hours.   
 
   A.  Except in designated camping areas, it is unlawful for any person to 
enter, remain in or be in any park or recreation area during the hours the park or recreation area 
is closed. 
   B.  All parks are closed between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M. 
except where otherwise posted. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Permits.  Permits for special events and uses in parks and recreation 
areas may be obtained by application to the City Manager or his/her designee in accordance with 
the following procedure: 
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   A.  A person seeking issuance of a permit hereunder shall file a written 
application on a form supplied by the City stating: 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

343 

    1.  The name and address of the applicant. 
 
    2.  The name and address of the person, persons, corporation or 
association sponsoring the activity, if any. 
 
    3.  The day and hours for which the permit is desired. 
 
    4.  The park or portion thereof for which the permit is desired. 
 
    5.  Any other information reasonably necessary to a determination 
as to whether a permit should be issued thereunder. 
 
    6.  Variances required from park rules and regulations, if any. 
 
   B.  Standards for issuance of a permit shall include the following findings: 
 
    1.  That the proposed activity or use of the park will not 
unreasonably interfere with or detract from the general public's enjoyment of the park. 
 
    2.  That the proposed activity and use will not unreasonably 
interfere with or detract from the promotion of public health, welfare, safety and recreation. 
 
    3.  That the proposed activity or uses that are reasonably 
anticipated will not include violence, crime or disorderly conduct. 
 
    4.  That the proposed activity will not entail extraordinary or 
burdensome expense or police operation by the City. 
 
    5.  That the facilities desired have not been reserved for other uses 
or use on the date and hour requested in the application and are available for the requested use 
and activity. 
 
   C.  Within ten days after the receipt of an application, the City Manager 
shall inform the applicant in writing of his/her decision to grant or deny a permit.  In the event of 
a denial, the notification shall include the reason for the denial.  Any aggrieved person shall have 
the right to appeal to the Council by serving written notice thereof on the City Manager within 
five working days of said refusal.  The City Manager shall immediately forward the application 
and the reasons for its refusal to the Council which shall decide within thirty (30) days after the 
appeal whether to affirm, reverse, or modify the City Manager's decision. 
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   D.  Insurance.  For gatherings of more than 200 persons, the applicant 
shall be required to carry and maintain public liability insurance, with the City as a named 
insured, providing insurance coverage for bodily injury, death and property damage occurring in 
connection with applicant's use of park or recreational facilities and land.  Such insurance shall 
provide coverage in amounts at least equal to the City's maximum liability limits as provided by 
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statute. 
 
   E.  The City Manager, his/her designee or the Council is authorized to 
revoke a permit immediately upon a finding of a violation of any park rule, City Code provision 
or permit condition. 
 
   F.  The applicant shall be liable for any loss, damage or injury sustained 
by virtue of the activity conducted pursuant to the permit. 
 
   G.  Portable Toilets.  For gatherings of more than 100 persons or where 
beer is sold or distributed in connection with the activity, the City Manager, as a condition of 
any permit issued, may require the applicant to supply such self-contained portable toilet 
facilities as the City Manager deems appropriate. 
 
   H.  A damage deposit shall accompany each permit issued.  This deposit 
shall be refunded provided the applicant removes and/or places in receptacles all debris, litter 
and trash from the park area after the event, and does not violate the provisions of the permit or 
the provisions of this Section in the use of the park or conduct of the activity.  The applicant 
may post a surety bond, acceptable to the City Manager in lieu of a cash deposit.  A damage 
deposit shall be in the following amounts for groups of: 
 
    1.   99 people or less   $ 40.00 
    2.  100 - 200 people   $100.00 
    3.  201 or more people  $200.00 
 
   I.  Non-Profit.  Permits shall not be issued for uses and activities which 
shall charge an admission, request a donation, or offer items for sale unless the applicant is an 
organization which is a charitable, religious or non-profit corporation and such applicant is the 
sponsor of such use and activity. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Ejectment.  The City Manager or his/her designee, any City park 
employee or any City police officer shall eject from the park or recreation area any person 
whose conduct is in violation of this Section, the laws of the State of Minnesota or other City 
Code provision. 
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  Subd. 10.  Large Group Gatherings. 
 
   A.  Large group gatherings are defined as uses and activities which, 
during the course of their operation, are likely to attract 200 or more people. 
 
   B.  Large group gatherings and events where amplified music and/or beer 
is sold shall be held only in Pomme de Terre Park or Eagles Park. 
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   C.  Applications for such events shall be accepted commencing January 1, 
but no more than six months in advance of the event.  Permits shall be granted on a first-come, 
first-served basis as facilities are available. 
 
   D.  Permits for a large group gathering may be for up to three consecutive 
days. 
   E.  No large group gatherings shall be conducted without a permit issued 
therefor. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Amplified Music. 
 
   A.  Radios, tape players, or televisions may not be used in the parks 
except in connection with earphones which prevent persons other than the persons using the 
earphones from hearing the audio. 
 
   B.  Amplified Sound.  It is unlawful for any person to operate any 
loudspeaker or amplifier or other device by which sounds are magnified and may be heard by 
persons other than a person using earphones or a hearing aid device without having first secured 
a permit therefor.  Permits for amplified sound shall be issued only for Pomme de Terre Park, 
Eagles Park and East Side Park in connection with large group gatherings.  Nothing herein shall 
prohibit the City from using amplified sound in connection with City operations or programs. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Tourist Camping.  
 
   A.  A tourist camp is established within designated areas of the Pomme de 
Terre Park.  Camping facilities are restricted to their specially designated areas. 
 
   B.  All campers shall register immediately upon arriving in the camping 
area on camper registration forms to be provided by the City.  Such registration shall include: 
 
    1.  The date of arrival; 
 
    2.  The name and address of each camper; 
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    3.  The license number of the camper's vehicles; 
 
    4.  The state or province in which said vehicle is registered. 
 
       Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 (Sections 10.61 through 10.69, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 § 10.70 
 
 SEC. 10.70.  SHOOTING AND CARRYING OF FIREARMS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Section, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
   A.  "Shooting" means the firing of firearms of any kind whatsoever, 
regardless of the method of the propulsion of the ammunition, and includes, but is not limited to, 
the firing of shot guns, hand guns, air guns, pellet guns, BB guns, and rifles. 
 
   B.  "Landowner" means any person owning, leasing or legally 
controlling any lands within the corporate boundaries of the City. 
 
   C.  "Encased firearm" means any weapon included in the above 
definition of "Shooting" placed in a case in such a manner as to prevent shooting of the same. 
 
   D.  "Dismantled Firearm" means any weapon included in the above 
definition of "Shooting" which is dismantled in such a manner as to prevent shooting of the 
same. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful for any person to shoot, or carry 
firearms within the City which are not encased or dismantled, except: 
 
   A.  With a permit issued by the Chief of Police; or, 
 
   B.  Law enforcement officers in the line of duty; or, 
 
   C.  A person discharging any firearm when done in lawful defense of 
person, property or family or the necessary enforcement of the law. 
 
 SEC. 10.71.  NOISE POLLUTION REGULATIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Adoption of Regulations.   The Noise Pollution Control Section of the 
Minnesota State Regulations published by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, are hereby 
adopted by reference as though set forth verbatim herein.  One copy of such Regulations shall be 
marked CITY OF MORRIS – OFFICIAL COPY and kept on file in the office of the city 
Manager and open to inspection and use by the public. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Act.   It is unlawful for any person to create or maintain 
levels of sound in excess of those permitted by the Noise Pollution Standards and in 10.71 Subd. 
3 and 4, below.  No person shall make or cause to be made any distinctly and loudly audible 
noise that unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, 
safety or welfare of any person, or precludes their enjoyment of property or affects their  
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property’s value.  This is the general prohibition, with more specific restrictions contained in 
Section 10.71 Subd. 3, below. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Specific Restrictions. 
 
   A. Horns, Audible Signaling Devices, Etc.:  No person shall sound 
any audible signaling device on any vehicle except as a warning of danger. 
 
   B. Exhaust:  No person shall discharge the exhaust or permit the 
discharge of exhaust of any steam engine, stationary internal combustion engine, motor boat, 
motorcycle, motor vehicle or snowmobile except through a muffler or other device that 
effectively prevents loud or explosive noises, and complies with all applicable State laws and 
regulations.    
 
   C. Defective Vehicles or Loads:  No person shall use any vehicle so 
out of repair or so loaded as to create loud and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or other 
noise. 
 
   D. Loading, Unloading, Unpacking:  No person shall create loud 
and excessive noise in loading, unloading or unpacking any vehicle. 
 
   E. Radios, Phonographs, Paging Systems, Etc.:  No person shall 
use, operate or permit the use or operation of any radio receiving set, musical instrument, 
phonograph, paging system, machine or other device for the production or reproduction of sound 
in a distinct and loudly audible manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of any person 
nearby.  Operation of any such set, instrument, phonograph, machine or other device between 
the hours of ten o’clock (10:00) P.M. and seven o’clock (7:00) A.M., in such a manner as to be 
plainly audible at the property line of the structure or building in which it is located, in the 
hallway or apartment adjacent or at a distance of fifty feet (50’) if the source is located in a 
structure or building, shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this Chapter. 
 
   F. Participation in Noisy Parties or Gatherings:  No person shall 
participate in any party or other gathering of people giving rise to noise disturbing the peace, 
quiet or repose of another person.  When a police officer determines that a gathering is creating 
such a noise disturbance, the officer may order all persons present, other than the owner or 
tenant of the premises where the disturbance is occurring, to disperse immediately.  No person 
shall refuse to leave after being ordered by a police officer to do so.  Every owner or tenant of 
such premises who has knowledge of the disturbance shall make every reasonable effort to see 
that the disturbance is stopped. 
 
   G. Loudspeakers, Amplifiers for Advertising, Etc.:  No person 
shall operate or permit the use or operation of any loudspeaker, sound amplifier or other device  
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for the production or reproduction of sound on a street or other public place for the purpose of 
commercial advertising or attracting the attention of the public to any commercial establishment. 



(04-14-97) 
 

353 

 
   H. Amplified Sound from Motor Vehicles:  It shall be a violation of 
this Chapter to play, operate or permit the playing, use of operation of any radio, tape player, 
disc player, loudspeaker or other electronic device used for the amplification of music, sound or 
other entertainment, which is located when a motor vehicle on a public street or alley, which is 
audible by any person from a distance of fifty (50) feet or more from the motor vehicle.  When 
sound violating this section is produced or reproduced by any such device that is located in a 
motor vehicle, the motor vehicle’s owner, if present when the violation occurs, is guilty of a 
violation.  If the motor vehicle’s owner is not present at the time of the violation, the person who 
has dominion, care or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the violation is guilty of the 
violation. 
 
   I. Schools, Churches, Etc.:  No person shall create any excessive 
noise on a street, alley or public grounds adjacent to any school, institution of learning or church 
when the noise unreasonably interferes with the working of the institution or disturbs or unduly 
annoys its occupants or residents. 
 
   J. Air conditioning Units:  No person shall place, maintain or 
operate an air conditioning unit in such a manner so as to unreasonably disturb the peace, quiet 
and comfort of the persons using adjacent properties. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Hourly Restrictions of Certain Operations: 
 
   A. Recreational Vehicles:  No persons shall, between the hours of 
ten o’clock (10:00) P.M. and seven o’clock (7:00) A.M., drive or operate any minibike or other 
recreational vehicle not licensed for travel on public highways. 
 
   B. Domestic Power Equipment:  No person shall operate a power 
lawn mower, power hedge clipper, chain saw, mulcher, garden tiller, edger, drill or other similar 
domestic power maintenance equipment, except between the hours of seven o’clock (7:00) A.M. 
and ten o’clock (10:00) P.M. on any weekday, or between the hours of seven o’clock (7:00) 
A.M. and ten o’clock (10:00) P.M. on any weekend or legal holiday.  Snow removal equipment 
is exempt from this provision. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Alternative Remedy. The City may, at its option, see civil injunctive 
relief to enforce the Noise Pollution Regulations adopted in this section. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #74, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  07-17-07 
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 SEC. 10.72.  OBSCENITY PROHIBITED. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Definitions.  As used in this Section, the following words and terms 
shall have the meanings stated: 
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   A.  "Nudity" means uncovered, or less than opaquely covered, post-
pubertal human genitals, pubic areas, the post-pubertal human female breast below a point 
immediately above the top of the areola, or the covered human male genitals in a discernibly 
turgid state.  For purposes of this definition, a female breast is considered uncovered if the 
nipple only or the nipple and the areola only are covered. 
 
   B.  "Obscene performance" means a performance which in whole or in 
part depicts or reveals nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement or sado-masochistic abuse, or 
which includes obscenities or explicit verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual 
conduct. 
 
   C.  "Obscenities" means those slang words currently generally rejected 
for regular use in mixed society, that are used to refer to genitals, female breasts, sexual conduct 
or excretory functions or products, either that have no other meaning or that in context are 
clearly used for their bodily, sexual or excretory meaning. 
 
   D.  "Performance" means any play, motion picture, film, dance, or other 
exhibition pictured, animated, or live, performed before an audience. 
 
   E.  "Sado-masochistic abuse" means flagellation or torture by or upon a 
person who is nude or clad in undergarments or in revealing or bizarre costume, or the condition 
of being fettered, bound or otherwise physically restrained on the part of one so clothed. 
 
   F.  "Sexual conduct" means human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or 
any touching of the genitals, pubic areas or buttocks of the human male or female, or the breasts 
of the female, whether alone or between members of the same or opposite sex or between 
humans and animals in an act of apparent sexual stimulation or gratification. 
 
   G.  "Sexual excitement" means the condition of human male or female 
genitals or the breasts of the female when in a state of sexual stimulation, or the sensual 
experiences of humans engaging in or witnessing sexual conduct or nudity. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Unlawful Acts.  It is a misdemeanor for any person, for a monetary 
consideration or other valuable commodity or service, to knowingly or recklessly (1) exhibit an 
obscene performance, or (2) directly or indirectly sell an admission ticket or other means to gain 
entrance to an obscene performance, or (3) directly or indirectly permit admission of a person to 
premises whereon there is exhibited an obscene performance. 
 
 § 10.72 
 
  Subd. 3.  Prosecution.  Any prosecution under this Section shall include the 
following elements:  (1) that the average person, applying contemporary community standards, 
would find the performance, taken as a whole, appealing to the prurient interest of the audience; 
(2) that the performance describes or depicts, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct 
included in the definition of "obscene performance"; and (3) that the performance, taken as a 
whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value. 
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 SEC. 10.73.  FIRE, BURGLARY AND SAFETY ALARM REGULATIONS AND 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  This Section regulates the use of fire, burglary and safety 
alarms for the purpose of preventing the public safety services from misuse of public safety 
alarms through frequency of false alarms. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  For the purpose of this Section: 
 
   A.  "Alarm User" means the person using an alarm system to protect 
his/her premises, regardless of whether he/she owns or leases the system. 
 
   B.  "Alarm System" means and includes any alarm installation designed 
to be used for the prevention or detection of burglary, robbery, or fire on the premises which 
contain an alarm installation.  Automobile alarm devices shall not be considered an alarm 
system. 
 
   C.  "False Alarm" means the occurrence of an alarm in an alarm system 
for any reason other than an unauthorized intrusion or attempted robbery, or call to an existing 
fire. 
 
   D.  "Financial Institution" means a commercial bank, savings and loan 
association, credit union or establishment leasing safe deposit boxes. 
 
   E.  "Audible Alarm" means a device designed for the detection of smoke 
or fire or of an unauthorized entry on the premises, which alarm activates or generates an audible 
sound on or near the premises. 
 
   F.  "Calendar Year" means the period January 1 through December 31 
of each year. 
 
   G.  "Residential Alarm User" means occupied housing units, residential 
homes and condominiums. 
 
   H.  "Non-Residential" means commercial, industrial, business, State 
agencies, special purpose units of government, apartment complexes. 
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  Subd. 3.  Regulations and Requirements. 
 
   A.  Alarm User Registration.  Following the first false alarm within any 
calendar year, the alarm user shall fill out and return to the Police Department the "Alarm User 
Registration" form as provided within 30 days. 
 
   B.  False Alarm Statement of Correction.  Following the sixth false 
alarm within the calendar year, the alarm user shall fill out and return to the Police Department 
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within five days the "False Alarm Statement of Corrections".  This form shall contain a detailed 
statement of the corrective actions the alarm user has taken to prevent additional false alarms, 
and to notify alarm user of impending forfeitures should additional false alarms occur. 
 
   C.  Audible Alarms.  All audible alarms shall meet the following 
requirements: 
 
    1.  Every person maintaining an alarm system with an audible 
alarm signal shall post a notice containing the name and telephone number of a person to be 
notified to render repairs or service to such alarm system during any hour of the day or night 
upon activation of such alarm system.  Such notice shall be posted at the main entrance to such 
premises or near the alarm in such a position as to be legible from the ground level adjacent to 
the building. 
 
    2.  Alarm systems with audible alarm signals, except for fire 
alarms, shall have an automatic shut-off which will silence the audible alarm signal within a 
period not to exceed 20 minutes. 
 
   D.  In-House Annunciation Panel.  Financial institutions having an 
alarm system with multiple sensors shall have an in-house annunciation panel providing specific 
annunciation of the sensors at a private monitoring location on the premises.  When, in the 
judgment of the Police Department, no such private monitoring location is possible upon the 
premises, the requirements of this Subparagraph D may be waived.  Compliance with this 
Subparagraph D is required of all alarm systems installed in financial institutions after the 
effective date of this Section, and within one year from effective date of this Section for 
currently operating alarm systems. 
 
   E.  No person shall install an alarm system or use, monitor, and possess an 
operative alarm system which utilizes taped or prerecorded messages which deliver a telephone 
alarm message to the Police or Fire Departments.  No automatic dialing services or systems are 
permitted in any form, including automatic dialing of the emergency number 911. 
 
   F.  Unlawful Act.  It is a misdemeanor for any person to fail or refuse to 
comply with the regulations set forth in this Subdivision. 
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  Subd. 4.  Schedule of Payment Rates. 
 
   A.  Residential users of alarm systems shall be permitted six (6) false 
alarms per calendar year and pay $50.00 per false alarm thereafter. 
 
   B.  Non-residential users of alarm systems shall be permitted six (6) false 
alarms per calendar year and pay $75.00 per false alarm thereafter. 
 
   C.  There is hereby established a ninety (90) day grace period for all 
newly installed alarm systems; all false alarms occurring during this period shall not be 
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considered part of the six allowable false alarms per year.  The installation date must be verified 
by a dated sales receipt for the alarm system, or a dated invoice from the installer of the alarm 
system. 
 
   D.  A false alarm is excused if prior written notification stating the exact 
time is given to the Police Department, and the alarm is activated for the purposes of testing or 
upgrading the alarm system. 
 
   E.  All payments provided for in this Subdivision shall be made to the 
City within 30 days after mailing a statement to the alarm user.  Payments not made within 30 
days are delinquent and a penalty of l0% of the amount due will be added.  All delinquent 
charges and penalties shall be certified by the City Manager to the County Auditor who shall 
prepare an assessment roll each year providing for assessment of the delinquent amounts against 
the property of the delinquent alarm user. 
 
   F.  Confidentiality.  All information submitted in compliance with this 
Section shall be held in confidence and shall be deemed a confidential record exempt from 
discovery to the extent permitted by law.  Subject to requirement of confidentiality, the Chief of 
Police may develop and maintain statistics for the purpose of ongoing alarm systems evaluation. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
 
 SECTION 10.74  FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE CHARGES 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose and Intent.  The purpose of this ordinance is to establish user 
service charges for Fire Department services as described in this ordinance. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms shall apply in the interpretation and 
application of this chapter.   
 
   A.  “Motor Vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle designed and 
originally manufactured to operate primarily upon public roads and highways, and not operated 
exclusively upon railroad tracks.  It includes any vehicle propelled or drawn by a self-propelled  
 § 10.74 
 
vehicle.  This includes semi trailers.  It does not include snowmobiles, manufactured homes, all 
terrain vehicles or park trailers. 
 
   B.  “Motor Vehicle Owner” means any person, firm, association, or 
corporation owning or renting a motor vehicle, or having the exclusive use thereof, under a lease 
or otherwise, for a period of greater than 30 days. 
 
   C.  “Excavator” means a person who conducts excavation. 
 
   D.  “Underground Pipeline Utility” means an underground line, facility, 
system, and its appurtenances used to produce, store, convey, transmit, or distribute gas, oil, 
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petroleum products, and other similar substances. 
 
   E.  “Person” means the state, a public agency, a local governmental unit, 
an individual, corporation, partnership, association, or other business or public entity or a 
trustee, receiver, assignee, or personal representative of any of them. 
 
   F.  “Arson Fire” means any incident response to a fire where a person is 
charged under the arson statutes. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Conflicts.  In the event of any conflict between the provision of this 
Code adopted by the provisions of this Chapter and applicable provisions of State law, rules or 
regulations, the latter shall prevail. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Emergency Response Service Charges. 
 
   A.  The collection service charges shall be as authorized in Minnesota 
Statute 366.011. 
 
   B.  Collection of unpaid service charges shall be as authorized in 
Minnesota Statute 366.012. 
 
   C.  The service charges shall be as follows: 
 
    1.  Vehicle Accident/Incident 
 
     (a)  Any accident/incident response involving a motor 
vehicle where the Fire Department is able to render aid, provide assistance, or otherwise improve 
the conditions of the patients or limited further damage.  This would include but not be limited 
to:  extrication, medical care, absorbing liquid spills, vehicle system safety, vehicle stabilization, 
car fires. 
 
     (b)  The City shall send an invoice to the owner of any  
 § 10.74 
 
vehicle involved in an accident involving a motor vehicle as set forth above in Subdivision 
4(c)1a and, if such information is available, a copy shall be sent to the owner’s insurance 
company.  The owner shall be liable to the City for such sum as the Council shall set. 
 
     (b)  If there is more than one motor vehicle involved for 
which fire department service is provided, each owner shall be jointly and severally liable to the 
City for the City’s charge.  If recovery is made from more than one owner, the cost shall be 
apportioned equally among them. 
 
    2.  Fires Along a Railroad Right-of-Way or Operating 
Property 
 
     (a)  Any incident response to a fire or fire hazard 
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emergency caused by a railroad locomotive, rolling stock, or employees on a railroad right-of-
way or operating property as defined in Minnesota Statute 219.761. 
 
     (b)  An invoice shall be sent to the railroad responsible for 
the railroad right-of-way or operating property.  The responsible railroad shall be liable to the 
City for the invoice sum as the Council shall set from time to time. 
 
    3.  Grass Fires Within Trunk Highway Right-of-Way 
 
     (a)  Any incident response to a grass fire within the right-
of-way of a trunk highway or outside of the right-of-way of a trunk highway if the fire 
originated within the right-of-way of a trunk highway as defined in Minnesota Statute 161.465. 
 
     (b)  An invoice shall be sent to the Commissioner of 
Transportation.  The Commissioner of Transportation shall be liable to the City for the invoice 
sum as the Council shall set from time to time. 
 
    4.  Technical Rescue 
 
     (a)  Any incident response to gas leaks, presence of carbon 
monoxide, suspicious odors, a rescue on the water, ice, confined space, trench, high or low level 
where specialized equipment and training are required and where the Fire Department is able to 
render aid, provide assistance, or otherwise improve the conditions of the persons in need of 
rescue or assistance. 
 
     (b)  An invoice shall be sent to the persons corporation or 
business owner receiving rescue service.  The person receiving the rescue service shall be liable 
to the City for the invoice sum as the Council shall set from time to time. 
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    5.  Underground Pipeline Utility Breaks 
  
     (a)  Any incident response to an underground pipeline 
utility break if caused by an excavator or person other than a homeowner or resident. 
 
     (b)  An invoice shall be sent to the excavator or person 
responsible for the pipeline utility break.  The excavator shall be liable to the City for the invoice 
sum as the Council shall set from time to time.   
 
    6.  Hazardous Material 
 
     (a)  Any incident response to the release of hazardous 
material from it’s container, or the threat of a release of a hazardous material from it’s container, 
chemical reaction, or other potential emergency as the result of the hazardous material where the 
Fire Department is able to render aid, provide assistance, or otherwise improve the conditions or 
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protect the public.   
 
     (b)  An invoice shall be sent to the person or entity 
responsible for the hazardous material or transportation of the hazardous material.  The person or 
entity responsible shall be liable to the City for the invoice sum as the Council shall set from 
time to time. 
 
    7.  Structural Fires 
 
     (a)  Any incident response to a fire in which a structure, i.e. 
home, business, or garage, is in peril of becoming damaged or succumbed in fire.  Examples of 
this would be house fires, fires resulting from cooking stoves or outdoor grills, electrical wiring, 
heating systems, inc. 
 
     (b)   An invoice shall be sent to the person listed as the fee 
owner of the structure involved.  The owner shall be liable to the City for the invoice sum as the 
council shall set from time to time. 
 
    8.  Fire as the Result of Negligence 
 
     (a)  Any incident response to a fire that resulted from an 
act of negligence.  Examples of this would include but not be limited to methamphetamine labs, 
commercial and industrial operations where hot work is performed and reasonable care is not 
exercised, and burning of debris by contractors or homeowners that results in subsequent fires to 
wild land or structures. 
 
     (b)  An invoice shall be sent to the person responsible for 
the negligent fire.  The responsible person shall be liable to the City for the invoice sum as the  
 § 10.74 
Council shall set from time to time. 
 
The fire investigator responsible for the incident investigation shall forward all costs 
encumbered by the Fire Department in association with the incident to the court for 
reimbursement through restitution. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Carbon Monoxide.   
 
   A.  Any incident response to a carbon monoxide call in which a persons in 
a structure i.e. home, business, or garage, is in peril of becoming succumbed by carbon 
monoxide.  Examples of this would be furnaces, stove, floor heaters, fireplaces, grills, vehicles 
or other gas appliances or pieces of equipment.   
 
   B.  An invoice shall be sent to the person listed as the fee owner of the 
structure involved.  The owner shall be liable to the City for the invoice sum as the Council shall 
set from time to time. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Incident Invoice Schedule.  Per Incident Charge to be set by 



(04-14-97) 
 

361 

Resolution of the City Council. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #105, 3rd Series 
     Effective:  05-30-16 
 

(Sections 10.75 through 10.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
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 SEC. 10.99.  VIOLATION A PETTY MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a 
section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he/she performs an act thereby 
prohibited or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or 
declared unlawful, or performs an act prohibited or declared unlawful or fails to act when such 
failure is prohibited or declared unlawful by a Code adopted by reference by this Chapter, and 
upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code 
     Effective Date:  04-14-97 
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 CHAPTER 11 
 
 LAND USE REGULATION (ZONING) 
 
 

SECTION 11.01.  INTENT AND PURPOSE.  This Chapter is adopted for the purpose 
of:  (1) protecting the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare; (2) 
dividing the area in the City into zones and districts regulating therein the location, construction, 
reconstruction, alteration and use of structures and land; (3) promoting orderly development of 
the residential, business, industrial, recreational and public areas;  (4) providing for the 
compatibility of different land uses and the most appropriate use of land throughout the City; (5) 
conserving the natural and scenic beauty and attractiveness of the City; and, (6) minimizing 
environmental pollution;  
 

SEC. 11.02.  PLANNING COMMISSION. 
 

Subd. 1.  Establishment of Planning Commission.  A Planning Commission 
shall serve in an advisory capacity to the Council and shall have such duties and powers 
prescribed and limited by the Council in this Chapter. 
 

Subd. 2.  Composition.  The Planning Commission shall consist of seven 
members, all residents of the City who shall be appointed for four years by the Council, receive 
such compensation as the Council may fix and who shall serve at the pleasure of the Council. 
 

Subd. 3.  Vacancies.  Members of the Planning Commission shall continue as 
such until their successors are appointed.  A vacancy in any membership shall occur by the 
discontinued resident citizenship of the member, by motion or resolution of the Council, by 
resignation of the member, or by expiration of the member's term.  A vacancy shall be filled by 
appointment of the Council for the unexpired term of the member. 
 

Subd. 4.  Duties of the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission shall: 
 
    A.  Prepare, and from time to time review and/or revise the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 

B.  Prepare and recommend a zoning map of the City. 
 
    C.  Prepare and recommend a zoning map of the half mile area beyond the 
city limits that is within the jurisdiction of the City. 
 
   D.  Recommend the approval or rejection of all plats or registered land 
surveys as required in the Subdivision Regulation Chapter of the City Code. 
 
 
 

 § 11.02 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

363 

   E.  Study future developments, consisting of proposed public buildings, 
present and future street locations and arrangements, necessity and location of parks and 
playgrounds and other similar proposed future physical developments. 
 
   F.  Prepare, approve and recommend to the Council a zoning plan, 
including amendments of existing and future zoning plans. 
 

G.  Hold at least one regular meeting each month.  The times and places 
for meetings shall be as the Commission shall determine, unless otherwise directed by the 
Council.  A majority shall constitute a quorum, but an affirmative or negative vote of three 
members shall be necessary for the transaction of any business.  At every meeting, the 
Commission shall take and keep minutes of the meeting, recording the time and place of the 
meeting, the names of the members present, motions and resolutions, the number voting for and 
against any matter, and other business procedures.  As soon after any meeting as may reasonably 
be done, and in any event before the next regular meeting of the Council, the Commission shall 
deliver a copy of the minutes of the meeting to the City Manager as soon as the meeting minutes 
are accepted.  A Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson shall be elected at the first meeting of each 
year. 
 

H.  Have such other responsibilities as may be assigned the Planning 
Commission elsewhere in this code. 
 

Subd. 5.  Dissolution of the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission 
may at any time be dissolved by unanimous vote of the Council, or in any manner as may be 
authorized by law. 

 
 SEC. 11.03.  RULES AND DEFINITIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Rules.  The language set forth in the text of this Chapter shall be 
interpreted in accordance with the following rules of construction: 
 
   A.  The present tense includes the past and future tenses and the future the 
present. 
 
   B.  All measured distances expressed in feet shall be to the nearest tenth of 
a foot. 
 
   C.  In the event of conflicting provisions, the more restrictive provisions 
shall apply. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
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  1.  "Accessory Use or Structure" - A use or structure, or portion of a structure, 
subordinate to and serving the principal use or structure on the same lot. 
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  2.  “Agricultural Use” – Use of land for rural residential and general agricultural 
purposes.  Uses may include horticulture, animal husbandry where the number of animal units 
does not exceed one-half (1/2) per acre, row crops, or pastureland.  Production of goods and 
food products for general sale to the public may be allowed where appropriate. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 28, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  06-09-02 
 
  3.  "Alley" - A public right of way not less than 20 feet wide, and not more than 
30 feet in width, which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property. 
 
  4.  "Apartment" - A room or suite of rooms with cooking facilities available 
which is occupied as a residence by a single family, or a group of individuals living together as a 
single family unit.  This includes any unit in buildings with more than two dwelling units. 
 

   5.  "Apartment Building" - (See "Dwelling, Multiple"). 
   
  6.  "Automobile Repair" -  General repair, engine rebuilding or reconditioning 
of motor vehicles; collision service such as body, frame or fender straightening and repair; 
overall painting of motor vehicles. 
 
  7.  "Automobile Service Station" - A place where gasoline stored only in 
underground tanks, kerosene or motor oil and lubricants or grease, for operation of motor 
vehicles, is retailed directly to the public on premises, and including minor accessories and 
services for motor vehicles, but not including motor vehicle repairs and rebuilding.  When the 
dispensing, sale or offering for sale of motor fuels or oil is incidental to the conduct of a public 
garage, the premises shall be classified as a public garage. 
 
  8.  "Auto Wrecking Yard" - Any place where two or more motor vehicles not 
in running condition, or parts thereof, are stored in the open and used for wrecking or storing of 
such motor vehicles or parts thereof; and including any farm vehicles or farm machinery, or 
parts thereof, stored in the open and not being restored to operating condition; and including the 
commercial salvaging and scavenging of any other goods, articles and merchandise. 
 
  9.  "Basement" - A portion of a building located partially or wholly 
underground. 
 
  10.  "Billboard" - A structure which directs attention to a business, commodity, 
service, activity or entertainment not necessarily conducted or offered upon the premises where 
the structure is located. 
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  11.  "Block" - A tract of land within a platted subdivision bounded by streets, or 
a combination of streets and public parks, cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, shorelines, 
waterways or boundary lines or the corporate limits of the City. 
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  12.  "Boarding House (Rooming or Lodging House)" - A building other than a 
motel or hotel where, for compensation and by prearrangement for definite periods, meals or 
lodgings are provided for three or more persons, but not to exceed twenty (20) persons. 
 
  13.  "Building" - Any structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof, 
and used or built for the shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels or property of any 
kind.  This shall include tents, awnings or vehicles situated on private property and used for 
purposes of a building. 
 
  14.  "Building Height" - The vertical distance measured from the established 
grade to the highest point of the roof surface for flat roofs, to the deck line of mansard roofs and  
to the average height between eaves and ridge for gable, hip and gambrel roofs. Where a 
building is located on sloping terrain, the height may be measured from the average ground level 
of the grade at the building wall. 
 
  15.  "Building Line" - A line parallel to the street right of way line at any story 
level of a building and representing the minimum distance which all or any part of the building 
is set back from said right of way line. 
 
  16.  "Building, Main or Principal" - A building in which is conducted the 
principal use of the lot on which it is situated. 
 
  17.  "Business" - Any occupation, employment or enterprise wherein 
merchandise is exhibited or sold, or where services are offered for compensation. 
 
  18.  "Carport" - A private garage which is open to the weather on at least two 
sides, intended for the use of sheltering not more than two motor driven vehicles. 
 
  19.  "Church" - A building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, 
where persons regularly assemble for religious worship and which building, together with this 
accessory buildings and uses, is maintained and controlled by a religious body organized to 
sustain public worship. 
 
  20.  “Commercial Use” – Use or establishment pertaining to commerce, or 
mercantile for the sale, lease, rental or trade of products, goods and services, having financial 
gain as it purpose, excluding public utilities, agricultural uses and industrial uses. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 28, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  06-09-00 
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  21.  "Clustering/Cluster Housing" - The development pattern and technique 
whereby structures are arranged in closely related groups to make the most efficient use of the 
natural amenities of the land. 
 
  22.  “Comprehensive Plan" - A compilation of goals, policy statements, 
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standards, programs and maps for guiding the physical, social and economic development of the 
City and this environs and includes any unit or part of such plan separately adopted and any 
amendment to such plan or parts thereof. 
 
  23.  "Condominium" - A form of individual ownership within a multi-family 
building with joint responsibility for maintenance and repairs of the common property.  In a  
condominium, each apartment or townhouse is owned outright by its occupant and each 
occupant also owns a share of the land and other common property. 
 
  24.  "Cooperative" - A multi-unit development operated for and owned by its 
occupants.  Individual occupants do not own their specific housing unit outright as in a 
condominium, but they own shares in the total enterprise. 
 
  25.  "Cottage Industry" - (See Home Occupation) 
 
  26.  "Court" - An open unoccupied space bounded on two or more sides by the 
exterior walls of a building or buildings on the same lot. 
 
  27.  "Curb Level" - The level of the established curb in front of the building 
measured at the center of such front.  Where a building faces on more than one street, the curb 
level shall be the average of the levels of the curbs at the center of the front to each street.  
Where no curb level has been established, the engineering staff shall determined a curb level or 
its equivalent for the purpose of this Chapter. 
 
  28.  "Day Care Center, Nursery" - Means any day care center, nursery as 
defined by the Minnesota Department of Public Welfare. 
 
  29.  "District" - A section or sections of the incorporated area of the City for 
which the regulations and provisions governing the use of building and land are uniform for each 
class of use permitted therein. 
 
  30.  "Drive-In" - A business establishment so developed that its retail or service 
character is dependent on providing a driveway approach or parking spaces for motor vehicles to 
serve patrons while in the motor vehicle, rather than within a building or structure. 
 
  31.  "Drive-In Restaurant" - Any restaurant designed to permit or facilitate the 
serving of meals, sandwiches, ice cream, beverages or other food, served directly to, or 
permitted to be consumed by, patrons in automobiles or other vehicles parked on the premises, 
or permitted  
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to be consumed by patrons elsewhere on the site, outside the main building. 
 
  32.  "Dwelling" - A building or portion thereof, including a house, trailer or 
mobile home, designed or used exclusively for residential occupancy, including one-family, two-
family and multiple-family dwelling units, but not including hotels, motels, boarding or lodging 
houses. 
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  33.  "Dwelling Unit" - One or more rooms in a dwelling or apartment hotel 
designed for occupancy by one family for living purposes and having its own permanently 
installed cooking and sanitary facilities. 
 
  34.  "Dwelling, Attached" - A dwelling joined to other dwellings by part wall or 
walls. 
 
  35.  "Dwelling, Detached" - A dwelling entirely surrounded by open space, said 
open space being on the same zoning lot as the dwelling. 
 
  36.  "Dwelling, One Family" - A detached dwelling designed for or occupied 
exclusively by one family. 
 
  37.  "Dwelling, Two Family" - A dwelling designed exclusively for occupancy 
by two families living independently of each other. 
 
  38.  "Dwelling, Multiple" - A dwelling designed for and containing three or 
more dwelling units, the occupants of which live independently of each other. 
 
  39.  "Earth Sheltered Building" - A building constructed so that fifty percent 
(50%) or more of the completed structure is covered with earth.  Earth covering is measured 
from the lowest level of liveable space in residential units and of usable space in non-residential 
buildings.  An earth sheltered building is a complete structure that does not serve just as a 
foundation or substructure for above-ground construction.  A partially completed building shall 
not be considered earth shelter. 
 
  40.  "Easement" - A grant by a property owner for the use of a strip of land for 
the purpose of constructing and maintaining walkways, roadways, utilities, including but not 
limited to sanitary sewers, water mains, electric lines, telephone lines, storm sewer or storm 
drainage ways and gas lines. 
 
  41.  "Efficiency Unit" - A dwelling unit with one primary room which doubles 
as a living room, kitchen, and bedroom. 
 
  42.  "Essential Services" - Overhead or underground electrical, gas, steam or 
water transmission or distribution systems and structure or collection, communication, supply or  
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disposal systems and structures used by public utilities or governmental departments or 
commissions or as are required for the protection of the public health, safety or general welfare, 
including towers, poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, 
police call boxes and accessories in connection therewith but not including buildings. 
 
  43.  Excavation" - Any breaking of ground, except common household 
gardening and ground care. 
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  44.  "Exterior Storage (Includes Open Storage)" - The storage of goods, 
materials, equipment, manufactured products and similar items not fully enclosed by a building. 
 
  45.  "Family" - One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, 
including foster children, or a group of adult individuals occupying a dwelling unit. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 22, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  11-27-99 
 
  46.  "Farm" - A tract of land which is principally used for agricultural activities 
such as the production of cash crops, livestock or poultry farming.  Such farms may include 
agricultural dwelling and accessory buildings and structures necessary to the operation of the 
farm. 
 
  47.  "Floor Area, Gross" - The gross floor area of a building is the sum of the 
gross horizontal areas of the several floors of the building, measured from the exterior faces of 
the exterior walls. 
 
  48.  "Floor Area, Liveable" - Liveable floor area shall be the same as "floor area 
gross" defined above, excluding all areas occupied by garages, porches, attics, stairways and 
storage, utility and heating rooms. 
 
  49.  "Floor Area Ratio (F.A.R.)" - The floor area ratio of the building or 
buildings on any zoning lot is the gross floor area of the building or buildings on the zoning lot 
divided by the area of such zoning lot, or, in the case of planned developments, by the net site 
area. 
 
  50.  "Fraternity or Sorority House" - A building occupied, or to be occupied 
by an organized group of ten or more students and providing for a succession of memberships, 
therein, where lodging or board, or both, are provided for only its members and guests of its 
members. 
 
  51.  "Frontage" - All the property fronting on one side of a street between the 
nearest intersecting streets, or between a street and a right-of-way or other barrier. 
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  52.  Garage, Private" - An accessory building designed to accommodate storage 
for vehicles having a load rating of one ton or less, used by the occupant of the building to which 
it is accessory. 
 
  53.  "Garage, Public" - Any building or premises, except those used as a private 
or storage garage, used for equipping, repairing, hiring, selling or storing motor driven vehicles. 
 
  54.  "Garage, Storage" - Any building or premises used for housing motor 
driven vehicles and at which automobile fuels are not sold or motor vehicles are not equipped, 
repaired, hired, or sold. 
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    55.  "Garage, Truck" - A building which is used or intended to be used for 

storage of motor trucks, truck trailers, tractors, semi trailers and restricted vehicles exceeding 
one ton capacity. 
  
  56.  "Grade" - The average of the finished level at the center of the exterior 
walls of the building.  For an earth sheltered building, grade means the average of the finished 
level at the center of the lot.  For a building with earth berms but less than fifty percent (50%) 
earth covering, grade means the average of the finished level at the center of the building at the 
beginning of the earth berm. 
 

   57.  "Group Home" - A group home as defined by the Minnesota Department of 
Human Services. 
 
  58.  "High Rise Building" - Any structure designed for a specific use, the height 
of which exceeds 48 feet. 
 
  59.  "Home Occupation" - Any gainful occupation or profession engaged in by 
the occupant  of a dwelling at or from the dwelling when carried on within a dwelling unit.  
Such uses include professional offices, minor repair services, photo or art studies, dressmaking, 
barber shops, beauty shops, tourist homes, or similar uses. 
 
  60.  "Hospital" - An institution open to the public in which sick patients or 
injured persons are given medical or surgical care; or for the care of contagious diseases or 
incurable patients. 
 
  61.  "Hotel" - A building which provides a common entrance, lobby, halls and 
stairway and in which twenty (20) or more people can be, for compensation, lodged with or 
without meals. 
 
  62.  "Industrial Park" - A special or exclusive type of planned industrial area 
designed and equipped to accommodate a community of industries. 
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  63.  “Industrial Use” – Use or establishment for the production, manufacture, 
warehousing, storage or transfer of goods, products, commodities or other wholesale items, but 
where the sale or use thereof is not generally conducted on the premises. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 28, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  06-09-00 
 
  64.  "Institution" - A building occupied by a non-profit corporation or a non-
profit establishment for public or semi-public use. 
 
  65.  “Intensive Agricultural Use” – Use of land for agricultural purposes 
including feedlots (as defined by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency), center-pivot 



(04-14-97) 
 

370 

irrigation systems, and necessary accessory uses for packing, treating or storing products, 
provided that such uses are secondary to that of normal agricultural activity. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 28, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  06-09-00 
 
  66.  "Junk Yards/Salvage Yards" - An open area including buildings where 
waste, used or secondhand materials are bought and sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, 
disassembled or handled, including, but not limited to, scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, 
rubber tires, and bottles. 
 
  67.  "Kennel, Commercial" - Any lot or premises on which more than three (3) 
dogs, cats or other household pets with a maximum age of four (4) months, are either 
permanently or temporarily boarded, bred or sold. 
 
  68.  "Laboratory" - A place devoted to experimental study such as research, 
testing and analyzing.  Manufacturing of a product or products is not to be permitted within this 
definition. 

 
  69.  "Loading Space/Dock" - An off-street space on the same lot with a building 
or group of buildings, for temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading and 
unloading merchandise or materials. 
 
  70.  "Lot" - A parcel or portion of land in a subdivision or plat of land, separated 
from other parcels or portions by description as on a subdivision or record of survey map, for the 
purpose of sale or lease or separate use thereof. 
 
  71.  "Lot of Record" - A lot which is a part of a platted subdivision, the map of 
which has been recorded in the office of the County Recorder, or a lot described by metes and 
bounds, the deed to which was recorded in the office of the County Recorder at the time of the 
passing of the Zoning Chapter of 1963.   
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  72.  "Lot Area" - The lot area is the square feet of land area within the lot lines. 
 
  73.  "Lot, Corner" - A lot situated at the junction of, and abutting on two or 
more intersecting streets, or adjacent to or abutting unplatted or undeveloped property, or a lot at 
the point of deflection in alignment of a continuous street, the interior angle of which does not 
exceed one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
  70.  "Lot Coverage" - The area of the zoning lot occupied by the principal 
buildings and accessory buildings.  Earth berms are not to be included in calculating lot 
coverage.  Only the above grade portions of an earth sheltered building should be included in lot 
coverage calculations. 
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  71.  "Lot Depth" - The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot 
lines. 
 
  72.  "Lot Width" - The maximum horizontal distance between the side lot lines 
of a lot measured with the first thirty (30) feet of the lot depth. 
 
  73.  "Lot, Double Frontage" - A lot having frontage on two non-intersecting 
streets as distinguished from a corner lot. 
 
  74.  "Lot, Interior" - A lot other than a corner or reversed corner lot. 
 
  75.  "Lot Line, Front" - That boundary of a lot which abuts an existing or 
dedicated public street, and in the case of a corner lot it shall be the shortest dimension on a 
public street.  If the dimensions of a corner lot are equal, the front line shall be designated by the 
owner and filed with the County Recorder. 
 
  76.  "Lot Line, Rear" - The rear lot line is the lot line or lot lines most nearly 
parallel to and most remote from the front lot line.  Lot lines other than front or rear lot lines are 
side lot lines. 
 
  77.  "Lot, Non-Conforming" - A lot or parcel of land for which a deed has been 
recorded in the office of the County Recorder upon or prior to the effective date of this Chapter 
which does not meet the minimum lot area, structure setbacks or other dimensional standards of 
this Chapter. 
 
  78.  "Manufactured/Mobile Home" - A structure, transportable in one or more 
sections, which in the traveling mode is eight (8) body feet or more in width or forty (40) body 
feet or more in length or, when erected on site, is three hundred twenty (320) or more square 
feet,  
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and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without 
permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, and including the plumbing, 
heating, air conditioning and electrical systems contained therein, except that the term includes 
any structure which meets all the requirements, and with respect to which the manufacturer 
voluntarily files a certification required by the secretary and complies with the standards 
established under this Chapter. 
 
  79.  "Manufactured/Mobile Home Park" - Any site, lot, field or tract of land 
designated, maintained or intended for the placement of two (2) or more occupied homes.  It 
shall include any buildings, structure, vehicle, or enclosure intended for use as part of the 
equipment of such mobile/manufactured home park. 
 
  80.  "Manufactured/Mobile Home Sales Lot" - A lot, site, field or tract of land 
on which mobile homes are displayed for sale. 
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  81.  "Metes and Bounds" - A method of property description by means of their 
direction and distance from an easily identifiable point. 
 
  82.  "Mining" - The extraction of sand, gravel, rock, soil or other material from 
the land in the amount of one thousand (1,000) cubic yards or more and the removal thereof 
from the site.  The only exclusion from this definition shall be removal of materials associated 
with construction of a building, provided such removal is an approved item in the building 
permit. 
 
  83.  "Modular Home" - A non-mobile housing unit that is basically fabricated at 
a central factory and transported to a building site where final installations are made, 
permanently affixing the module to the site. 
 
  84.  "Motel (Tourist Court)" - A building or group of detached, semi-detached, 
or attached buildings containing guest rooms or dwellings, with garage or parking space 
conveniently located to each unit, and which is designed, used or intended to be used primarily 
for the accommodation of automobile transients. 
 
  85.  "Motor Home or Recreation Vehicle" - Any vehicle mounted on wheels 
and for which a license would be required if used on highways, roads or streets, and so 
constructed and designed as to permit occupance thereof for dwelling or sleeping purposes and 
used for recreational purposes. 
 
  86.  "Municipal Water and Sewer Systems" - Utility systems serving a group 
of buildings, lots or an area of the City with the design and construction of such utility systems 
as approved by the City. 
 

  87.  "Non-Conforming Buildings" - A building or structure or portion thereof 
which lawfully existed prior to the establishment of the zoning district in which it is now located 

 § 11.03 
 
which does not conform to the regulations for the zoning district in which it is now located. 
 
  88.  "Nursery, Landscape" - A business growing and selling trees, flowering 
and decorative plants and shrubs and which may be conducted within a building or without, for 
the purpose of landscape construction. 
 
  89.  "Nursing Home" - A building with facilities for the care of children, the 
aged, inform, or place of rest for those suffering bodily disorder.  Said nursing home shall be 
licensed by the State Board of Health as provided for in Minnesota Statute, Section 144.50. 
 
  90.  "Odorous Matter" - Any matter or material that yields an odor which is 
offensive in any way. 
 
  91.  "Open Sales Lot (Exterior Storage)" - Any land used or occupied for the 
purpose of buying and selling any goods, materials, or merchandise and for the storing of same 
under the open sky prior to sale. 
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  92.  "Parking Space" - A land area of not less than 180 square feet, exclusive of 
driveways and aisles, of such shape and dimensions and so prepared as to be usable for the 
parking of a motor vehicle, and so located as to be readily accessible to a public street or alley. 
 
  93.  "Particulate Matter" - Any dust, smoke or other form of airborne pollution 
in the form of minute separate particles. 
 
  94.  "Pedestrian Way" - A public or private right of way across or within a 
block, to be used by pedestrians. 
 
  95.  "Planning Commission" - The City Planning Commission. 
 
  96.  "Planned Unit Development" - A residential development whereby 
buildings are grouped or clustered in and around common open space areas in accordance with a 
prearranged site plan and where the common open space is owned by the homeowners and 
usually maintained by a homeowner's association. 
 
  97.  "Plot" - A tract other than one unit of a recorded plat or subdivision and 
occupied and used or intended to be occupied and used as a home site and improved or intended 
to be improved by the erection thereon of a dwelling and accessory buildings and having a 
frontage upon a public street or upon a thoroughfare or upon a highway or upon a traveled or 
used road. 
 
  98.  "Principal Structure or Use" - One which determines the predominant use 
as contrasted to accessory use or structure. 
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  99.  "Property Line" - The legal boundaries of a parcel of property which may 
also coincide with a right of way line or a road, cartway, and the like. 
 
  100.  "Property Owner" - Any person, association or corporation having a 
freehold estate interest, leasehold interest extending for a term or having renewal options for a 
term in excess of one year, a dominant easement interest, or an option to purchase any of same, 
but not including owners of interests held for security purposes only. 
 
  101.  "Protective Covenant" - A contract entered into between private parties 
which constitutes a restriction of the use of a particular parcel of property. 
 
  102.  "Public Land" - Land owned or operated by municipal, school district, 
county, state or other governmental units. 
 
  103.  "Public Open Space" - Any publicly owned open area, including but not 
limited to parks, playgrounds, school sites, parkways and boulevards. 
 
  104.  "Public Utility" - Any person, firm or corporation, municipal department, 
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board or commission duly authorized to furnish and furnishing under Federal, State or Municipal 
regulations to the public:  gas, steam, electricity, sewage disposal, communication, telegraph, 
transportation or water. 
 
  105.  "Public Way" - Any sidewalk, bikeway, street, alley, highway or other 
public thoroughfare. 
 
  106.  "Railroad Right-of-Way" - A stripe of land with tracks and auxiliary 
facilities for track operation, but not including depot, loading platforms, station, train sheds, 
warehouses, car shops, car yards, locomotive shops or water towers. 
 
  107.  "Recreation, Public" - Includes all uses such as tennis courts, ball fields, 
picnic areas, and the like that are commonly provided for the public at parks, playgrounds, 
community centers, and other sites owned and operated by a unit of government for the purpose 
of providing recreation. 
 
  108.  "Registered Land Survey" - A survey map of registered land designed to 
simplify a complicated metes and bounds description, designated the same into a tract or tracts 
of Registered Land Survey Number.  (See Minnesota Statutes 508.47). 
 
  109.  "Restricted Vehicle" - Any motor vehicle or instrument pushed, pulled or 
driven by a motor vehicle the primary use of which is the production of income of its owner, 
possessor or lessee.  The term "restricted vehicle" shall in no case be deeded to include passenger 
cars, recreational vehicles or trucks of a load rating of one ton or less. 
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  110.  "Semi-Trailer" - A vehicle of the trailer type so designed and used in 
conjunction with a truck-tractor that a considerable part of its own weight or that of its load rests 
upon and is carried by the truck-tractor and shall include a trailer drawn by a truck-tractor semi-
trailer combination. 
 
  111.  "Setback Line" - The minimum horizontal distance between the lot line 
and the line of the building or the allowable building line as defined by the regulations of this 
Chapter. 
 
  112.  "Sign" - The use of any words, numerals, figures, devices, or trademarks 
by which anything is made known such as are used to show an individual, firm profession, or 
business, and are visible to the general public. 
 
  113.  "Sign, Advertising" - A sign which directs attention to a business, 
commodity, service, activity or entertainment not conducted, sold, or offered upon the premises 
where such a sign is located. 
 
  114.  "Sign, Billboard" - A sign, the bottom of which is no more than four (4) 
feet from the ground and the top no more than twelve (12) feet from the ground, which directs  
attention to a business, commodity, service, activity or entertainment not conducted, sold, or 
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offered for sale upon the premises where such a sign is located. 
 
  115.  "Sign, Business or Industrial" - A sign which directs attention to a 
business, industry, or profession or to a commodity, service, activity or entertainment sold or 
offered for sale upon the premises where such a sign is located. 
 
  116.  "Sign, Display Surface" - That portion of a sign on which information or 
advertisement may be displayed. 
 
  117.  "Sign, Flashing" - A sign illuminated with an artificial light source not 
constant in intensity or color at all times while in use, excluding public service time and 
temperature signs, and traffic signs. 
 
  118.  "Sign, Home Occupation" - A sign identifying a home occupation 
permitted as an accessory use in a Residential Zone. 
 
  119.  "Sign, Identification" - A sign identifying a school, church, hospital or 
similar institution and identifying any club, lodge, farm estate, subdivision, home or similar use. 
 
  120.  "Sign, Illuminated" - A sign lighted in any way with an artificial light 
source. 
 
  121.  "Sign, Non-Commercial" - A sign setting forth a trespassing regulation,  
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the private nature of a driveway or premises, a danger warning, or similar types of messages. 
 
  122.  "Sign, Painted" - A sign painted on a building or some other surface not 
intended as its primary use to be used as a sign display surface. 
 
  123.  "Sign, Political" - A sign urging voters to vote for or support a specific 
issue(s) or a specific candidate(s). 
 
  124.  "Sign, Pylon" - A free-standing sign erected upon a pylon(s) or a post(s) 
with a sign mounted on top thereof. 
 
  125.  "Sign, Real Estate" - A sign advertising the sale or rental availability of a 
parcel of ground or a structure. 
 
  126.  "Sign, Rotating" - A sign which revolves or rotates on its axis. 
 
  127.  "Sign, Street" - A sign identifying a City street by name. 
 
  128.  "Sign, Surface Area of" - The entire area within a single, continuous 
perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of the actual sign display surface.  It does not include any 
structural elements outside the limits of the display surface and not forming an integral part of 
the display.  Both sides of a double faced sign or a V-type sign structure shall be used in 
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computing total surface area. 
 
  129.  "Sign, Temporary" - A sign indicating the location of or direction to 
premises in the process of development or indicating the names of contractors, architects, 
mechanics, or artisans associates with a development. 
 
  130  "Sign, Traffic" - A sign regulating or directing the use of City streets or  
other public streets in the City. 
 
   131. "Solar, Energy System” - A device, array of devices, or structural design 
feature, the purpose of which is to provide for generation of electricity, the collection, storage 
and distribution of solar energy for space heating or cooling, daylight for interior lighting, or 
water heating, but this does not include Solar Farms or Community Solar Gardens. 
 
  132.  “Solar, Building-Integrated Energy Systems” – A solar energy system 
that is an integral part of a principal or accessory building, rather than a separate mechanical 
device, replacing or substituting for an architectural or structural component of the building.  
Building-integrated systems include but are not limited to photovoltaic or hot water solar energy 
systems that are contained within roofing materials, windows, skylights, and awnings.  
 
  133.  “Solar, Grid-intertie Energy System” – A photovoltaic solar energy  
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system that is connected to an electric circuit served by an electric utility company. 
   
  134.  “Solar, Off-grid Energy System” A photovoltaic solar energy system in 
which the circuits energized by the solar energy system are not electrically connected in any way 
to electric circuits that are served by an electric utility company. 
 
  135.  “Solar, Passive Energy System” – A solar energy system that captures 
solar light or heat without transforming it to another form of energy or transferring the energy 
via a heat exchanger. 
 
  136.  “Solar, Photovoltaic (PV) System” - A solar energy system that converts 
solar energy directly into electricity. 
 
  137.  “Solar, Renewable Energy Systems” – A solar energy system.  Renewable 
energy systems do not include passive systems that serve a dual function, such as a greenhouse 
or window.  
 
  138.  “Solar, Ground-mount” – A solar energy system mounted on a rack or 
pole that rests or is attached to the ground.  Ground-mount systems can be either accessory or 
principal uses. 
 
  139.  “Solar, Roof-mount” - A solar energy system mounted on a rack that is 
fastened to or ballasted on a building roof.  Roof-mount systems are accessory to the principal 
use. 
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  140.  “Solar, Roof Pitch” – The final exterior slope of a building roof calculated 
by the rise over the run, typically but not exclusively expressed in twelfths such as 3/12, 9/12, 
12/12. 
 
  141.  “Solar, Access” – Unobstructed access to direct sunlight on a lot or 
building through the entire year, including access across adjacent parcel air rights, for the 
purpose of capturing direct sunlight to operate a solar energy system. 
 
  142.  “Solar, Collector” – A device, structure or a part of a device or structure 
for which the primary purpose is to transform solar radiant energy into thermal, mechanical, 
chemical, or electrical energy. 
 
  143.  “Solar, Collector Surface: - Any part of a solar collector that absorbs solar 
energy for use in the collector’s energy transformation process.  Collector surface does not 
include frames, supports and mounting hardware, 
 
  144.  “Solar, Mounting Devices – Racking, frames or other devices that allow 
the mounting of a solar collector onto a roof surface or the ground. 
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  145.  Solar, Energy” – Radiant energy received from the sun that can be 
collected in the form of heat or light by a solar collector. 
 
  146.  “Solar, Heat Exchanger” - A component of a solar energy device that is 
used to transfer heat from one substance to another, either liquid or gas. 
 
  147.  “Solar, Hot Air System” – A solar energy system that includes a solar 
collector to provide direct supplemental space heating by heating and recirculating conditioned 
building air.  The most efficient performance typically uses a vertically mounted collector on a 
south-facing wall. 
 
  148.  “Solar, Hot Water System” – A system that includes a solar collector and 
a heat exchanger that heats or preheats water for building heating systems or other hot water 
needs, including residential domestic hot water and hot water for commercial processes. 
 
  149.  “Solar, Community Garden” – A solar-electric (photovoltaic) array that 
provides retail electric power (or a financial proxy for retail power) to multiple community 
members or businesses residing or located off-side from the location of the solar energy system, 
consistent with Minn. Statutes 216B.1641 or successor statute. 
 
  150.  “Solar, Farm” – A commercial facility that converts sunlight into 
electricity, whether by photovoltaics (PV), concentrating solar thermal devices (CST), or other 
conversion technology, for the primary purpose of wholesale sales of generated electricity.  A 
solar farm is the principal land use for the parcel on which it is located. 
   
  151.  “Solar, Resource” – A view of the sun from a specific point on a lot or 
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building that is not obscured by any vegetation, building, or object for a minimum of four hours 
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM Standard time on all days of the year. 
 
     (#131 - #151) 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective:  01-29-21 
 
  152.  "Story" - That portion of a building included between the surface of any 
floor and the surface of the floor next above, including below ground portions of earth sheltered 
buildings. 
 
  153.  "Story, Half" - A space under a sloping roof which has the line of 
intersection of roof decking and wall face not more than three feet above the top floor level. 
 
  154.  "Street" - A public or private right-of-way which affords a primary means 
of vehicular access to abutting property, whether designated as a street, avenue, highway, road,  
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boulevard, thoroughfare or however otherwise designated but does not include driveways to 
buildings. 
 
  155.  "Street, Collector" - A street which serves or is designed to serve as a 
traffic way for a neighborhood or as a feeder to a major street. 
 
  156.  "Street, Major or Thoroughfare" - A street which serves, or is designed 
to serve, heavy flows of traffic and which is used primarily as a route for traffic between 
communities and/or other heavy traffic generating areas. 
 
  157.  "Street, Local" - A street intended to serve primarily as an access to 
abutting properties. 
 
  158.  "Street Pavement" - The wearing or exposed surface of the roadway used 
by vehicular traffic. 
 
  159.  "Street Width" - The width of the right of way, measured at right angles to 
the centerline of the street. 
 
  160.  "Structure" - Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires 
more or less permanent location on the ground or attachment to something having a permanent 
location on the ground.  This definition does not include driveways, sidewalks or patios. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 54, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  01-15-05 
 
  161.  "Structural Alterations" - Any change in the supporting members of a 
building such as bearing walls, columns, beams or girders or any substantial changes in the roof 
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or exterior walls. 
 
  162.  "Subdivision" - The division or redivision of a lot, tract, or parcel of land 
into two (2) or more lots either by plat or by metes and bounds description. 
 
  163.  "Townhouse" - A single family building attached by party walls with other 
single family buildings, and oriented so that all exits open to the outside. 
 
  164.  "Trailer" - Every vehicle without motive power designed for carrying 
persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle. 
 
  165.  "Unit" - A lodging or rooming unit is a room rented as sleeping and living 
quarters, but without cooking facilities and with or without an individual bathroom.  In a suite of 
rooms without cooking facilities, each room which provides sleeping accommodations shall be 
counted as one lodging room or rooming unit for the purposes of this article. 
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  166.  "Use" - A purpose or activity for which the land or building thereon is 
designated, arranged or intended, or for which it is or may be occupied, utilized or maintained. 
 
  167.  "Use, Accessory" - A use subordinate to and serving the principal use or 
structure on the same lot and customarily incidental thereto. 
  
  168.  "Use, Conditional" - A use classified as conditional generally may be 
appropriate or desirable in a specified zone, but requires special approval because if not carefully 
located or designed it may create special problems such as excessive height or bulk or traffic 
congestion. 
 
  169.  "Use, Non-Conforming" - A use of land, building or structure which was 
lawful prior to the establishment of the zoning district in which it is now located which does not 
conform to the use regulations for the zoning district in which it is now located. 
 
  170.  "Use, Permitted" - A public or private use which of itself conforms with 
the purposes, objectives, requirements, regulations, and performance standards of a particular 
district. 
 
  171.  "Use, Principal" - The main use of land or buildings as distinguished from 
subordinate or accessory use.  A "principal use" may be either permitted or conditional. 
 
  172.  "Use, Temporary" - A use or building permitted by the Board of Appeals 
to exist during periods of construction of the main building or use, or for special events. 
 
  173.  "Variance" - A modification or variation of the provisions of this Chapter 
where it is determined that by reason of special and unusual circumstances relating to a specific 
lot, that strict application of the Chapter would cause undue hardship. 
 
  174.  "Veterinary Clinics for Small Animals" - A business, institution or 



(04-14-97) 
 

380 

hospital providing medical or surgical treatment for small animals such as dogs, cats, birds, 
small pets, and the like in an enclosed building and where boarding may be incidental to such 
hospital use and where large animals such as sheep, pigs, horses, and the like may be treated on 
an outpatient basis. 
 
  175.  "Yard" - A required open space on a lot which is unoccupied and 
unobstructed by a structure from its lowest level to the sky except as permitted in this Chapter.  
The yard extends along the lot line at right angles to such lot line to a depth or width specified in 
the setback regulations for the zoning district in which such lot is located.  For earth sheltered 
buildings and buildings covered with earth berms, the line of the building is measured from the 
exterior surface of the building regardless of whether it is above or below grade. 
 
  176.  "Yard, Front" - A yard extending along the full width of the front lot line  
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between side lot lines and extending from the abutting street right of way line to depth required 
in the setback regulations for the zoning district in which such lot is located. 
 
  177.  "Yard, Rear" - An open space, unoccupied except for accessory buildings 
on the same lot with a building between the rear lines of the building and the rear line of the lot, 
for the full width of the lot. 
 
  178.  "Yard, Side" - The yard extending along the side lot line between the front 
yard and rear yard to a depth or width required by setback regulations for the zoning district in 
which such lot is located. 
 
  179.  "Zoning Administrator" - The duly appointed person charged with 
enforcement of this Chapter. 
 
  180.  "Zoning Amendment" - A change authorized by the City either in the 
allowed use within a district or in the boundaries of a district. 
 
  181.  "Zoning District" - An area or areas within the limits of the City for which 
the regulations and requirements governing use are uniform as defined by this Chapter. 
 
  182.  "Zoning Map" - The map or maps incorporated into this Chapter as part 
hereof, designating the use districts. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 

(Sections 11.04 through 11.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
   (Pages 380 through 382 reserved) 
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 SEC. 11.10.  GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.   Applicability.  It is the intention of the City that the several provisions 
of this Chapter are applicable in accordance with the following: 
 
   A.  If any court of competent jurisdiction shall judge any provisions of 
this Chapter to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect any other provisions or this Chapter not 
specifically included in said judgment. 
 
   B.  If any court of competent jurisdiction shall judge invalid the 
application of any provision of this Chapter to a particular property, building, or structure, such 
judgment shall not affect other property, buildings, or structures. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Nonconforming Uses.  Any structure or use existing upon the effective 
date of this Chapter may be continued subject to the following provisions: 
 
   A.  No such use and structure shall be expanded or enlarged except in 
conformity with the provisions of this Chapter. 
 
   B.  A non-conforming use of a structure which has been discontinued for a 
period of twelve (12) months shall not be re-established and any further use shall be in 
conformity with the regulations of this Chapter. 
 
   C.  A non-conforming structure which is damaged by any cause to the 
extent of more than fifty percent (50%) of its market value as determined by the current records 
of the County Assessor, shall not be restored except in conformity with the regulations of this 
Chapter. 
 
   D.  Normal maintenance of a non-conforming use and structure is 
permitted.  Maintenance may include necessary non-structural repairs and incidental alterations 
which do not enlarge or intensify the non-conforming use. 
 
   E.  No junk yard may continue as a non-conforming use for more than one 
(1) year after the effective date of this Chapter, except that it may continue as a conditional use 
in a commercial or industrial district if within that period it is completely enclosed within a 
building or within a continuous solid fence, not less than eight (8) feet high so as to screen 
completely the operations of the junk yard.  Plans of such building or fence shall be reviewed by 
the Planning Commission and approved by the Council before it is erected. 
 
   F.  If a building permit has been issued for a non-conforming building or 
use prior to the establishment of the zoning district in which the new building or use is located, 
the proposed building or use shall be permitted provided that: 
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    1.  Construction is begun within 30 days after the establishment of 
the zoning district. 
    2.  The construction is continuous until the building is completed. 
 
    3.  The building permit was issued within 60 days prior to the 
establishment of the zoning district. 
 
 SEC. 11.11.  ADMINISTRATION. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Enforcing Officer.  The Council shall appoint a Zoning Administrator.  
It shall be the duty of the Zoning Administrator to cause the provisions of this Chapter to be 
properly enforced through the proper legal channels.  The Zoning Administrator shall perform 
the following duties: 
 
   A.  Review and approve zoning for building permits and approve other 
permits, and make and maintain records thereof. 
 
   B.  Conduct inspections of buildings and use of land to determined 
compliance with the terms of this Chapter. 
 
   C.  Maintain permanent and current records of this Chapter, including but 
not limited to, maps, amendments, conditional uses, variances, appeals and applications. 
 
   D.  Review, file and forward all applications for appeals, variances, 
conditional uses or other matters to the designated official bodies. 
 
   E.  Institute in the name of the City any appropriate actions for 
proceedings against a violator as provided for in this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Board of Zoning Adjustment. 
 
   A.  The Planning Commission shall act as the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment and the Zoning Administrator and a member of the Council appointed by the 
Council shall serve as ex-officio non-voting members of the Board. 
 
   B.  The Board shall review all questions as they may arise in the 
administration of this Chapter, including the interpretation of zoning maps, and it shall hear and 
decide appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in any order, requirement, decision, or 
determination made by this administrative officer charged with enforcing this Chapter.  Such 
appeal may be taken by any person, firm or corporation aggrieved or by any officer, department, 
board or bureau of the City.  The Board shall also have the authority to grant variances to the 
provisions of this Chapter under certain conditions, as indicated in this Chapter. 
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   C.  Meetings by the Board shall be held within such times and upon such 
notice to interested parties as is provided in this Chapter. 
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 SEC. 11.12.  VARIANCES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Granting.  A variance to the provisions of this Chapter may be granted 
by the Board of Adjustment in those cases where this Chapter is found to impose undue hardship 
to a property owner.  A variance may be granted only in the event that the City finds that the 
current ordinances cause undue hardship to the land and only after all of the following 
circumstances have been considered and evaluated as part of the decision: 
 
   A.  That because of the particular physical surroundings, shape or 
topographical conditions of the specific parcel of land involved, a particular hardship to the 
owner would result, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience, if the strict letter of the 
regulation were carried out. 
 
   B.  That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or 
conditions applying to the land or building which do not apply generally to land or building in 
the same zone classification. 
 
   C.  That the purpose of the variance is not based exclusively upon a desire 
to increase the value of income potential of the parcel of land. 
 
   D.  That granting of the variance is necessary for the preservation and 
employment of substantial property rights of the petitioner, and the alleged difficulty or hardship 
is caused by this Chapter and has not been created by any person presently having an interest in 
the parcel of land. 
 
   E.  That granting of such variance will not, under the circumstances of 
this particular case, materially affect adversely the health and safety of persons residing or 
working in the neighborhood of the property of the applicant, and will not, under the 
circumstances of this particular case, be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious 
to the property or improvements in said neighborhood. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Procedures for Securing a Variance.  A variance shall be granted 
subject to the following procedures: 
 
   A.  Any person desiring a variance shall make written application 
providing a preliminary building and site development plan and other information as is 
necessary to the Zoning Administrator on a form supplied by the City and make payment of a 
filing fee as established by Council Resolution. 
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   B.  The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall hold a public hearing on the 
variance.  Notice of the hearing shall be published in the official newspaper at least ten days 
before the hearing.  Written notice shall be sent to all affected persons and to all property owners 
within 300 feet of the property for which a variance has been requested. 
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   C.  The Board of Zoning Adjustment, after review of the application and 
within 14 days after the hearing, shall make a decision on the variance.  A copy of the decision 
shall be mailed to the person applying for the variance, and given to the City Manager. 
 
   D.  In granting an adjustment or a variance under the provisions of this 
section, the Board of Zoning Adjustment shall designate such conditions in connection therewith 
as will, in its opinion, secure substantially the objectives of the regulations or provisions to 
which the adjustment or variance is granted, as to light, air and the public health, safety, 
comfort, convenience and general welfare. 
 
   E.  The person applying for the variance, or the City may within 30 days 
file a written appeal to the Council from the decision of the Board. 
 
   F.  The Board may recommend that a variance be revoked if any of the 
conditions established as part of granting the variance request are violated.  The Council shall 
have the final authority to determine whether an approved variance is to be revoked. 
 
 SEC. 11.13.  CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS.   
 
  Subd. 1.  Criteria for Review of Conditional Use Permit Applications.  In 
review of a conditional use permit application, the City Council of Morris shall consider the 
advice and recommendations of the Planning Commission.  Each application shall be reviewed 
to determine the effect of the proposed use on the Comprehensive Plan and upon the health, 
safety, and general welfare of occupants of surrounding lands.  At a minimum, the Council shall 
make the following findings here applicable: 
 
   A.  The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, 
streets and other public determine which serve or are proposed to serve the area. 
 
   B.  The use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or 
screened from adjacent residentially zoned or used land and there will be no deterrence to 
development of vacant land. 
 
   C.  The structure and site shall have an appearance that will not have an 
adverse effect upon adjacent residential properties. 
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   D.  The use, in the opinion of the Council, is reasonably related to the 
overall needs of the City and to the existing land use. 
 
   E.  The use is consistent with the purposes of this Chapter and the 
purposes of the zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.  
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   F.  The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan of the City. 
 
   G.  The use will not cause traffic hazard or congestion. 
 
   H.  Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and necessary facilities have 
been or will be provided. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Additional Conditions. 
 
   A.  In permitting a new conditional use or in the alternative of an existing 
conditional use, the Council may impose, in addition to those standards and requirements 
expressly specified by this Chapter, additional conditions which the Council considers necessary 
to protect the best interest of the surrounding area or the community as a whole.  These 
conditions may include, but are not limited to the following: 
 
    1.  Increasing the required lot size or yard distance. 
 
    2.  Limiting the height, size or location or buildings. 
 
    3.  Controlling the location and number of vehicle access points. 
 
    4.  Increasing the street width. 
 
    5.  Increasing the number of required off street parking spaces. 
 
    6. Requiring diking, fencing, screening, landscaping or other 
facilities to protect adjacent or nearby property. 
 
    7.  Designation sites for open space. 
    8.  Establish a time limit. 
 
   B.  The Zoning Administrator shall maintain a record of all conditional 
use permits issued including information on the use, location, and conditions imposed by the 
Council, time limits, review dates, and such other information as may be appropriate. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Procedures for Securing a Conditional Use Permit.  A conditional 
use permit shall be granted subject to the following procedures: 

§ 11.13 
 

   A.  Any person desiring a conditional use permit shall make written 
application providing a preliminary building and site development plan and any other 
information as is necessary to the Zoning Administrator on a form supplied by the City and 
make payment of a filing fee as established by Council Resolution. 
 
   B.  Prior to the Council's consideration of a request for a conditional use 
permit, the Planning Commission shall: 
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    1.  Hold at least one public hearing thereon.  Notice of the hearing 
shall be published in the official newspaper at least ten days before the hearing.  Written notice 
shall be sent to all affected persons and all property owners within 300 feet of the property for 
which a conditional use permit has been requested. 
 
    2.  Forward to the Council a report containing the Commission's 
findings and conclusions concerning the request for a conditional permit 
 
   C.  The Council shall, within 30 days from the date of application and 
upon receipt of the Planning Commissions report, approve or reject the request for a conditional 
use permit with stipulations if desired. 
 
   D.  Upon issuance of a conditional use permit by the Zoning 
Administrator the terms of the conditional use permit shall serve to regulate the use for which 
the conditional use permit was issued. 
 
   E.  Where a conditional use permit has been issued pursuant to the 
provisions of this Chapter, such permit shall become null and void without further action by the 
Planning Commission or the Council unless work thereon commences within one (1) year of the 
date of granting such conditional use.  A conditional use permit shall be deemed to authorize 
only one particular use and shall expire if that use shall cease for more than twelve (12) 
consecutive months. 
 
   F.  In the event that the applicant violates any of the conditions set forth in 
this permit, the conditional use permit may be revoked by the Council. 
 
 SEC. 11.14.  ZONING AMENDMENTS.  The Council may adopt by ordinance 
amendments to this Chapter and the zoning map in relation both to land uses within a particular 
district or to the location of the district line.  Such amendments shall not be issued 
indiscriminately, but shall only be used as a means to reflect changes in the goals and policies of 
the City as reflected in the Comprehensive Plan or changes in conditions in the City. 
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  Subd. 1.  Kinds of Amendments. 
 
   A.  A change in a district's boundary (rezoning). 
 
   B.  A change in a district's regulations. 
 
   C.  A change in any other provision of this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Initiation of Proceedings.  Proceedings for amending this Chapter 
shall be initiated by at least one of the following three methods: 
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   A.  By petition of an owner or owners of property which is proposed to be 
rezoned, or for which district regulation changes are proposed. 
 
   B.  By recommendation of the Planning Commission. 
 
   C.  By action of the Council. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Required Exhibits for Rezoning or District Regulation Changes 
Initiated by Property Owners.   
 
   A.  An accurate listing showing property owners' names and addresses 
within the affected zone and within three hundred (300) feet of the outer boundaries of the 
property in question. 
 
   B.  An accurate boundary survey and preliminary development plan. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Procedure for Initiating an Amendment Based Upon Petition by a 
Property Owner.  The procedure for a property owner to initiate a rezoning or district 
regulation change applying to his property is as follows: 
 
   A.  A preliminary building and site development plan.  The Council may 
also require a boundary survey of the property. 
 
   B.  Evidence of ownership or enforceable option on the property. 
 
   C.  The Planning Commission shall set the date for a public hearing and 
prepare notices of such hearing for publication in the legal newspaper at least once, not less than 
ten (10) days and not more than thirty (30) days prior to said hearing.  A similar notice shall be 
mailed at least ten (10) days before the day of the hearing to each owner of affected property and 
property situated wholly or partly within three hundred (300) feet of the property to which the  
The amendment relates.  Failure of a property owner to receive such 
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notification shall not invalidate the proceedings, provided a bona fide attempt to comply with 
these provisions has been made. 
 
   D.  Prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Zoning Administrator shall 
prepare the appropriate exhibits for distribution to the Planning Commission and to interested 
parties. 
 
   E.  The Planning Commission shall hold the public hearing, adopt 
findings based upon the evidence established during the hearing, and recommend and transmit a 
recommendation to the Council. 
 
   F.  The Council shall take action on the proposed amendment following 
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the procedure for Chapters outlined in the Home Rule Charter provided, that if the Council 
amends the proposed amendment to this Chapter, the amended proposal shall not be enacted 
until the Planning Commission has taken action on the amended proposal as outlined in this 
Section. 
 
   G.  Upon enactment of an amendment to this Chapter requiring a change 
in the zoning map, the Zoning Administrator shall record the change on the map which change 
shall take effect as outlined in the Home Rule Charter. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Procedure for Initiating an Amendment Based Upon a 
Recommendation by the Planning Commission. 
 
   A.  The Planning Commission shall pass a motion recommending an 
amendment to this Chapter. 
 
   B.  The Planning Commission shall submit the proposed amendment to 
the Council for review and comment. 
 
   C.  The Planning Commission shall set the date for a public hearing and 
prepare notices of such hearing for publication in the legal newspaper at least once, not less than 
ten (10) days and not more than thirty (30) days prior to said hearing.  A similar notice shall be 
mailed at least ten (10) days before the day of the hearing to each owner of affected property and 
property situated wholly or partly within three hundred (300) feet of the property to which the 
amendment relates.  Failure of a property owner to receive such notification shall not invalidate 
the proceedings, provided a bona fide attempt to comply with these provisions has been made. 
 
   D.  Prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Zoning Administrator shall 
prepare the appropriate exhibits for distribution to the Planning Commission and to interested 
parties. 
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   E.  The Planning Commission shall hold the public hearing, adopt 
findings based upon the evidence established during the hearing, and shall make and transmit a 
recommendation to the Council. 
 
   F.  The Council shall take action on the proposed amendment following 
the procedure for Chapters outlined in the Home Rule Charter provided that if the Council 
amends the proposed amendment to this Chapter the amended proposal shall not be enacted until 
the Planning Commission has taken action on the amended proposal as outlined in this Section.   
 
   G.  Upon enactment of an amendment to this Chapter requiring a change 
in the zoning map, the Zoning Administrator shall record the change on the map which change 
shall take effect as outlined in the Home Rule Charter. 
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  Subd. 6.  Procedure for Initiating an Amendment Based Upon a 
Recommendation by the Council. 
 
   A.  The Council shall pass a resolution of intent to amend this Chapter. 
 
   B.  The Council shall submit the proposed amendment to the Planning 
Commission for review and comment. 
 
   C.  The Planning Commission shall set the date for a public hearing and 
prepare notices of such hearing for publication in the legal newspaper at least once, not less than 
ten (10) days and not more than thirty (30) days prior to said hearing.  A similar notice shall be 
mailed at least ten (10) days before the day of the hearing to each owner of affected property 
situated wholly or partly within three hundred (300) feet of the property to which the 
amendment relates.  Failure of a property owner to receive such notification shall not invalidate 
the proceedings, provided a bona fide attempt to comply with these provisions has been made. 
 
   D.  Prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Zoning Administrator shall 
prepare the appropriate exhibits for distribution to the Planning Commission and to interested 
parties. 
 
   E.  The Planning Commission shall hold the public hearing, adopt 
findings based upon the evidence established during the hearing, and make and transmit a 
recommendation to the Council. 
 
   F.  The Council shall take action on the proposed amendment following 
the procedure for ordinances outlined in the Home Rule Charter provided that if the Council 
amends the proposed amendment to this Chapter the amended proposal shall not be enacted until 
the Planning Commission has taken action on the amended proposal as outlined in this Section  
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   G.  Upon enactment of an amendment to this Chapter requiring a change 
in the zoning map, the Zoning Administrator shall record the change on the map which change 
shall take effect as outlined in the Home Rule Charter. 
             
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
  (Sections 11.15 through 11.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
   (Pages 393 through 402 reserved) 
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 SEC. 11.20.  ZONING DISTRICTS.  The zoning districts are so designed as to assist in 
carrying out the intents and purposes of the Comprehensive Plan and are based upon the 
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Comprehensive Plan, which has the purpose of protecting the public health, safety, convenience 
and general welfare.  For the purposes of this Chapter, the City is hereby divided into the 
following Zoning Districts. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Residence Districts: 
 
   A.  RF - Farm Residence District. 
   B.  R - Single and Two Family Residence District. 
   C.  RM - Multiple Family Residence District. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Business Districts. 
 
   A.  CBD - Central Business District. 
   B.  HB - Highway Business District. 
   C.  Neighborhood Commercial District 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
  Subd. 3.  Industrial Districts.  
 
   A.  I1 - Light Industrial District. 
   B.  I2 - Heavy Industrial District. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Special Districts. 
 
   A.  MC - Municipal Conservancy District. 
   B.  PUD - Planned Unit Development District. 
 
 SEC. 11.21.  ZONING DISTRICT MAP. 
 
  Subd. 1.  The districts established by this Chapter are hereby set forth on the 
zoning map and that map is hereby made a part of this Chapter.  The map shall be known as the 
“City of Morris Zoning Map of 2002”.  The map and all notations, references and data shown 
are part of it as if all were fully described herein.  It shall be the responsibility of the Zoning 
Administrator to maintain the map, amendments thereto shall be recorded on the zoning map 
within 30 days after official publication of amendments.  The official zoning map shall be kept 
on file in the City Hall.  Copies of the official zoning map may be obtained from the City 
Manager upon request and at cost. 
  
 

§ 11.21 
  

     Source:  Ordinance No. 41, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  February 28, 2002 
 
  Subd. 2.  Whenever any uncertainty exists as to the boundary of any use district 
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as shown on the zoning map incorporated herein, the following rules shall apply: 
 
   A.  Where district boundary lines are indicated as following streets, alleys, 
railroads, or similar right-of-way, they shall be construed as following the center line thereof. 
 
   B.  Where district boundary lines are indicated as approximately following 
lot lines or section lines, such lines shall be construed to be such boundaries. 
 
  Subd. 3.  All streets, alleys, public ways and railroad right-of-ways, if not 
otherwise specifically designated, shall be deemed to be in the same zone as the property in the 
most restrictive classification immediately abutting upon such alleys, streets, public ways and 
railroad right-of-ways.  Where the center line of a street, alley, public way or railroad right-of-
way serves as a district boundary, the zoning of such areas, unless otherwise specifically 
designated shall be deemed to be the same as that of the abutting property up to such center line. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Whenever any street, alley or other public way is vacated by official 
action of the City, the zoning district adjoining each side of such street, alley, or public way 
which has been vacated shall be automatically extended to the center of such vacation, and all 
area included in the vacation shall then and henceforth be subject to all appropriate regulations 
of the extended districts. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Any land annexed to the city in the future shall be placed in the RF, 
Farm Residence District, until placed in another district by action of the Council amending this 
Chapter as outlined elsewhere in this Chapter. 
 
 SEC. 11.22.  RF - FARM RESIDENCE DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The RF, Farm Residence District, is intended to provide a 
district which will allow suitable areas of the City to be retained and utilized in open space or 
agricultural uses and will secure economy in government expenditures for utilities and service. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In an RF, Farm Residence District, no building or 
land shall be used or divided, and no building shall be erected, converted or structurally altered 
in any manner, unless otherwise provided herein, except for one or more of the following uses 
and others of a similar nature: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
    
    1.  Single family dwellings. 

§ 11.22 
    2.  General farming and orchards. 
 
    3.  Stock raising and dairying. 
 
    4.  Permanent stands for the sale of agricultural products produced  
on the premises  
    5.  Public parks and playgrounds. 
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    6.  Veterinary clinics for small animals. 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory). 
 
    1.  Farm buildings, stables. 
    2.  Private garages, private swimming pools. 
 
    3.  The renting of rooms or the providing of table board to not 
more than three persons per single family dwelling. 
 
    4.  Recreation, refreshments and service buildings in public parks 
and playgrounds. 
 
    5.  Home occupations utilizing not more than one third of the gross 
floor area of the dwelling. 
 
    6.  Solar energy systems. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit). 
 
    1.  Churches, private schools, including music and dance schools 
and day care centers and child nurseries. 
 
    2.  Nurseries and greenhouses. 
    3.  Cemeteries. 
 
    4.  Hospital and rest homes. 
 
    5.  Publicly owned buildings or structures, utility buildings, 
telephone exchange transformer stations and electrical substations, but not to include 
maintenance yards or facilities. 
 
    6.  Golf courses, tennis courts, parks and playgrounds. 
    7.  Country clubs, private clubs and lodges. 

§ 11.22 
 
    8.  Excavation and removal of sand, gravel, black dirt and other 
types of soil and mineral products. 
 
    9.  Airports. 
    10.  Commercial recreation. 
    11.  Solar farm. 
    12.  Community solar garden. 
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     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
   D.  Restrictions.  All uses in the RF, Farm Residence District, shall be 
subject to the following restrictions: 
  
    1.  Lot Area.  No lot shall be smaller than two and one half acres. 
 
    2.  Lot Width.  A lot for a single family dwelling connected to the 
city sanitary sewer system shall be at least 100 feet wide.  A lot for a single family dwelling not 
connected to the City sanitary sewer system shall be at least 100 feet wide. 
 
    3.  Lot Coverage.  No more than 25 percent of the gross lot area 
may be covered by buildings or structures. 
   
    4.  Height Restriction.  No structure shall be erected which is 
greater than 2.5 stories or 30 feet in height. 
 
    5.  Setback Requirements.  All principal uses shall comply with 
the following setback requirements: 
 
     (a)  Front yard, a minimum of 50 feet. 
     (b)  Rear year, a minimum of 40 feet. 
 
     (c)  Interior side yard, a minimum of 15 feet. 
     (d)  Street side yard, a minimum of 50 feet. 
 
     (e)  Where lots have a double frontage, the required front 
yard setback shall be provided on both streets. 
 
     (f)  On a corner lot there shall be a front yard setback on 
each street side of such lot. 
 
     (g)  When more than 30 percent of the frontage on the side 
of the street between intersections is occupied by structures having setbacks from street right-of- 

§ 11.22 
 
way of greater or lesser  an amount than herein required, the average setback of all existing 
buildings between the intersections shall be maintained by all new or relocated structures.  In the  
event a building is to be built where there is such an established setback different from that 
required hereinafter and there are existing buildings on both sides of the new building, the front 
setback shall not be required to be greater than that which would be established by connecting a 
straight line between the forward most portions of the first adjacent building on each side. 
 
     (h)  In such case where a lot of record with sewer has 
less than the width required, the required side yard setback from the side yard property line shall 
be reduced to ten percent of the width of the lot, except that in no case shall an interior side 
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setback line be less than five feet nor a side street setback line be less than 25 feet.  There shall 
be no deviation for lots of record without sewer. 
 
            Setbacks                  
 Min. Lot Min. Lot Max Lot Max   Side Side  
Land Use Area/Acres Width/Ft. Coverage % Height Front Rear (Interior) (Interior) 
      
     2.5 
Single Family 2.5 100  25 Stories 50 40 15 15 
With Sewer     or 30’ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2.5 
Single Family 2.5 200  25 Stories 50 40 15 50 
Without Sewer     or 30’ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Subd. 5.  General Regulations.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, 
fencing, sewage systems and other items are set forth in this Chapter. 
 
 SEC. 11.23.  R – SINGLE AND FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The R, Single and Two Family Residence District is intended 
to provide a district of low density residential dwelling units and directly related complimentary 
uses. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In an R, Residential District, no buildings or land 
shall be used and no building shall be erected, structurally altered, converted, or enlarged unless 
otherwise provided herein, except for one or more of the following uses and others of a similar 
nature. 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
    1.  Single family dwellings. 

§ 11.23 
 
    2.  Two family dwellings. 
    3.  Public parks and playgrounds. 
 
   B.  Permitted Use (Accessory). 
    1.  Private garages, private swimming pools or other private 
recreation facilities.  
     
    2.  Gardens and conservatories for plants and flowers, not as a 
business, trade or industry. 
     
    3.  The renting of rooms or the providing of table board to not 
more than three persons per single family dwelling. 
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    4.  Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 
     
    5.  Recreation refreshment and service buildings in public parks 
and playgrounds. 
     
    6.  Home occupations utilizing not more than one third of the gross 
floor area of the dwelling. 
 
    7.  Solar energy systems – roof mount. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit). 
    
    1.  Churches, private schools, including music and dance schools 
and day care centers and child nurseries. 
     
    2.  Nurseries and greenhouses. 
    3.  Cemeteries. 
 
    4.  Hospitals and rest homes. 
 
    5.  Publicly owned buildings or structures, utility buildings, 
telephone exchange transformer stations and electrical sub-stations but not to include 
maintenance yards or facilities. 
 
    6.  Neighborhood grocery. 
    7.  Public schools, colleges and universities. 
 

§ 11.23 
 

    8.  Veterinary clinic for small animals. 
    9.  Solar energy systems – ground mount. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the R, Single and Two Family 
Residence District shall be subject to the following restrictions: 
 
    1.  Lot Area.  No lot for a single family dwelling shall be smaller 
than 9,000 square feet; no lot for a two family dwelling shall be smaller than 12,000 square feet. 
 
    2.  Lot Width.  A lot for a single family dwelling shall be at least 
75 feet wide.  A lot for a two family dwelling shall be at least 100 feet wide. 
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    3.  Lot Coverage.  Buildings or structures may cover no more than 
30% when lots are less than or equal to 7,000 square feet, and 25% when lots are greater than 
7,000 square feet. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #71, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  01-02-07 
 
    4.  Height Restrictions.  No structure shall be erected which is 
greater than 2.5 stories or 30 feet in height. 

 
    5.  Setback Requirements.  All principal uses shall comply with 
the following setback requirements. 
 
     (a)  Front yard, a minimum of 25 feet. 
 
     (b)  Rear yard, a minimum of 20% of the lot depth. 
 
     (c)  Interior side yard, single family, a minimum of 10 feet. 
 
     (d)  Interior side yard, two family, a minimum of 15 feet. 
 
     (e)  Street side yard, a minimum of 25 feet. 
 
     (f)  Where lots have a double frontage, the required front  
yard setback shall be provided on both streets. 
 
     (g)  On a corner lot there shall be a front yard setback on 
each street side of such lot.  No accessory building shall project beyond the front yard setback of  

§ 11.23 
either street. 
 
     (h)  When more than 30 percent of the frontage on the side 
of the street between intersections is occupied by structures having setbacks from street right-of-
way of greater or lesser an amount than herein required, the average setback of all existing 
buildings between the intersections shall be maintained by all new or relocated structures.  In the 
event a building is to be built where there is such an established setback different from that 
required herein and there are existing buildings on both sides of the said new building, the front 
shall not be required to be greater than that which would be established by connecting a straight 
line between the forward most portions of the first adjacent building on each side. 

  
     (i)  In such cases where a lot of record has less than the 
width required, the required side yard setback for a single family dwelling from the side yard 
property line shall be reduced to ten percent of the width of the lot, except that in no case shall 
an interior side setback line be less than five feet nor a side street setback line be less than 25 
feet.  Similarly the area requirements shall be reduced to not less than 7,000 square feet.  There 
shall be no deviation for a two-family dwelling 
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            Setbacks                  
 Min. Lot Min. Lot Max Lot Max   Side Side  
Land Use Area/Acres Width/Ft. Coverage % Height Front Rear (Interior) (Street) 
      
     2.5  20% 
Single Family 9,000 75  25 Stories 25 of lot 10 25 
     or 30’  depth 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2.5  20% 
Two Family 12,000 100  25 Stories 25 of lot 15 25 
     or 30’  depth 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   E.  General Regulations.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, 
fencing, sewage systems and other items are set forth in this Chapter. 
 
 SEC. 11.24.  RM - MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The RM, Multiple Family Residence District is intended to 
provide a district of medium density housing in multiple family structures and directly related 
complimentary uses. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In an RM, Residence District, no building or land 
shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected, structurally altered, or converted or 
enlarged unless otherwise provided herein, except for one or more of the following uses and  

§ 11.24 
others of a similar nature: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
 
     1.  Single family dwellings. 
     2.  Two family dwellings. 
 
     3.  Multiple dwellings and apartment buildings. 
     4.  Attached dwellings. 
 
     5.  Boarding and lodging houses. 
 
     6.  Fraternity and sorority houses. 
     7.  Public parks and playgrounds. 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory). 
 
    1.  Private garages, private swimming pools or other private 
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recreation facilities. 
 
    2.  Gardens and conservatories for plants and flowers not as a 
business trade or industry. 
 
    3.  The renting of rooms or the providing of table board to not 
more than three persons per single family dwelling. 
 
    4.  Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 
 
    5.  Recreation, refreshments and service buildings in public parks 
and playgrounds. 
 
    6.  Home occupations utilizing not more than one third of the gross 
floor area of the dwelling. 
 
    7.  Solar energy systems – roof mounted. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit). 
 
    1.  Churches, private schools, including music and dance schools 
and day care centers and child nurseries. 
 

§ 11.24 
    2.  Nurseries and greenhouses. 
    3.  Cemeteries. 
    4.  Hospitals and rest homes. 
 
    5.  Publicly owned buildings or structures, utility buildings, 
telephone exchanges, transformer stations and electrical sub-stations. 
 
    6.  Neighborhood grocery. 
    7.  Public schools, colleges and universities. 
 
    8.  Public parks and playgrounds and recreation refreshment and 
service buildings. 
 
    9.  Home occupations utilizing not more than one third of the gross 
floor area of the dwelling. 
    10.  Mobile home parks.  
    11.  Hotels and motels. 
 
    12.  Solar energy systems – ground mounted. 
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   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the RM - Multiple Family 
Residence District shall be subject to the following restrictions in addition to those set forth in 
District Requirements, R, Single and Two Family Residence District. 
 
    1.  Lot Area.  No lot for a multiple dwelling of two units shall be 
smaller than 10,000 square feet.  For each additional dwelling unit the required minimum lot 
shall be increased by 2,000 square feet. 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
    2.  Lot Width.  A lot for a multiple dwelling of two units shall be 
at least 100 feet wide.  For each additional dwelling unit the required minimum lot width shall 
be increased by five feet. 
 
    3.  Lot Coverage.  Not more than 30 percent of the gross lot area 
of a lot may be covered by buildings or structures. 
 
    4.  Height Restrictions.  No structure shall be erected which is 
greater than five stories of 60 feet in height. 
 
    5.  Setback Requirements.  All principal uses shall comply with 
the following setback requirements: 
     (a)  Front yard, a minimum of 25 feet. 
     (b)  Rear yard, a minimum of 30 feet. 

§ 11.24 
      

     (c)  Interior side yard for a multiple dwelling of two units, 
a  
minimum of 20 feet.  For each additional dwelling unit the required minimum interior side yard 
setback shall be increased by one foot.  In no event shall the interior side yard setback be less 
than the height of the structure. 
     (d)  Street side yard, a minimum of 25 feet 
 
    6.  Livable Floor Area Requirements.  Each unit of a multiple  
dwelling shall meet the appropriate minimum livable floor area requirement as herein set forth: 
 
     (a)  Efficiency units..................……400 sq. ft. 
     (b)  1 Bedroom Apartment...............650 sq. ft. 
 
     (c)  2 Bedroom Apartment...............850 sq. ft. 
     (d)  3 Bedroom Apartment..........…1040 sq. ft. 
 
     (e)  Row houses, condominium.. ...960 sq. ft. for 2 
bedroom, and 1040 sq. ft. for 3 bedroom units in townhouses and apartments to be sold as 
individual units. 
 
 Min. Lot Min. Lot Max. Lot Max.    Side Side 
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Land Use Area/sq. ft. Width/ft. Coverage % Height Front Rear (Interior) (Street)  
 
Multiple dwlg. 10,000 100 30 5 stories 25 30 25* 25 
Units (1st two)    of 60’ 
 
Each additional 2,000 add 5’ 30 N/A N/A N/A add 1’ N/A 
Dwelling unit 
___________________________________________________________________  
  
   E.  General Regulations.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, 
fencing, sewage systems and other items are set forth in this Chapter. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
 SEC. 11.25  NC – Neighborhood Commercial District 
  
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The NC, Neighborhood Commercial District, is intended to 
provide a mix of housing and small-scale businesses that are compatible with surrounding 
residential areas.  Uses in this district are restricted to limit adverse impacts on nearby residential 
areas.  The scale of buildings and parking areas are also restricted so as not to conflict with the 
character of surrounding residential development. 
 

§ 11.25 
 

Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In an NC, Neighborhood Commercial District, no building or land 
shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected, structurally altered, or converted or 
enlarged unless otherwise provided herein, except for one or more of the following uses and 
others of a similar nature:   
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
 
    1.  Single family dwellings. 
    2.  Two family dwellings. 
 
    3.  Multiple family dwellings and apartment buildings. 
    4.  Attached dwellings. 
 
    5.  Boarding and lodging houses. 
 
    6.  Fraternity and sorority houses. 
    7.  Public parks and playgrounds.   
 
    8.  Commercial establishments offering merchandise and services 
to the general public in return for compensation.  Such establishments to include but not to be 
limited to the following: 
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     (a)   Retail establishments such as groceries, hardware, 
drug, clothing and furniture stores, restaurants, coffee shops, and bakeries. 
     (b)  Personal services such as laundries, barber and beauty 
shops, shoe repair shops, photography studios, and fitness centers. 
     (c)  Professional services such as medical and dental 
clinics, architecture and attorney offices. 
     (d)  Repair services such as jewelry, radio, computer and 
television. 
     (e)  Finance, insurance and real estate services. 
    9.  Small engine repair shops. 
    10.  Automotive parts stores. 
    11.  Seasonal produce stands. 
    12.  Small scale automotive agencies selling and displaying new 
and used vehicles. 
    13.  Bait and sporting goods shops. 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory)  
 
    1.  Private garages, private swimming pools or other private 
recreation facilities. 
    2.  Gardens and conservatories for plants and flowers not as a  

§ 11.25 
 

business trade or industry. 
    3.  The renting of rooms or the providing of table board to not 
more than three persons per single family dwelling. 
    4.  Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 
    5.  Recreation, refreshment and service buildings in public parks 
and playgrounds. 
    6.  Home occupations. 
    7.  Bus or taxi loading or unloading facilities. 
    8.  Public rest rooms. 
    9.  Storage of merchandise, solely intended to be retailed by a 
related and established principal use. 
    10.  Parking lots. 
    11.  Solar energy systems – roof mounted. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit) 
     
    1.  Churches, private schools, including music and dance schools 
and day care centers and child nurseries. 
    2.  Nurseries and greenhouses. 
    3.  Cemeteries 
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    4.  Hospitals and rest homes. 
    5.  Public schools, colleges and universities. 
    6.  Publicly owned buildings or structures, utility buildings, 
telephone exchange transformer stations and electrical substations, but not to include 
maintenance yards or facilities. 
    7.  Public and semi-public buildings and government offices, such 
as post office, city hall, fire and police stations. 
    8.  Warehouses and wholesale businesses. 
    9.  Automotive repair shops and car wash establishments. 
    10.  Privately owned commercial recreational uses. 
    11.  Small scale malls. 
    12.  Solar energy systems – ground mounted. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
    13.  Private clubs. 
    14.  Automobile parking lots as a primary use. 
    15.  On and off sale liquor establishments. 

§ 11.25 
    16.  Mortuaries. 
    17.  Veterinary clinics for small animals. 
 
   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the NC-Neighborhood 
Commercial District shall be subject to the following restrictions in addition to those set forth in 
the District Requirements for the RM, Multiple Family Residence District. 
 
    1.  Maximum Parcel Size.  No parcel shall be larger than three 
(3) standards 50 X 140 ft. lots or 21,000 sq. ft. 
 
    2.  Lot Coverage.  No lot for a multiple dwelling of two units 
shall be smaller than 10,000 square feet.  For each additional dwelling unit the required 
minimum lot shall be increased by 2,000 square feet.  For non-residential structures, not more 
than 40 percent of the gross lot area up to a standard single lot may be covered by buildings or 
structures, 30 percent of the gross lot area up to a double standard lot and 25 percent of the gross 
lot area up to a triple standard lot. 
 
    3.  Height Restrictions.  No residential multi-family structure 
shall be erected which is greater than five (5) stories or 60 feet in height.  No non-residential 
structure shall be erected which is greater than two and one half stories or 30 feet in height. 
 
    4.  Setback Requirements.  All uses shall comply with the 
following setback requirements: 
 
     (a)  The setback requirements in the Multiple Family 
Residence District for all multiple dwellings and apartment buildings.   
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     (b) For non-residential uses, there shall be a front yard 
of not less than 25 feet which can be used to provide off-street parking, but not loading spaces; 
 
     (c)  For non-residential uses, there shall be a rear yard of a 
width not less than 20 feet which can be used to provide off-street parking and loading spaces; 
 
     (d)  For non-residential uses, there shall be a side yard of a 
width not less than 10 feet which may not be used to provide off-street parking and loading. 
 
     (e)  For non-residential uses, there shall be a street side 
yard width not less than 25 feet which may be used to provide off-street parking, but not loading 
spaces. 
 
    5.  Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic Requirements. 
 
     (a)  All non-residential buildings or structures and their 
accessory uses shall be accessible to and from nearby public streets and sidewalks by driveways  

§ 11.25 
 
and walkways surfaced with a hard, all-weather, durable, dust-free material and properly 
drained. 
 
     (b)  Vehicular traffic generated by a non-residential use 
shall be channeled and controlled in a manner that will avoid congestion on the public streets, 
traffic hazards, and excessive traffic through residential areas, particularly truck traffic.  The 
adequacy of any proposed traffic circulation system to accomplish these objectives shall be 
determined by the City Engineer who may require such additional measures for traffic control as 
they may deem necessary, including but not limited to the following;  (1) directional; (2) 
signalization; (3) channelization; (4) standby turn lanes; (5) illumination; and, (6) storage area 
and distribution facilities within the commercial site to prevent back-up of vehicles on public 
streets. 
 
     (c)  No area used by motor vehicles other than driveways 
serving ingress and egress to the non-residential site shall be located within the public street 
right-of-way. 
 
    6.  Screening Requirements.  All principal and accessory uses, 
except business signs, which are situated within 50 feet of a residential district, shall be screened 
from such district by a wall or fence of not less than 90 percent opacity and not less than five nor 
more than seven feet in height above the level of the residential district property at the district 
boundary.  However, the Planning Commission may permit a lesser degree of screening, if it is 
presented with an alternative plan that adequately promotes and protects the use and enjoyment 
of properties within the adjacent residential district, or there is a finding that a screening of the 
type required would interfere with the providing of adequate amounts of light and air to the 
properties.  Loading docks in the NC, Neighborhood Commercial District, shall be screened so 
as not to be visible from any public street within a residential district. 
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    7.  Landscaping Requirements.  All exposed ground area 
surrounding or within a principal or accessory use including street boulevards, which are not 
devoted to drives, sidewalks, patios and parking lots or other uses shall be landscaped with grass, 
shrubs, trees or other ornamental landscape materials.  All landscaped areas shall be kept neat, 
clean and uncluttered.  No landscaped area shall be used for the parking of vehicles or the 
storage or display of materials, supplies or merchandise. 
 
    8.  Livable Floor Area Requirements.  Each unit of a multiple 
dwelling shall meet the appropriate minimum livable floor area requirement as herein set forth: 
    
     (a)  Efficiency units   400 sq. ft. 
     (b)  1 Bedroom Apartment 650 sq. ft. 
 
     (c)  2 Bedroom Apartment 850 sq. ft. 
     (d)  3 Bedroom Apartment 1,040 sq. ft. 
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     (e)  Row houses, condominium     960 sq. ft. for 2 
bedroom, and 1,040 sq. ft. for 3 bedroom units in townhouses and apartments to be sold as 
individual units. 
 
    9.  Storage and Display Requirements.  All materials, supplies, 
merchandise or other similar matter not on display for direct sale, rental or lease to the ultimate 
consumer or user shall be stored within a completely enclosed building within the NC, 
Neighborhood Commercial District, or within the confines of a 100 percent opaque wall or fence 
not less than five feet high.  Merchandise which is offered for sale may be displayed beyond the 
confines of a building in the NC District.  No storage will be permitted in violation of the 
setback requirements.  
 
    10.  Residential Versus Commercial District Language 
Interpretation Requirements.  Since this is a unique Zoning District that allows both 
residential and commercial uses, there may be some confusion as to how to interpret language in 
City Code pertaining to each type of use.  For interpretation purposes, this district shall be both 
residential and commercial.  If there are conflicting requirements in City Code between 
residential and commercial, the more restrictive requirement will be enforced. 
 
   E.  General Regulations.  Additional requirements for parking, signs, 
fencing, sewage systems and other items are set forth in this Chapter. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #95, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date;  04-15-14 
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 SEC. 11.30.  HB - HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The HB, Highway Business District, is intended to provide a 
district of centralized areas for service oriented enterprises, and for quasi-industrial and 
wholesale enterprises that do not require an industrial setting but have considerable contact and a 
dependence on transient trade and traffic. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In a HB, Highway Business District, no buildings or 
land shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected, structurally altered, or converted or 
enlarged unless otherwise provided herein except for one or more of the following uses and 
others of a similar nature: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
 
    1. Two family dwellings. 
    2. Multiple dwellings and apartment buildings. 
   
    3. Attached dwellings. 
    4. Boarding and lodging houses. 
   
    5. Fraternity, sorority houses whose chief activity is a service 
carried on as a business. 
    6. Automotive agencies selling and displaying new and used 
vehicles. 
    7. Automotive accessory stores service stations, and car wash 
establishments   8. Bowling alleys and roller skating rinks. 
 
    9. Drive-in restaurants, retail stores or service uses. 
    10. Agricultural implement and other construction sales and 
showrooms. 
    11. Motels and camp grounds. 
    12. Professional businesses and governmental offices. 
 
    13. Travel trailer, motor home, recreational equipment, marine 
and boat sales lots. 
    14. Public and truck garage. 
 
    15. Warehouses and wholesale businesses. 
    16. Parking lots, malls and transient corridors 
    17. Automobile repair shops and establishments. 
 
    18.  Veterinary clinics for small animals. 
    19.  Liquor Stores, lounges and private clubs. 
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    20.  Taverns, restaurants and night clubs. 
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    21.  Seasonal produce stands. 
 
    22.  Cafes and restaurants. 
    23.  Bait and sporting goods shops. 
 
    24.  Lumber yards and construction materials sales. 
    25.  Garden and landscaping sales and service. 
    26.  Parks. 
    27.  Fairgrounds 
    28.  Commercial and Private Storage Buildings 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory). 
 
    1.  Private garages. 
 
    2.  Gardens and conservatories for plants and flowers not as a 
business trade or industry. 
 
    3.  The renting of rooms or the providing of table board for not 
more than three persons per single family dwelling. 
 
    4.  Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 
    5.  Bus or taxi loading and unloading facilities. 
 
    6.  Home occupations utilizing not more than one third of the gross 
floor area of the dwelling. 
 
.    7.  Storage of merchandise, solely intended to be retailed by a 
related established principal use. 
 
    8.  Parking lots, malls and transient corridors. 
 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit). 
 
    1.  Churches, private schools, including music and dance schools 
and day care centers and child nurseries. 
 
    2.  Nurseries and greenhouses. 
    3.  Cemeteries. 
 
    4.  Hospitals and rest homes. 
    5. Publicly owned buildings, telephone exchange transformer 
stations and electrical sub-stations, but not to include maintenance. 
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    6.  Neighborhood grocery. 
    7.  Public schools, colleges and universities. 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

426 

    8.  Public parks and playgrounds and recreation, refreshment and 
service buildings in those. 
 
    9.  Mobile home parks and sales lots. 
    10.  Billboards. 
 
    11.  Distributing station for milk and other beverages, carting or 
hauling stations. 
 
    12.  Outdoor or drive-in theatre. 
    13.  Fabricating and light manufacture. 
 
    14. Privately owned commercial outdoor recreational uses 
including, but not limited to, auto and go-cart racing tracks, golf driving ranges, skating rinks 
and tennis clubs. 
    15.  Retail establishments not listed under permitted uses which 
may meet the purpose of the district. 
 
    16.  Solar farm. 
 
    17.  Community solar garden. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  1-29-21 
 
    18.  Offices and other highway businesses, which in the opinion of 
the Planning Commission and Council will not have a detrimental effect on the Central Business 
District. 
 
    19.  On-line auction collection sites. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #98, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  11-29-14 
 
    20.  Precision machining shops. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #101, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  01-27-14 
 
    21.  Residential single-family homes. 
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     Source:  Ordinance #89, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-26-11 
 
   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the HB, Highway Business  
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District, shall be subject to the following restrictions: 
 
    1.  Lot Coverage.  Not more than 30 percent of the gross lot area 
of a lot may be covered by buildings or structures. 
 
    2.  Height Restrictions.  No structure shall be erected which is 
greater than three (3) stories high. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #100, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date;  12-29-14 
 
    3.  Setback Requirements.  All uses shall comply with the  
following setback requirements: 
 
     (a)  No front yard shall be required except that on every lot 
in the district the front of which is directly opposite any of the classes of residential districts 
(across the street) there shall be a front yard of not less than 25 feet which shall not be used to 
provide off-street parking or loading spaces. 

 
     (b)  No rear yard shall be required except that on every lot 
in the district the rear of which abuts or adjoins any of the classes of residential district, there 
shall be a rear yard of a depth equal to not less than twice the width of a side yard required in the 
residential district. 
 
     (c)  No side yard shall be required except that along that 
side of every lot in the district that abuts or adjoins any of the classes of residential districts there 
shall be a side yard of a width not less than twice that required in the residential district it 
borders, which may not be used to provide off-street parking and loading space. 
 
    4.  Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic Requirements. 
 
     (a)  All commercial buildings or structures and their 
accessory uses shall be accessible to and from nearby public streets and sidewalks by driveways 
and walkways surfaced with a hard, all-weather, durable, dust-free material and properly 
drained. 
 
     (b)  Vehicular traffic generated by a commercial use shall 
be channeled and controlled in a manner that will avoid congestion on the public streets, traffic 
hazards, and excessive traffic through residential areas, particularly truck traffic.  The adequacy 
of any proposed traffic circulation system to accomplish these objectives shall be determined by  
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the City Engineer who may require such additional measures for traffic control as he may deem 
necessary, including but not limited to the following:  (1) directional; (2) signalization; (3) 
channelization; (4) standby turn lanes; (5) illumination; and, (6) storage area and distribution  
facilities within the commercial site to prevent back-up of vehicles on public streets. 
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     (c)  No area used by motor vehicles other than driveways 
serving an ingress and egress to the commercial site shall be located within the public street 
right-of-way. 
 
    5.  Screening Requirements.  All principal and accessory uses, 
except business signs, which are situated within 50 feet of a residential district, shall be screened 
from such district by a wall or fence of not less than 90 percent opacity and not less than five nor 
more than seven feet in height above the level of the residential district property at the district 
boundary.  Walls or fences of lesser heights or planting screens may be permitted if there is a 
finding by the Planning Commission that the nature or extent of the use being screened is such 
that a lesser degree of screening will as adequately promote and protect the use and enjoyment of  
the properties within the adjacent residential district, or there is a finding that a screening of the 
type required would interfere with the providing of adequate amounts of light and air to the 
properties.  Loading docks in the HB, Highway Business District, shall be screened so as not to 
be visible from any public street within a residential district. 

   
    6.  Landscaping Requirements.  All exposed ground area 
surrounding or within a principal or accessory use including street boulevards, which are not 
devoted to drives, sidewalks, patios and parking lots or other uses shall be landscaped with grass, 
shrubs, trees or other ornamental landscape materials.  All landscaped areas shall be kept neat, 
clean and uncluttered.  No landscaped area shall be used for the parking of vehicles or the 
storage or display of materials, supplies or merchandise. 
 
    7.  Storage and Display Requirements.  All materials, supplies, 
merchandise or other similar matter not on display for direct sale, rental or lease to the ultimate 
consumer or user shall be stored within a completely enclosed building within the HB, and 
within the confines of a 100 percent opaque wall or fence not less than five feet high.  
Merchandise which is offered for sale may be displayed beyond the confines of a building in the 
HB district.  No storage will be permitted in violation of the setback requirements. 
 
   E.  General Regulations.  Requirements and standards for signs, parking, 
etc., as set forth in this Chapter 
. 
 SEC. 11.31.  CBD - CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The CBD, Central Business District is intended to provide a 
district designed to serve an area of urban functions that are enhanced by central location, ease 
of access and are the type of activities that gain economic advantage from close proximity. 

§ 11.31 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In the CBD, Central Business District, no building 
or land shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected, structurally altered or converted 
or  
enlarged unless otherwise provided herein except for one or more of the following uses and 
others of a similar nature: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
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    1.  Single Family and two family dwellings. 
    2.  Multiple dwellings and apartment buildings. 
 
    3.  Attached dwellings. 
    4.  Boarding and lodging houses. 
 
    5.  Fraternity and sorority houses. 
 
    6.  Commercial establishments offering merchandise of services to 
the general public in return for compensation.  Such establishments to include but not be limited 
to the following: 
 
     (a)  Retail establishments such as groceries, hardware, 
drug, clothing and furniture stores, eating and drinking places, and bakeries. 
 
     (b)  Personal services such as laundries, barber and beauty 
shops, shoe repair shops and photography studios. 
 
     (c)  Professional services such as medical and dental 
clinics, architect and attorney offices. 
     (d)  Repair services such as jewelry, radio and television 
repair shops. 
     (e)  Finance, insurance and real estate services. 
 
      (f)  Entertainment and amusement services such as motion 
picture theaters, bowling alleys. 
 
    7.  Automotive accessory stores, service stations and car wash 
establishments. 
    8.  Business and governmental officer. 
 
    9.  Public and semi-public buildings such as post office, city hall, 
fire and police stations. 
    10.  Private clubs. 
 
    11.  Apartments and condominiums, provided they are located  
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above the first floor. 
     
    12.  Automobile parking lots. 
    13.  On and off-sale liquor establishments. 
    14.  Automobile service stations. 
    15.  Mortuaries. 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory). 
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    1.  Private garages. 
 
    2.  The renting of rooms or the providing of table board for not 
more than three persons per single family dwelling. 
 
    3.  Bus or taxi loading or unloading facilities. 
    4.  Public rest rooms. 
 
    5.  Telephone booth. 
    6.  Storage of merchandise, solely intended to be retailed by a 
related and established principal use. 
 
    7.  Solar energy systems. 

 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit). 
 
    1.  Churches, private schools, including music and dance schools 
and day care centers and child nurseries. 
 
    2.    Nurseries and greenhouses. 
 
    3.  Publicly owned buildings or structures, utility buildings, 
telephone exchange transformer stations and electrical substations, but not to include 
maintenance yards or facilities. 
 
    4.  Home occupations when located in an area not to exceed one 
third of the gross floor area of the dwelling. 
 
    5.  Wholesale businesses. 
    6.  Warehouses. 
 
    7.  Automobile repair shops and establishments. 
 
    8.  Privately owned commercial recreational uses. 
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    9.  Precision machining shops. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #101, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  01-27-15 
 
   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the CBD, Central Business 
District, shall be subject to the following restrictions: 
 
    1.  Lot Coverage.  The floor area ratio (F.A.R.) shall be not 
greater than 2.0. 
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    2.  Height Restrictions.  Structure heights shall be governed by 
the floor area ratio as established in this Chapter. 
 
    3.  Setback Requirements.  All uses shall comply with the  
following setback requirements: 
 
     (a)  There shall be no required minimum front yard or 
exterior side yard setback requirements except that there shall be a required setback from the 
CBD boundaries when the district boundaries are adjacent to a residential zone.  The setback 
shall be the same as required on the adjacent residential lot line. 
 
     (b)  There shall be no required minimum interior side yard 
setback requirements except that when a side yard is provided there shall be a minimum interior 
side yard of five feet provided that the structure contains a solid, fireproof wall.  In the case 
where the structure contains windows and doors on the interior building side yard, a setback 
equal to one-half the height of the structure shall be required. 
 
    4.  Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic Requirements. 
 
     (a)  All commercial buildings or structures and their 
accessory uses shall be accessible to and from nearby public streets and sidewalks by driveways 
and walkways surfaced with a hard, all-weather, durable, dust free material and properly 
drained. 
 
     (b)  Vehicular traffic generated by a commercial use shall 
be channeled and controlled in a manner that will avoid congestion on the public streets, traffic 
hazards and excessive traffic through residential areas, particularly truck traffic.  The adequacy 
of the proposed traffic circulation system to accomplish these objectives shall be determined by 
the City Engineer and traffic safety committee who may require such additional measures for 
traffic control as he may deem necessary, including but not limited to the following:  (1) 
directional; (2) signalization; (3) channelization; (4) standby turn lanes; (5) illumination; and, (6) 
storage area and distribution facilities within the commercial site to prevent back-up of vehicles 
on public streets 
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    5.  Screening Requirements.  Loading docks in the central 
business district may be screened so as not to be visible from any public street or designed so 
that  
they are architecturally harmonious with the principal structure on the site and they shall be 
properly maintained so as not to become unsightly, hazardous or less opaque than when 
originally constructed. 
 
    6.  Landscaping Requirements.  All exposed ground area 
surrounding or within a principal or accessory use including street boulevards, which are not 
devoted to drives, sidewalks, patios and parking lots or other uses shall be landscaped with grass, 
shrubs, trees or other ornamental landscape materials.  All landscaped areas shall be kept neat, 
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clean, and uncluttered.  No landscaped area shall be used for the parking of vehicles or the 
storage or display of materials, supplies or merchandise. 
 
    7.  Storage and Display Requirements.  All materials, supplies, 
merchandise or other similar matter not on display for direct sale, rental or lease to the ultimate 
consumer or user shall be stored within a completely enclosed building within the CBD and with 
the confines of a 100 percent opaque wall or fence not less than five feet high.  Merchandise 
which is offered for sale may be displayed beyond the confines of a building in the CBD but the 
area occupied by such outdoor display shall not constitute a greater number of square feet than 
ten percent of the ground floor area of the building housing the principal use, unless such 
merchandise is of a type customarily displayed outdoors such as garden suppl 
 
   E.  Building Design and Construction.  To provide a CBD, Central 
Business District, with a pleasant visual or aesthetic environment while promoting beauty, order, 
continuity and restraint, the following provisions shall regulate the design and construction of 
buildings in the CBD, Central Business District. 
 
    1.  All exterior wall finishes on a building shall be any single one 
or combination of the following: 
 
     (a)  Face brick. 
     (b)  Natural stone. 
 
     (c)  Especially designed pre-cast concrete units if the 
surfaces have been integrally treated with an applied material or texture. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
     (d)  Factory fabricated and finished framed panel 
construction, if the panel materials be any of those named above, glass, pre-finished metal (other 
than unpainted, galvanized iron), wood, or plastic. 
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     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
     (e)  Other material as may be recommended by the 
Planning Commission and approved by the Council. 
 
     (f)  All subsequent additions and outbuildings constructed 
after the erection of an original building or buildings shall be designed in a manner harmonizing 
with the original architectural design and general appearance. 
 
    2.  The Building Official upon receipt of a request for a building 
permit for construction in the CBD, Central Business District, may, after review of plans and 
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specifications, issue the building permit or refer the application to the Planning Commission. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
    3.  The Planning Commission when reviewing an application for a 
building permit for construction in CBD, shall act only in an advisory and review capacity.  
However, the Planning Commission may make recommendations to the official issuing the 
building permit or to the owners or persons requesting the building permit related to the design 
of the proposed construction. 

 
    4.  Any changes in the design of a proposed construction which 
has been reviewed by the Planning Commission shall be approved by the Planning Commission. 
 
   F.  General Regulations.  Requirements and standards for signs, parking, 
and other items, as set forth in this Chapter. 

          
  Source:  Ordinance No. 500 

     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
  (Sections 11.32 through 11.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
    (Pages 434 through 443 reserved) 
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 SEC. 11.40.  I1 - LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The I1, Light Industrial District, is intended to provide a 
district for light industrial uses which do not detract from an adjacent area of less intense land 
use or become a blighting influence to the area. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In the I1, Light Industrial District, no building or 
land shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected, structurally altered or converted or 
enlarged unless otherwise provided herein, except for one or more of the following uses and 
others of similar nature: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
 
    1.  Assembly plants. 
    2.  Bottling works, including milk bottling or distribution station. 
 
    3.  Cold storage plants and warehousing. 
 
    4.  Carpet cleaning, dry cleaning and dyeing, laundry employing 
any number of persons, provided the cleaning fluid used has a base which is of non-explosive 
material. 
 
    5.  Custom shop for making articles or products sold at retail on 
the premises. 
 
    6.  Electric appliance assembly. 
    7.  Growing, handling, crating, sorting and shipping nursery stock. 
 
    8.  Dry cleaning establishments. 
    9.  Laboratory, research, experimental and testing. 
 
    10.  Manufacture or assembly of medical or dental equipment, 
drafting optical and musical instruments, watches, clocks, games, toys and electronic or 
electrical items. 
 
    11.  Storage and sale of lumber, coal, brick, stone, contractors 
supply yard, provided such use is entirely enclosed within a substantial fence not less than eight 
feet in height. 
 
    12.  Plumbing, heating, glazing, painting, paperhanging, roofing, 
ventilating, and electrical contractors; blacksmith shop, carpentry, soldering, and welding 
establishments. 
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    13.  The manufacturing, compounding, processing and packaging 
of treatment of food products such as bakery goods, candy, cosmetics, dairy products, drugs, 
perfumes, pharmaceuticals, and toiletries. 
 
    14.  The manufacturing, compounding, assembling or treatment of 
articles or merchandise from the following previously prepared materials:  bone, cellophane, 
canvass, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, fiber, fur, glass, hair, horn, leather, paper, plastic, precious or 
semi-precious metals or stones, shell, textiles, tobacco, wood, (excluding planning mill), yarns, 
and paint not requiring a boiling process. 
 
    15.  Any other manufacturing or industrial enterprise, operation or 
process, whether making assembling, repairing, buffing, finishing, plating, polishing, tempering, 
packing, shipping, or storing, provided that any resulting cinders, dust, flashing, fumes, gas, 
noise, odor, refuse, matter, smoke, vapor or vibration is confined effectively to the premises and 
no extra fire hazard is created. 
 
    16.  Printing shop, newspaper plant. 
 
    17.  Railway and motor freight depot or trucking terminal, 
provided that the truck entrance is from and exit to a street where railway is at least 30 feet 
between curbs. 
 
    18.  Storage in bulk of, or warehouse for, such material as building 
material, contractor's equipment, furniture, food, fabrics, hardware, and similar goods when 
entirely contained in an enclosed roofed building; provided that such permitted storage buildings 
shall not store or junk metals, petroleum and other inflammable fluids in above-ground tanks, 
paint and paint materials, discarded or salvaging material, or be used for wrecking or 
dismantling of motor vehicles. 
 
    19.  Sheet metal shop, plumbing supply shop. 
 
    20.  The sale or distribution, storage and distribution of supplies, 
equipment and goods not including bulk petroleum, gasoline or explosives. 
 
    21.  Automobile repairs shops and establishments. 
   
    22.  Veterinary clinics for small animals. 
 
    23.  Commercial and private storage buildings. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #106, 3rd Series 
     Effective:  06-27-16 
 

§ 11.40 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory). 
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    1.  Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 
 
    2.  Bus or taxi loading or unloading facilities. 
 
    3.  Storage of merchandise solely intended to be retailed by a 
related and established principal use. 
 
    4.  Parking lots. 
 
    5.  Solar energy systems. 
 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit). 
 
    1.  Feed mills and elevators. 
    2.  Billboards. 
    3.  Solar farm. 
    4.  Community solar garden. 
 
   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the I1, Light Industrial District 
shall be subject to the following restrictions: 
 
    1.  Lot Width.  No lot shall be less than 100 feet in width. 
 
    2.  Lot Coverage.  No more than 50 percent of the gross lot area 
of a lot may be covered by buildings or structures. 
 
    3.  Setback Requirements.  All principal uses shall comply with 
the following setback requirements: 
 
     (a)  Front yard, a minimum of 25 feet. 
     (b)  Rear yard, a minimum of 15 feet. 
 
     (c)  Interior side yard, a minimum of 15 feet. 
     (d)  Street side yard, a minimum of 25 feet. 
 
     (e)  No building shall be erected closer than 30 feet to any 
boundary line which separates an I1, Light Industrial District, from an RF, R or RM, Residence 
District.  The areas between buildings in the I1 District and such streets and boundaries of an 
RF, R or RM Residence District shall be a buffer strip which is planted with grass, shrubs, or 
trees and shall be continuously maintained by the I1 property owner. 
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     (f)  No building shall be erected closer than 30 feet to the 
right-of-way line of any State Highway, major or secondary thoroughfare, or to any County 
Highway or rad in use by the public prior to the creation of an I1, Light Industrial District, 
which serves as the boundary line of such a district. 
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    4.  Landscaping Requirements.  All open areas of any site, lot, 
tract or parcel shall be graded to provide proper drainage, and except for areas used for parking, 
drives, or storage, shall be landscaped with trees, shrubs, ornamental landscape materials, or 
planted ground cover.  Plans for the landscaping and screening shall be submitted for approval to 
the City before any permit shall be issued.  The plan shall show the location, type, quality and  
size of all existing and proposed trees and plantings in or proposed for the landscaping area.  No  
certificate of occupancy shall be issued until the landscaping is completed in accordance with the 
approved plans.  It shall be the owner's responsibility to see that this landscaping is maintained 
in an attractive and well kept condition.  All vacant lots, tracts or parcels shall also be properly 
maintained. 
 
    5.  Storage of Materials.  No accessory building shall be 
constructed to permit the keeping of articles, goods or materials in the open or exposed to public 
view.  When necessary to store or keep such materials in the open, the lot or area shall be fenced 
with a screening fence at least six feet high.  Such storage shall be limited to the rear two-thirds 
of the property. 
 
    6.  Noise.  Noise emanating from manufacturing processes shall 
not be audible beyond 300 feet from the boundary limits of the district. 
 
    7.  Glare, Fumes, Heat.  No glare, fumes, or heat shall be 
produced in any building in this district which is noticeable at a distance of more than 50 feet 
from the building in which it is produced. 
 
    8.  Exterior Lighting.  Any lights used for exterior illumination 
shall be directed away from adjacent properties. 
 
    9.  Waste Material.  Waste material shall not be washed into the 
public storm sewer system without first having received a permit to do so from the director of 
utilities.  If the permit is not granted, a method of disposal shall be devised which will not 
require additional land for continual operation, will not cause a detrimental effect to the adjacent 
land and the waste disposal plan shall be submitted to the Planning Commission and City 
Council for approval.  All solid waste material, debris, refuse or garbage shall be kept within a 
completely enclosed building or properly contained in a closed contained and stored in racks 
designed for such purpose. 
 
    10.  Drainage.  In the development, improvement or alteration of 
land, the natural direction of drainage shall not be changed unless plans for the development are  
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submitted to the City and unless the change is approved by the Council.  Run-off shall be 
properly channeled into a storm drain, water course, or ponding area. 
 
    11.  Erosion and Sediment Control.  In any development, 
improvement, or alteration of land, a plan will be presented with the site plans which will show  
the measures to be taken before, during, and after construction to prevent erosion and to control 
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any sedimentation that may occur on or adjacent to the site because of the development.  This 
plan may include seeding or sodding procedures, special grading for berms, terraces, settling 
ponds, dikes or channels or other appropriate procedures. 
 
    12.  Inspections and Testing for Compliance.  In order to assure 
compliance with the standards set forth above, the Council may require the owner or operator of 
any permitted use to make such investigations and tests as may be required to insure adherence 
to the standards.  Such investigation and tests as are required to be made shall be carried out by 
an independent testing organization as may be selected by the Council after 30 days notice.  The 
costs incurred in having such investigations or tests disclose non-compliance with the 
performance standards, in which event the entire investigation or testing cost shall be paid by the 
owner or operator.  The procedure above stated shall not preclude the City from making any 
tests and investigations it finds appropriate to determine compliance with these performance 
standards. 
 
    13.  Additional District Requirements.  Additional district 
requirements may be imposed to establish a I1, Light Industrial District, which will best serve 
the general welfare and benefit of the entire City. 
 
   E.  General Regulations.  Requirements and standards for signs, parking, 
and other items as set forth in this Chapter. 
 
 SEC. 11.41.  I2 - HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The I2, Heavy Industrial District, is intended to provide a 
district for heavy industrial uses and intensive land use. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  Within the Heavy Industrial District, no building or 
land shall be used in whole or in part, and no building shall be hereafter erected, converted or 
structurally altered, unless otherwise provided, except for one or more of the following uses: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal). 
 
    1.  Any principal use permitted in the I1, Light Industrial District 
 
    2.  Any business, commercial or industrial uses which are not 
likely to create hazards of fire, explosion, noise, vibration, dust, lint or the emission of smoke,  
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odor or toxic gases comparable to those uses requiring a special use permit as delineated below. 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory).  Any accessory use permitted in the I1, 
Light Industrial District 

 
   C.  Conditional Uses (Required a Conditional Use Permit).  The 
following uses having accompanying hazards, such as fire, explosion, noise, dust, vibration, lint 
or the emission of smoke, odor or toxic gases, may, if not in conflict with any law of the State of 
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Minnesota or City Code provision, be located in the I2, Heavy Industrial District, only after the 
location and nature of such use shall have been approved by the Council, after a public hearing 
and recommendation by the Planning Commission: 
 
    1.  Conditional uses as permitted in the I1, Light Industrial District 
 
    2.  Automobile wrecking and junk yards, provided such use as 
conducted is entirely enclosed within a solid substantial fence, except for gates, not less than 
eight feet in height.  The term "solid" as herein used shall mean a fence having an opacity of 100 
percent. 
 
    3.  Battery manufacture, tire recapping or retreading. 
    4.  Boiler or take works. 
     
    5.  Brewery or malt houses. 
    6.  Brick, pottery, tile or terra cotta manufacture. 
 
    7.  Cement products and ready-mix plants. 
    8.  Foundry or metal fabricating plant. 
 
    9.  Food processing, smoking, curing, canning. 
    10.  Freight terminal and yard. 
  
    11.  Glass and plastics manufacture. 
 
    12.  Grain elevator and grain drying or food manufacture from 
refuse, mash or grain. 
   
    13.  Iron, steel, brass or copper processing 
    14.  Oiled or rubber goods manufacture. 
 
    15.  Power forge riveting, hammering, punching, chipping, 
drawing, rolling or rumbling of iron, steel, brass or copper. 
 
    16.  Quarrying, extracting, grinding, crushing and processing of  
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minerals and earths. 
 
    17.  Acid, alcohol and gas manufacture. 
    18.  Ammonia bleaching powder or chlorine manufacture. 
    19.  Asphalt manufacture or refining. 
    20.  Cement, lime, gypsum or plaster of paris manufacturing. 
 
    21.  Paint, oil, petroleum manufacturing and storage. 
 
    22.  Rendering plants, meat process and tanning of hides. 
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    23.  Slaughter of animals. 
    24.  Solar farm. 
    25.  Community solar garden. 
 
   D.  District Requirements.  All uses in the I2, Heavy Industrial District 
shall be subject to the following conditions: 
 
    1.  Lot Width.  No lot shall be less than 100 feet in width. 
 
    2.  Lot Coverage.  No more than 70 percent of the gross lot area 
of a lot may be covered by buildings or structures. 
 
    3.  Setback Requirements.  All principal uses shall comply with 
the following setback requirements: 
 
     (a)  No front yard shall be required except where the 
frontage on one side of the street between two streets intersecting said street is located partly in 
the I2, Heavy Industrial District, and partly in a residence district, or the frontage of the I2, 
Heavy Industrial District is directly across the street from a residence district, in which cases 
there shall be a minimum front yard of 50 feet. 
 
     (b)  No rear yard shall be required except where the rear of 
a lot in the I2, Heavy Industrial District abuts on the rear side of a lot in a residence district, in 
which case, there shall be a minimum rear yard of 75 feet. 
 
     (c)  No side yard shall be required except on that side of a 
lot abutting upon the side of a lot in a residence district, in which case there shall be a side year 
of not less than 50 feet. 
 
     (d)  The areas between buildings or structures in the I2 
District and such streets and boundaries of an RF, R or RM Residence District shall be a buffer 
strip which is planted with grass, shrubs or trees and shall be continuously maintained by the I2 
property owner. 
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    4.  Landscaping Requirements.  All open areas of any site, lot, 
tract or parcel shall be graded to provide proper drainage and except for areas used for parking, 
drives, or storage, shall be landscaped with trees, shrubs, ornamental landscape materials, or 
planted ground cover.  Plans for the landscaping and screening shall be submitted for approval to 
the City before any permit shall be issued.  The plan shall show the location, type, quality and 
size of all existing and proposed trees and plantings in, or proposed for the landscaping area.  No 
certificate of occupancy shall be issued until the landscaping is completed in accordance with the 
approved plans.  It shall be the owner's responsibility to see that this landscaping is maintained 
in an attractive and well kept condition.  All vacant lots, tracts or parcels shall also be properly 
maintained. 
 
    5.  Storage of Materials.  No accessory building shall be 
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constructed to permit the keeping of articles, goods or materials in the open or exposed to public 
view.  When necessary to store or keep such materials in the open, the lot or area shall be fenced 
with a screening fence at least six feet high.  Such storage shall be limited to the rear two-thirds 
of the property. 
 
    6.  Noise.  Noise emanating from manufacturing processes shall 
not be audible beyond 300 feet from the boundary limits of the district. 
 
    7.  Glare, Fumes, Heat.  No glare, fumes or heat shall be 
produced in any building in this district which is noticeable at a distance of more than 50 feet 
from the building in which it is produced. 
 
    8.  Exterior Lighting.  Any lights used for exterior illumination 
shall be directed away from adjacent properties. 
 
    9.  Waste Material.  Waste material shall not be washed into the 
public storm sewer system without first having received a permit to do so from the Director of 
Utilities.  If the permit is not granted, a method of disposal shall be devised which will not 
require additional land for continual operation, will not cause a detrimental effect to the adjacent 
land and the disposal plan shall be submitted to the Planning Commission and Council for 
approval.  All solid waste material, debris, refuse or garbage shall be kept within a completely 
enclosed building or properly contained in a closed container and stored in racks designed for 
such purpose.  
 
    10.  Drainage.  In the development, improvement or alteration of 
land, the natural direction of drainage shall not be changed unless  plans for the development are 
submitted to the City and unless the change is approved by the Council.  Run-off shall be 
properly channeled into a storm drain, water course, or ponding area. 
 
    11.  Erosion and Sediment Control.  In any development, 
improvement or alteration of land, a plan will be presented with the site plans which will show  
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the measures to be taken before, during and after construction.  This plan may include seeding or 
sodding procedures, special grading for berms, terraces, settling ponds, dikes or channels, or 
other appropriate procedures. 
 
    12.  Inspections and Testing for Compliance.  In order to assure 
compliance with the standards set forth above, the Council may require the owner or operator of 
any permitted use to make such investigations and tests as may be required to adhere to the 
standards.  Such investigation and tests as are required to be made shall be carried out by an 
independent testing organization as may be selected by the Council after 30 days' notice.  The 
costs incurred in having such investigations or tests disclose non-compliance with the 
performance standards, in which event the entire investigation or testing cost shall be paid by the  
owner or operator.  The procedure above stated shall not preclude the City from making any 
tests and investigations it finds appropriate to determined compliance with these performance 
standards. 
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    13.  Additional District Requirements.  Additional district 
requirements may be imposed to establish an I2, Heavy Industrial District, which will best serve 
the general welfare of the entire City. 
 
   E.  General Regulations.  Requirements and standards for signs, parking, 
and other items as set forth in this Chapter. 
       
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
  (Sections 11.42 through 11.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 453 through 462 reserved) 
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 SEC. 11.50.  MC - MUNICIPAL CONSERVANCY DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The MC District is provided to protect the integrity of 
sensitive natural resources and the aesthetic beauty of the natural areas in and around the City of 
Morris, while at the same time providing the opportunity for compatible use and development of 
land within the District.  All uses and development of areas within the District must be reviewed 
and approved by the Planning Commission and the Council. 
 
Areas that may be zoned MC may include but are not limited to:  Lakeshore areas, floodplain 
areas, ground water source areas, wetlands, native prairie areas and forested areas. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Use Regulations.  In an MC, Municipal Conservancy District, no land 
shall be used except in the following manner: 
 
   A.  Permitted Uses (Principal) 
 
    1.   General agricultural pasture and cropland uses, including 
agricultural buildings, but not including agricultural and commercial feedlots 
    2. Public parks and public campgrounds 
    3. Tree farms 
    4. Nature preserves 
    5. Wildlife management areas 
    6. Bow hunting and firearm hunting outside the City limits  
must be in compliance with Department of Natural Resources regulations 
 
   B.  Permitted Uses (Accessory) 
 
    1. Public waters accesses 
    2. Bike/hike trails 
    3. Public utilities  
    4. Solar Energy Systems 
  
   C..  Conditional Uses (Requires a Conditional Use Permit) 
 
    1. Single family residential use not exceeding one dwelling 
unit per 5 acres 
    2. Public educational facilities 
    3. Retail sale of agricultural products to the general public 
    4. Cemeteries 
    5. Home occupations 
    6. Parking areas (lighted and non lighted) 
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    7. Private campgrounds 
    8. Public or private recreational facilities 
    9. Billboards and signs 
             10. Agricultural uses that require center-pivot irrigation 
systems, agricultural and commercial feedlots, subject to the following restrictions: 
 
     (a) It shall in no way pollute any lake, wetlands, 
stream, 
or other waterway. 
     (b) It shall not pollute the ground water of the area in 
any way. 
     (c) An uncovered enclosure containing the animals 
shall provide a minimum of four hundred (400) square feet per animal for cattle. 
     (d) Any new or expanded commercial feedlot shall 
not be located within one-half (1/2) mile of concentration of ten (10) or more dwelling units 
located on ten (10) or less acres. 
 
   D.   Prohibited Uses.  The following uses shall NOT be allowed 
within the MC-Municipal Conservancy Zoning District: 
 
    1. Commercial uses 
    2. Industrial uses 
    3. Single family residential uses with a density exceeding one 
unit per 5 acres 
    4. Duplex or multi-family residential uses 
    5. Extractive uses 
    6. Communication towers 
    7. Livestock waste lagoon 
    8. Junkyard/Salvage Depot 
    9. Solar Farm 
             10. Community Solar Garden 
 
   E. District Requirements. 
 
    1.  Structure Setbacks. 
     a. No permanent or temporary structure shall be 
placed 
or constructed within the following prescribed setbacks. 
 

Setback From Setback Distance 
Pomme de Terre River 300 feet 
Other public waters 150 feet 
County/local roads 150 feet 
State highways 150 feet 
Side or rear property line 50 feet 
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     b.   No agricultural uses shall be conducted within the 
following prescribed setbacks. 
 
  Agricultural Uses 

Setback From 
Agricultural 

Feedlot 
Commercial 

Feedlot Pasture Cropland 
Pomme de Terre River from 
high water mark 500 1000 35 100 
Other public waters from high 
water mark 1000 1000 35 100 
County/local roads from edge 
of right of way 75 75 20 20 
State highways from edge of 
right of way 75 75 40 40 
Side or rear property line 50 50 0 0 
Residential structure 600 1000 0 0 

 
    2.  No permanent or temporary structure that has the potential to 
contaminate the ground water shall be placed in an area designated as a composite one-year 
(emergency) wellhead protection area by the City of Morris except city buildings designed for 
this area. 
 
    3.  Structure Height.  No permanent or temporary structure 
exceeding 25 feet in height shall be placed or constructed. 
 
    4.  Screening.  All structures or accessory uses shall be effectively 
screened.  The City of Morris Planning Commission shall review and approve all screening plans 
prior to the issuance of a building permit. 
 
    5.  No permanent structure shall be placed or constructed within 
the flood plain or flood fringe area of the Pomme de Terre River. 
 
    6.  Non Conforming Use.  Any non-conforming use of land or 
structure shall be allowed to continue in its current location and its current size.  No expansion, 
movement or alterations that intensify or physically expand or extend the non-conforming use 
shall be allowed unless the operation is brought into compliance with the provisions of this 
chapter. 
 
    7.  Discontinuance.  In the event that a non-conforming use of any 
building or premises is discontinued or normal operation stopped for a period of one (1) year, 
the use of the same shall thereafter conform to the regulations of the MC, Municipal 
Conservancy Zone.  In the event that a non-conforming sign is discontinued or normal operation 
is stopped for six (6) months, the use of the same shall thereafter conform to the regulations of 
the MC, Municipal Conservancy Zone. 
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   F.  Definitions. 
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    1.  Accessory Uses.  A use clearly incidental or accessory to the 
principal use of a lot or a building located on the same lot as the accessory use. 
 
    2.  Agriculture.  The art or science of cultivating the soil and 
activities incidental thereto; the growing of soil crops in the customary manner on open tracts of 
land; the accessory raising of livestock and poultry on agricultural feedlots; farming. 
 
    3.  Allowed Uses.  Allowed uses of land or buildings, as listed, 
shall be permitted in the districts indicated under the conditions specified. 
 
    4.  Commercial Uses.  Use or establishment pertaining to 
commerce, or mercantile for the sale, lease, rental or trade of products, goods and services, 
having financial gain as its purpose, excluding public utilities, agricultural uses and industrial 
uses. 
 
    5.  Conditional Uses.  Conditional uses of land or buildings, as 
listed, may be allowed in the district indicated, subject to the issuance of Conditional Use 
Permits, in accordance with the provisions of Sect. 11.13. 
 
    6.  Extractive Uses.  Any artificial excavation of the earth; dug, 
excavated, or made by the removal from the natural surface of the earth of sod, soil, sand, 
gravel, stone, or other matter or made by tunneling or breaking or undermining the surface of the 
earth.  Excavations ancillary to other construction of any installation erected or to be erected, 
built, or placed thereon at a time coinciding with or immediately following such excavations and 
covering or to cover such excavations when completed are excepted, if a permit has been issued 
for such construction or installation. 
 
    7.  Feedlots.  The confined feeding, breeding, raising, or holding 
of livestock or poultry in enclosures specifically designed as confinement areas where animal 
wastes may accumulate.  This shall not include areas normally used for pasture. 
 
    8.  Feedlot, Commercial.  Commercial feedlots as a primary use 
(not meeting the requirements of an agricultural feedlot). 
 
    9.  Feedlot, Agricultural.  An accessory use incidental to, and 
situated on a parcel of land contiguous to, a farming operation under the same ownership or 
interest.  An agricultural feedlot shall not occupy more than five (5) percent of the land area of 
the farm. 
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    10.  Industrial Use.  Use or establishment for the production, 
manufacture, warehousing, storage or transfer of goods, products, commodities or other 
wholesale items, but where the sale or use thereof is not generally conducted on the premises. 
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    11.  Junkyard/Salvage Depot.  Land or buildings where waste, 
discarded or salvaged materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, cleaned, packed, 
disassembled, or handled, including but not limited to scrap metal, rags, paper, rubber products, 
glass products, lumber products and products resulting from the wrecking of automobiles or 
other vehicles. 
 
    12.  Pasture.  An area grazed by domesticated livestock. 
 
    13.  Public water. 
 
     a.  Waters of the state that have been finally determined to 
be public waters or navigable waters by a court of competent jurisdiction; 
 
     b.  Meandered lakes, excluding lakes that have been legally 
drained; 
 
     c.  Water basins previously designated for management for 
a specific purpose such as trout lakes and game lakes pursuant to applicable laws; 
      
     d.  Water basins located within and totally surrounded by 
publicly owned lands; 
    
     e.  Water basins where the State of Minnesota or the 
federal government holds title to any of the beds or shores, unless the owner declares that the 
water is not necessary for the purposes of the public ownership; 
 
     f.  Water basins where there is a publicly owned and 
controlled access that is intended to provide for public access to the water basin; 
 
     g.  Natural and altered watercourses with a total drainage 
area greater than two square miles. 
 
     h.  Natural and altered watercourses designated as trout 
streams. 
 
    14.  Setback.  The minimum horizontal distance between a 
building, lake, river, property line, and a road right of way.  The distance from a lake and river is 
measured from the normal high water mark. 
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    15.  Structure.  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which 
requires location on the ground or attachment to something having a location on the ground. 

 
      Source:  Ordinance No. 63, 3rd Series 
      Effective Date:  05/01/06 
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  (Sections 11.51 through 11.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.)
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 SEC. 11.60.  PUD - PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  The purposes of this Section are: 
 
   A.  To encourage a more creative and efficient development of land and 
its improvements than is possible under the more restrictive application of zoning requirements 
such as lot sizes and building setbacks, while at the same time meeting the standards and 
purposes of the Comprehensive Plan and preserving the health, safety, and welfare of the 
citizens of the City. 
 
   B.  To allow for a mixture of residential units in an integrated and well-
planned area. 
 
   C.  To ensure concentration of open space into more usable areas, and the 
preservation of the natural resources of the site including wetlands, woodlands, steeps slopes, 
and scenic areas. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
   D.  To facilitate the economical provision of streets and public utilities. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Permitted Uses.  Dwelling units in detached, clustered, semi-detached, 
attached or multi-storied structures or combinations thereof and customary accessory uses. 
 
  Subd. 3.  General Requirements.  A conditional use permit shall be required of 
all planned unit developments.  The City may approve the planned unit development only if it is 
found that the development satisfies all the following standards: 
 
   A.  The proposed planned unit development is in conformance with the 
Comprehensive Plan.  At a minimum, the City shall find that the planned unit development does 
not conflict with the Comprehensive Plan with regards to the following: 
 
    1.  The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, 
schools, streets, and other public facilities and utilities which serve or are proposed to serve the 
area. 
 
    2.  The use is reasonably related to the overall needs of the City 
and is compatible with the surrounding land use. 
 
    3.  The planned unit development is an effective and unified 
treatment of the development possibilities on the project site and the development plans provide 
for the preservation of unique natural amenities such as streams, stream banks, wooded cover, 
rough terrain, and similar areas. 
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    4.  The uses proposed will not have an undue and adverse impact 
on the reasonable enjoyment of neighborhood property, and will not be detrimental to 
surrounding uses. 
 
   B.  The planned unit development meets or exceeds the following 
development criteria: 
 
    1.  A minimum of two (2) principal structures are proposed. 
    2.  The tract is at least five (5) acres in size. 
 
   C.  The use is consistent with the requirements of this Chapter. 
 
   D.  The planned unit development can be planned and developed to 
harmonize with any existing or proposed development in the areas surrounding the project site. 
 
   E.  Each phase of the proposed development is of sufficient size, 
composition, and arrangement so that its construction, marketing, and operation are feasible as to 
complete unit, and that provision for and construction of dwelling units and common open space 
are balanced and coordinated.  In addition, the total development is designed in such a manner as 
to form a desirable and unified environment within its own boundaries. 
 
   F.  Financing is available to the applicant on conditions and in an amount 
which is efficient to assure completion of the planned unit development.  To evidence this 
finding, a written statement of financial feasibility which is accepted by the City shall be 
submitted by the applicant. 
 
   G.  One (1) individual has been designated by the property owners(s) to 
be in control of the development. 
 
   H.  It is reasonable to anticipate that the entire planned unit development 
will be fully platted in final form within five (5) years of approving the preliminary development 
plan. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Density Transfer. 
 
   A.  In order to encourage the protection of natural resources, to allow 
limited development in an area with unusual building characteristics due to subsoil 
characteristics or to encourage creative land use, a density transfer system may be allowed 
whereby lot sizes smaller than that normally required in a district will be allowed on the 
developable land in return for leaving the natural resource areas open from development.  The 
number of dwelling units proposed for the entire site shall not exceed the total number permitted 
under the density indicated in the Comprehensive Plan where the land is located. If the planned  
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must be separately calculated for each portion of the planned unit development that is in a 
separate area, and must then be combined to determine the number of dwelling units allowable 
in the entire planned unit development. 
 
   B.  The Zoning Administrator shall determine the number of dwelling 
units which may be constructed within the planned unit development by dividing the gross 
acreage of the project area by the maximum allowable density as set forth in this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Coordination with Subdivision Chapter. 
 
   A.  It is the intent of this Chapter that subdivision review under the 
Subdivision Chapter be carried out simultaneously with the review of a planned unit 
development under this Section. 
 
   B.  The plans required under this Section must be submitted in a form 
which will satisfy the requirements of the Subdivision Chapter for the Preliminary and Final 
Plats required under the Subdivision Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Pre-Application Meeting.  Prior to the submission of any plan to the 
Planning Commission, the applicant shall meet with the Zoning Administrator and, if necessary, 
with the Planning Commission to discuss the contemplated project relative to community 
development objectives for the area in question and to learn the procedural steps and exhibits 
required.  This includes the procedural steps for a Conditional Use Permit and a Preliminary 
Plat.  The applicant may submit the simple sketch plat at this stage for informal review and 
discussion.  The applicant is urged to avail himself or herself of the advice and assistance of the 
planning staff to facilitate the review of the preliminary development plan and Preliminary Plat. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Preliminary Development Plan. 
 
   A.  An applicant shall make an application for a Conditional Use Permit 
following the procedural steps as set forth in this Chapter. 
 
   B.  In order to grant approval to a Conditional Use Permit as required by 
this Section, or to grant approval to a preliminary development plan, the Council shall find that 
the planned unit development complies with the requirements as established in this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Preliminary Development Plan Documentation.  The following 
exhibits shall be submitted by the developer as part of the application for a Conditional Use 
Permit, as required by the Zoning Administrator and the Planning Commission.   
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   A.  An explanation of the character and need for the planned development 
and the manner in which it has been planned to take advantage of the planned development 
regulations. 
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   B.  A statement of proposed financing of the planned unit development. 
 
   C.  A statement of the present ownership of all of the land included within 
the planned development and a list of property owners within three hundred (300) feet of the 
outer boundaries of the property. 
 
   D.  A general indication of the expected schedule of development 
including sequential phasing and time schedules. 
 
   E.  A map giving the legal description of the property including 
approximately total acreage and also indicating existing property lines and dimensions, 
ownership of all parcels, platting, easements, street right of way, utilities (see PUD Utilities), 
and buildings for the property, and for the area three hundred fifty (350) feet beyond. 
 
   F.  Natural features map or maps of the property and area three hundred 
fifth (350) feet beyond showing contour lines at no more than two (2) foot intervals, drainage 
patterns, wetlands, vegetation, soil and subsoil condition. 
 
   G.  A map indicating proposed land uses including housing units and 
types, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, and open space uses. 
 
   H.  Full description as to how all necessary governmental services will be 
provided to the development including sanitary sewers, storm sewers, water systems, streets and 
other public utilities. 
 
   I.  An engineering report presenting results of a soils review of the site.  If 
conditions warrant, soil boring of the site may also be required. 
 
   J.  Any additional information requested by the Planning Commission and 
Council that may be required for clarification of the proposed project. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Preliminary Plat.  The applicant shall also submit a preliminary plat 
and all the necessary documentation of all or that portion of the project to be platted as required 
under the Subdivision Chapter.  For purposes of administrative simplification, the public 
hearings required for the Conditional Use Permit and Preliminary Plat may be combined into 
one hearing or may be held concurrently. 
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  Subd. 10.  Final Development Plan. 
 
   A.  Within sixty (60) days of Council approval of the preliminary 
development plan and the Preliminary Plat, the applicant shall file with the Zoning 
Administrator a final development plan and the Final Plat shall contain those changes as 
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recommended by the Planning Commission and approved by the Council during the preliminary 
review process. 
 
   B.  The Zoning Administrator shall submit the final development plan and 
the Final Plat to the Planning Commission for review. 
 
   C.  The Commission shall review the final development plan and Final 
Plat and make its recommendation to the Council within sixty (60) days of receiving the final 
development plan and Final Plat. 
 
   D.  The Council shall review the final development plan and act on the 
Final Plat within sixty (60) days of receiving the recommendation of the Planning Commission.  
The Council shall given notice and provide opportunity to be heard on the final development 
plan to any person who has indicated to the Council in writing that he/she wishes to be notified. 
 
   E.  If the final development plan is approved by the Council, the Zoning 
Administrator shall issue a Conditional Use Permit for the total development to the applicant, 
said Permit to include any and all conditions as required by the preliminary development plan 
and the final development plan. 
 
   F.  Once the final development plan and the Final Plat have been 
approved, the Final Plat shall be filed with the County Recorder's office. 
 
   G.  A building permit may thereafter be issued for the area which is in 
compliance with the approved plans without further review of the plans by the City. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Enforcing Development Schedule. 
 
   A.  The construction and provision of all of the common open spaces and 
public and recreational facilities which are shown on the final development plan must proceed at 
the same rate as the construction of dwelling units.  At least once every six (6) months following 
the approval of the final development, the Zoning Administrator shall review all of the building 
permits issued for the planned development and examine the construction which has taken place 
on the site. 
 
   B. If he/she shall find that the rate of construction of dwelling units is 
faster than the rate at which common open space and public and recreational facilities have been 
constructed and provided, he/she shall forward this information to the Council, which may 
revoke the Conditional Use Permit.  If the developer or landowners fail to complete the open  
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spaces and recreation areas within sixty (60) days after the completion of the remainder of the 
project, the City may finish the open space area and assess the cost back to the developer or 
landowner. 
 
  Subd. 12.  Conveyance and Maintenance of Common Open Space. 
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   A.  All land shown on the final development plan as common open space 
must be conveyed under one of the following methods at the discretion of the City: 
 
    1.  It may be conveyed to a public agency which will agree to 
maintain the common open space and any buildings structures or improvements which have been 
placed on it. 
 
    2. It may be conveyed to a corporation, developer, homeowner 
association(incorporated or non-incorporated) or trustee provided in an indenture establishing 
association or similar organization for the maintenance of the planned development.  The 
common open space must be conveyed to the party involved subject to covenants approved by 
the Council which restrict the common open space to the uses specified on the final development 
plan, and which provide for the maintenance of the common open space in a manner which 
assures its continuing use for its intended space. 
 
   B.  If the common open space is conveyed to a private party and is not 
maintained properly to standards established by the City, the City shall have the authority to 
maintain the property and assess the costs incurred back to the land benefitted by the 
improvement. 
 
  Subd. 13.  Standards for Common Open Space.  No open area may be 
accepted as common open space under the provisions of this Chapter unless it meets the 
following standards: 
 
   A.  The location, shape, size and character of the common open space 
must be suitable for the planned development. 
 
   B.  Common open space must be used for amenity or recreational 
purposes.  The uses authorized for the common open space must be appropriate to the scale and 
character of the planned development, considering the size, density, expected population, 
topography, and the number and type of dwellings to be provided. 
 
   C.  Common open space must be suitably improved for its intended use, 
but common open space containing natural features worthy of preservation may be left 
unimproved.  The buildings, structures and improvements which are permitted in the common 
open space must be appropriate to the uses which are authorized for the common open space and  
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must conserve and enhance the amenities of the common open space having regard to its 
topography and unimproved condition. 
 
  Subd. 14.  PUD Review and Amendments. 
 
   A.  Annual Review.  The Zoning Administrator and Planning 
Commission shall review all PUDs within the City by March 1 of each year and shall make a 
report to the Council on the status of the development in each of the PUD Districts.  If the 
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Commission find that development has not occurred within one (1) year after the original 
approval of the conditional use for the PUD, the Commission may recommend that the Council 
revoke the Conditional Use Permit as set forth in this Chapter. 
 
   B.  Revision to the PUD. 
 
    1.  Changes in the location, placement, and heights of buildings or 
structures may be authorized by the Zoning Administrator if required by the Zoning 
Administrator if required by engineering or other circumstances not foreseen at the time the 
Final Plan was approved. 
 
    2.  Approval of the Planning Commission and the Council shall be 
required for other changes such as rearrangement of lots, blocks and building tracts.  These 
changes shall be consistent with the purpose and intent of the approved final development plan. 
 
   C.  Amendments to the PUD.  Any amendment to the PUD shall require 
the same procedures as for the application for a Conditional Use Permit as set forth in this 
Chapter. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
  (Sections 11.61 through 11.69, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
    (Pages 476 through 485 reserved) 
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  11.70 
 
 SEC. 11.70.  PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.  The performance standards 
established in this Section are designed to encourage a high standard of development by 
providing assurance that neighboring land uses will be compatible.  The performance standards 
are designed to prevent and eliminate those conditions that cause blight or are detrimental to the 
environment. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Access Drives and Access. 
 
   A.  Access drives may be placed adjacent to property lines except that 
drives consisting of crushed rock or other non-finished surfacing shall be no closer than five (5) 
feet to any side or rear lot line.  The number and type of access drive onto major streets may be 
controlled and limited in the interests of public safety and efficient traffic flow. 
 
   B.  Access drives onto county roads shall require a review by the County 
Engineer.  The County Engineer shall determine the appropriate location, size, and design of 
such access drives and may limit the number of access drives in the interests of public safety and 
efficient traffic flow. 
 
   C.  Access drives to principal structures which traverse wooded, steep or 
open field areas shall be constructed and maintained to a width and base material depth sufficient 
to support access by emergency vehicles.  The Zoning Administrator shall review all access 
drives.  The Zoning Administrator shall review all access drives (driveways) for compliance 
with accepted community access drive standards. 
 
   D.  All lots or parcels shall have direct adequate physical access for 
emergency vehicles along the frontage of the lot or parcel from either an existing dedicated 
public roadway, or an existing private roadway approved by the City Council. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Private Driveways.  All private driveways to or from public streets 
shall be subject to the following restrictions: 
 
   A.  Driveway Widths:   Driveway widths shall be a maximum of 36’-0” 
for a single family home or 48’-0” for a duplex with side-by-side garages.  For garages less than 
three (3) stalls or 32’-0”, the driveway shall not exceed the width of the garage, plus 4’-0” as it 
meets the property line.  The driveway width is measured from the edges of the driveway at the 
property line, excluding any returns that start along the edge of the driveway and meet the street 
curb.  If a series of garages are joined, a 2’-0” grass area must separate each driveway from the 
garage to the street.  This requirement does not apply to a series of garages abutting an alley or 
parking lot. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #65, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-15-06 
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   B.  Minimum Driveway Angle to Streets:  45 degrees when street is one 
way or divided, otherwise 90 degrees. 
 
   C.  Minimum Distance of Driveway from Street Intersection:  
Measured along street curb line between intersecting street curb and driveway end of return shall 
be as follows: 
 
If the driveway and the intersecting     and driveway enters lane 
enters a street street is classified     approaching or leaving an 
classified as a: as a:                      intersection, then the 
              minimum distance of  
                     driveway from street   
              intersection shall be 
              as follows:               
 
                        
              approaching leaving 
 
Minor Residential Minor Residential      15 feet    15 feet 
Street Street, Collector 
 Street, or Minor Arterial 
 
 Major Arterial        20 feet    20 feet 
                      
Collector Street Minor Residential St.     25 feet    15 feet 
or Minor Arterial 
 
 Collector, Minor Arterial   25 feet    20 feet 
 
 Major Arterial        35 feet    20 feet 
 
Major Arterial Minor Residential St.     20 feet    15 feet 
 
 Collector, Minor Arterial   25 feet    15 feet 
 
 Major Arterial        40 feet    20 feet 
 
   D.  The City may prohibit the construction of a private driveway entering 
collector or arterial streets when the use of that driveway may create a traffic hazard. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Accessory Buildings or Structures (Unattached).  Unattached 
accessory buildings or structures in any zone shall be subject to the following conditions: 
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   A.  Dwelling Unit.  No accessory building or structure constructed on any 
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lot prior to the time of construction of the principle building to which it is accessory shall be 
used for living purposes or as a dwelling unit. 
 
   B.  Area.  No detached accessory building or structure shall occupy more 
than thirty percent of the area of a required yard. 
 
   C.  Height.  No detached accessory building or structure shall exceed the 
height of the principal building or structure. 
 
   D.  Setbacks. 
 
    1.  Front Yard.  Detached accessory buildings or structures shall 
have the same front yard setback requirements as the principal building or structure, and in no 
case shall be allowed to encroach  upon the front yard or beyond the front building line. 
      
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
    2.  Rear Yard (No Alley).  No detached accessory building or 
structure shall be closer than five feet from the rear lot line where no alley exists. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
    3.  Rear Yard (Alley).  No detached accessory building or 
structure shall be closer than two feet from the rear lot line where an alley exists. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
    4.  Side Yard.  No detached accessory building or structure shall 
be closer than three feet from the side lot line. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
   E.  Minimum Clearance.  The minimum distance between the principal 
building and an unattached accessory building or structure shall be six feet. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
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   F.  Double Frontage.  In the case of a double frontage lot, no detached 
accessory building shall be erected or altered so as to encroach upon the one-forth of the lot 
nearest either street or in any case nearer than the established building lines on either street 
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frontage. 
 
   G.  Corner Lot.  The setback requirements listed under (4) shall apply to 
all types of corner lots as well. 
 
   H.  Swimming Pool.  Where non-commercial swimming pools are 
constructed as accessory structures in residence districts, a safety fence shall be required subject 
to the requirements of Subd. 11 and the UBC. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
   I.  Air Conditioning Units.  Air conditioning units, excluding window 
units, shall be located a minimum of five (5) feet from all lot lines but not within the front yard. 
 
   J.  The foregoing rules shall not require: 
 
    1.  Any detached accessory building or structure to be more than 
75 feet from any street line bounding the lot. 
 
     2.  The street side of any detached accessory building or structure 
to be nearer to the lot line opposite the street line than 20 feet. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
  Subd. 4.  Agricultural Operations. 
 
   A.  All farms in existence upon the effective date of this Chapter within 
the City limits shall be a permitted use where the operator may conduct a farming operation.  
However, all regulations contained in these performance standards shall apply to all changes of 
the farming operation which will cause all or part of the area to become more intensively used or 
more urban in character. The State Building Code shall not apply to agricultural buildings except 
with respect to State inspections required or rule-making authorized.  The Council may require 
any farm operator to secure a Conditional Use Permit to expand or intensify said operations in 
the event of the following: 
 
   B.  The farm is adjacent to, or within four hundred (400) feet of any 
dwelling unit and may be detrimental to living conditions by creating safety hazards or by 
emitting noise, odor, vibrations or similar nuisances. 

§ 11.70 
 
   C.  The farming operations are so intensive as to constitute an industrial 
type of use consisting of the compounding, processing, and packaging of products for wholesale 
or retail trade. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Apartments, Townhouses and Other Multi-Family Structures. 
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   A.  All multi-family structures shall be subject to the following standards: 
 
   B.  All requests for building or Conditional Use Permits shall be 
accompanied by a series of site plans and data showing: 
 
    1.  Building locations, dimensions and elevations, all sign, 
structures, entry areas, storage sites and other structural improvements to the site. 
 
    2.  Circulation plans for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 
    3.  Fences and screening devices. 
 
    4.  Solid waste disposal provisions and facilities. 
    5.  Storm drainage plans. 
 
    6.  Firefighting and other public safety facilities and provisions 
such as hydrant locations and fire lanes. 
 
    7.  Data pertaining to numbers of dwelling units, size, lot area, 
ratios, etc. 
 
    8.  Exterior wall materials and design information. 
    9.  A two (2) foot contour topographical map of the existing site. 
 
    10.  A grading plan illustrating the proposed grade changes from 
the original topographical map.  All site areas, when fully developed, shall be completely graded 
so as to adequately drain and dispose of all surface water, storm and groundwater in such a 
manner as to preclude large scale erosion, unwanted ponding and surface chemical run-off. 
 
    11.  A recreation plan illustrating in detail all recreational facilities 
and structures. 
 
    12.  A landscape plan specifying the size, type and location of all 
trees and shrubbery and the location of all seeded and sodded areas.  The site, when fully 
developed, shall be landscaped according to a plan approved by the Planning Commission. 
 
   C.  Performance Standards.  Same as those listed in the RM District. 
 

§ 11.70 
 
   D.  Parking Requirements. 
 
    1.  One and one-half (1-1/2) parking spaces per unit shall be 
provided on the same site as the dwelling unit.  Each space shall not be less than nine (9) feet 
wide and twenty (20) feet in length, or as approved by the Zoning Administrator, and each space 
shall be served adequately with access drives. 
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    2.  Bituminous concrete driveways and parking areas with concrete 
curbing shall be required. 
 
   E.  Landscape Provisions.   
 
    1.  The design shall make due of all land contained in the site.  All 
of the site shall be related to the circulation, recreation, screening, building, storage, landscaping, 
etc., so that no portion of the site remains undeveloped. 
 
    2.  A minimum of twenty percent (20%) of the site shall be 
landscaped. 
 
   F.  Screening. 
 
    1.  Screening to a height of at least five (5) feet shall be required 
where: 
 
     (a)  Any off street parking area contains more than six (6) 
parking spaces and is within thirty (30) feet of an adjoining residential zone; and 
 
     (b)  Where the driveway to a parking area of more than six 
(6) parking spaces is within fifteen (15) feet of an adjoining residential zone. 
 
    2.  All exterior storage shall be screened.  The exterior storage 
screening required shall consist of a solid fence or wall not less than five (5) feet high, but shall 
not extend within fifteen (15) feet of any street, driveway or lot line. 
 
    3.  Sidewalks shall be provided from parking areas, loading zones 
and recreation areas to the entrances of the building. 
 
    4.  Outdoor swimming pools or other intensive recreation shall 
observe setbacks required for the principal structure. 
 
   G.  Appearance.  All buildings within an apartment development shall be 
so planned that they have the equivalent of a front appearance of each exterior vertical surface. 
 

§ 11.70 
 
   H.  General Building or Structural Requirements. 
 
    1.  Each multiple family dwelling development containing more 
than four (4) dwelling units shall include a play area, part of which shall be a paved surface. 
 
    2.  Any blighting or deteriorating aspects of the multiple family 
dwelling development shall be placed or absorbed by the site itself, rather than by neighboring 
residential uses.  This provision particularly applies to the location of parking areas. 
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    3.  The design shall make use of all land contained within the site.  
All of the site shall be related to the multiple family use, either by parking, circulation, 
recreation, landscaping, screening, building, storage, etc., so that no portion remains 
undeveloped. 
 
    4.  Trash Incinerators and Garbage.  Except with townhouses 
and multiple family dwellings of four (4) or less units, no exterior trash or garbage disposal or 
storage shall be permitted.  In the case of row housing and multiple family dwellings of four (4) 
units or less, there shall be no exterior incineration and all storage shall be completely enclosed 
by walls and roof. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Auto Service Station Standards. 
 
   A.  Lot Size.  A service station site shall be a minimum of twenty 
thousand (20,000) square feet in size. 
 
   B.  Setbacks.  The building or buildings shall be set back at least thirty-
five (35) feet from the street right of way.  Near residential district, the service station buildings, 
signs and pumps shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from adjoining property.  In 
commercial areas, the structures shall be set back at least ten (10) feet from adjoining property. 
 
   C.  Curbs and Gutters.  Curbs and gutters shall be installed on all streets 
giving access to the station.  There shall be a six (6) inch curb along all interior driveways. 
 
   D.  Vehicles.  No vehicles shall be parked on the premises other than 
those utilized by employees or awaiting service.  No vehicle shall be parked or be waiting for 
service longer than fifteen (15) days. 
 
   E.  Exterior Storage.  Exterior storage besides vehicles shall be limited to 
service equipment and items offered for sale.  Exterior storage of items offered for sale.  
Exterior storage of items offered for sale shall be within yard setback requirements and shall be 
located in containers such as the racks, metal trays, and similar structures designed to display 
merchandise. 
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   F.  Screening.  All areas utilized for the storage or disposal of trash, 
debris, discarded parts, and similar items shall be fully screened.  All structures and grounds 
shall be maintained in an orderly, clean and safe manner. 
 
   G.  Outdoor Displays.  The storage of used tires, batteries, and other such 
items for sale outside the building shall be controlled to protect public safety and prevent 
nuisances.   
 
  Subd. 7.  Bulk Storage (Liquid).  Must conform to Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency and State Fire Code Regulations. 
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  Subd. 8.  Drive-In Business Standards.  The following standards shall apply to 
drive-in businesses in all districts: 
 
   A.  Design Standards. 
    1.  The entire area of any drive-in business shall have a drainage 
system approved by the City Engineer. 
 
    2.  The entire area other than that occupied by structures or 
planting shall be surfaced with a hard surface material which will control dust and drainage. 
 
    3.  A fence or screen of acceptable design not over six and one-
half (6-1/2) feet in height or less than four (4) feet shall be constructed along the property line 
abutting a residential district and such fence or screen shall be adequately maintained. 
 
   B.  General. 
 
    1.  Any drive-in business serving food or beverages may also 
provide, in addition to vehicular service area, indoor food and beverage service seating area. 
 
    2.  Each drive-in business serving food may have outside seating. 
 
    3.  Each food or beverage drive-in business shall place refuse 
receptacles at all exits as well as one (1) refuse receptacle per ten (10) vehicle parking spaces 
within the parking area. 
 
    4.  Electronic devices such as loudspeakers, automobile service 
odor devices, drive-in theatre car speakers and similar instruments shall not be located within 
three hundred (300) feet of any residential district. 
 
    5.  No service shall be rendered, deliveries made, or sales 
conducted within the required front yard; customers served in vehicles shall be parked to the 
sides and/or rear of the principal structure. 

§ 11.70 
 
    6.  No access drive shall be within fifty (50) feet of intersecting 
street curb lines. 
 
    7.  In the case of a drive-in theatre, a solid fence no less than eight 
(8) feet in height and extending at least to within two (2) feet of the ground shall be constructed 
around the property. 
 
    8.  The lighting shall be designed so as to have no direct source of 
light visible from the public right of way or adjacent land in residential use. 
 
   C.  Locations. 
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    1.  No drive-in business serving food or beverage shall be located 
within two hundred fifty (250) feet of a public or parochial school, church, or any residential 
use. 
 
    2.  No drive-in shall be located on any street other than one 
designated as a principal arterial or business service road in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
   D.  Site Plan. 
 
    1.  The site plan shall clearly indicate suitable storage containers 
for all waste materials.  All commercial refuse containers shall be screened. 
 
    2.  A landscaping plan shall be included and shall set forth 
complete specifications for plant materials and other features. 
 
    3.  Adequate area shall be designated for snow storage such that 
clear visibility shall be maintained from the property to any public street. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Dwelling Units Prohibited.  No garage, tent, trailer, recreational 
vehicle or accessory building shall at any time be used as a residence.  Existing uses shall 
comply with this provision within six (6) months following the effective date of this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 10.  Exterior Storage. 
 
   A.  In residential districts, all materials and equipment shall be stored 
within a building or be fully screened so as not to be visible from adjoining properties, except 
for the following in good order:  laundry drying and recreational equipment, construction and 
landscaping materials and equipment currently being used on the premises, agricultural 
equipment and materials, if these are used or intended for use on the premises, off street parking 
of passenger automobiles and pick-up trucks.  Boats and unoccupied trailers less than twenty-
five (25) feet in length are permissible.  Existing uses shall comply with this provision within 
twelve (12) months following the effective date of this Chapter. 
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   B.  The City shall require a Conditional Use Permit for any exterior 
storage if it is demonstrated that such storage is a hazard to the public health and safety, or 
impairs scenic views, or constitutes a threat to living amenities. 
 
  Subd. 11.  Fences.   
 
   A.  The following provisions shall regulate fences in all districts. 
 
    1.  In any residence zone on any corner lot, no fence or accessory 
structure or planting shall rise over three feet in height above the level of the public sidewalk, in 
a triangular area, two sides of which are the lines running along the side street lines between the 
street intersection and a point of 30 feet from the intersection and the third of which is the line 
between the latter two points. 
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    2.  The required front yard of a corner lot shall not contain any 
wall, fence, or other structure, tree, shrub or other growth which may cause danger to traffic on a 
street or public road by obscuring the view. 
 
    3.  No fence or wall or shrub planting of more than three feet in 
height above the level of the public sidewalk shall be erected on any interior lot within ten (10) 
feet of the front property line where it will interfere with traffic visibility from a driveway. 
 
    4.  No fence or wall, other than a retaining wall, along a side line 
of a lot in a residence zone shall be higher than six (6) feet. 
 
    5.  Fences may be wood, concrete, block, stone, steel, chain-link, 
or plantings, or other ornamental materials.  All such fences shall be kept in good repair, painted, 
trimmed and well maintained.  In the event a front yard fence is adjacent to and parallel with the 
front lot line (or side lot line on the street side of a corner lot), such fence may be placed on the 
property line provided the fence is not greater than 3’0” high to a point 10’0” back from the 
front property line.  An exception would be a gate entrance, an arbor, or other architectural or 
landscaping feature or planting greater than 3’0” high that does not impair site line visibility on 
corner lots and/or along driveways. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 71, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date: 01-02-07 
 
   B.  Barbed wire fences may be erected and maintained in the RF District 
for the control of livestock.  In all other districts barbed wire fences may be erected and 
maintained only after the person desiring to erect and maintain the barbed wire fence has secured 
a Conditional Use Permit. 
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  Subd. 12.  Glare.  In all districts, any lighting used to illuminate an off street 
parking area, sign, or other structure, shall be arranged so as to deflect light away from any 
adjoining residential zone or from the public streets.  Direct or sky-reflected glare, whether from 
floodlights or from high temperature processes such as combustion or welding, shall be hooded 
or controlled in some manner so as not to light adjacent property.  Bare incandescent light bulbs 
shall not be permitted in view of adjacent property or public right of way. 
 
  Subd. 13.  Height Regulations.  The following provisions in addition to any 
regulations prescribed for any district shall regulate the height of buildings in all districts. 
 
   A.  Where the average slope of a lot is greater than one foot rise or fall in 
seven feet of horizontal distance from the established street elevation at the property line, one 
story in addition to the number permitted in the district in which the lot is situated shall be 
permitted on the down hill side of any building. 
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   B.  In any district with a height limit of less than 50 feet, public and semi-
public buildings, schools and churches, hospitals and other institutions permitted in the district 
may be erected to a height not exceeding 50 feet.  The front, rear and side yards shall be 
increased one foot for each one foot by which the building exceeds the height limit hereinafter 
established for such district. 
 
   C.  Height limitations set forth elsewhere in these provisions may be 
increased with no limitation when applied to the following:  Chimneys, cooling towers, elevator 
bulkheads, fire towers, monuments, silos, stacks, scenery lofts, tanks, water towers, ornamental 
towers, spires, wireless or broad-casting towers, masts or aerials, and necessary mechanical 
appurtenances. 
 
   D.  Where more than one half of a basement is above the average level of 
the adjoining ground, a basement shall be counted as a story for the purpose of height 
measurement. 
 
  Subd. 14.  Home Occupations.  Customary home occupations shall be allowed if 
they meet the following conditions: 
 
   A.  Such occupation is carried on in the principal building. 
 
   B.  Not more than 33-1/3% of the gross floor area of the residence is used 
for this purpose. 
 
   C.  Only articles made or originating on the premises shall be sold on the 
premises, unless such articles are incidental to a permitted commercial service. 
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   D.  No articles for sale shall be displayed so as to be visible from any 
street. 
 
   E.  No person is employed other than a member of the household residing 
on the premises. 
   F.  No mechanical or electrical equipment is used if the operation of such 
equipment interferes unreasonably with the desired quiet residential environment of the 
neighborhood or if the health and safety of the residence is endangered. 
 
   G.  Such occupation does not generate more than two (2) vehicles at one 
time. 
 
   H.  A person having a home occupation shall provide proof of meeting the 
above seven (7) requirements if complaints are received by the Council. 
 
  Subd. 15.  Landscaping and Screening. 
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   A.  Landscaping. 
 
    1.  In all districts where setbacks exist or are required, all 
developed uses shall provide a landscaped yard, including grass, decorative stones, or shrubs and 
trees along all streets.  This yard shall be kept clear of all structures, storage, and off street 
parking.  Except for driveways, the yard shall extend along the entire frontage of the lot, and 
along both streets in the case of a corner lot; such yard shall have a depth of at least ten (10) feet. 
 
    2.  In all districts, all structures and areas requiring landscaping 
and fences shall be maintained so as not to be unsightly or present harmful health or safety 
conditions. 
 
    3.  All vacant lots, tracts or parcels shall be properly maintained in 
accordance with their natural or existing characteristics. 
 
   B.  Screening. 
 
    1.  Screening shall be required in residential zones where (1) any 
off street parking area contains more than four (4) parking spaces and is within thirty (30) feet of 
an adjoining residential zone; and/or (2) where the driveway to a parking area of more than six 
(6) parking spaces is within fifteen (15) feet of an adjoining residential use or zone. 
 
    2.  Where any business or industry (structure, parking or storage) 
is located adjacent to property zoned or developed for residential use, that business or industry 
shall provide screening along the boundary of the residential property.  Screening shall also be 
provided where a business, parking lot or industry is located across the street from a residential  
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zone, but not on that side of a business or industry considered to be the front as determined by 
the Zoning Administrator. 
 
    3.  All exterior storage shall be screened.  The exceptions are 
merchandise being displayed for sale and materials and equipment presently being used for 
construction on the premises. 
 
    4,  The screening required herein may consist of a fence, trees, 
shrubs and berms, but shall not extend within fifteen (15) feet of any street or driveway.  The  
screening shall be placed along the property lines or in case of screening along a street, twenty 
(20) feet from the street right of way with landscaping between the screening and the pavement.  
Plantings of a type approved by the City Council may also be required in addition to or in lieu of 
fencing. 
 
  Subd. 16.  Lots.  
 
   A.  Lot Building Relationship.  There shall be no more than one main 
building and the customary accessory buildings on any lot except in the case of PUD, Planned 
Unit Development District. 
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   B.  Lot Area Regulations.  No lot area shall be so reduced or diminished 
that the yards or other open spaces shall be smaller than prescribed by this article, nor shall the 
density of population be increased in any manner except in conformity with the area regulations 
as hereinafter provided, nor shall the area of any lots be reduced below the minimum 
requirement herein established. 
 
  Subd. 17.  Manufactured/Mobile Homes.  Mobile/Manufactured homes shall be 
permitted in the Residential District (R) provided they meet the following minimum standards: 
 
   A.  Exceeds twenty-four (24) feet in width, with a minimum of a 4” X 12” 
roof slope. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
   B.  Has a minimum floor area of eight hundred (800) square feet. 
 
   C.  The dwelling shall be placed and affixed to a permanent foundation as 
defined by the State Building Code.  In addition to the requirements of the State Building Code, 
the permanent foundation, whether masonry, concrete, or treated wood, shall be constructed in a 
contiguous fashion, having no openings except as required by the State Building Code or as 
needed for windows. 
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     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
   D.  The dwelling shall be connected to City sewer and water system. 
 
   E.  All other requirements of State law and City Code provisions are met. 
 
  Subd. 18.  Manufactured/Mobile Home Parks. 
 
   A.  Public Health. 
 
    1.  Soils and Topography.  Condition of soil, groundwater level, 
drainage, and topography shall not create hazards to the property or to the health and safety of 
the occupants.  The site should not be exposed to objectionable smoke, noise, odors, or other 
adverse influences, and no portion shall be subject to unpredictable and/or sudden flooding. 
 
    2.  Sewage Disposal and Water Supply.  All mobile homes shall 
be properly connected to a central water supply and a central sanitary sewer system.  All water 
and sewer systems shall be constructed in accordance with plans and specifications approved by 
the City and State Department of Health. 
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    3.  Refuse.  The storage, collection, and disposal of refuse in the 
mobile home park shall be so conducted as to create no health hazards, rodent harborage, insect 
breeding, accident or fire hazards, or air pollution. 
 
    4.  Fuel Systems.  All fuel systems shall be maintained from a 
common central source metered to the individual mobile home site and maintained in accordance 
with applicable codes and regulations governing such system. 
 
   B.  Fire Protection. 
 
    1.  Mobile home parks shall be kept free of litter, rubbish, and 
other flammable material. 
 
    2.  Fire hydrants shall be installed if the park water supply system 
is capable to serve them in accordance with the following requirements:  fire hydrants, if 
provided, shall be located within five hundred (500) feet of any mobile home, service building 
or other structure in the park.  Fire hydrant location and water main size shall be approved by the 
engineer. 
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  Subd. 19.  Nuisances. 
 
   A.  Nuisance Characteristics. 
 
    1.  No noise, odors, vibration, smoke, air pollution, liquid or solid 
wastes, heat, glare, dust, or other such adverse influences shall be permitted in any district that 
will in any way have an objectional affect upon adjacent or nearby property.  All wastes in all 
districts shall be disposed of in a manner that is not dangerous to public health and safety nor 
will damage public waste transmission or disposal facilities.  The following standards apply to 
non-industrial districts. 
 
   B.  Noise; Prohibitions. 
 
    1.  It is unlawful to make, continue or cause to be made or 
continued, any noise that will in any way have an objectionable affect upon adjacent or nearby 
property unless the noise be reasonably necessary to the preservation of live, health, safety or 
property. 
 
    2.  Sounds emanating from the operation of (1) motor vehicles on 
a public highway; (2) aircraft; (3) outdoor implements such as power lawn mowers, 
snowblowers, power hedge clippers, and power saws; (4) pile drivers or jackhammers and other 
construction equipments are exempt from the provisions of this section.  Sounds emanating from 
lawful and proper activities at school grounds, playgrounds, parks or places wherein athletic 
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contests take place are exempt from the provisions of this Chapter. 
 
   C.  Vibration.  The following vibrations are prohibited: 
 
    1.  Any vibration discernible (beyond property line) to the human 
sense of feeling for three (3) minutes or more duration in any one (1) hour. 
 
    2.  Any vibration resulting in any combination of amplitudes and 
frequencies beyond the "safe" range of most current standards of the United States Bureau of 
Mines on any structure. 
 
   D.  Toxic or Noxious Matter.  Any use shall be so operated so as not to 
discharge across the boundaries of any lot or through percolation into the atmosphere or the 
subsoil beyond the boundaries of the lot wherein such use is located, toxic or noxious matter in 
such concentration as to be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, comfort, or 
welfare or cause injury or damage to property or business. 
 
   E.  Air Pollution.  Any use shall be so operated as to control the emission 

of smoke or particulate matter to the degree that it is not detrimental to or shall endanger the 
public health, safety, comfort, or general welfare of the public.  For the purpose of this    
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Ordinance, the regulations and standards adopted by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
shall be employed. 
 
   F.  Miscellaneous Nuisances. 
 
    1.  It is unlawful for any person to create or maintain a junkyard or 
vehicle dismantling yard except as provided herein. 
 
    2.  The following are declared to be nuisances affecting public 
health or safety: 
 
     (a)  The effluence from any cesspool, septic tank, 
drainfield or human sewage disposal system discharging upon the surface of the ground, or 
dumping the contents thereof at any place except as authorized. 
 
     (b)  The pollution of any public well or cistern, stream or 
lake, canal or body of water by sewage, industrial waste or other substances. 
 
     (c)  The ownership, possession or control of any unused 
refrigerator or other container, with doors which fasten automatically when closed, of sufficient 
size to retain any person, to be exposed and accessible to the public without removing the doors, 
lids, hinges, or latches or providing locks to prevent access by the public. 
 
  Subd. 20.  Parking. 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

501 

   A.  The following regulations and requirements shall apply to all off-street 
parking and loading facilities in all zoning district in the City. 
 
    1.  Off-street parking spaces and loading spaces or parking lot area 
existing upon the effective date of these provisions shall not be reduced in number or size unless 
the number or size exceeds the requirements set forth herein for a similar new use. 
 
    2.  Should a non-conforming structure or use be damaged or 
destroyed by fire, it may be re-established if elsewhere permitted in these zoning regulations, 
except that in doing so, any off-street parking or loading space which existed before shall be 
retained. 
 
    3.  No change of use or occupancy of land already dedicated to a 
parking area, parking spaces, or loading spaces shall be made, nor shall any sale of land, division 
or subdivision of land be made which reduces area necessary for parking, parking stalls, or 
parking requirements below the minimum prescribed by these zoning regulations. 
 
    4.  Any change of use or occupancy of any building or buildings  
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including additions thereto requiring more parking area shall not be permitted until there is 
furnished such additional parking spaces as required by these zoning regulations. 
 
    5.  In computing the number of parking or loading spaces required, 
the following rules shall govern: 
 
     (a)  Floor space shall mean the gross floor area of the 
specific use. 
 
     (b)  Where fractional spaces result, the parking spaces 
required shall be construed to be the nearest whole number. 
 
     (c)  The parking space requirement for a use not 
specifically mentioned herein shall be the same as required for a use of similar as determined by 
the zoning administrator. 
 
    6.  It shall be the joint and several responsibility of the lessee and 
the owner of the principal use, uses or buildings to maintain in a neat and adequate manner, the 
parking space, accessways, striping, landscaping and required screening. 
 
   B.  Off-Street Parking Areas.  All off-street parking and loading spaces 
required by these provisions shall be designated as follows: 
 
    1.  Off-street parking areas shall be so designated that vehicles are 
parked in an orderly fashion.  Site plans shall show proposed parking spaces, driveways, loading 
areas, landscaping and screening, and the parking area shall conform to such site plans.  Aisle 
entrance shall be kept clear by appropriate design. 
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    2.  Each parking space shall be not less than nine feet wide 
measured at right angles and twenty feet in length and shall in no case be less than 180 square 
feet in area.  Each space shall be served adequately by access aisles. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
    3.  All areas intended to be utilized for parking space and 
driveways shall be surfaced with materials suitable to control dust and drainage.  Off-street 
parking areas, except for single family residences, shall be paved with concrete or plant mixed 
bituminous surface.  In addition to the minimum number of required parking spaces, three 
percent of the gross parking area lying more than 20 feet from the street right-of-way shall be 
improved and maintained with landscaping of grass and evergreens or other approved plants or 
ornamental materials. 
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    4.  Except for single, two family and town houses, all parking 
stalls shall be marked with white painted lines not less than four inches wide. 
 
    5.  All lighting used to illuminate an off-street parking area shall 
be so arranged as to reflect the light away from adjoining property, abutting the residential uses 
and public right-of-ways. 
 
    6.  Except for single, two family and town houses, all open off-
street parking shall have a perimeter curb barrier around the entire parking lot, said curb barrier 
shall not be closer than five feet to any lot line.  Grass, plantings, or surfacing material shall be 
provided in all areas bordering the parking area. 
 
    7.  In any off-street parking area providing parking spaces for 
more than 20 vehicles, traffic safety islands shall be installed at the ends of each parking tier.  
Additional traffic safety islands may be required to maintain a safe and orderly flow of traffic 
within the parking lot. 
 
    8.  All required parking spaces shall be off-street and located on 
the same lot as the building or use to be served.  Required off-street parking spaces may be 
provided within the principal building for which they are required.  Except in the case of single 
two family and town houses parking areas requiring backing into the public street is prohibited. 
 
   C.  Off-Street Loading Areas. 
 
    1.  The first required loading space shall be not less than 55 feet 
long and additional required loading spaces shall be not less than 30 feet in length.  All loading 
spaces shall be not less than 10 feet in width and 14 feet in height. 
 
    2.  Off-street loading areas shall be paved with concrete or plant 
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mixed bituminous surface. 
 
    3.  No required loading space shall be used for the storage of 
goods, inoperable vehicles or snow and shall not be counted as required parking space. 
 
    4.  Except in the case of multiple dwellings, all loading areas shall 
be screened from abutting and surrounding residential uses in compliance with other provisions 
of this code. 
 
    5.  All required loading spaces shall be off-street and located on 
the same lot as the building or use to be served. 
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  D.  Schedule of Off-Street Parking and Loading Space Requirements: 
 
                                                                    Off-Street Loading 
 Number of Parking   and Unloading Spaces 
     Use                                Spaces Required                       Required                 
 
 1.  Single family   one space for each       N.A. 
      - Two family  family 
 
 2.  Multiple family  1.5 spaces per          N.A. 
  dwelling unit 
 
 3.  Hotel, Motel,   1 space per lodging       1 space for each 
     tourist cabin court  unit              structure over 20,000 
                 sq. ft. over gross  
                 floor area 
 
 4.  Drive-in Restaurant or  Minimum of twenty      N.A. 
      similar use  (20) spaces 
 
 5.  Restaurant, cafe, tea  1 space for each 200      1 space for each 
      room lounge or   square feet of floor       structure over 10,000 
      similar use  space             square feet gross floor 
                 area 
 
 6.  Auditorium, theatre,   1 space for every 10     1 for each structure 
      churches, or other   seats.  High Schools and   over 100 square feet 
      places of public   colleges must have a      of gross floor area 
      assemblage   minimum of 1 space for 
   every 20 seats in the main 
   auditorium or three spaces 
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   for each classroom  
   whichever is greater 
 
 7.  Assembly or exhibition   1 space for each 100      N.A. 
      hall without fixed   square feet of gross 
      seats   floor area 
 
 8.  Filling or gasoline   1 space for each 100      N.A. 
      service stations   square feet of building 
   space devoted strictly 
   to automobile service 
 
 § 11.70 
 
 9.  Retail stores and    2 spaces for each 500      1 space for each 
      other commercial   square feet of gross floor    10,000 square feet 
      establishments   area over 1,000 square ft.    of gross floor area 
 
10. Office Building,   2 spaces plus 1 additional    N.A. 
      medical or dental   space for each 500 square 
      clinic   feet of gross floor area 
   over 1,000 square feet 
 
11. Manufacturing and   1 space for each 3        1 space for each 
      warehousing buildings   employees based on peak    10,000 square feet  
      employment of the largest    of gross floor area 
   shift, but no less than 1 
   space for every 1,000 
   square feet of floor area 
 
12. Buildings and other   1 space for each 500 square   N.A. 
      structures in the I-1   feet of gross floor area or 
      and I-1, Industrial   1 space for every 1.5  
      Districts   employees based on peak 
   employment, whichever is 
   greater 
 
13.  Rest homes, nursing   1 space for each four beds    N.A. 
       homes, sanitariums,   plus one space for each 
      homes for the aged   person during the shift 
      and for children   when the maximum number of 
   staff are present. 
 
14.  Uses not covered by   Spaces as required for      As determined by 
       this schedule   the most similar use, or     the Zoning  
   as determined by the       Administrator 
   Zoning Administrator 
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   E.  Off-Street Parking and Loading Special Restrictions.  The 
following special off-street parking and loading requirements shall apply: 
 
    1.  Open sales lots for cars, trucks and other equipment shall be 
graded, drained and paved but interior landscaping is not required. 
 
    2.  A snowmobile or other recreational equipment may be parked 
on any lot in the City provided that: 
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     (a)  No recreational equipment may be occupied for a 
period exceeding 30 days and 
 
     (b)  Any snowmobile or recreational equipment parked for 
a period exceeding 48 hours shall conform with the setback and yard requirements for the zone 
in which it is located. 
 
    3.  No restricted vehicles or equipment, such as contractors 
equipment, supplies or tools, shall be parked, stored or otherwise continued on residential 
property in a residential district for a period greater than one hour unless in a completely 
enclosed structure or unless they are being used in conjunction with a legitimate service being 
rendered for the benefit of the residential premises except as provided elsewhere in this Chapter. 
 
   F.  Exemptions.  Establishments in any business or industrial district 
which have paid an assessment for the provision of off-street City parking lots may be exempted 
from the provisions of this section which refer to off-street parking. 
 
  Subd. 21.  PUD Utilities. 
 
   A.  In any PUD, all utilities, including telephone, electricity, gas and 
telecable shall be installed underground. 
 
   B.  PUD Utility Connections. 
 
    1.  Water Connections.  Where more than one property is served 
from the same service line, a shut off valve must be located in such a way that each unit's service 
may be shut off by the City, in addition to the normally supplied shut off at the street. 
 
    2.  Sewer Connections.  Where more than one unit is served by a 
sanitary sewer lateral which exceeds 300 feet in length, provision must be made for the manhole 
to allow adequate cleaning and maintenance of the lateral.  All maintenance and cleaning shall 
be the responsibility of the property owner. 
 
  Subd. 22.  Recreational Vehicles, Boats, Campers and Equipment. 
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   A.  Recreational trailers may be parked on the premises of any occupied 
dwelling or any lot, provided it meets the setback requirements for that district and is not the 
primary building on that lot in any district.  Living quarters may be maintained in the camper or 
business may be practiced in the business style trailer provided it does not exceed the time limit 
(occupancy not exceeding ten [10] continuous days). 
 
   B.  Public Property.  Recreation trailers, boats, campers, or associated 
equipment shall not be allowed to be parked in excess of (48) continuous hours on any public  
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property except in those public areas specifically designed and identified for that purpose.  This 
equipment shall not be used as living quarters during this time. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #62, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  9/12/05 
 
  Subd. 23.  Refuse. 
 
   A.  In all districts, all waste material, debris, refuse, or garbage shall be 
kept in an enclosed building or properly contained in a closed container designed for such 
purposes, with the exception of crop residue.  The owner of vacant land shall be responsible for 
keeping such land free of refuse.  Existing uses shall comply with this provision within twelve 
(12) months following enactment of this Chapter. 
 
   B.  Passenger vehicles and trucks in an inoperative state shall not be 
parked in residential districts for a period exceeding seven (7) days.  "Inoperative" shall mean 
incapable of movement under its own power and in need of repairs.  All exterior storage material 
not included as a permitted use, accessory use, conditional use, or otherwise permitted by 
provisions of this Ordinance, shall be considered as refuse. 
 
  Subd. 24.  Sewer Systems, Private.  The standards as found in Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency's Standards for Sewage Treatment 6MCAR 4.8040 are hereby adopted 
by reference.  If there are any inconsistencies between the standards found in this Chapter and 
the State standards, or if the State standards are amended, the State standards as amended shall 
govern. 
 
  Subd. 25.  Signs and Billboards. 
 
   A.  Sign Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any person to erect or 
maintain any sign except traffic signs, street signs, real estate signs, non-commercial signs, 
temporary signs, political signs, or identification signs of less than one (1) square foot, even 
though erected as required by law, without first securing a permit to do so from the Zoning 
Administrator. 
 
   B.  Application for Sign Permit.  Any person desiring a sign permit shall 
submit to the Zoning Administrator a written application containing the following information: 
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    1.  The name and permanent address of the person desiring the 
permit; 
 
    2.  The location, the legal description, and the name and address of 
the owner of the premises on which the sign is to be erected and maintained; 
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    3.  The size of the sign's display surface, the material of which the 
sign is to be constructed and the nature of the information to be displayed on the sign; 
 
    4.  The proposed location of the proposed sign on the premises; 
 
    5.  The total surface area and types of existing signs on the 
premises. 
 
   C.  Issuance of Permit.  The Zoning Administrator may issue a sign 
permit if he or she is satisfied that all conditions have been met and that the sign will be 
constructed and maintained in compliance with law. 
 
   D.  Sign Regulations.  All signs whether permitted or exempt from the 
permit requirements shall conform with the requirements and regulations set forth in this section. 
 
    1.  Maximum surface area and maximum number of signs per 
premises. 
 
 Maximum Surface  
 Area in Square Feet      Maximum Number of 
Type of Sign                                   Per Premises                          Signs Per Premises       
 
(a)  Home Occupation    3               1 
 
(b)  Non-Commercial    3               1 
 
(c)  Real Estate in    6               1 
      Residential Zones 
 
(d)  Real Estate in    No Limit           1 
      CBD, HB, I-1 or  
      I-2 Zones 
 
(e)  Political    No Limit           1 
 
(f)  Identification    1/10 per lineal foot       1 
    of lot width or 30, 
    whichever is less 
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(g)  Temporary    30              1 
 
(h)  Business or Industrial 
       in CBD Districts: 
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 (i)  Pylon    2 per lineal foot        1 per street frontage 
    of lot width 
       (ii)  Attached or painted 
             on premises    No Limit           No Limit 
 
(i)  Business or Industrial 
      in HB, NC, I-1 or I-2 
      Districts: 
 
      (i)  Pylon    1 per lineal foot        1 per street frontage 
                   of lot width 
     (ii)  Attached or painted 
           on premises    No Limit           No Limit 
 
(j)  Advertising    Same as (h) and (i)       2 
    above. 
 
   E.  General Regulations. 
 
    1.  Permitted signs which become rotted, unsafe, or unsightly shall 
be repaired or removed by the person to whom the sign belongs immediately upon notification to 
do so by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
    2.  The owner of the land on which a sign is located shall keep 
grass or weeds and other growth cut, and debris and rubbish cleaned up and removed from the 
lot on which the sign is located. 
 
    3.  The City reserves the right to regulate the illumination of any 
sign in the event the public health, safety, and general welfare are adversely affected. 
 
    4.  The City reserves the right to regulate the hours of operation of 
illuminated signs as a condition to a sign permit. 
 
    5.  No illuminated signs are permitted in a Residence District of 
the City and no illuminated signs in other districts shall be directed into a Residence District. 
 
    6.  No revolving or flashing signs are permitted in the City with 
the exception of time/temperature or message signs. 
 
    7.  No signs shall be displayed which resemble any official marker 
erected by a governmental agency and no signs shall display such words as "stop" and "danger" 
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unless they are non-commercial signs serving to warn the public. 
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    8.  Only non-commercial signs, identification signs, home 
occupation signs and temporary signs are permitted in a Residence District of the City. 
             
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
   F.  Location of Signs. 
 
    1.  No sign shall be located so that traffic visibility is affected.  On 
corner lots no sign shall rise more than three (3) feet in height above the level of the public 
sidewalk in a triangular area, two sides of which are the lines running along the side street lines 
between the street intersection and a point thirty (30) feet from the intersection and the third of 
which is the line between the latter two points. 
 
    2.  No sign shall be located so that it will disrupt traffic on a street. 
 
    3.  A sign in the HB, I-1, or I-2 Districts may project to public 
right of way line. 
 
    4.  In the Central Business District, a sign attached to a building, a 
canopy sign, or a pylon sign may project a distance of four (4) feet into the public right of way, 
but in no case project any closer than two (2) feet from the face of the street curbing.  The 
bottom of such a sign so situated shall be at a height of at least seven (7) feet above the public 
sidewalk or public walkway.  Said sign shall otherwise be in compliance with all other 
provisions of this Subdivision. 
 
    5.  Signs must be attached to buildings so as to insure maximum 
secure attachment to said building and must be constructed in such a way as to not permit 
"swaying" caused by wind. 
 
    6.  No sign attached or adjacent to a structure shall extend more 
than ten (10) feet above the structure to which attached or adjacent. 
 
    7.  No sign shall violate the side or rear yard setbacks of the 
district in which it is placed. 
 
    8.  No sign shall be permitted to physically obstruct any window 
or door of a dwelling, nor any fire escape, stairway or opening intended to provide air, ingress or 
egress to any building or structure. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 514 
     Effective Date:  05-25-94 
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   G.  Lifetime of Signs. 
 
    1.  Temporary signs are permitted during construction and shall be 
removed promptly upon completion of work. 
 
    2.  Signs not expressly limited in lifetime in this subsection may be 
limited by other parts of this Subdivision. 
 
   H.  Non-Conforming Signs.  Signs which do not conform to the 
regulation herein set forth shall be declared a non-conforming use and as such may continue and 
be maintained until taken down, replaced, destroyed or damaged to the point that reparation 
would equal or exceed the cost of replacement. 
 
   I.  Billboards. 
 
    1.  Billboards, Generally.  A billboard shall be a structure which 
is a special use of a lot or premises and as such shall not be erected or maintained by any person 
who has not first obtained a special use permit and a building permit. 
 
    2.  Lot Size Requirement.  No billboard may be located on any 
premises which is smaller than the billboard's total display surface area. 
 
    3.  Display Surface Size.  The display surface of one side of any 
billboard shall not exceed 275 square feet.  The total display surface of billboards on a particular 
premises shall not exceed 825 square feet and shall decrease by two (20) square feet for each 
square foot of other sign area displayed. 
 
    4.  Location and Maintenance of Billboards.  All billboards 
shall be located and maintained in the manner prescribed in this section. 
 
     (a)  Billboards may be located only in the HB, Highway 
Business District, I1, Light Industrial District, and I2, Heavy Industrial District. 
 
     (b)  Billboards which become rotted, unsafe or unsightly 
shall be repaired or removed by the person to whom the appropriate permits have been issued, 
immediately upon notification to do so by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
  Subd. 26.  Solar Energy Systems, Solar Farms and Community Solar 
Gardens. 

A. Solar energy systems must meet the following height 
requirements: 
 

1. Building or roof Mounted Solar Energy Systems – 
Regardless of the height limitations of the zoning district, building mounted solar energy 
systems  
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shall not extend higher than three (3) feet above the ridge level of a roof on a structure with a 
gable, hip, or gambrel roof and shall not extend higher than ten (10) feet above the surface of the 
roof when installed on flat or shed roof. 
 
    2.  Ground or Pole Mounted Solar Energy Systems – Ground 
mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed 20 feet in height when oriented at maximum tilt. 
 

B.  Solar energy systems must meet the accessory structure setback 
for the zoning district and primary land use associated with the lot on which is system is located. 
  

1.  Building or Roof Mounted Solar Energy Systems – In addition 
to the building setback, the collector surface and mounting devices for roof-mounted solar 
energy systems shall not extend beyond the exterior perimeter of the building on which the 
system is mounted or built, unless the collector and mounting system has been explicitly 
engineered to safely extend beyond the edge, and setback standards are not violated.  Exterior 
piping for solar hot water systems shall be allowed to extend beyond the perimeter of the 
building on a side yard exposure.  Solar collectors mounted on the sides of building and serving 
as awnings are considered to be building-integrated systems and are regulated as awnings. 
 
    2. Ground or Pole Mounted Solar Energy Systems – Ground-
mounted solar energy systems may not extend into the sideyard or rear setback when oriented at 
minimum design tilt, except as otherwise allowed for building mechanical systems. 
 

C. Solar energy systems shall be designed to blend into the 
architecture of the building to the best extent possible unless otherwise screened from routine 
view from public right-of-ways other than alleys.  By default, flush-mounted solar energy 
systems meet the criteria for blending into the building architecture.  The color of the solar 
collector is not required to be consistent with other roofing materials. 
 

1.  No Solar Energy Systems shall be allowed in the front 
yard on any lot and the side yard on any corner lot. 
 

2. Building Integrated Photovoltaic Systems – Building integrated 
photovoltaic solar energy systems shall be allowed regardless of whether the system is visible 
from the public right-of-way, provided the building component in which the system is integrated 
meets all required setback, land use or performance standards for the district in which the 
building is located. 
 

3.  Roof Mounted Solar Energy Systems – The solar collector  
surface and mounting devices for building-mounted solar energy systems shall be set back not 
less than one (1) foot from the exterior perimeter of a roof for every one (1) foot that the system 
extends above the parapet wall or roof surface, if no parapet wall exists, on which the system is 
mounted.  Solar energy systems that extend less than three (3) feet above the roof surface shall 
be  
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exempt from this provision. 
 

4.  Reflectors – All solar energy systems using a reflector to 
enhance solar production shall minimize glare from the reflector affecting adjacent or nearby 
properties.  Measures to minimize glare include selective placement of the system, screening on 
the north side of the solar array, modifying the orientation of the system, reducing use of the 
reflector system, or other remedies that limit glare.     
 

D.  Ground-mount systems shall not exceed half the building footprint 
of the principal structure, and shall be exempt from impervious surface calculations if the soil 
under the collector is not compacted and maintained in vegetation.  Ground mount systems shall 
contribute to the total square footage used to calculate the accessory use coverage standards of 
the zoning district in which they are being installed.  Coverage is at the angle of a fixed system 
or minimum tilt of an adjustable system.  Foundations, gravel, or compacted soils are considered 
impervious. 
 

E.  Electric solar energy system components must have a UL or  
equivalent listing and solar hot water systems must have an SRCC rating. 
 

F.  All solar energy systems shall meet approval of the local Building 
Inspector and/or Zoning Administrator consistent with the State of Minnesota Building Code and 
solar thermal systems shall comply with HVAC-related requirements of the Energy Code. 
 

G.  All photovoltaic systems shall comply with the Minnesota State 
Electric Code. 
 

H.  Solar thermal systems shall comply with applicable Minnesota 
State Plumbing Code requirements. 
 

I.  All grid-intertie solar energy systems shall comply with the  
interconnection requirements of the local electric utility.  Off-grid systems are exempt from this 
requirement. 
  

J.  New homeowners’ agreements, covenants, common interest  
community standards, or other contracts between multiple property owners within a subdivision 
of the City shall not restrict or limit solar energy systems to a greater extent than the City’s solar 
energy standards. 
 

K.  The City encourages protection of solar access in all new 
subdivisions. 

 
L. Solar energy systems installed on, or integrated with, carports or 

parking structures are a permitted accessory use in all non-residential and multi-family districts. 
   11.70 

 
M. Solar Energy Systems, Solar Farms and Community Solar Gardens 
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require a building permit as per Chapter 4, Section 4.05 of the Morris City Code. 
 

  Source:  Ordinance #113, 3rd Series 
  Effective Date:  01-29-21 

   
 Subd. 27.  Towers and Satellite Dish Antennas. 
 
   A.  Building permits shall be required for towers, antennas and dish 
antennas.  All such towers, antennas and dish antennas shall meet the following regulations: 
 
   B.  Distance of any guy anchorage or similar device in Residential 
districts shall be at least five (5) feet from any property line.  In commercial districts, guy 
anchorage or similar device may be placed on property line. 
 
   C.  Suitable protective anti-climb device shall be provided for all towers. 
 
   D.  In residential districts, antennas may be permitted to be constructed to 
a height no greater than forty-five (45) feet above the ground.  In commercial districts the 
heights shall not be greater than sixty (60) feet.   
 
   E.  In Residential districts, antennas, towers or dishes shall be located at 
least twenty-five (25) feet from the front property line, but at no time shall the antennas, towers 
or dishes extend beyond the front building line. 
 
  Subd. 28.  Traffic Control and Sight Distance. 
 
   A.  Intersections With Traffic Controls.  On any corner lot at a street 
intersection which has some form of traffic control (stop or yield signs), there shall be no 
obstruction to traffic visibility within the clear sight triangle which is formed by the intersecting 
streets and a straight line joining the two said centerlines at points thirty-five (35) feet distant 
from their point of intersection. 
 
   B.  Intersections Without Traffic Controls.  On any corner lot, in all 
districts, at a street intersection which does not have any form of traffic control, there shall be no  
obstruction to the traffic visibility within the clear sight triangle which is formed by the 
intersection of the centerline of the two intersecting streets and a straight line joining the two 
said centerlines at points a given number of feet distant from their points of intersection.  The 
distances from said points of intersection are specified in the following table for various speeds 
in miles per hour of enforced speed limit. 
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   C.  Distance Measurement for Clear Sight Triangle. 
 
 Miles Per Hour    Distance Measurement 
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  30      88 feet 
  40      120 feet 
  50      156 feet 
  55      174 feet 
 
  Subd. 29.  Vacated Streets.  Whenever any street, alley, easement or public way 
is vacated by official action, the zoning district abutting the centerline of said vacated area shall 
not be affected by such proceeding. 
 
  Subd. 30.  Yard Regulations.  The following general provisions, in addition to 
the regulations prescribed for each district, shall apply to all districts: 
 
   A.  Yard size measurements shall be taken from the nearest point of the 
wall of the building to the lot line in question. 
 
   B.  Except as may be herein provided: 
 
    1.  Architectural features of principal or accessory buildings may 
extend into the required front, rear or side yard a distance not exceeding four feet six inches. 
 
    2.  Fire escapes may extend into the required front, rear or side 
yard a distance not exceeding four feet six inches. 
 
    3.  A landing place or uncovered porch may extend into the 
required front, rear or side yard a distance not exceeding six feet if the landing place has its floor 
no higher than the entrance floor of the building.  An open railing may be placed around such 
place. 
 
   C.  None of the above enumerated items may project within three feet of a 
property line when a yard is required. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 35, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  12-16-00 
 
   D.  No porch, deck, terrace or outside stairway may extend into any 
required side yard. 
 
   E.  Walls, fences or hedges shall be permitted in any front or side yard 
subject to height and visibility requirements of section  

   11.70 
 
   F.  On double frontage lots the required front yard shall be provided on 
both streets. 
 
   G.  Where filling stations are allowed, pumps and pump islands may be 
located within a required yard provided that they are not less than 15 feet from any street right of 
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way. 
 
   H.  In determining the depth of rear yards for any principal building 
where the rear yard opens into the alley, one half the width of the alley, but not exceeding ten 
feet, may be considered as a portion of the rear yard subject to the following: 
 
    1.  The depth of the rear yard shall not be reduced to less than ten 
feet by the application of the exception. 
 
    2.  If the door of any building or improvement, except a fence, 
opens forward to an alley, it shall not be erected or established closer to the center line of an 
alley than a distance of 15 feet, but in no case closer than five feet from the property line. 
 
             
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
  (Sections 11.71 through 11.89, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 517 through 523 reserved) 
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 § 11.90 
 
 SEC. 11.90.  UNLAWFUL ACTS.  It is unlawful for any person to construct, enlarge, 
alter or repair, demolish or move any building or structure on any lot or parcel until all 
requirements of this Chapter have been fully met. 
             
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500     
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
  (Sections 11.91 through 11.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
    (Pages 525 through 529 reserved) 
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 § 11.99 
 
 SEC. 11.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense.  All violations shall be considered a nuisance.  The City may, through the 
issuance of an injunction, stop any violation of this Chapter. 
             
     Source:  Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
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SUBDIVISION REGULATION (PLATTING) 
 
 
 SECTION 12.01.  PURPOSE.  In order to safeguard the best interests of the City and to 
assist the subdivider in harmonizing his/her interest with those of the City, the following 
provisions have been adopted to bring about results beneficial to all parties.  Because each new 
subdivision becomes a permanent unit in the basic structure of the expanding community, and to 
which the community will be forced to adhere, and because piecemeal planning of subdivisions 
will bring an undesirable disconnected patchwork of pattern and poor circulation of traffic unless 
its design and arrangement is correlated to a master plan for the City aimed at a unified scheme 
of community interests, all subdivisions of land hereafter submitted for approval to the Planning 
Commission shall, in all respects, fully comply with the regulations set forth in these provisions.  
It is the purpose of these provisions to make certain regulations the Council deems necessary for 
the health, safety and general welfare of this community. 
 
 SEC. 12.02.  JURISDICTION.  The regulations herein governing plats and subdivisions 
of lands shall, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 1996, Section 462.358, apply within the corporate 
limits of the City and the unincorporated area within two miles of its limits, except in those 
towns within that two miles which have adopted subdivision regulations. 
 
 SEC. 12.03.  DEFINITIONS.  The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have 
the meanings stated: 
 
  1.  "Administrative Official" - The City Manager or such other full time 
employee of the City as the Council may designate. 
 
  2.  "Alley" -  A public right of way which affords a secondary means of access to 
abutting property. 
 
  3.  "Block" - An area of land within a subdivision that is entirely bounded by 
streets and the exterior boundary of boundaries of the subdivision, or a combination of the above 
with a river or lake. 
 
  4.  "Deflection Angle" - The angle between a line and the prolongation of the 
preceding line. 
 
  5.  "Design Standards" - The specifications to land owners or subdividers for 
the preparation of plats, both preliminary and final, indicating among other things, the optimum, 
minimum or maximum of such items as right of way, blocks, easements and lots. 
 
  6.  "Easement" - A limited right over land owned by somebody else. 
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  7.  "Final Plat" - A drawing or map of a subdivision, meeting all the re-
quirements of the City and in such form as required by the County for purposes of recording. 



(04-14-97) 
 

531 

 
  8.  "Lot" - A portion of a subdivision or other parcel of land intended for 
building development or for transfer of ownership. 
 
  9.  "Master Plan" - A comprehensive plan, prepared and adopted by the 
Planning Commission and adopted by the Council, which indicates the general locations 
recommended for the various functional classes of public works, streets and thoroughfares, 
places and structures and for the general physical development of the City and includes any unit 
or part of such plan separately adopted and any amendment to such plan or parts thereof. 
 
  10.  "Metes and Bounds" - A way of describing a parcel of land by starting at a 
known point and describing the bearings and distances of the lines facing the boundaries of the 
property. 
 
  11.  "Owner" - Includes the plural as well as the singular, and where appropriate, 
shall include a natural person, partnership, firm, association, public or quasi-public corporation, 
private corporation, or a combination of any of them. 
 
  12.  "Percentage of Grade" - The distance vertically (up or down) from the 
horizontal in feet and decimals of a foot for each one hundred feet of horizontal distance. 
 
  13.  "Planning Commission" - The City Planning Commission. 
 
  14.  "Preliminary Plat" - The preliminary map, drawing or chart indicating the 
proposed layout of the subdivision to be submitted to the Planning Commission for its 
consideration. 
 
  15.  "Protective Covenants" - Contracts made between private parties as to the 
manner in which land may be used, with the view to protecting and preserving the physical, 
social and economic integrity of any given area. 
 
  16.  "Street" - A public right of way affording primary access by pedestrians and 
vehicles to abutting properties, whether designated as a street, highway, thoroughfare, parkway, 
throughway, road, avenue, boulevard, land, place, or however otherwise designated. 
 
  17. "Street - Major Thoroughfares or Arterial Streets" - Those streets used 
primarily for heavy traffic, and serving as an arterial trafficway between the various districts of 
the City, including the State-Aid System and Federal-Aid Urban System, as shown on the master 
plan. 
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  18.  "Street - Collector Streets" - Those streets that carry traffic from minor 
streets to the major system of arterial streets and highways, including the principal entrance 
streets or residential neighborhoods. 
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  19.  "Street Grade" - The center line grade of the street which shall be related to 
the property line grades. 
 
  20.  "Street - Minor Streets" - Those streets which are used primarily for access 
to abutting properties and local traffic. 
 
  21.  "Street - Marginal Access Streets" - Minor streets which are parallel and 
adjacent to arterial streets and highways; and which provide access to abutting properties and 
protection from through traffic. 
 
  22.  "Street - Cul-de-sac Street" - A minor street with only one outlet and 
having an appropriate terminal for the safe and convenient reversal of traffic movement. 
 
  23.  "Street Width" - The shortest distance between lines of lots delineating the 
street. 
 
  24.  "Subdivision" - A described tract of land which is to be or has been divided 
into two or more lots or parcels, any of which resultant parcels is less than five acres in area, for 
the purpose of transfer of ownership or building development or, if a new street is involved, any 
division of a parcel of land.  The term includes resubdivision and, where it is appropriate to the 
context, relates either to the process of subdividing or to the land subdivided. 
 
  25.  "Tangent" - A straight line which is perpendicular to the radius of a curve 
where a tangent meets a curve. 
 
  26.  "U.S.G.S. Datum" - Refers to the United States Geodetic Survey Datum 
(1929 adjustment). 
 
  27.  "Variance" - A modification of or waiver from the strict interpretation of 
the provision of the Zoning Chapter as applied to a specific situation. 
 
  28.  "Vertical Curve" - The surface curvature connecting lines of different 
percentage of grade. 
     Source:  City Code of 1976 
     Effective Date:  12-02-76 
 
  (Sections 12.04 through 12.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
   (Pages 534 through 538 reserved) 
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 § 12.10 
 SEC. 12.10.  SUBDIVISION AND PLATTING PROCEDURES. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Procedures.  Before dividing any tract of land into two or more lots or 
parcels, any owner or subdivider shall follow the procedures outlined below: 
 
   A.  The subdivider shall file a written application with the Zoning 
Administrator requesting the consideration of a preliminary plat by the Planning Commission 
and the Council. 
 
   B.  The subdivider shall submit to the Zoning Administrator, at least five 
working days prior to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission, ten copies of a preliminary 
plat which shall contain the items outlined in this Section. 
 
   C.  The Planning Commission shall within 60 days from the date of 
application, take action. in the form of a recommendation to the Council on the preliminary plat.  
The recommendation of the Planning Commission shall be in the following manner: 
 
    1.  Approval of the preliminary plat as submitted; 
 
    2.  Rejection of the preliminary plat with rationales forwarded to 
the subdivider; 
 
    3.  Approval of the preliminary plat conditioned on the subdivider 
making changes in the preliminary plat as required by the Planning Commission. 
 
   D.  The Council shall take action on the preliminary plat as detailed in this 
Section.  If the Council approves a preliminary plat, that approval shall authorize the subdivider 
to prepare a final plat. 
 
   E.  The subdivider, if authorized, shall submit a final plat, within one year 
from the date of approval of a preliminary plat, to the Zoning Administrator.  The final plat shall 
contain the items outlined in Section 12.40.  If requested by the subdivider, the Council may 
extend that time limit. 
 
   F.  The Planning Commission shall review the final plat to assure com-
pliance with the designated requirements of this Section, and that all improvements will be made 
in compliance with Section 12.50.  The Planning Commission shall make a recommendation on 
the final plat to the Council. 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 § 12.10 
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   G.  The Council shall take action on the final plat based on the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and if the final plat is approved, shall indicate its 
approval in the form specified in Section 12.40. 
 
     Source:  City Code of 1976 
     Effective Date:  12-02-76 
 
 
  (Sections 12.11 through 12.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 541 through 550 reserved) 
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 § 12.30 
 
 SEC. 12.30.  PRELIMINARY PLAT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Items Required.  The following items shall be included on any 
preliminary plat: 
 
   A.  An up-to-date certified abstract of title or registered property 
certificate showing title in the applicant.  If property is being acquired under option, this should 
be included with the abstract. 
 
   B.  Existing conditions: 
 
    1.  Proposed name of subdivision, which name shall not duplicate 
the name of any plat heretofore recorded in the County. 
 
    2.  Location by section, township and range, or by other legal 
description. 
 
    3.  Names and addresses of the owner and subdivider having 
control of the lands included in said preliminary plat, the designer of the plat and the surveyor. 
 
    4.  Graphic scale, not less than one inch to one hundred feet. 
 
    5.  North point, designated as true north. 
 
    6.  Date of preparation. 
 
    7.  Boundary line survey, including measured distances and angles, 
which shall close by latitude and departure with an error of closure not exceeding one foot in 
5,000 feet. 
 
    8.  Total acreage in said preliminary plat computed to one-
hundredth of an acre. 
 
    9.  Location and names of existing or platted streets or other public 
ways, parks and other public open spaces, permanent buildings and structures, easements and 
section and corporate limits within the tract and to a distance of one hundred feet beyond the 
tract. 
 
    10.  If the proposed subdivision is rearrangement or a re-plat of 
any former plat, the lot and block arrangement of the original plat along with its original name 
shall be indicated by dotted or dashed lines.  Also, any revised or vacated roadways of the 
original plat shall be so indicated. 
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    11.  Location and size of existing paved streets, railroads, sewers, 
water mains, quarries, gravel pits, culverts or other underground facilities within the tract and to 
a distance of one hundred feet beyond the tract.  Also, such data as grades, invert elevations and 
location of catch basins, manholes and hydrants. 
 
    12.  Boundary lines of adjoining platted or unplatted land within 
one hundred feet of the tract as shown on Stevens County records, and the owner's name. 
 
    13.  Complete topographic map with existing intervals, not greater 
than two feet, water courses and marshes including their acreage, rock out-crops and other 
significant features; all superimposed on at least one print of the preliminary plat.  Uses datum 
shall be used for all topographic mapping.  High water, elevation and date thereof if any part of 
the area is subject to changes in the level of surface water. 
 
    14.  Sufficient soil borings to determine soil classification and 
water table elevation - down to and including the depth of proposed utilities. 
 
    15.  A separate copy of restrictive covenants, if any, of all 
adjoining subdivisions. 
 
   C.  Proposed Condition: 
 
    1.  Layout of streets, showing right-of-way widths and names of 
streets. 
 
    2.  Locations and widths of alleys, pedestrian ways and utility 
easements. 
 
    3.  Proposed street and alley grades, if any, and a complete set of 
profiles showing both existing and proposed grade lines. 
 
    4. Proposed location and size of storm and sanitary sewer lines and 
water mains and approximate gradient of sewer lines. 
 
    5.  Layout, lot and block numbers, and typical lot dimensions 
scaled to the nearest foot. 
 
    6.  Areas other than those mentioned above intended to be 
dedicated for public use, including size. 
 
    7.  A separate draft of proposed restrictive covenants, if they are to 
be used, for the preliminary plat. 
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    8.  A topographic map showing proposed contour intervals. 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

551 

  Subd. 2.  Design Requirements.  The following design requirements shall 
regulate the subdivision and platting: 
 
   A.  The preliminary plat must cover all of the subdivider's contiguous 
land, but the final plat may cover only a portion of the preliminary plat, provided it is in 
conformance with an approved preliminary plat and other requirements herein. 
 
    B.  Where the parcel is subdivided into larger tracts than for building lots, 
such parcels shall be divided so as to allow for the opening of major streets and the ultimate 
extension of adjacent minor streets. 
 
    C.  Subdivisions showing unplatted strips or private streets controlling 
access to public ways shall not receive approval. 
 
   D.  The arrangement, character, extent, width and location of streets shall 
conform to the master plan, the approved standard street sections and all applicable City Code 
provisions and shall be considered in their relation to existing and planned streets, to reasonable 
circulation of traffic, to topographical conditions, to runoff of storm water, to public 
convenience and safety and in their appropriate relation to the proposed uses of the area to be 
served. 
 
   E.  Street right of way widths shall be as shown in the master plan and 
where not shown therein, shall be not less than as follows: 
 
   Major arterial     100 feet 
   Minor or terminal    80 feet 
  
   Collector     70 feet 
   Minor Streets     60 feet 
 
   Terminating in cul-de-sac   50 feet 
   Marginal access    40 feet 
 
   F.  Street intersections, at both center line and property line, in so far as 
practical shall be at right angles. 
 
   G.  Street jogs with center line off-sets of less than one hundred and 
twenty five feet shall be avoided. 
 
   H.  A tangent of at least one hundred feet long shall be introduced 
between reverse curves on arterial and collector streets and fifty feet on other streets. 
 

 § 12.30 
 
   I.  Where street center lines within a block have a deflection angle of 
more than ten degrees there shall be a connecting curve with a radius adequate to insure a sight 
distance of not less than two hundred feet for minor and collector streets, and of such greater 
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radii as the Planning Commission shall determine for special cases. 
 
   J.  Property lines at street intersections shall be rounded with a radius of at 
least twenty feet or with comparable cut-offs or chords in place of rounded corners. 
 
   K.  Street grades wherever feasible shall not exceed seven percent and in 
no case shall they be less than two tenths percent (.2). 
 
   L.  Different connecting street gradients shall be connected with vertical 
parabolic curves.  Minimum length, in feet, of these curves for collector streets shall be 15 times 
the algebraic difference in the percent of grade of the two adjacent slopes.  For minor streets the 
minimum length shall be 7½ times the algebraic difference in the percent of grade of the two 
adjacent slopes. 
 
   M.  Minor streets shall be so aligned that their use by through traffic will 
be discouraged. 
 
   N.  Cul-de-sac streets designed to be so permanently, shall not be longer 
than five hundred feet, measured along the center line from the intersection of origin to end of 
right of way.  Each cul-de-sac shall have terminus of nearly circular shape with a minimum right 
of way diameter of one hundred feet and a minimum outside roadway diameter of eighty feet.  
The property line at the intersection of the turn-around and the straight portion of the street shall 
be rounded at a radius of not less than twenty feet.  Where a street dead ends at the property line 
of the tract, the developer shall submit a plan for ingress and egress acceptable to the Planning 
Commission. 
 
   O.  Half-streets shall be prohibited, except where essential to the 
reasonable development of the subdivision or the completion of the existing half street in 
conformity with other requirements of these regulations and where the Planning Commission 
finds that it will be practicable to require the dedication of the other half when the adjoining 
property is subdivided. 
 
   P.  Street names or numbers shall be used and shall not duplicate or be 
confused with names of existing streets and they shall be subject to approval by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
   Q.  Alleys, where permitted by the City, shall be twenty feet wide in 
residential areas and thirty feet wide in commercial areas.  The City may require alleys in 
commercial areas where adequate off-street loading space is not available.  Alley intersections 
and sharp changes in alignment shall be avoided, but where necessary, corners shall be cut off  

 § 12.30 
 
sufficiently to permit safe vehicular movement.  Dead end alleys shall be avoided, but if 
unavoidable, shall be provided with adequate turn-around facilities at the dead-end. 
 
   R.  Easements at least twelve feet wide, centered on rear or side lot lines, 
shall be provided for utilities, where necessary.  They shall have continuity of alignment from 
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block to block and at deflection points, easements for pole-line anchors shall be provided.  In the 
case of underground utilities, the easement shall be two times the depth at which the utility is 
buried. 
 
   S.  Where a subdivision is traversed by a water course, drainageway, 
channel or stream, a storm-water easement or drainage right-of- way conforming substantially 
with the lines of such water courses shall be provided, together with such further width or 
construction, or both, as will be adequate for the storm-water drainage of the area. 
 
   T.  The maximum length of blocks shall be eighteen hundred feet.  Blocks 
over nine hundred feet long may require pedestrian ways at least ten feet wide at their 
approximate centers.  The use of additional accessways, to schools, parks and other destinations 
may be required. 
 
   U.  Blocks intended for commercial and industrial use must be designed as 
such, and the block must be of sufficient size to provide for adequate off-street parking, loading 
and such other facilities as are required to satisfy the requirements of the Zoning Chapter. 
 
   V.  The minimum lot size and dimensions in subdivisions designed for the 
"R", Residence Zone shall be: 
 
    1.  Width, seventy-five feet at the established building set-back 
line and sixty feet at the front lot line; 
 
    2.  Width of seventy-five feet at the established building set-back 
line and fifty feet at the property line of cul-de-sacs; 
 
    3.  Depth, one hundred twenty feet; 
   
    4.  Area, nine thousand square feet. 
 
   W.  Lots intended for commercial, industrial or any other than residential 
uses, shall be designed as such, and the lot shall be of adequate size to allow off-street parking or 
loading areas and such other facilities as are required by the Zoning Chapter. 
 
   X.  Corner lots in residence zones shall have at least ten feet extra width 
and sufficient depth for establishing building set-back on both streets. 
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   Y.  All lots must have at least the minimum required frontage on a 
dedicated public street. 
 
   Z.  All lots must have a minimum of thirty feet in width at the rear lot 
line. 
 
   AA.  Side lot lines shall be substantially at right angles or radial to the 
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street line. 
 
   BB.  Double-frontage or lots with frontage on two parallel streets shall be 
avoided. 
 
   CC.  Lots abutting on a water course, drainage way, channel or stream 
shall have an additional depth or width, as required, to assure house sites that are not subject to 
flooding. 
 
   DD.  The City requires that all new subdivisions within its zoning 
authority dedicate seven percent of the gross area of the subdivision for public use such as parks, 
playgrounds, or other such uses, such seven percent being in addition to the property dedicated 
for streets, alleys or other public ways. 
 
   EE.  The City is not required to accept land that is unsuitable for parks or 
playgrounds.  For land to be eligible for parkland dedication, at least fifty percent of the land to 
be dedicated must have a slope of four percent or less, and not be located in an existing 
watercourse, drainage easement or water ponding area.  In addition, land to be dedicated must 
have a cover of six inches or more of topsoil suitable for the seeding and cultivating of grass, 
and must be of suitable size and configuration to meet the needs of a park, or open space. 
 
   FF.  The City will require cash payment equivalent to the fair market 
value of seven percent of the gross unimproved area of the subdivision in lieu of land dedication 
if: 
 
    1.  The subdivision is adjacent, or within one-quarter mile of the 
border of an already existing Public Park, recreation facility, or publicly maintained open space. 
 
    2.  Or, the amount of parkland required to be dedicated in the new 
subdivision is less than two acres and the total area in the new subdivision and any adjoining 
unserved subdivisions is less than 30 acres. 
 
    3.  Or, the land to be dedicated is deemed by the Planning 
Commission an unsuitable parcel of land for park purposes, or not in congruence with existing 
plans for future park development. 
 
    4.  Or, if the land to be dedicated is outside the corporate limits of 
the City. 

 § 12.30 
 
   GG.  If it is determined that cash payment is required in lieu of land 
dedication, the County Assessor will determine the fair market value of seven percent of the 
gross area of unimproved land once the final plat is received.  This amount must be paid in full 
before the final plat is recorded.  If the applicant disputes the fee determined by the County 
Assessor, the applicant may appeal the determination to the City Council.  This appeal must be 
filed within fifteen days after approval of the application and the deposit of the fee into escrow.  
If the applicant fails to file an appeal in the prescribed time limits the matter is deemed settled.  
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The City Council must return a decision within thirty days from the submission of the appeal.  If 
the applicant disputes the fee imposed by the City, the applicant may appeal under Minnesota 
statutes section 462.361, provided that the appeal is brought within sixty days after approval of 
the application.  Any money paid to the City in lieu of land dedication shall be placed in a 
special fund to be used to acquire land for parks, playgrounds, public open space, storm water 
holding areas or ponds, developments of existing areas, and debt retirement for any land 
previously acquired by the city for such public purposes.  
 
     Source:  Ordinance #59, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  June 28, 2005 
 
  (Sections 12.31 through 12.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
    (Pages 558 through 566 reserved) 
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 § 12.40 
 

 SEC. 12.40.  FINAL PLAT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Items Required.  The following items shall be included on all final 
plats: 
 
   A.  All information, except topographic data, water and sewer locations, 
required on the preliminary plat shall be accurately shown. 
 
   B.  The plat shall be at a convenient scale of not less than one inch equals 
one hundred feet. 
 
   C.  Municipal, township, county or section lines accurately tied to the 
lines of the subdivision by distance and angles. 
 
   D.  Streets and roadways to be named and the names indicated on the plat.  
A sequence of street naming shall be followed, consistent to the pattern that has been established 
by usage in the particular area under consideration.  All dimensions shall be shown for streets, 
roadways, etc., horizontal curve data shall be indicated by central angle, radii and arc length. 
 
   E.  Accurate location and the ties of all monuments, which shall be 
magnetic iron permanent monuments of an accepted design which shall be set at each corner or 
angle on the outside boundary of the final plat.  The outside boundary lines of the plat shall be 
correctly designated on the plat and shall show bearings on all straight lines, or angles at all 
angle points; all monuments and surveyor's irons to be indicated, each angle point of the 
boundary perimeter to be so monumented.  All irons shall have finder stakes as approved by the 
City Manager. 
 
   F.  Pipes or steel rods shall be placed at each corner of each lot, at each 
intersection of street centerlines and all points of curvature on lot lines and center lines.  All U.S. 
State, County or other official bench marks, monuments or triangulation stations in or adjacent 
to the property shall be shown on the plat and all necessary angles pertaining to the lots and 
blocks, as an aid to future surveys, shall be shown on the plat.  No ditto marks will be permitted 
in indicating dimensions. 
 
   G.  Lots are to be numbered in numerical order and in tracts containing 
more than one block, the blocks are to be numbered in numerical order. 
 
   H.  Accurate outlines and legal descriptions of any areas to be dedicated 
or reserved for public use, or for the exclusive use of property owners within the subdivision, 
with the purposes indicated therein. 
 
   I.  In case of re-arrangement or replat, the original platting of the sub-
division shall be shown dotted. 
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   J.  Judicial and County ditches to be shown by dimensions and angles as 
determined from the records on file in the County. 
 
   K.  Low land and water shall be indicated by the proper identification 
symbol. 
 
   L.  The names and platting of adjoining subdivisions shall be shown 
dotted to a distance from the boundaries of the plat under consideration of 100 feet, minimum.  
Dimensions of such adjoining plats need not be shown, but the lot, block and street arrangement 
must be shown.  Where adjacent land is not platted, it shall be so indicated. 
 
   M.  The name of the subdivision shall be lettered in prominent print at the 
top of the plat, together with the name of the City and County wherein the subdivision lies.  The 
name of the subdivision shall be simple in nature, easy to pronounce and shall not duplicate in 
exact name any plat on record in Stevens County. 
 
   N.  Notarized certification by a registered land surveyor, to the effect that 
the plat represents a survey made by him/her and that monuments and markers shown therein 
exist as located and that all dimensional and geodetic details are corrected. 
 
   O.  Notarized certification by owner, and by any mortgage holder of 
record, of the adoption of the plat and the dedication of streets and other public areas. 
 
   P.  Certification showing that all taxes and special assessments due on the 
property have been paid in full. 
 
   Q.  Form for approval by the Council is as follows: 
 

Approved by the City Council of Morris, Minnesota this 
day of ________________________. 19_____. 

 
    Signed_____________________________ 
     (Chairman) 
 
    Attest_____________________________ 
     (Secretary) 
 
   R.  Form for approval by the Stevens County Auditor and the County 
Recorder as may be required by their standards. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Registered Land Surveys.  Land may be subdivided into tracts of at 
least 2.5 acres in lieu of platting by a registered and survey subject to the following: 
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   A.  The registered land survey shall be presented to the Planning 
Commission in the form of a preliminary plat. 
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   B.  The Planning Commission shall approve the arrangement, sizes and 
relationship of proposed tracts and all tracts to be used as easements or roads shall be so 
designated. 
 
   C.  No building permit shall be issued for buildings on tracts which have 
been subdivided by registered land surveys and the City shall not take over tracts or streets or 
roads nor shall the City improve, repair, or maintain those tracts unless Planning Commission 
and Council approval shall be secured in the manner prescribed in Section 12.10. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Conveyance by Metes and Bounds.  No conveyance of parcels in 
which the land conveyed is described by metes and bounds shall be made except in the following 
cases: 
 
   A.  Each parcel described in the conveyance is greater than five acres in 
area and greater than 300 feet in width. 
 
   B.  Each parcel was a separate parcel of record on or before June 24, 
1963. 
 
   C.  An agreement to convey such smaller parcel was entered into prior to 
June 24, 1963 and the instruments showing the agreement are recorded in the office of the 
County Recorder within one year thereafter. 
 
   D.  Each parcel was not less than two and one-half acres in area and 150 
feet in width on January 1, 1966. 
 
   E.  In any case in which the compliance with this Section shall involve an 
unnecessary hardship, the conveyance shall be subject to the following: 
 
    1.  The conveyance shall be presented to the Planning Commission 
and the Council. 
 
    2.  The Planning Commission and the Council shall, upon finding 
that the conveyance does not interfere with the purpose of this Chapter and the Zoning Chapter, 
adopt a resolution to that effect and forward it to the County Recorder. 
 
     Source:  City Code of 1976 
     Effective Date:  12-02-76 
 
  (Sections 12.41 through 12.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
    (Pages 570 through 579 reserved) 
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 § 12.50 
 
 SEC. 12.50.  PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Improvements Required.  No final plat shall be approved by the 
Council until the owner and subdivider of the land covered by the plat shall execute and submit 
to the Council an agreement, which shall be binding on his or her or their heirs, personal 
representatives and assigns, that the owner and subdivider shall cause no private construction to 
be made on that plat, nor shall file nor shall cause to be filed any application for building permits 
for any construction until all improvements required under the provisions of this Chapter and the 
Zoning Chapter have been made subject to the following standards and procedures: 
 
   A.  In addition to the standards of improvements set forth in Chapter 7 of 
the City Code, the following shall apply in all new subdivided areas: 
 
    1.  Where a connection to the City water system is presently avail-
able at or reasonably near the boundary of the subdivision, water distribution facilities, including 
fire hydrants, shall be installed within the subdivision.  Service connections shall be installed to 
the property line.  Water mains shall be a minimum of six inches in diameter and shall meet all 
City standards therefor. 
 
    2.  Sanitary sewers including branches to the property line of each 
lot shall be installed to serve all properties in the subdivision where a connection to the City 
sewer system is available at or reasonably near the boundary of the subdivision, and must be 
constructed before the stabilization of the gravel base and paving of the right-of-way is 
completed. 
 
    3.  If the subdivision requires additional trunk sewers, they shall be 
installed in accordance with City standards, the costs apportioned according to agreement 
between the Council and the owners or subdivider. 
 
    4.  Adequate provisions for the drainage of surface water from all 
areas of the subdivision shall be required.  Storm sewers shall be constructed before the 
stabilization of the gravel base and paving of the right-of-way is completed. 
 
    5.  The full width of the right-of-way of any street shall be 
excavated, filled and graded in accordance with City standards. 
 
    6.  Street trees shall be planted in conformance with a planting 
plan and standards approved by the City. 
 
    7.  Street signs of standard design approved by the City shall be in-
stalled at each street intersection. 
 
 
 

  § 12.50 
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    8.  If the subdivision is not to be served by the public City sewer 
system, private restrictions shall be filed with the final plat and incorporated in each deed, 
calling for the installation on each lot of an individual sewerage disposal system meeting fully 
the requirements of the City, County or State officials having jurisdiction. 
 
   B.  Public improvements in all new subdivisions shall be made at the 
expense of the property owner or subdivider subject to the following procedures: 
 
    1.  The owner or subdivider may take all required public 
improvements and shall in that case submit to the City Manager a time table detailing the 
method and schedule by which the required improvements will be made, which time table is to 
include complete plans and specifications and is to be submitted within 60 days upon com-
pletion.  Upon completion as-built drawings shall show the date of connection and such other 
items as the City Manager may require.  If the as-built drawings are not submitted within that 60 
days, the City Manager may authorize surveys to complete the drawings at the expense of the 
owner or subdivider. 
 
    2.  The owner or subdivider may petition the City to make any or 
all required public improvements.  In the event that the City makes the improvements, the 
procedures of Chapter 7 of the City Code shall be followed relating to both making of the 
required improvements and assessment for the required improvements. 
 
    3.  Prior to the making of the required improvements by the City, 
the owner or subdivider shall file an assessment agreement which shall be approved by the 
Council or shall deposit with the City Manager an amount equal to the estimated cost of the 
required improvements, either in cash or an indemnity bond, with sureties satisfactory to the 
City, conditioned upon the payment of all construction costs incurred by the City for engineering 
and legal fees and other expenses in connection with the making of the required improvements. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Conditions for Variance.  The Planning Commission may grant a 
variance subject to the following conditions: 
 
   A.  That there are special circumstances or conditions affecting said 
property such that the strict application of these provisions would deprive the applicant of the 
reasonable use of his/her land. 
 
   B.  That the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a 
substantial property right of the petitioner. 
 
   C.  That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public 
welfare or injurious to other property in the territory in which property is situated. 
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   D.  That the granting of the variance shall result in the development of a 
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complete community or neighborhood which provides adequate public spaces and includes 
provisions for efficient circulation, light and air and other needs.  The subdivision shall contain 
at least 50 acres and the total area in square feet devoted to residential lots, parks and playground 
areas divided by the total number of residential lots shall equal or exceed nine thousand square 
feet. 
 
   E.  That the proposed project will constitute a desirable and stable 
community development. 
 
   F.  That the proposed project will be in harmony with adjacent areas. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Procedures for Securing a Variance.  A variance shall be granted 
subject to the following procedures: 
 
   A.  Application.  Any person desiring a variance shall make written 
application providing such information as is necessary to the Zoning Administrator on a form 
supplied by the City. 
 
   B.  Hearing.  The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on 
the variance.  Notice of the hearing shall be published in the official newspaper at least 10 days 
before the hearing.  Written notice shall be sent to all affected persons and to all property owners 
within 300 feet of the property for which a variance is desired. 
 
   C.  The Planning Commission after review of the application and within 
14 days after the hearing shall make a decision on the variance.  A copy of the decision shall be 
mailed to the person applying for the variance, and the City Manager. 
 
   D.  In granting any adjustment or a variance under the provisions of this 
Section, the Planning Commission shall designate such conditions in connection therewith as 
will, in its opinion, secure substantially the objectives of the regulations or provisions to which 
the adjustment or variance is granted, as to light, air and the public health, safety, comfort, 
convenience and general welfare. 
 
   E.  The person applying for the variance, or the City, may within 30 days 
file a written appeal to the Council from the decision of the Planning Commission. 
 
      Source:  City Code of 1976 
      Effective Date:  12-02-76 
 
 (Sections 12.51 through 12.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
   (Pages 583 through 592 reserved) 
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§ 12.99 
 
 SEC. 12.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof. 
 
     Source:  City Code of 1976 
     Effective Date:  12-02-76 
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CHAPTER 13 
 

SHORELAND MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 SECTION 13.01.  STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION AND POLICY. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Statutory Authorization.  These shoreland provisions are adopted 
pursuant to the authorization and policies contained in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103F, 
Minnesota Regulations, Parts 6120.2500 - 6120.3900, and planning and zoning enabling 
legislation in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
462. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Policy.  The uncontrolled use of shorelands of the City of Morris, 
Minnesota affects the public health, contributing to pollution of public waters, but also by 
impairing the local tax base.  Therefore, it is in the best interests of the public health, safety and 
welfare to provide for the wise subdivision, use and development of shorelands of public waters.  
The Legislature of Minnesota has delegated responsibility to local governments of the State to 
regulate the subdivision, use and development of the shorelands of public waters and thus 
preserve and enhance the quality of surface waters, conserve the economic and natural 
environmental values of shorelands, and provide for the wise use of waters and related land 
resources.  This responsibility is hereby recognized by the City. 
 
 SEC. 13.02.  GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Jurisdiction.  The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to the 
shorelands of the public water bodies as classified in this Chapter.  Pursuant to Minnesota 
Regulations, Parts 6120.2500 - 6120.3900, no lake, pond, or flowage less than ten acres in size 
need be regulated in a local government's shoreland regulations.  A body of water created by a 
private user where there was no previous shoreland may, at the discretion of the City, be exempt 
from this Chapter. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Compliance.  The use of any shoreland of public waters; the size and 
shape of lots; the use, size, type and location of structures on lots; the installation and 
maintenance of water supply and waste treatment systems, the grading and filling of any 
shoreland area; the cutting of shoreland vegetation; and the subdivision of land shall be in full 
compliance with the terms of this Chapter and other applicable regulations.  No variance may be 
granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the zoning district in which the subject 
parcel is located.  In considering variance requests, the Board of Adjustment must consider 
whether existing sewage treatment property need upgrading before additional development is 
approved. 
   A.  Notifications to the Department of Natural Resources. 
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    1.  Copies of all notices of any public hearings to consider 
variances, amendments, or conditional uses must be sent to the Commissioner or the 
Commissioner's designated representative and postmarked at least ten days before the hearings.  
Notices of hearings to consider proposed subdivisions/plats must include copies of the 
subdivision/plat. 
 
    2.  A copy of approved amendments and subdivisions/plats, and 
final decisions granting variances or conditional uses must be sent to the Commissioner or the 
Commissioner's designated representative and postmarked within ten days of final action. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Enforcement.  The Zoning Administrator is responsible for the 
administration and enforcement of this Chapter.  Violations of this Chapter can occur regardless 
of whether or not a permit is required for a regulated activity. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Interpretation.  In their interpretation and application, the provisions 
of this Chapter shall be held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in 
favor of the City and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other powers granted by 
State Statutes. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Severability.  If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this 
Chapter is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this Chapter shall not be affected thereby. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Abrogation and Greater Restrictions.  It is not intended by this 
Chapter to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed restrictions.  
However, where this Chapter imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this Chapter shall 
prevail. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Definitions.  The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have 
the meanings stated.  All distances, unless otherwise specified, shall be measured horizontally. 
 
   1.  "Accessory Structure or "Facility" - Any building or improvement 
subordinate to a principal use which, because of the nature of its use, can reasonably be located 
at or greater than normal structure setbacks. 
 
   2.  "Bluff" - A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment 
having the following characteristics (an area with an average slope of less than 18 percent over a 
distance for 50 feet or more shall not be considered part of the bluff): 
 
    A.  Part or all of the feature is located in a shoreland area; 
 
    B.  The slope rises at least 25 feet above the ordinary high water 
level of the waterbody; 
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    C.  The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point 25  
feet or more above the ordinary high water level averages 30 percent or greater; and 
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    D.  The slope must drain toward the waterbody. 
 
   3.  "Bluff impact zone" - A bluff and land located within 20 feet from 
the top of a bluff. 
 
   4.  "Boathouse" - A structure designed and used solely for the storage of 
boats or boating equipment. 
 
   5.  "Building line" - That line measured across the width of the lot at the 
point where the main structure is placed in accordance with setback provisions. 
 
   6.  "Commercial" - Business activity of a normal wholesale or retail 
nature and including such travel related facilities as automobile accessory stores and gasoline 
filling stations, bowling alleys, cafes (including drive-in eating establishments), dairy product 
stores, self-service laundries, liquor  stores, motels, hotels, restaurants, trailer parks and 
campgrounds, resorts and related recreation uses. 
 
   7.  "Commissioner" - Commissioner of the Department of Natural 
Resources. 
 
   8.  "Conditional use" - A land use or development as defined by 
ordinance that would not be appropriate generally but may be allowed with appropriate 
restrictions as provided by official controls upon a finding that certain conditions as detailed in 
the Zoning Chapter of the City Code exist, the use or development conforms to the 
comprehensive land use plan of the community, and the use is compatible with the existing 
neighborhood. 
 
   9.  "Deck" - A horizontal, unenclosed platform with or without attached 
railings, seats  trellises, or other features, attached or functionally related to a principal use or 
site and at any point extending more than three feet above ground. 
 
   10.  "Duplex," "triplex," and "quad" - A dwelling structure on a single 
lot, having two, three, and four units, respectively, being attached by common walls and each 
unit equipped with separate sleeping, cooking, eating, living, and sanitation facilities. 
 
   11.  "Dwelling site" - A designated location for residential use by one or 
more persons using temporary or movable shelter, including camping and recreational vehicle 
sites. 
 
   12.  "Dwelling unit"  - Any structure or portion of a structure, or other  
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shelter designed as short or long-term living quarters for one or more persons, including rental or 
timeshare accommodations such as motel, hotel, and resort rooms and cabins. 
 
   13.  "Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW)" - A brief 
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document, in worksheet format, that helps local governments and state agencies decide whether 
a proposed action is a major action with the potential for significant environmental effects and, 
in the case of a private action, whether it is of more than local significance.   If the  action meets 
these criteria, an environmental impact statement (EIS) should be prepared. 
 
   14.  "Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)"  - An informational 
document which contains a thorough evaluation of the environmental effects of a proposed 
project.  The EIS provides information for agencies and private persons which helps them not 
only to  evaluate the impacts of proposed actions which have the potential for significant 
environmental effects, but to consider alternatives and to institute methods for reducing adverse 
environmental effects. 
 
   15.  "Extractive use"  - The use of land for surface or subsurface 
removal of  sand, gravel , rock, industrial minerals, other nonmetallic minerals, and peat not 
regulated under Minnesota Statutes, Sections 93.44 to 93.51. 
 
   16.  "Filtering basin" - A wetland, low area or basin that may contain 
related vegetation which functions to remove sediment, organic matter and other pollutants from 
runoff or waste water by filtration, disposition, infiltration, absorption, decomposition and 
volatization, thereby reducing pollution and protecting the environment. 
 
   17.  "Flood plain" - The areas adjoining a watercourse which have been 
or hereafter may be covered by the regional flood. 
 
   18.  "Floodway" - The channel of the watercourse and those portions of 
the adjoining flood plains which are reasonably required to carry and discharge the regional 
flood. 
 
   19.  "Forest land conversion" -  The clear cutting of forested lands to 
prepare for a new land use other than reestablishment of a subsequent forest stand. 
 
   20.  "Guest cottage" - A structure used as a dwelling unit that may 
contain sleeping spaces and kitchen and bathroom facilities in addition to those provided in the 
primary dwelling unit on a lot. 
 
   21.  "Hardship" - The same as that term is defined in Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 462 (for municipalities). 
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   22.  "Height of building" - The vertical distance between the highest 
adjoining ground level at the building or ten feet above the lowest ground level, whichever is 
lower, and the highest point of a flat roof or average height of the highest gable of a pitched or 
hipped roof. 
 
   23.  "Industrial" - Any activity engaged in the cleaning, servicing, 
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testing, repairing, storage, construction, or fabrication of goods or products, including mining or 
stripping of soils or minerals. 
 
   24.  "Intensive vegetation clearing" - The complete removal of trees or 
shrubs in a contiguous patch, strip, row, or block. 
 
   25.  "Lot" - A parcel of land designated by plat, metes and bounds, 
registered land survey, auditors plot, or other accepted means and separated from other parcels 
or portions by said description for the purpose of sale, lease, or separation. 
 
   26.  "Lot width" - The shortest distance between lot lines as measured at 
the legal building setback line and not being less than the required lake frontage. 
 
   27.  "Nonconformity" - Any legal use, structure or parcel of land already 
in existence, recorded, or authorized before the adoption of official controls or amendments 
thereto that would not have been permitted to become established under the terms of the official 
controls as now written, if the official controls had been in effect prior to  the date  it was  
established, recorded or authorized. 
 
   28.  "Ordinary high water level" - The boundary of public waters and 
wetlands, and shall be an elevation delineating the highest water level which has been 
maintained for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly that 
point where the natural vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly 
terrestrial.  For watercourses, the ordinary high water level is the elevation of the top of the bank 
of the channel.  For reservoirs and flowages, the ordinary high water level is the operating 
elevation of the normal summer pool. 
 
   29.  "Planned unit development" - A type of development characterized 
by a unified site design for a number of dwelling sites on a parcel, whether for sale, rent, or 
lease, and also usually involving clustering of these units or sites to provide areas of common 
open space, density increases, and a mix of structure types and land uses.  These developments 
may be organized and operated as condominiums, time-share condominiums, cooperatives, full 
fee ownership, commercial enterprises, or any combination of these,  or  cluster  subdivisions  of  
dwelling units, residential condominiums, townhouses, apartment buildings, campgrounds, 
recreational vehicle parks, resorts, hotels, motels, and conversions of structures and land uses to 
these uses. 
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   30.  "Public waters" - Any waters as defined in Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 103G.005, Subd. 15. 
 
   31.  "Semipublic use" - The use of land by a private, nonprofit 
organization to provide a public service that is ordinarily open to some persons outside the 
regular constituency of the organization. 
 
   32.  "Sensitive resource management" - The preservation and 
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management of areas unsuitable for development in their natural state due to constraints such as 
shallow soils over groundwater or bedrock, highly erosive or expansive soils, steep slopes, 
susceptibility to flooding, or occurrence of flora or fauna in need of special protection. 
 
   33.  "Setback" - The  minimum horizontal distance between a structure, 
sewage treatment system, or other facility and an ordinary high water level, sewage treatment 
system, top of a bluff, road, highway, property line, or other facility. 
 
   34.  "Sewage treatment system" - A septic tank and soil absorption 
system or other individual or cluster type sewage treatment system. 
 
   35.  "Sewer system" - Pipelines or conduits, pumping stations, and force 
main, and all other construction, devices, appliances, or appurtenances used for conducting 
sewage or industrial waste or other wastes to a point of ultimate disposal. 
 
   36.  "Shore impact zone" - Land located between the ordinary high 
water level of a public water and a line parallel to it at a setback of 50 feet for agricultural land 
uses and 50 percent of the structure setback for all other land uses. 
 
   37.  "Shoreland" - Land located within the following distances from 
public waters:  1,000 feet from the ordinary high water level of a lake, pond, or flowage; and 
300 feet from a river or stream, or the landward extent of a floodplain designated by ordinance 
on a river or stream, whichever is greater.  The limits of shorelands may be reduced whenever 
the waters  involved are bounded by topographic divides which extend landward from the waters 
for lesser distances and when approved by the Commissioner. 
 
   38.  "Significant historic site" - Any archaeological site, standing 
structure, or other property that meets the criteria for eligibility to the National Register of 
Historic Places or is listed in the State Register of Historic Sites, or is determined to be an 
unplatted cemetery that falls under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 307.08.  A 
historic site meets these criteria if it is presently listed on either register or if it is determined to 
meet the qualifications for listing after review by the Minnesota State Archaeologist or the 
Director of the Minnesota Historical Society.  All unplatted cemeteries are automatically 
considered to be significant historic sites. 
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   39.  "Steep slope" - Land where agricultural activity or development is 
either not recommended or described as poorly suited due to slope steepness and the site's soil 
characteristics, as mapped and described in available county soil surveys or other technical 
reports, unless appropriate design and construction techniques and farming practices are used in 
accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.  Where specific information is not available, 
steep slopes are lands having average slopes over 12 percent, as measured over horizontal 
distances of 50 feet or more, that are not bluffs. 
 
   40.  "Structure" - Any building or appurtenance, including decks, except 
aerial or underground utility lines, such as sewer, electric, telephone, telegraph, gas lines, 
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towers, poles, and other supporting facilities. 
 
   41.  "Subdivision" - Land that is divided for the purpose of sale, rent, or 
lease, including planned unit developments. 
 
   42.  "Surface water-oriented commercial use" - The use of land for 
commercial purposes, where access to and use of a surface water feature is an integral part of the 
normal conductance of business.   Marinas, resorts, and restaurants with transient docking 
facilities are examples of such use. 
 
   43.  "Toe of the bluff" - The lower point of a 50-foot segment with an 
average slope exceeding 18 percent. 
 
   44.  "Top of the bluff" - The higher point of a 50-foot segment with an 
average slope exceeding 18 percent. 
 
   45.  "Variance" means the same as that term is defined in Chapter 11 of 
the City Code. 
 
   46.  "Water-oriented accessory structure or facility" - A small, above 
ground  building  or other improvement, except stairways, fences, docks, and retaining walls, 
which, because of the relationship of its use to a surface water feature, reasonably needs to be 
located closer to public water than the normal structure setback.  Examples of such structures 
and facilities include boathouses, screen houses, fish houses. 
 
   47.  "Wetland" - A surface water feature classified as a wetland in the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service Circular No. 39 (1971) edition and shall be identified on 
the Protected Waters Inventory Maps on file in the City Hall. 
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 SEC. 13.03.  ADMINISTRATION.  The administration of this Chapter as in 
accordance with the overall provisions of the Zoning Regulations. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.04 through 13.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 602 through 606 reserved) 
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 SEC. 13.10.  SHORELAND CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM AND LAND USE 
DISTRICTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Shoreland Classification System.  The public waters of the City have 
been classified below consistent with the criteria found in Minnesota Regulations, Part 
16120.3300 and the Protected Waters Inventory Map for Stevens County, Minnesota. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Definition.  The shoreland area for the waterbodies listed below shall 
be as defined in this Chapter and as shown on the Official Zoning Map. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Lakes. 
 
           Protected Waters 
 General Development Lakes  Inventory I.D. # 
 
 A.   Crystal Lake        75-97 
 
  Subd. 4.  Rivers and Streams. 
 
 A. Remote Rivers      Legal Description 
 
 None 
 
 B. Forested Rivers      Legal Description 
 
 None 
 
 C. Transition Rivers     Legal Description 
 
 None 
 
 D. Agricultural Rivers     Legal Description 
 
 Pomme de Terre River    See Official Zoning Map 
 
 E. Urban Rivers      Legal Description 
 
 None 
 
 F. Tributary Streams     * 
 
 None 
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  *  All protected lakes, rivers and streams in the City not classified in this 
Subdivision shall be considered to be classified as shown on the Protected Waters Inventory Map 
for Steven County, a copy of which is hereby adopted by reference.  All other protected waters 
in the City not so classified shall be considered to be classified as general development for lakes 
and tributary, for rivers and streams. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Land Use District Descriptions.  See the provisions of Chapter 11 and 
the Official Zoning Map. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Use and Upgrading of Inconsistent Land Use Districts.  See the 
provisions of Chapter 11 and the Official Zoning Map. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Structure and On-Site Sewage System Setbacks.  Structure and on-
site sewage system setbacks (in feet) from ordinary high water level. 
 
   A.  General Provisions.  The following standards shall apply to all 
shorelands of all public waters within the zoning jurisdiction of the City.  Where the 
requirements of the underlying zoning district as shown on the Official Zoning Map are more 
restrictive than those set forth herein, then the more restrictive standards shall apply. 
 
    1.  The lot area (in square feet) and lot width standards (in feet) for 
single, duplex, triplex and quad residential lots created after the effective date of this Chapter for 
the land and river/stream classifications are the following: 
 
     (a)  Unsewered Lakes: 
 
      (1)  Natural Environment: 
 
     Riparian Lots      Nonriparian Lots 
     Area     Width     Area     Width    
 
  Single  80,000  200     80,000  200 
  Duplex 120,000  300     160,000  400 
 
  Triplex 160,000  400     240,000  600 
  Quad  200,000  500     320,000  800 
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      (2)  Recreational Development: 
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     Riparian Lots      Nonriparian Lots 
     Area     Width     Area     Width   
   
  Single  40,000  150     40,000  150 
  Duplex 80,000  225     80,000  265 
 
  Triplex 120,000  300     120,000  375 
  Quad  160,000  375     160,000  490 
 
      (3)  General Development: 
 
     Riparian Lots      Nonriparian Lots 
     Area     Width     Area     Width   
   
  Single  20,000  100     40,000  150 
  Duplex 40,000  180     80,000  265 
 
  Triplex 60,000  260     120,000  375 
  Quad  80,000  340     160,000  490 
 
     (b)  Unsewered Areas: 
 
                  Rivers and Streams 
      Natural    Recreational   General 
      Environmental  Development  Development 
      Waters          Waters         Waters             
  
 Bldg. Setback 
 From Ordinary 
 High Water Mark  200 ft.    100 ft.    100 ft. 
 
 Elv. of Lowest 
 Floor Above 
 Highest Known 
 Water Level    3 ft.     3 ft.     3 ft. 
 
 Sewage System 
 Setback From 
 Ordinary High 
 Water Mark    150 ft.    75 ft.     75 ft. 
 
 § 13.10 
 
                  Rivers and Streams 
      Natural    Recreational   General 
      Environmental  Development  Development 
      Waters          Waters         Waters             
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 Sewage System Elv. 
 Above Highest 
 Groundwater Level 
 or Bedrock     4 ft.     4 ft.     4 ft. 
 
 Top of Bluff     30 ft.     30 ft.     30 ft. 
 
 Unplatted Cemetery 
 and Significant 
 Historical Sites    50 ft.     50 ft.     50 ft. 
 
     (c)  Commercial, Industrial, Public, and Semi-Public 
Uses Without Water-Oriented Needs.  Uses without water-oriented needs must be located on 
lots or parcels without public waters frontage, or, if located on lots or parcels with public waters 
frontage, must either be set back double the normal ordinary high water level setback or be 
substantially screened from view from the water by vegetation or topography, assuming summer, 
leaf-on conditions.  All industrial uses within shoreland shall require a conditional use permit. 
 
     (d)  Bluff Impact Zones.  Structures and accessory 
facilities, except stairways and landings, must not be placed within bluff impact zones. 
 
     (e)  Sewered Areas.  All provisions for unsewered areas 
shall apply to sewered areas except for the following, which shall supersede the provisions 
applied to unsewered areas: 
 
      (1)  Sewered Lakes: 
       (aa)  Natural Environment: 
 
      Riparian Lots       Nonriparian Lots 
      Area     Width      Area     Width  
    
 
 Single    40,000  125      20,000  125 
 Duplex   70,000  225      35,000  220 
 
 Triplex   100,000  325      52,000  315 
 Quad    130,000  425      65,000  410 
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        (bb)  Recreational Development: 
 
      Riparian Lots       Nonriparian Lots 
      Area     Width      Area     Width  
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 Single    20,000   75       15,000   75 
 Duplex   35,000  135      26,000  135 
 
 Triplex   50,000  195      38,000  190 
 Quad    65,000  255      49,000  245 
 
       (cc)  General Development: 
 
      Riparian Lots       Nonriparian Lots 
      Area     Width      Area     Width  
    
 
 Single    15,000   80       10,000   80 
 Duplex   26,000  135      17,500  135  
 
 Triplex   38,000  195      25,000  190 
 Quad    49,000  255      32,500  245 
 
      (2)  River/Stream Lot Width Standards.  There 
are no minimum lot size requirements for rivers and streams.  The lot width standards for single, 
duplex, triplex and quad residential developments for the six (6) river/stream classifications are: 
 
                   Urban and Tributary 
 Remote   Forested Transition Agricultural       No Sewer   Sewer    
 
Single 300   200   250   150     100  75 
Duplex 450   300   375   225     150  115 
 
Triplex 600   400   500   300     200  150 
Quad  750   500   625   375     250  190 
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    (3)  Building Setback From Ordinary High Water Mark: 
 
    Natural      Recreational   Rivers and Streams 
    Environment   Development  General Development 
    Waters                 Waters                Waters              
 
Building Setback 
From Ordinary 
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High Water Mark   150 ft.     75 ft.     50 ft. 
 
 
                               Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
                               Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
 
 (Sections 13.11 through 13.14, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
 (Pages 613 through 622 reserved) 
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 SEC. 13.15.  ZONING AND WATER SUPPLY/SANITARY PROVISIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Design Criteria for Structures. 
 
   A.  High Water Elevations.  Structures must be placed in accordance 
with any floodplain regulations applicable to the site.  Where these controls do not exist, the 
elevation to which the lowest floor, including basement, is placed or flood-proofed must be 
determined as follows: 
 
    1.  For Lakes, by placing the lowest floor at a level at least three 
feet above the highest known water level, or three feet above the ordinary high water level, 
whichever is higher; 
 
    2.  For rivers and streams, by placing the lowest floor at least three 
feet above the flood of record, if data are available.  If data are not available, by placing the 
lowest floor at least three feet above the ordinary high water level, or by conducting a technical 
evaluation to determine effects of proposed construction upon flood stages and flood flows and 
to establish a flood protection elevation.  Under all three approaches, technical evaluations must 
be done by a qualified engineer or hydrologist consistent with parts 6120.5000 to 6120.6200 
governing the management of flood plain areas.  If more than one approach is used, the highest 
flood protection elevation determined must be used for placing structures and other facilities; 
and 
 
    3.  Water-oriented accessory structures may have the lowest floor 
placed lower than the elevation determined in this Section if the structure is constructed of flood-
resistant materials to the elevation, electrical and mechanical equipment is placed above the 
elevation and, if long duration flooding is anticipated, the structure is built to withstand ice 
action and wind-driven waves and debris. 
 
   B.  Water-oriented Accessory Structures.  Each lot may have one 
water-oriented accessory structure not meeting the normal structure setback of this Chapter if 
this water-oriented accessary structure complies with the following provisions: 
 
    1.  The structure or facility must not exceed ten feet in height, 
exclusive of safety rails, and cannot occupy an area greater than 250 square feet.  Detached 
decks must not exceed eight feet above grade at any point; 
 
    2.  The setback of the structure or facility from the ordinary high 
water level must be at least ten feet; 
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    3.  The structure or facility must be treated to reduce visibility as 
viewed from public waters and adjacent shorelands by vegetation, topography, increased 
setbacks or color, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions; 
 
    4.  The roof may be used as a deck with safety rails, but must not 
be enclosed or used as a storage area; 
 
    5.  The structure or facility must not be designed or used for 
human habitation and must not contain water supply or sewage treatment facilities; and 
 
    6.  As an alternative for general development and recreational 
development waterbodies, water-oriented accessory structures used solely for watercraft storage, 
and including storage of related boating and water-oriented sporting equipment, may occupy an 
area up to 400 square feet provided the maximum width of the structure is 20 feet as measured 
parallel to the configuration of the shoreline. 
 
   C.  Stairways, Lifts, and Landings.  Stairways and lifts are the preferred 
alternative to major topographic alterations for achieving access up and down bluffs and steep 
slopes to shore areas.  Stairways and lifts must meet the following design requirements: 
 
    1.  Stairways and lifts must not exceed four feet in width on 
residential lots.  Wider stairways may be used for commercial properties, public open-space 
recreational properties, and planned unit developments; 
 
    2.  Landings for stairways and lifts on residential lots must not 
exceed 32 square feet in area.  Landings larger than 32 square feet may be used for commercial 
properties, public open-space recreational properties, and planned unit developments; 
 
    3.  Canopies or roofs are not allowed on stairways, lifts, or 
landings. 
 
    4.  Stairways, lifts, and landings may be either constructed above 
the ground on posts or pilings, or placed into the ground, provided they are designed and built in 
a manner that ensures control or soil erosion; 
 
    5.  Stairways, lifts, and landings must be located in the most 
visually inconspicuous portions of lots, as viewed from the surface of the public water assuming 
summer, leaf-on conditions, whenever practical; and 
 
    6.  Facilities such as ramps, lifts, or mobility paths for physically 
handicapped persons are also allowed for achieving access to shore areas, provided that the 
dimensional and performance standards of this Subparagraph C are complied with in addition to 
the requirements of Minnesota Regulations, Chapter 1340. 
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   D.  Significant Historic Sites.  No structure may be placed on a 
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significant historic site in a manner that affects the values of the site unless adequate information 
about the site has been removed and documented in a public repository. 
 
   E.  Steep Slopes.  The City Engineer must evaluate possible soil erosion 
impacts and development visibility from public waters before issuing a permit for construction 
of sewage treatment systems, roads, driveways, structures, or other improvements on steep 
slopes.  When determined necessary, conditions must be attached to issued permits to prevent 
erosion and to preserve existing vegetation screening of structures, vehicles, and other facilities 
as viewed from the surface of public waters, assuming summer, leaf-on vegetation. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Height of Structures.  All structures in residential districts, except 
churches and non-residential agricultural structures, must not exceed 30 feet in height. 
 
                             Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.16 through 13.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 626 through 635 reserved) 



(04-14-97) 
 

621 



(04-14-97) 
 

622 



(04-14-97) 
 

623 



(04-14-97) 
 

624 



(04-14-97) 
 

625 



(04-14-97) 
 

626 



(04-14-97) 
 

627 



(04-14-97) 
 

628 



(04-14-97) 
 

629 



(04-14-97) 
 

630 



(04-14-97) 
 

631 

 § 13.20 
 
 SEC. 13.20.  SHORELAND ALTERATIONS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Purpose.  Alterations of vegetation and topography will be regulated to 
prevent erosion into public waters, fix nutrients, preserve shoreland aesthetics, preserve historic 
values, prevent bank slumping, and protect fish and wildlife habitat. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Vegetation Alterations. 
 
   A.  Vegetation alteration necessary for the construction of structures and 
sewage treatment systems are exempt from the vegetation alteration standards that follow. 
 
   B.  Removal or alteration of vegetation, except for agriculture and forest 
management uses as regulated in Subdivisions 6 and 7 of this Section, is allowed subject to the 
following standards: 
 
    1.  Intensive vegetation clearing within the shore and bluff impact 
zones and on steep slopes is not allowed.  Intensive vegetation clearing for forest land 
conversion to another use outside of these areas is allowable as a conditional use if an erosion 
control and sedimentation plan is developed and approved by the soil and water conservation 
district in which the property is located. 
 
    2.  In shore and bluff impact zones and on steep slopes, limited 
clearing of trees and shrubs and cutting, pruning and trimming of trees is allowed to provide a 
view to the water from the principal dwelling site and to accommodate the placement of 
stairways and landings, picnic areas, access paths, livestock watering areas, beach and watercraft 
access areas, and permitted water-oriented accessory structures or facilities, provided that: 
 
     (a)  The screening of structures, vehicles, or other facilities 
as viewed from the water, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions, is not substantially reduced; 
 
     (b)  Along rivers, existing shading of water surfaces is 
preserved; and 
 
     (c)  The above provisions are not applicable to the removal 
of trees, limbs, or branches that are dead, diseased, or pose safety hazards. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Topographic Alterations/Grading and Filling. 
 
   A.  Grading and filling and excavations necessary for the construction of 
structures, sewage treatment systems, and driveways under validly issued construction permits 
for these facilities do not require the issuance of a separate grading and filling permit.   
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However, the grading and filling standards in this Section must be incorporated into the issuance 
of permits for construction of structures, sewage treatment systems, and driveways. 
 
   B.  Notwithstanding Subparagraph A, above, a grading and filling permit 
will be required for: 
 
    1.  The movement of more than ten (10) cubic yards of material on 
steep slopes or within shore or bluff impact zones; and 
 
    2.  The movement of more than 50 cubic yards of material outside 
of steep slopes and shore and bluff impact zones. 
 
   C.  The following considerations and conditions must be adhered to 
during the issuance of construction permits, grading and filling permits, conditional use permits, 
variances and subdivision approvals: 
 
    1.  Grading or filling in any type 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 wetland must 
be valuated to determine how extensively the proposed activity would affect the following 
functional qualities of the wetland.  This evaluation must also include a determination of 
whether the wetland alteration being proposed requires permits, reviews, or approvals by other 
local, state or federal agencies such as a watershed district, the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, or the United States Army Corps of Engineers.  The applicant will be so advised: 
 
     (a)  Sediment and pollutant trapping and retention; 
 
     (b)  Storage of surface runoff to prevent or reduce flood 
damage; 
 
     (c)  Fish and wildlife habitat; 
 
     (d)  Recreational use; 
 
     (e)  Shoreline or bank stabilization; and 
 
     (f)  Noteworthiness, including special qualities such as 
historic significance, critical habitat for endangered plants and animals, or others. 
 
    2.  Alterations must be designed and conducted in a manner that 
insures only the smallest amount of bare ground is exposed for the shortest time possible; 
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for temporary bare soil coverage, and a permanent vegetation cover must be established as soon 
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as possible; 
 
    4.  Methods to minimize soil erosion and to trap sediments before 
they reach any surface water feature must be used; 
 
    5.  Altered areas must be stabilized to acceptable erosion control 
standards consistent with the field office technical guides of the local soil and water conservation 
districts and the United States Soil Conservation Service; 
 
    6.  Fill or excavated material must not be placed in a manner that 
creates an unstable slope; 
 
    7.  Plans to place fill or excavated material on steep slopes must be 
reviewed by qualified professionals for continued slope stability and must not create finished 
slopes of 30 percent or greater; 
 
    8.  Fill or excavated material must not be placed in bluff impact 
zones; 
 
    9.  Any alterations below the ordinary high water level of public 
waters must first be authorized by the Commissioner under Minnesota Statutes, Section 105.42; 
 
    10.  Alterations of topography must only be allowed if they are 
accessory to permitted or conditional uses and do not adversely affect adjacent or nearby 
properties; and 
 
    11.  Placement of natural rock riprap, including associated grading 
of the shoreline and placement of a filter blanket, is permitted if the finished slope does not 
exceed three feet horizontal to one foot vertical, the landward extent of the riprap is within ten 
feet of the ordinary high water level, and the height of the riprap above the ordinary high water 
level does not exceed three feet, unless approved by the City Engineer. 
 
   D.  Connections to Public Waters.  Excavations where the intended 
purpose is connection to a public water, such as boat slips, canals, lagoons, and harbors, must be 
controlled by local shoreland controls.  Permission for excavations may be given only after the 
Commissioner has approved the proposed connection to public waters. 
 
   E.  Fill below OHW and construction of channels must be in accordance 
with Minnesota Statutes, Section 103G.245. 
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   A.  General Standards. 
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    1.  When possible, existing natural drainage ways, wetlands and 
vegetated soil surfaces must be used to convey, store, filter, and retain stormwater runoff before 
discharge to public waters. 
 
    2.  Development must be planned and conducted in a manner that 
will minimize the extent of disturbed areas, runoff velocities, erosion potential, and reduce the 
delay runoff volumes.  Disturbed areas must be stabilized and protected as soon as possible and 
facilities or methods used to retain sediment on the site. 
 
    3.  When development density, topographic features, and solid and 
vegetation conditions are not sufficient to adequately handle stormwater runoff using natural 
features and vegetation, various types of constructed facilities such as diversions, settling basins, 
skimming devices, waterways, and ponds may be used.  Consideration should be given to 
designs using surface drainage, vegetation, and infiltration rather than buried pipes and 
manmade materials and facilities. 
 
   B.  Specific Standards. 
 
    1.  When constructed facilities are used for stormwater 
management, documentation must be provided by a qualified individual that they are designed 
and installed consistent with acceptable engineering practices. 
 
    2.  New constructed stormwater outfalls to public waters should 
provide for filtering or settling of suspended solids and skimming of surface debris before 
discharge whenever possible. 
 
    3.  Impervious surface coverage of lots must not exceed 25 percent 
of lot area.  When constructed facilities are used for stormwater management, documentation 
must be provided by a qualified individual that they are designed and installed consistent with 
the field office technical guide of the Stevens County Soil & Water Conservation District. 
 
  Subd. 5.  Agriculture Use Standards. 
 
   A.  General cultivation farming, grazing, nurseries, horticulture, truck 
farming, sod farming and wild crop harvesting are permitted uses if steep slopes and shore and 
bluff impact zones are maintained in permanent vegetation or operated under an approved 
conservation plan (Resource Management System) consistent with the field office technical 
guides of the local soil and water conservation districts or the United States Soil Conservation  
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Service.  The shore impact zone for parcels with permitted agricultural land uses is equal to a 
line  
parallel to and 50 feet from the ordinary high water level. 
 
   B.  Application of fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides, animal wastes or other 
chemicals within shorelands must be done in such a way as to minimize impact on the shore 
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impact zone or public water by proper application or use of earth or vegetation. 
 
   C.  Animal feedlots shall not be permitted in the shoreland of public 
waters. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Forest Management Standards.  The harvesting of timber and 
associated reforestation or conversion of forested use to a non-forested use must be conducted 
consistent with the following standards: 
 
   A.  Timber harvesting and associated reforestation must be conducted 
consistent with the provisions of the Minnesota Nonpoint Source Pollution Assessment-Forestry 
and the provisions of Water Quality in Forest Management "Best Management Practices in 
Minnesota." 
 
   B.  If allowed by local governments, forest land conversion to another use 
requires issuance of a conditional use permit and adherence to the following standards: 
 
    1.  Shore and bluff impact zones must not be intensively cleared of 
vegetation; and 
 
    2.  An erosion and sediment control plan is developed and 
approved by the local soil and water conservation district before issuance of a conditional use 
permit for the conversion. 
 
   C.  Use of fertilizer, pesticides or animal wastes within shorelands must 
be done in such a way as to minimize impact on the shore impact zone or public water by proper 
application or use of earth or vegetation. 
 
  Subd. 7.  Extractive Use Standards. 
 
   A.  Site Development and Restoration Plan.  An extractive use site 
development and restoration plan must be developed, approved, and followed over the course of 
operation of the site.  The plan must address dust, noise, possible pollutant discharges, hours and 
duration of operation, and anticipated vegetation and topographic alterations.  It must also 
identify actions to be taken during operation to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
particularly erosion, and must clearly explain how the site will be rehabilitated after extractive 
activities end. 
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   B.  Setbacks for Processing Machinery.  Processing machinery must be 
located consistent with setback standards for structures from ordinary high water levels of public 
waters and from bluffs. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Placement and Design of Roads, Driveways, and Parking Areas. 
 
   A.  Public and private roads and parking areas must be designed to take 
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advantage of natural vegetation and topography to achieve maximum screening from view from 
public waters.  Documentation must be provided by a qualified individual that all roads and 
parking areas are designed and constructed to minimize and control erosion to public waters 
consistent with the field office technical guides of the local soil and water conservation district, 
or other applicable technical materials. 
 
   B.  Roads, driveways and parking areas must meet structure setbacks and 
must not be placed within bluff and shore impact zones, when other reasonable and feasible 
placement alternatives exist.  If no alternatives exist, they may be placed within these areas, and 
must be designed to minimize adverse impacts. 
  
   C.  Public and private watercraft access ramps, approach roads, and 
access-related parking areas may be placed within shore impact zones provided the vegetative 
screening and erosion control conditions of this Section are met.  For private facilities, the 
grading and filling provisions of this Chapter must be met. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.21 through 13.24, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 642 through 651 reserved) 
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 SEC. 13.25.  CONDITIONAL USES.  Conditional uses allowable within shoreland 
areas shall be subject to the review and approval procedures, and criteria and conditions for 
review of conditional uses established community-wide.  The following additional evaluation 
criteria and conditions apply within shoreland areas: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Evaluation Criteria.  A thorough evaluation of the waterbody and the 
topographic, vegetation, and soils conditions on the site must be made to ensure: 
 
   A.  The prevention of soil erosion or other possible pollution of public 
waters, both during and after construction; 
 
   B.  The visibility of structures and other facilities as viewed from public 
waters is limited; 
 
   C.  The site is adequate for water supply and on-site sewage treatment; 
and 
 
   D.  The types, uses, and numbers of watercraft that the project will 
generate are compatible in relation to the suitability of public waters to safely accommodate 
these watercraft. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Conditions Attached to Conditional Use Permits.  The Council, upon 
consideration of the criteria listed above, shall attach such conditions to the issuance of the 
conditional use permits as it deems necessary to fulfill the purposes of this Chapter.  Such 
conditions may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
   A.  Increased setbacks from the ordinary high water level; 
 
   B.  Limitations on the natural vegetation to be removed or the requirement 
that additional vegetation be planted; 
 
   C.  Special provisions for the location, design, and use of structures, 
sewage treatment systems, watercraft launching and docking areas, and vehicle parking areas. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.26 through 13.29, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 653 through 662 reserved) 
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 § 13.30 
 
 SEC. 13.30.  WATER SUPPLY AND SEWAGE TREATMENT. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Water Supply.  Any public or private supply of water for domestic 
purposes must meet or exceed standards for water quality of the Minnesota Department of 
Health and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Sewage Treatment.  Any premises used for human occupancy must be 
provided with an adequate method of sewage treatment, as follows: 
 
   A.  Publicly-owned sewer systems must be used where available. 
 
   B.  All private sewage treatment systems must meet or exceed the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's standards for individual sewage treatment systems 
contained in the document titled "Individual Sewage Treatment Systems Standards, Chapter 
7080", a copy of which is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this Chapter. 
 
   C.  On-site sewage treatment systems must be set back from the ordinary 
high water level in accordance with the setbacks contained in Section 13.10, Subd. 7. 
 
   D.  All proposed sites for individual sewage treatment systems shall be 
evaluated in accordance with the criteria in this Section.  If the determination of a site's 
suitability cannot be made with publicly-available, existing information, it shall then be the 
responsibility of the applicant to provide sufficient soil borings and percolation tests from on-site 
field investigations.  Evaluation criteria: 
 
    1.  Depth to the highest known or calculated ground water table or 
bedrock; 
    2.  Soil conditions, properties, and permeability; 
    3.  Slope; 
    4.  The existence of lowlands, local surface depressions, and rock 
outcrops. 
 
   E.  Non-conforming sewage treatment systems shall be regulated and 
upgraded in accordance with this Chapter. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.31 through 13.39, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 664 through 673 reserved) 
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 § 13.40 
 
 SEC. 13.40.  NON-CONFORMITIES.  All legally established non-conformities as of 
the effective date of this Chapter may continue, but they will be managed according to 
applicable State Statutes and other regulations of this Chapter for the subjects of alterations and 
additions, repair after damage, discontinuance of use, and intensification of use; except that the 
following standards will also apply in shoreland areas: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Construction on Non-Conforming Lots of Record. 
 
   A.  Lots of record in the office of the County Recorder on the effective 
date of the local shoreland controls that do not meet the requirements of Section 13.10, Subd. 7, 
may be allowed as building sites without variances from lot size requirements provided the use is 
permitted in the zoning district, the lot has been in separate ownership from abutting lands at all 
times since it became substandard, was created compliant with official controls in effect at the 
time, and sewage treatment and setback requirements of this Chapter are met. 
 
   B.  A variance from setback requirements must be obtained before any 
use, sewage treatment system, or building permit is issued for a lot.  In evaluating the variance, 
the Board of Adjustment shall consider sewage treatment and water supply capabilities or 
constraints of the lot and shall deny the variance if adequate facilities cannot be provided. 
 
   C.  If, in a group of two or more contiguous lots under the same 
ownership, any individual lot does not meet the requirements of Section 13.10, Subd. 7, the lot 
must be combined with the one or more contiguous lots so they equal one or more parcels of 
land, each meeting the requirements of Section 13.10, Subd. 7, as much as possible. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Additions/Expansions to Non-Conforming Structures. 
 
   A.  All additions or expansions to the outside dimensions of an existing 
non-conforming structure must meet the setback, height, and other requirements of Section 
13.10, Subd. 7.  Any deviation from these requirements must be authorized by a variance in 
accordance with this Chapter. 
 
   B.  Deck additions may be allowed without a variance to a structure not 
meeting the required setback from the ordinary high water level if all of the following criteria 
and standards are met: 
 
    1.  The structure existed on the date the structure setbacks were 
established; 
 
    2.  A thorough evaluation of the property and structure reveals no 
reasonable location for a deck meeting or exceeding the existing ordinary high water level 
setback of the structure; 
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    3.  The deck encroachment toward the ordinary high water level 
does not exceed 15 percent of the existing setback of the structure from the ordinary high water 
level or does not encroach closer than 30 feet, whichever is more restrictive; and 
 
    4.  The deck is constructed primarily of wood, and is not roofed or 
screened. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Non-Conforming Sewage Treatment Systems. 
 
   A.  A sewage treatment system not meeting the requirements of Section 
13.30 must be upgraded, at a minimum, at any time a permit or variance of any type is required 
for any improvement on, or use of, the property.  For the purposes of this provision, a sewage 
treatment system shall not be considered non-conforming if the only deficiency is the sewage 
treatment system's improper setback from the ordinary high water level. 
 
   B.  The City has by formal resolution notified the Commissioner of its 
program to identify non-conforming sewage treatment systems.  The City will require upgrading 
or replacement of any non-conforming system identified by this program within a reasonable 
period of time which will not exceed two years.  Sewage systems installed according to all 
applicable local shoreland management standards adopted under Minnesota Statutes, Section 
103F, in effect at the time of installation may be considered as conforming unless they are 
determined to be failing, except that systems using cesspools, leaching pits, seepage pits, or 
other deep disposal methods, or systems with less soil treatment area separation above 
groundwater than required by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's Chapter 7080 for design 
of non-site sewage treatment systems, shall be considered non-conforming. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.41 through 13.49, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 676 through 685 reserved) 
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 § 13.50 
 
 SEC. 13.50.  PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS (PUD'S). 
 
  Subd. 1.  Types of PUD's Permissible.  Planned unit developments (PUD's) are 
allowed for new projects on undeveloped land, redevelopment of previously built sites, or 
conversions of existing buildings and land in land use districts classified as RM - Residential 
Multiple only. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Processing of PUD's.  Planned unit developments must be processed as 
a conditional use, except that an expansion to an existing commercial PUD involving six or less 
new dwelling units or sites since the effective date of this Chapter is permissible as a permitted 
use. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Application for a PUD.  The applicant for a PUD must submit the 
following documents prior to final action being taken on the application request: 
 
   A.  A site plan and/or plat for the project showing locations of property 
boundaries, surface water features, existing and proposed structures and other facilities, land 
alterations, sewage treatment and water supply systems (where public systems will not be 
provided), and topographic contours at ten-foot intervals or less.  When a PUD is a combined 
commercial and residential development, the site plan and/or plat must indicate and distinguish 
which buildings and portions of the project are residential, commercial, or a combination of the 
two. 
 
   B.  A property owners association agreement (for residential PUD's) with 
mandatory membership, and all in accordance with the requirements of this Section. 
 
   C.  Deed restrictions, covenants, permanent easements or other 
instruments that:  (1) properly address future vegetative and topographic alterations, construction 
of additional buildings, beaching of watercraft, and construction of commercial buildings in 
residential PUD's; and (2) ensure the long-term preservation and maintenance of open space in 
accordance with the criteria and analysis specified in this Section. 
 
   D.  When necessary, a master plan/drawing describing the project and the 
floor plan for all commercial structures to be occupied. 
 
   E.  Those additional documents as requested by the City that are necessary 
to explain how the PUD will be designed and will function. 
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  Subd. 4.  Maintenance and Design Criteria. 
 
   A.  Maintenance and Administration Requirements. 
 
    1.  Before final approval of a planned unit development, adequate 
provisions must be developed for preservation and maintenance in perpetuity of open spaces and 
for the continued existence and functioning of the development. 
 
    2.  Open Space Preservation.  Deed restrictions, covenants, 
permanent easements, public dedication and acceptance, or other equally effective and 
permanent means must be provided to ensure long-term preservation and maintenance of open 
space.  The instruments must include all of the following protections: 
 
     (a)  Vegetation and topographic alterations other than 
routine maintenance prohibited; 
 
     (b)  Construction of additional buildings or storage of 
vehicles and other materials prohibited; and 
 
     (c)  Uncontrolled beaching of watercraft prohibited; and 
 
     (d)  Commercial uses prohibited (for residential PUD's). 
 
  Subd. 5.  Open Space Requirements.  Planned unit developments must contain 
open space meeting all the following criteria: 
 
   A.  At least 50 percent of the total project area must be preserved as open 
space; 
 
   B.  Dwelling units or sites, road right-of-way, or land covered by road 
surfaces, parking areas, or structures, except water-oriented accessory structures or facilities, are 
developed areas and shall not be included in the computation of minimum open spaces; 
 
   C.  Open space must include areas with physical characteristics unsuitable 
for development in their natural state, and areas containing significant historic sites or unplatted 
cemeteries; 
 
   D.  Open space may include outdoor recreational facilities for use by 
owners of dwelling units or sites, by guests staying in commercial dwelling unites or sites, or 
unplatted cemeteries; 
 
   E.  Open space may include subsurface sewage treatment systems if the 
use of the space is restricted to avoid adverse impacts on the systems; 
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   F.  Open space must not include commercial facilities or uses, but may 
contain water-oriented accessory structures or facilities; 
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   G.  The appearance of open space areas, including topography, vegetation, 
and allowable uses, must be preserved by use of restrictive deed covenants, permanent 
easements, public dedication and acceptance, or other equally effective and permanent means; 
and 
 
   H.  The shore impact zone, based on normal structure setbacks, must be 
included as open space.  For residential PUD's at least 50 percent of the shore impact zone area 
of existing development or at least 70 percent of the shore impact zone area of new 
developments must be preserved in its natural or existing state.  For commercial PUD's, at least 
50 percent of the shore impact zone must be preserved in its natural state. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Site "Suitable Area" Evaluation. 
 
   A.  Proposed new or expansions to existing planned unit developments 
must be evaluated using the following procedures and standards to determine the suitable area 
for the dwelling unit/dwelling site density evaluation in this Section. 
 
   B.  The project parcel must be divided into tiers by locating one or more 
lines approximately parallel to a line that identifies the ordinary high water level at the following 
intervals, proceeding landward.  The suitable area within each tier is next calculated by 
excluding from the tier area all wetlands, bluffs, or land below the ordinary high water level of 
public waters.  This suitable area and the proposed project are then subjected to either the 
residential or commercial planned unit development density evaluation steps to arrive at an 
allowable number of dwelling units or sites. 
 
 Shoreland Tier Dimensions 
 
          Unsewered    Sewered 
            (feet)      (feet)  
 
General Development Lakes- 
    First Tier          200     200 
 
General Development Lakes - 
   second and additional tiers      267     200 
 
Recreational Development Lakes     267     267 
Natural Environment Lakes      400     320 
All River Classes         300     300 
 
 § 13.50 
 
  Subd. 7.  Residential and Commercial PUD Density Evaluation.  The 
procedures for determining the "base" density of a PUD and density increase multipliers are as 
follows.  Allowable densities may be transferred from any tier to any other tier further from the 
waterbody, but must not be transferred to any other tier closer. 
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   A.  Residential PUD "Base" Density Evaluation.  The suitable area 
within each tier is divided by a single by a single residential lot size standard for lakes or, for 
rivers, the single residential lot width standard times the tier depth, unless the City has specified 
an alternative minimum lot size for rivers which shall then be used to yield a base density of 
dwelling units or sites for each tier.  Proposed locations and numbers of dwelling units or sites 
for the residential planned unit developments are then compared with the tier, density, and 
suitability analyses herein and the design criteria in Subd. 5 of this Section. 
 
   B.  Commercial PUD "Base" Density Evaluation.   
 
    1.  Determine the average inside living area size of dwelling units 
or sites within each tier, including both existing and proposed units and sites.  Computation of 
inside living area sizes need not include decks, patios, stoops, steps, garages, or porches and 
basements, unless they are habitable space. 
 
    2.  Select the appropriate floor area ratio from the following table: 
 
 Commercial Planned Unit Development 
 Floor Area Ratios * 
 Public Waters Classes 
 
  Sewered General  Second and Add'l   
  General Lakes;   Tiers on Unsewered 
  First Tier on    General Development 
  Unsewered General Lakes; Recreational 
*Average  Development Lakes; Development Lakes;  Natural 
Unit Floor  Urban, Agricul-      Transition and     Environment Lakes 
Area (sq.  tural River     Forested River    and Remote River 
ft.)  Segments     Segments      Segments 
 
200  .040      .020       .010 
300  .048      .024       .012 
400  .056      .028       .014 
500  .065      .032       .016 
600  .072      .038       .019 
700  .082      .042       .021 
800  .091      .046       .023 
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  Sewered General  Second and Add'l   
  General Lakes;   Tiers on Unsewered 
  First Tier on    General Development 
  Unsewered General Lakes; Recreational 
*Average  Development Lakes; Development Lakes;  Natural 
Unit Floor  Urban, Agricul-      Transition and     Environment Lakes 
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Area (sq.  tural River     Forested River    and Remote River 
ft.)  Segments     Segments      Segments 
 
900   .099      .050       .025 
1,000   .108      .054       .027 
1,100   .116      .058       .029 
1,200   .125      .064       .032 
1,300   .133      .068       .034 
1,400   .142      .072       .036 
1,500   .150      .075       .038 
 
* For average unit floor areas less than shown, use the floor area ratios listed for 200 square feet.  
For areas greater than shown, use the ratios listed for 1,500 square feet.  For recreational 
camping areas, use the ratios listed at 400 square feet.  Manufactured home sites in recreational 
camping areas shall use a ratio equal to the size of the manufactured home, or if unknown, the 
ratio listed for 1,000 square feet. 
 
    3.  Multiply the suitable area within each tier by the floor area 
ratio to yield total floor area for each tier allowed to be used for dwelling units or sites. 
 
    4.  Divide the total floor area by tier computed Item 3, above, by 
the average inside living area size determined in Item 1, above.  This yields a base number of 
dwelling units and sites for each tier. 
 
    5.  Proposed locations and numbers of dwelling units or sites for 
the commercial planned unit development are then compared with the tier, density and suitability 
analyses herein and the design criteria in Subd. 5 of this Section. 
 
   C.  Density Increase Multipliers. 
 
    1.  Increases to the dwelling unit or dwelling site base densities 
previously determined are allowable if the dimensional standards in Section 13.15 are met or 
exceeded and the design criteria in Subd. 5 of this Section are satisfied.  The allowable density 
increases in Item 2, below will only be allowed if structure setbacks from the ordinary high 
water level area increased to at least 50 percent greater than the minimum setback, or the impact 
on the waterbody is reduced an equivalent amount through vegetative management, topography, 
or  
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additional means acceptable to the City and the setback is at least 25 percent greater than the  
minimum setback. 
 
    2.  Allowable Dwelling Unit or Dwelling Site Density Increases 
for Residential or Commercial Planned Unit Developments. 
 
           Maximum Density Increase 
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  Density Evaluation Tiers  Within Each Tier (Percent) 
 
     First          50 
     Second       100 
     Third         200 
     Fourth       200 
     Fifth         200 
 
  Subd. 8.  Maintenance Design Criteria. 
 
   A.  Maintenance and Administration Requirements. 
 
    1.  Before final approval of a planned unit development, adequate 
provisions must be developed for preservation and maintenance in perpetuity of open spaces and 
for the continued existence and functioning of the development. 
 
    2.  Open space preservation.  Deed restrictions, covenants, 
permanent easements, public dedication and acceptance, or other equally effective and 
permanent means must be provided to ensure long-term preservation and maintenance of open 
space.  The instruments must include all of the following protections: 
 
     (a)  Commercial uses prohibited (for residential PUD's); 
 
     (b)  Vegetation and topographic alterations other than 
routine maintenance prohibited; 
 
     (c)  Construction of additional buildings or storage of 
vehicles and other materials prohibited; and 
 
     (d)  Uncontrolled beaching of watercraft prohibited. 
 
   B.  Development Organization and Functioning.  Unless an equally 
effective alternative community framework is established, when applicable, all residential 
planned unit developments must use an owners association with the following features: 
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    1.  Membership must be mandatory for each dwelling unit or site 
purchaser and any successive purchasers; 
 
    2.  Each member must pay a pro-rata share of the association's 
expenses, and unpaid assessments can become liens on units or sites. 
 
    3.  Assessments must be adjustable to accommodate changing 
conditions; and 
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    4.  The association must be responsible for insurance, taxes, and 
maintenance of all commonly-owned property and facilities. 
 
   C.  Open Space Requirements.  Planned unit developments must contain 
open space meeting all of the following criteria: 
 
    1.  At least 50 percent of the total project area must be preserved 
as open space; 
 
    2.  Dwelling units or sites, road rights-of-way, or land covered by 
road surfaces, parking areas, or structures, except water-oriented accessory structures or 
facilities, are developed areas and shall not be included in the computation of minimum open 
space; 
 
    3.  Open space must include areas with physical characteristics 
unsuitable for development in their natural state, and areas containing significant historic sites or 
unplatted cemeteries; 
 
    4.  Open space may include outdoor recreational facilities for use 
by owners of dwelling units or sites, by guests staying in commercial dwelling units or sites, and 
by the general public; 
 
    5.  Open space may include subsurface sewage treatment systems 
if the use of the space is restricted to avoid adverse impacts on the systems; 
 
    6.  Open space must not include commercial facilities or uses, but 
may contain water-oriented accessory structures or facilities; 
 
    7.  The appearance of open space areas, including topography, 
vegetation, and allowable uses, must be preserved by use of restrictive deed covenants, 
permanent easements, public dedication and acceptance, or other equally effective and 
permanent means; and 
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    8.  The shore impact zone, based on normal structure setbacks, 
must be included as open space.  For residential PUD's, at least 50 percent of the shore impact 
zone area of existing developments or at least 70 percent of the shore impact zone area of new 
developments must be preserved in its natural or existing state.  For commercial PUD's, at least 
50 percent of the shore impact zone must be preserved in its natural state. 
 
   D.  Erosion Control and Stormwater Management.  Erosion control 
and stormwater management plans must be developed and the PUD must: 
 
    1.  Be designed, and the construction managed, to minimize the 
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likelihood of serious erosion occurring either during or after construction.  This must be 
accomplished by limiting the amount and length of time of bare ground exposure.  Temporary 
ground covers, sediment entrapment facilities, vegetated buffer strips, or other appropriate 
techniques may be used to minimize erosion impacts on surface water features.  Erosion control 
plans approved by a soil and water conservation district may be required if project size and site 
physical characteristics warrant; and 
 
    2.  Be designed and constructed to effectively manage reasonably 
expected quantities and qualities of stormwater runoff.  Impervious surface coverage within any 
tier must not exceed 25 percent of the tier area, except that for commercial PUD's 35 percent 
impervious surface coverage may be allowed in the first tier of general development lakes with 
an approved stormwater management plan and consistent with Chapter 3 of the City Code. 
 
   E.  Centralization and Design of Facilities.  Centralization and design of 
facilities and structures must be done according to the following standards: 
 
    1.  Planned unit development must be connected to publicly owned 
water supply and sewer systems, if available.  On-site water supply and sewage treatment 
systems must be centralized and designed and installed to meet or exceed applicable standards or 
rules of the Minnesota Department of Health and Chapter 3 of the City Code.  On-site sewage 
treatment systems must be located on the most suitable areas of the development, and sufficient 
lawn area free of limiting factors must be provided for a replacement soil treatment system for 
each sewage system; 
 
    2.  Dwelling units or sites must be clustered into one or more 
groups and located on suitable areas of the development.  They must be designed and located to 
meet or exceed the following dimensional standards for the relevant shoreland classification: 
setback from the ordinary high water level, elevation above the surface water features, and 
maximum height.  Setbacks from the ordinary high water level must be increased in accordance 
with Section 13.05, Subd. 7 for developments with density increases; 
 
    3.  Shore recreation facilities, including but not limited to 
swimming areas, docks, and watercraft mooring areas and launching ramps, must be centralized  
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and located in areas suitable for them.  Evaluation of suitability must include consideration of 
land slope, water depth, vegetation, soils, depth to groundwater and bedrock, or other relevant 
factors.  The number of spaces provided for continuous beaching, mooring or docking of 
watercraft must not exceed one for each allowable dwelling unit or site in the first tier 
(notwithstanding existing mooring sites in an existing commercially used harbor).  Launching 
ramp facilities, including a small dock for loading and unloading equipment, may be provided 
for use by occupants of dwelling units or sites located in other tiers; 
 
    4.  Structures, parking areas, and other facilities must be treated to 
reduce visibility as viewed from public waters and adjacent shorelands by vegetation, 
topography, increased setbacks, color, or other means acceptable to the City, assuming summer, 
leaf-on conditions.  Vegetative and topographic screening must be preserved, if existing, or may 
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be required to be provided; 
 
    5.  Accessory structures and facilities, except water-oriented 
accessory structures, must meet the required principal structure setback and must be centralized; 
and 
 
    6.  Water-oriented accessory structures and facilities may be 
allowed if they meet or exceed design standards contained in Section 13.10, Subdivisions 1 and 
2 and are centralized. 
 
  Subd. 9.  Conversions. 
 
   A.  The City may allow existing resorts or other land uses and facilities to 
be converted to residential planned unit developments if all of the following standards are met: 
 
    1.  Proposed conversions must be initially evaluated using the 
same procedures for residential planned unit developments involving all new construction.  
Inconsistencies between existing features of the development and these standards must be 
identified. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
     Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
  (Sections 13.51 through 13.59, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
    (Pages 695 through 704 reserved) 
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 § 13.60 
 
 SEC. 13.60.  USE DISTRICTS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Land Use Districts For Lakes. 
 
 C = conditional use    P = permitted   N = non permitted 
 
   General    Recreational       Natural 
   Development  Development   Environment 
      Lakes               Lakes          Lakes    
 
A. Special Protection 
    District - Uses 
 
- Forest management    P       P      P 
- Sensitive resource  
   management    P       P      P 
- Agricultural; 
   cropland & pasture    P       P      P 
- Agriculture feedlots    C       C      C 
- Parks and historic sites    C       C      C 
- Extractive use    C       C      C 
- Single residential    C       C      C 
- Mining of metallic  
   minerals and peat    P       P      P 
 
B. Residential District - 
    Uses 
 
- Single residential    P       P      P 
- Semipublic    C       C      C 
- Parks and historic sites    C       C      C 
- Extractive use    C       C      C 
- Duplex, triplex, quad 
   residential    P       P      P 
- Forest management    P       P      P 
- Mining of metallic  
   minerals and peat    P       P      P 
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C. High Density Residential 
    District - Uses 
 
- Residential planned unit 
   developments    C       C      C 
- Single residential    P       P      P 
- Surface water-oriented 
   commercial *    C       C      C 
- Semipublic    C       C      C 
- Parks and historic sites    C       C  
- Duplex, triplex, quad 
   residential    P       P      P 
- Forest management    P       P      P 
 
D. Water-Oriented Commercial 
   District - Uses 
 
- Surface water-oriented 
   commercial       P       P      P 
- Commercial planned unit 
   development **    C       C      C 
- Public, semipublic    C       C      C 
- Parks and historic sites    C       C      C 
- Forest management    P       P      P 
 
E. General Use District - 
   Uses 
 
- Commercial    P       P      C 
- Commercial planned unit 
   development **    C       C      C 
- Industrial    C       C      C 
- Public, semipublic    P       P      C 
- Extractive use    C       C      C 
- Parks and historic sites    C       C      C 
- Forest management    P       P      P 
- Mining of metallic  
   minerals and peat    P       P      P 
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 Subd. 2.  Land Use Districts for Rivers and Streams. 
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           Agri-      Tribu- 
 Remote Forested Transition cultural Urban  tary  
 
A. Special Protection 
     District - Uses 
 
- Forest management P    P   P    P   P  P 
- Sensitive resource 
   management P    P   P    P   P  P   
 
- Agricultural; 
   cropland & pasture P    P   P    P   P  P 
- Agriculture feedlots C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Parks and historic sites C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Extractive use C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Single residence C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Mining of metallic  
   minerals and peat P    P   P    P   P  P 
 
B. Residential District - Uses 
 
- Single residential P    P   P    P   P  P 
- Semipublic C    C   C    C   C  P 
- Parks and historic sites C    C   C    C   C  P 
- Extractive use C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Duplex, triplex, quad 
   residential C    C   C    C   P  C 
- Forest management P    P   P    P   P  P 
- Mining of metallic  
   minerals and peat P    P   P    P   P  P 
 
C. High Density Residential 
    District - Uses 
 
- Residential planned 
   unit developments C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Single residential P    P   P    P   P  P 
- Surface water-oriented 
    commercial * C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Semipublic C    C   C    C   C  C 
 
 § 13.60 
 
- Parks and historic sites C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Duplex, triplex, quad 
   residential P    P   P    P   P  P 
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- Forest Management P    P   P    P   P  P 
 
D. Water-Oriented Commercial 
   District - Uses 
 
- Surface water-oriented 
   commercial  C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Commercial planned 
   unit development * C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Public semipublic C    C   C    P   P  P 
- Parks and historic sites C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Forest Management P    P   P    P   P  P 
 
E. General Use District - 
   Uses 
 
- Commercial C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Commercial planned 
   unit development * C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Industrial N    C   N    N   C  C 
- Public semipublic C    C   C    P   P  P 
- Extractive use C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Parks and historic sites C    C   C    C   C  C 
- Forest Management P    P   P    P   P  P 
- Mining of metallic  
   minerals and peat P    P   P    P   P  P 
 
                               Source:  Ordinance No. 512 
                               Effective Date:  03-09-94 
 
                            (Sections 13.61 through 13.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
 
 (Pages 709 through 718 reserved) 
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 § 13.99 
 
 SEC. 13.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, 
subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when s/he performs an act thereby prohibited 
or declared unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as otherwise stated 
in specific provisions hereof.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense.  All violations shall be considered a nuisance.  The City may, through the 
issuance of an injunction, stop any violation of this Chapter. 
 
     Source:  Section 16.502 of Ordinance No. 500 
     Effective Date:  03-16-91 
 
                                  (Also see Section 11.99 of City Code, Chapter 11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 § 14.01 
CHAPTER 14 
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LODGING TAX 

 
 SECTION 14.01  DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Chapter, the following words and 
terms shall have the meaning as stated: 
 
  Subd. 1.  “Gross Receipts” means the total amount received, in money or 
otherwise, for lodging as measured by the rate for the lodging. 
 

 Subd. 2.  “Hotel, Motel and Tourism Court” means every building or structure 
or enclosure, or any part thereof, kept, used as, maintained as, or advertised as, or held out to the 
public to be an enclosure where sleeping accommodations are furnished to the public and 
furnishing accommodations for periods of less than one week. 
 
  Subd. 3.  “Lodger” means the person obtaining lodging from an operator. 
 
  Subd. 4.  “Lodging” means the furnishing for a consideration of lodging by a 
hotel, motel, rooming house, tourist court, resort, bed and breakfast, private campground except 
where lodging shall be for a continuous period of thirty (30) days or more to the same lodger. 
The furnishing of rooms owned by religious, educational or nonprofit organizations for self-
sponsored activities shall not constitute “lodging” for purposes of this article. 
 
  Subd. 5.  “Lodging Tax” means a tax imposed by the city of three percent (3%) 
of the gross receipts from the furnishing for consideration of lodging. 
 
  Subd. 6.  “Municipal Campground” means property owned by the city used to 
provide temporary lodging for the public while fishing, hunting, vacationing, or touring in tents, 
campers, or other portable shelters owned by such members of the public.   
 
  Subd. 7.  “Operator” means the person who is the proprietor of the lodging 
facility, whether in the capacity of owner, lessee, sublessee, licensee or any other capacity. 

 
  Subd. 8.  “Person” means any person, persons, firm, corporation, partnership, 
trustee, lessee, or receiver.  Whenever used in any clause prescribing and imposing a penalty, the 
terms PERSON or WHOEVER as applied to any unincorporated entity shall mean the partners 
or members thereof, and as applied to corporations, the officers and agents thereof. 
 
  Subd. 9.  “Resort” means any building, structure, or enclosure or any part 
thereof, located on, or on property neighboring any lake, stream, or skiing or hunting area for 
purposes of providing convenient access thereto, kept, used, maintained or advertised as, or held 
out to the public to be an enclosure where sleeping accommodations are furnished to the public, 
and primarily to those seeking recreation, for periods of one day, one week, or longer, and 
having for rent five (5) or more cottages, rooms or enclosures. 

 § 14.02 
 

 SEC. 14.02 IMPOSITION OF LODGING TAX.  Pursuant to M.S.A. § 469.190, 
there is hereby imposed a lodging tax on the gross receipts from the furnishing for consideration    
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of lodging within the City of Morris. The lodging tax shall be at the rate of three percent (3%) of 
the gross receipts from the furnishing for consideration of lodging. In no case shall the lodging 
tax imposed by this section upon an operator exceed the amount of lodging tax that the operator 
is authorized and required by this article to collect from the lodger. 
 
 SEC.  14.03 EXCEPTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS. 
 

 Subd. 1. Exceptions  
 

 A.  The lodging tax shall not apply to the furnishing for consideration of 
lodging for a continuous period of thirty (30) days or more to the same lodger. 

 
   B.  The lodging tax shall not apply with regard to a municipal 
campground, whether now owned or hereafter acquired by the City. 
 
  Subd. 2. Exemptions.  An exemption shall be granted to any person as to whom 
or whose occupancy it is beyond the power of the city to tax. No exemption shall be granted 
except upon a claim made at the time the rent is collected. Such claim shall be made in writing 
and under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the city. All such claims shall be forwarded 
to the city when the returns and collections are submitted as required by this article. 
 
 SEC. 14.04.  ADVERTISING NO LODGING TAX.  It shall be unlawful for any 
operator to advertise or hold out or state to the public or any customer, directly or indirectly, that 
the lodging tax or any party thereof will be assumed or absorbed by the operator, or that it will 
not be added to the rent or that, if added, it or any part thereof will be refunded. 
 
 SEC. 14.05.  COLLECTIONS.  Each operator shall collect the lodging tax imposed by 
this article at the time the rent is paid. The lodging tax collected shall be deemed to be held in 
trust by the operator for the city. The amount of lodging tax shall be separately stated from the 
rent charged for the lodging and those persons paying the lodging tax shall receive a receipt of 
payment from the operator. 
 
 SEC. 14.06  PAYMENT AND RETURNS. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Collected Tax.  Every person who collects lodging tax shall pay the 
lodging tax collected to the city quarterly on or before the 20th of the month following the 
quarter in which the lodging tax is collected. At the time of payment, such person shall submit a 
return upon such forms and containing such information as the City Manager may require. At 
the minimum, the return shall contain the following information: 
 
 

 § 14.06 
 
   A.  The total amount of consideration collected for lodging during the 
period covered by the return; 
 
   B.  The total amount of exceptions/exemptions; 
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   C.  The amount of lodging tax required to be collected and due for the 
period; 
 
   D.  The signature of the person filing the return or that of his/her agent 
duly authorized in writing; 
 
   E.  The period covered by the return; 
 
   F.  The amount of uncollectible consideration charged subject to the 
lodging tax. 
 
  Subd. 2.  Uncollectible Tax.  The operator may offset against the lodging taxes 
payable with respect to any reporting period, the amount of lodging tax that became 
uncollectible during such reporting period, but only in proportion to the portion of such 
consideration which became uncollectible. 
 
 SEC. 14.07.  PROCESSING RETURNS.   The City Manager shall, after a return is 
filed, examine the same and make any investigation or examination of the records and accounts 
of the person making the return deemed necessary for determining its correctness. The lodging 
tax computed on the basis of such examination shall be the lodging tax due. If the lodging tax 
due is found to be greater than paid, such excess shall be paid to the city within ten (10) days 
after receipt of a notice thereof given either personally or sent by registered mail to the address 
shown on the return. If the lodging tax paid is greater than the lodging tax found to be due, the 
excess shall be refunded to the person who paid the lodging tax to the city within ten (10) days 
after determination of such refund. 
 
 SEC. 14.08.  FAILURE TO FILE RETURN.  The City Manager shall notify any 
operator of a facility who fails to file a return or who files an incorrect, false or fraudulent return 
of such fact. Such operator shall file such return or corrected return within five (5) days of the 
receipt of such written notice and pay any lodging tax due thereon. If such persons shall fail to 
file such return or corrected return, the City Manager shall make a return or corrected return for 
such person from such knowledge and information as the City Manager can obtain, and assess 
the lodging tax due on the basis thereof, which said lodging tax shall be paid within five (5) days 
of the receipt of written notice and demand for such payment. Any such return or assessment 
made by the City Manager shall be prima facie correct and valid, and such person shall have the 
burden of establishing its incorrectness or invalidity in any action or proceeding in respect 
thereto. 
 

 § 14.09 
 
 SEC. 14.09  PENALTIES. 
 
  Subd. 1. Calculated Penalty.  The following penalties shall apply in the given 
situations: 
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   A.  Failure to file a return or pay lodging tax to the city within thirty (30) 
days of the due date: a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid lodging tax. 
 
   B.  Failure to file a return or pay lodging tax imposed by the city by more 
than thirty (30) days but less than sixty (60) days of the due date: a penalty of fifteen percent 
(15%) of the unpaid lodging tax. 
 
   C.  Failure to file a return or pay lodging tax imposed by the city by more 
than sixty (60) days but less than ninety (90) days of the due date: a penalty of twenty percent 
(20%) of the unpaid lodging tax. 
 
   D.  Failure to file a return or pay lodging tax imposed by the city by more 
than ninety (90) days of the due date: a penalty of twenty-five percent (25%) of the unpaid 
lodging tax. 
 

 Subd. 2. Minimum Penalty. If the penalty as computed does not exceed Ten 
Dollars ($10.00), a minimum penalty of Ten Dollars ($10.00) shall be assessed. The penalty 
shall be collected in the same manner as the lodging tax. 
 
 SEC. 14.10  INTEREST.  The amount of lodging tax not timely paid, together with any 
penalty, shall bear interest at the rate of eight percent (8%) per annum from the time such 
lodging tax should have been paid until paid. Any interest and penalty shall be added to the 
lodging tax and be collected as part thereof. 
 
 SEC. 14.11.  APPLICATION OF PAYMENTS.  All payments shall be credited first to 
penalties, next to interest and then to the lodging tax due. 
 
 SEC. 14.12  ENFORCEMENT.  If any portion of the lodging tax imposed by the city, 
including penalties thereon, is not paid within thirty (30) days after it is required to be paid, the 
City Attorney may institute legal action as may be necessary to recover the amount due plus 
interest penalties, the costs and disbursement of any action. 
 
 SEC. 14.13  ADMINISTRATION OF LODGING TAX.  The City Manager shall 
administer and enforce the assessment and collection of the lodging taxes imposed by the city. 
The City Manager shall prepare blank forms for the returns and other documents required by this 
ordinance and shall make them available to members of the public. 
 
 

 § 14.14 
 
 SEC. 14.14.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS.  The City Manager may examine the 
books, papers, and records of any operator of a facility subject to the lodging tax imposed by the 
city in order to verify the accuracy of any return made, or if no return was made, to ascertain the 
lodging tax imposed by the city through this ordinance. Every such operator is directed and  
required to give the City Manager the means, facilities and opportunity for such examination and 
investigations as are hereby authorized. 
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 SEC. 14.15  APPEALS.  Any operator aggrieved by any notice, order or determination 
made by the City Manager under this ordinance may file with the City Manager a petition for 
review of such notice, order or determination by the City Council. The petition shall contain the 
name of the Petitioner, the Petitioner’s address, the location of the lodging facility, the order, 
notice or determination subject to the review and the basis for the request for review. Upon 
receipt of the petition, the City Manager will place the matter on the City Council agenda for a 
hearing as soon as practical. The City Manager shall give the Petitioner at least five (5) days 
prior written notice of the date, time and place of such hearing. At the hearing, the Petitioner 
shall be given an opportunity to show cause why the notice, order or determination should be 
modified or withdrawn. The City Council shall make written findings of fact and conclusions 
based upon this ordinance and the evidence presented. The City Council may modify, reverse or 
affirm the notice, or order or determination that is subject to the review. All requests for review 
must be made within one (1) year of the date of notice, order or determination. 
 
 SEC. 14.16.  USE OF PROCEEDS.  Ninety-five (95) percent of the gross proceeds 
obtained from the collection of lodging taxes shall be used by the city to fund a local convention 
or tourism bureau for the purpose of marketing and promoting the city as a tourist or convention 
center. 
 
 SEC. 14.17.  MORRIS AREA TOURISM BOARD. 
 
  Subd. 1.  Appointment of Members.  The Morris Area Tourism Board is hereby 
established for the purpose of advising and assisting the City Council on the promotion of the 
Morris area as a tourist destination and/or convention site and in the allocation and utilization of 
the lodging tax proceeds collected within the city to further that purpose. The first board shall 
consist of seven persons; the Chamber of Commerce Administrator, two persons appointed for a 
term of one year, two persons appointed for a term of two years, and two persons appointed for a 
term of three years. Thereafter each appointment or reappointment shall be for three years. No 
person may serve longer than two consecutive terms other than the Chamber of Commerce 
Administrator. When making the appointments, priority shall be given to recommendations of 
the Chamber of Commerce. The Council may, at their discretion, ensure that there is 
representation on the board of a person or persons engaged in the business of providing lodging 
in the Morris area. 
 

 Subd. 2.  Meetings, Administrative Rules and Matters.  The Morris Area 
Tourism Board shall meet a minimum of once every four months, and the members shall  

 § 14.17 
 

determine the place of the meetings and shall adopt its own rules and regulations governing such 
meetings, subject to the provisions of this ordinance. 
 

 Subd. 3.  Recommendations to Council.  The Morris Area Tourism Board shall 
make recommendations to the Council on the promotion of the Morris area as a tourist 
destination and/or convention site and for the allocation and utilization of the lodging tax 
proceeds. 

 
    Source:  Ordinance #82, 3rd Series 



(04-14-97) 
 

720 

    Effective:  02-17-09 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 15 
 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 
     SECTION 15.01  DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Chapter, the following words and 
terms shall have the meaning as stated: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Applicant.  Any person or group that applies for a building permit, 
subdivision approval, or a permit to allow land disturbing activities.  Applicant also means that 
person’s agents, employees, and others acting under this person’s or group’s direction.  The term 
“Applicant” also refers to the permit holder or holders and the permit holder’s agents, 
employees, and others acting under this person’s or group’s direction. 
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  Subd. 2.  Best Management Practices (BMPs).  Means practices to prevent or 
reduce the pollution of the waters of the state, including schedules of activities, prohibitions of 
practices, and other management practices, and also includes treatment requirements, operating 
procedures and practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge, or waste disposal 
or drainage from raw material storage.  (Minn. R. 7001.1020, subp. 5.) 
 
  Subd. 3.  City.  The City of Morris.  The City Administrator or designee shall 
act as the City except where otherwise stated in the Ordinance. 
 
  Subd. 4.  Discharge.  The release, conveyance, channeling, runoff, or drainage of 
stormwater, including snowmelt, from a construction site. 
 
  Subd. 5.  DNR.  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Green Infrastructure Techniques.  Green infrastructure encompasses 
a wide array of practices.  Accepted green infrastructure techniques are those identified in the 
MPCA’s MN Stormwater Manual. 
 
  Subd. 7.  MPCA.  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 
 
  Subd. 8.  Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).  The system of 
conveyances (including sidewalks, roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, 
curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains) owned and operated by the City of 
Morris and designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater, and that is not used for 
collecting or conveying sewage.   
 
  Subd. 9.  New Development.  All construction activity that is not defined as 
redevelopment. 
 
  Subd. 10. Public Water.  All water basins and watercourses that are described in 
Min. Stat. §103G.005 subd. 15. 
 

§ 15.01 
 
  Subd. 11.  Redevelopment.  Any construction activity where, prior to the start of 
construction, the areas to be disturbed have 15 percent or more of impervious surface(s). 
 
  Subd. 12.  Stormwater.  Under Minnesota Rule 7077.0105, subpart 41b 
stormwater, “means precipitation runoff, stormwater runoff, snow melt runoff, and any other 
surface runoff and drainage.” 
 
  Subd. 13.  Subdivision.  Any tract of land divided into building lots for private, 
public, commercial, industrial, etc., development.  Minnesota rule 6120.2500, subpart 17 defines 
subdivision as, “…land that is divided for the purpose of sale, rent, or lease, including planned 
unit development.” 
 
  Subd. 14.  Total Suspended Solids (TSS).  Total suspended solids (TSS) include 
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all particles suspended in water which will not pass through a filter. 
 
  Subd. 15.  Total Phosphorus (TP).  The total concentration of phosphorus found 
in the water. 
 
  Subd. 16.  Waters of the State.  As defined in Minnesota Statutes section 
115.01, subdivision 22 the term “waters of the state” means all streams, lakes, ponds, marshes, 
watercourses, waterways, wells, springs, reservoirs, aquifers, irrigation systems, drainage 
systems and all other bodies or accumulations of water, surface or underground, natural or 
artificial, public or private which are contained within, flow through, or border upon the state or 
any portion thereof.” 
 
 Section. 15.02.  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT.  The following standards shall 
apply to all developments within the City: 
 
  Subd. 1.  Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  Every applicant 
for a building permit, subdivision approval, or a permit to allow land disturbing activities that 
will disturb 1.0 or more acres or is part of a common plan of development must submit a 
SWPPP to the City. 
 
   A.  Projects required to submit a SWPPP shall not receive permits the 
City has approved the SWPPP. 
 
   B.  All SWPPPS shall meet or exceed the requirements of the MN General 
Permit to Discharge Stormwater Associated with Construction Activity No. MN R100001 in 
place at the time of submittal as modified below: 
 
    1.  All grading plans and building site surveys must be reviewed 
by the City for the effectiveness of erosion control measures in the context of site topography 
and drainage. 

§ 15.02 
 
    2.  Easements.  If a stormwater management plan involves 
directing some or all of the site’s runoff, the Applicant or his designated representative shall 
obtain from adjacent property owners any necessary easements or other property interests 
concerning the flowing of such water. 
 
  Subd. 2.  General Policy on Stormwater Runoff. 
 
   A.  Sites that disturb less than 1.0 acres shall be designed to control runoff 
rate so as to not cause downstream flooding or erosion. 
 
   B.  Sites that disturb 1.0 acre or more shall provide permanent BMPs, 
with highest preference given to Green Infrastructure techniques and practices necessary to meet 
the following conditions on the site of construction activity to the Maximum Extent Practicable. 
 
    1.  For new development release rates, volume, TSS, and TP from 
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the site on an annual average basis shall not increase over the predevelopment twenty-four (24) 
hour two (2) year, ten (10) year and one hundred (100) year peak storm discharge rates, based on 
the last ten (10) years of how that land was used.  Also accelerated channel erosion must not 
occur as a result of the proposed activity. 
 
    2.  Redevelopment shall meet the criteria for new development 
except there shall be a net reduction on an annual average basis for release of TSS and TP. 
 
    3.  Applicants shall provide documentation showing rate, volume 
and water quality compliance. 
 
     (a)  For Rate and Volume: Calculations shall be by a 
methodology listed in the MPCA Stormwater Manual or other method approved by the City. 
 
     (b)  For TSS and TP:  Calculations shall be done using the 
Minimal Impact Design Standards (MIDS) Calculator available on the MPCA website, or other 
method approved by the City. 
 
   C.  Oil and grease control.  Where the potential for pollution by oil, 
grease, or both, exists, the City may require installation of an oil and grease removal device 
designed to handle the volume and type of material anticipated.   
 
   D.  Mitigation projects must involve the creation of new permanent 
BMPs, retrofit of existing permanent BMPs, or the use of existing permanent BMP that have 
adequate capacity to meet the requirements of the Ordinance.  Routine maintenance of existing 
BMPs that do not have adequate capacity does not by itself meet the requirements of this 
Ordinance.   
 
   E.  For projects where site constraints limit the ability to provide the  

§ 15.02 
 
required control practices within the project boundary, the project shall provide for offsite 
improvements for that portion that cannot be treated within project boundaries.  Such projects 
may include: 
 
    1.  Linear projects where reasonable effort has been made to obtain 
sufficient right-of-way to install required control practices and said efforts have been 
unsuccessful; 
 
    2.  Sites where infiltration is prohibited; 
 
    3.  Other locations as determined by the City. 
 
   F.  Offsite improvements where authorized by the City must be completed 
within 24-months of beginning of on-site construction and shall be selected in the following 
order of preference. 
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    1.  Locations that yield benefits to the same receiving water that 
receives runoff from the original construction activity, 
 
    2.  Locations with the same DNR catchment area as the original 
construction activity, 
 
    3.  Locations in the next adjacent DNR catchment area up-stream, 
or 
 
    4.  Other location as identified by the City. 
 
   G.  Permanent BMPs installed to fulfill the requirements of this Ordinance 
shall be maintained in compliance with the approved maintenance plan.  Where no plan is in 
place they shall be maintained in compliance with accepted Industry Standard and MPCA 
recommendations.  No permanent BMPs shall be removed or altered in such a way to decrease 
effectiveness without: 
 
    1.  Authorization of the City; and 
 
    2.  Providing new or improved Structural Stormwater Best 
Management Practices providing or exceeding that amount lost due to the alteration or removal. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Inspections and Maintenance. 
 
   A.  Inspections and maintenance of temporary and permanent BMPs shall 
be performed by the Applicant during construction. 
 

§ 15.02 
 
   B.  Inspections and maintenance shall meet or exceed the criteria listed in 
the MN General Permit to Discharge Stormwater Associated with Construction Activity No. MN 
R100001 except as modified below: 
 
    1.  All off-site tracking shall be removed by the end of the business 
day unless otherwise authorized by the City. 
 
    2.  The Application shall provide site access during construction to 
the City for compliance inspections and shall make Applicant’s records of maintenance and 
inspections available to the City upon request. 
 
     (a)  The City shall notify the Applicant of deficiencies 
identified during City inspections. 
 
     (b)  The Applicant shall correct deficiencies identified by 
the City within the timeframe requested by the City. 
 
     (c)  Where cooperation is withheld, construction stop 
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orders may be issued by the City, until all erosion and sediment control deficiencies are 
corrected to the satisfaction of the City. 
 
   C.  It shall be the responsibility of the Applicant to obtain and dedicate to 
the City any necessary property interests to allow access to the stormwater management facilities 
for inspection and maintenance purposes. 
 
   D.  Where the City Council authorizes the construction of private 
stormwater management facilities, the Applicant shall in an agreement to be recorded against the 
properties being developed provide the following: 
 
    1.  List all permanent BMPs covered by the agreement. 
 
    2.  Designate the responsible party for inspection and maintenance 
of each BMP. 
 
    3.  Detail a maintenance plan for each BMP. 
 
    4.  Provide access in perpetuity for inspection of the facilities by 
the City. 
 
    5.  Provide that if upon written notice by the City that corrective 
actions are required the responsible party fails to make the necessary corrective action, the City 
may enter the property and perform the required maintenance with the cost of such maintenance 
to be paid by the property owner. 

§ 15.02 
 
    6.  If the expense is not paid, the expense will be made a special 
assessment against the property concerned. 
 
 SECTION 15.03.  ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND ILLICIT CONNECTIONS 
 
  Subd. 1.  Illicit Discharge.  Non-stormwater discharge to the MS4, any public 
water, or to any area will be ultimately enter the MS4 or a public water are prohibited except for 
the following exceptions: 
 
   A.  Water line flushing, 
 
   B.  Landscape irrigation, 
 
   C.  Diverted stream flows, 
 
   D.  Rising groundwaters, 
 
   E.  Uncontaminated groundwater infiltration (as defined at 40 cfr  
         §35.2005(b)(20)), 
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   F.  Uncontaminated pumped groundwater, 
 
   G.  Discharges from potable water sources, 
 
   H.  Foundation drains, 
 
   I.  Air conditioning condensation, 
 
   J.  Irrigation water, 
 
   K.  Springs, 
 
   L.  Water from crawl space pumps, 
 
   M.  Footing drains, 
 
   N.  Lawn watering, 
 
   O.  Individual residential car washing, 
 
    P.  Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands, 
 
   Q.  Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges, 

§ 15.03 
     R.  Street wash water, and 
 
   S.  Discharges or flows from firefighting activities. 
 
  Subd.  1.  Pollution of Stormwater Runoff.  No person shall throw, deposit, 
place, leave, maintain, keep, place or store, any refuse, garbage,  lawn debris, grass clippings, 
chemicals, or any other discarded or abandoned items, in or upon any area public or private 
where they have potential to pollute  stormwater runoff entering the municipal stormwater 
system or a public water.  
 
  Subd. 2.  Illicit Connections.  No person shall use any illicit connection to 
intentionally convey non-stormwater to community stormwater system.  This prohibition 
expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections made in the past, regardless of whether 
the connection was permissible under law or practices applicable or prevailing at the time of 
connection. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Existing Undocumented Connections to the Storm Sewer.  Any 
existing drain or conveyance that has not been documented in plans, maps or equivalent, and 
which may be connected to the storm sewer system, shall be located by the owner or occupant of 
that property upon receipt of written notice of violation from the City requiring that such 
locating be completed.  Such notice will specify a reasonable time period within which the 
location of the drain or conveyance is to be determined, that the drain or conveyance be 
identified as storm sewer, sanitary sewer or other, and that the outfall location or point of 
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connection to the storm sewer system, sanitary sewer system or other discharge point be 
identified.  Results of these investigations are to be documented and provided to the City. 
 
 Section 15.04  VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES 
 
  Subd. 1.  Illicit Discharge a Nuisance.  All illicit discharge including illicit 
connections to the municipal system is hereby declared to constitute a public nuisance and shall 
be immediately ceased. 
 
  Subd. 2.  City to Take Corrective Action.  The City may cause corrective 
action as deemed necessary to correct illicit discharge and correct any damage caused by the 
illicit discharge, and it shall keep a record of the cost of such correction action and the private 
property from which the illicit discharge originated. 
 
  Subd. 3.  Cost of Corrective Action to be Assessed.  The City Manager shall, 
upon direction of the Council, and on receipt of the information provided for in the preceding 
Subdivision, extend the cost of such corrective action as a special assessment against the lots or 
parcel of ground where the illicit discharge originated, and such special assessments shall at the 
time of certifying taxes to the County Auditor be certified for collection as other special 
assessments are certified and collected.   
 

§ 15.04 
 
  Subd. 4.  Administrative Fee.  Failure of the owner or tenant of the private 
property from which the illicit discharge originated in the allotted time may result in the issuance 
of an administrative fee.  Regardless of who occupies the property, the owner of the private 
property is ultimately responsible for illicit discharge originating from the property and is 
responsible for payment of administrative fees.  The administrative fee will be set by resolution 
of the City Council.  It is a misdemeanor for the owner to fail to pay the administrative fee 
within thirty (30) day\s of receiving written notice of the fee being assessed.  The administrative 
fee and misdemeanor violation for failing to pay the fee are not exclusive remedies for illicit 
discharge. 
 
  Subd.  5.  Continuing Violations.  Each day illicit discharge occurs is a 
continuing violation of this Section and shall constitute a separate offense.  It shall be unlawful 
for any person to violate any provision or fail to comply with any of the requirements of this 
Ordinance. 
 
  Subd. 6.  Remedies Not Exclusive.  The remedies listed in this Ordinance are 
not exclusive of any other remedies available under any applicable federal, state or local law and 
it is within the discretion of the City to seek cumulative remedies.  The City may recover all 
attorney’s fees, court costs and other expenses associated with enforcement of this Ordinance, 
including sampling and monitoring expenses. 
 
     Source:  Ordinance #107, 3rd Series 
     Effective Date:  05-29-17 
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CHAPTERS 16 THROUGH 19 
 

RESERVED FOR FUURE EXPANSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Page 735 through 895 reserved) 
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CHAPTER 20 
 
 LISTING OF UNCODED ORDINANCES IN EFFECT 
 
 
 All ordinances described in this Chapter remain in effect after adoption of the City Code.  
They are of a permanent and continuing nature as authority for a specific act which has been 
performed.  These ordinances are of two types, that generally distinguish them from other 
provisions of the City Code, either (l) their texts have no continuing reference value, or (2) they 
are in the nature of a contract and of only occasional reference value.  For these reasons it 
appears justified to list and describe them here only to facilitate finding them in the event this 
becomes necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adoption of Codification 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

897 

 Ordinance No. 384, adopted October 26, 1976, adopted a codification of the ordinances of 
the City to be known as the "Morris City Code". 
 
 Ordinance No. 1, 3rd series, adopted March 11, 1997, adopts a revision and codification with 
certain additions and deletions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Adoption of Official Map 
 
 Ordinance No. 423, adopted September 25, 1979, adopted the official map of the City of 
Morris. 
 
 
 
 
 Re-Incorporation of Village to City 
 Ordinance No. 72, adopted September 4, 1903 proposed re-incorporation of the Village of 
Morris into the City of Morris. 
 
 Ordinance No. 73, adopted September 18, 1903, submitted the re-incorporation to the 
electors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sewer and Water Connections 
 
 Ordinance No. 120, adopted May 20, 1919. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Well Contract 
 
 Ordinance No. 242, adopted July 14, 1954.   
 



(04-14-97) 
 

898 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Public Improvements 
 
 Ordinance No. 1-80, adopted October 28, 1980 as an emergency ordinance, authorizes 
certain public improvements related to water line repairs. 
 
Ordinance No. 109, 3rd Series, adopted 2/13/18, repeals and replaces City Code Section 2.74, 
Public Improvements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Liquor License Fees 
 
 Ordinance No. 529, adopted October 8, 1996, set liquor license fees by ordinance.  (With 
the adoption of the current City Code, liquor license fees shall be set by resolution of the 
Council.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Appropriations, Purchases and Financing 
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Ordinance  Date of  
  Number    Adoption    Brief Description 
 
   98    07-20-1915    Appropriation 
 
  101   03-28-1916    Issuance of bonds 
 
  122   09-17-1919    Bonds for paying debts of City for construction 
 
  123   11-11-1919    Bonds for grading, paving and otherwise improving 

intersections 
 
  128   10-04-1921    Bonds for water works 
 
  129   11-15-1921    Bond for site for municipal building 
 
  132   05-11-1922    Certificate of Indebtedness 
 
  133   06-09-1922    Bond for $1,000 
 
  134   09-21-1922    Water Works bond 
 
  136   02-23-1923    Bond for $5,000 
 
  138   11-08-1923    Bond for $3,500 
 
  139   11-08-1923    Bond for $1,250 
 
  147   03-30-1925    Purchase of one Shawnpe Motor Patrol 
 
  150   04-12-1926    Appropriate money for a band stand 
 
  151   01-12-1928    Purchase of Warsaw snow plow & removal of snow 
 
  152   03-18-1931    Bonds for Water Works 
 
  192   08-17-1940    Issuance of Certificate of Indebtedness 
 
  193   10-02-1940    Issuance of Certificate of Indebtedness 
 

Appropriations, Purchases and Financing (cont.) 
 

Ordinance  Date of  
  Number    Adoption    Brief Description 
 
  206   06-18-1946    Purchase of personal property for municipal liquor 

store 
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  209   07-12-1946    Purchase of personal property for municipal liquor 

store 
  
  241   06-14-1954    Purchase of police car 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gas Franchises 
 
 Ordinance No. 243, effective December 4, 1954, granted a gas franchise to Minnesota 
Valley Natural Gas Company for an unspecified period of time. 
 
 Ordinance No. 174, effective December 10, 1962, granted a gas franchise to Home Builders 
Company for a period of 25 years. 
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 Ordinance No. 312, effective May 9, 1967, granted a gas franchise to Northern Natural Gas 
Company, a corporation, operating as Peoples Natural Gas Division, for a period of 25 years. 
 
 Ordinance No. 503, adopted May 12, 1995, granted a gas franchise to Minnegasco, a 
division of Arkla, Inc., a Delaware corporation, for a period of 20 years. 
 
 Ordinance #91, 3rd Series, adopted May 22, 2012, granted a gas energy franchise to 
CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas for a period of 20 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Electric Franchises 
 
 Ordinance No. 326, as amended by Ordinance No. 361, effective January 13, 1970, granted 
an electric franchise to Otter Tail Power Company for a period of 10 years, with an option to 
renew for an additional 10 years. 
 
 Ordinance No. 496, adopted January 30, 1990, granted an electric franchise to Otter Tail 
Power Company for a period of 10 years, with an option to renew for an additional 10 years. 
 
 Ordinance No. 86, 3rd Series, adopted October 27, 2009, granted an electric franchise to 
Otter Tail Power Company for a period of 20 years 
 
 Ordinance #91, 3rd Series, adopted May 22, 2012, granted an electric franchise to 
CenterPoint Energy for a period of 20 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Television Franchises 
 
 Ordinance No. 273, effective June 4, 1962, granted a television signal and distribution 
system to Ralph N. Demgen Company for a period of 25 years. 
 
 Ordinance No. 283, effective August 12, 1963, granted a television signal and distribution 
system to Home Builders Company for a period of 25 years.  (NOTE:  This franchise was 
reassigned to John Klindworth, d/b/a Cable T.V., Inc. by a resolution passed by the Council at its 
meeting of February 17, 1967. 
 
 Ordinance No. 449, adopted May 25, 1982, Amending An Existing Ordinance Relating to a 
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Television Signal Service and Distribution System Within the City of Morris 
 
 Ordinance No. 476, adopted February 11, 1986, amended Ordinance No. 449, adopted May 
25, 1982, which amended Ordinance No. 283, and granted a cable communications franchise to 
Cable T.V., Inc. for a period of 10 years. 
 
 Ordinance No. 526, adopted January 9, 1996, Granting a Franchise to DD Cable Holdings, 
Inc., DBA Midwest Cablevision to Construct, Operate and Maintain a Cable Television System 
in the City of Morris, Setting Forth Conditions Accompanying the Grant of the Franchise; 
Providing for Regulation and Use of the System; and Prescribing Penalties for the Violation of 
its Provisions 
 
 Ordinance No. 25, 3rd Series, adopted January 11, 2000, amends Ordinance 526, granting a 
franchise to construct, operate and maintain a cable T.V. system in the City of Morris. 
 
 Ordinance No. 33, 3rd Series, adopted October 10, 2000, grants a franchise to Hometown 
Solutions for a cable T.V. system. 
 
 Ordinance No. 66, 3rd Series, adopted May 6, 2006, grants a franchise to Hometown 
Solutions, LLC dba Federated Telephone 
 
 
 

Franchise Fees 
 
 Ordinance No. 49, 3rd Series, adopted May 25, 2004, implements an electrical power 
franchise fee on Otter Tail Power Company. 
 
 Ordinance No. 50, 3rd Series, adopted May 25, 2004, implements a gas franchise fee on 
Centerpoint Energy Minnegasco. 
 
 
 
 

Vacation of Streets and Alleys 
 
Ordinance  Date of  
  Number    Adoption    Brief Description 
 
   96    05-11-1915    Vacating alley 
 
  109   07-11-1916    Vacating alley 
 
  115   12-03-1918    Vacating alley 
 
  117   04-18-1919    Vacating alley 
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  127   08-02-1921    Vacating alley 
 
  153   04-18-1919    Vacating alley 
 
  154   07-26-1931    Vacating street 
 
 154A   08-10-1932    Vacating street 
 
  375   12-23-1975    Vacating street 
 
  10, 3rd Series 06-23-1998    Vacating alley 
 
  38, 3rd Series 08-14-2001    Vacating alley 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 Vacation of Public Right-of-Way 
 
 Ordinance No. 486, adopted October 25, 1988, vacated a portion of Atlantic Avenue, Block 
15. 
 
 Ordinance No. 489, adopted June 27, 1989, vacated a portion of alley, easterly 75.75 feet in 
Block 18, Morris First Addition. 
 
 Ordinance No.498, adopted October 9, 1990, vacated part of street known as Development 
Drive in the NE¼, 11-124N-42W. 
 
 Ordinance No. 504, adopted May 12, 1992, vacated part of East 11th Street in NW¼, 
35-125N-42W. 



(04-14-97) 
 

904 

 
 Ordinance No. 6, 3rd Series, adopted November 11, 1997, vacated a portion of Lake Avenue, 
70’ X 140’ bounded on the southwest by Lot A, block One, Lake Avenue Addition, and on the 
northwest by Lot 4,  Block One, West Lake View 2nd Addition. 
 
 Ordinance No. 11, 3rd Series, adopted September 22, 1998, vacated the portion of Montana 
Avenue laying northwesterly of the center lines extended for the alleys in Block 46 and Block 
53, First Addition to Morris. 
 
 Ordinance No. 48, 3rd Series, adopted October 14, 2003, vacated the platted portion of South 
Street laying northeasterly of Columbia Avenue in the City of Morris. 
 
 Ordinance No. 85, 3rd Series, adopted June 23, 2009, vacated that portion of Colorado 
Avenue between East 5th Street and East 4th Street in the Railway Subdivision Block 70, in the 
City of Morris, AND vacated that portion of the alley adjacent to Block 75, Lots 1 and 12, 
Railroad Subdivision Block 70 in the City of Morris 
 
 Ordinance #87, 3rd Series, adopted May 24, 2011, vacates a portion of the utility easement 
in Block One of Riley’s Skyview Estates 1st Addition 
 
 Ordinance #96, 3rd Series, adopted October 14, 2014, vacates public rights of way and roads 
in the Riley’s Commercial Development Subdivision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Real Estate Acquisitions and Sales 
 
Ordinance  Date of  
  Number    Adoption    Brief Description 
 
  124   05-25-1920    Conveyance of real estate 
 
  125   07-13-1920    Conveyance of real estate 
 
  145   02-23-1925    Purchase of tourist camp 
 
  175   06-28-1937    Conveyance of real estate 
 
  182   03-21-1938    Purchase of gravel pit grounds 
 
  188   06-07-1939    Purchase of lands 
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  201   06-26-1944    Provide for purchase of gravel pits 
 
  202   10-14-1944    Conveyance of real estate 
 
  203   05-29-1945    Conveyance of real estate 
 
  213   06-23-1947    Sale of real property 
 
  219   07-20-1949    Conveyance of real estate 
 
  260   12-14-1959    Purchase of property for sewage purposes 
 
  266   01-25-1961    Purchase of land for Airport purposes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Conveyance and Sale of Real Estate 
 
 
 Ordinance No. 385, adopted November 9, 1976, conveys to the State of Minnesota certain 
property for use as Highway right-of-way, to-wit: part of the NE¼ of SE¼, 36-125N-42W, Gov't 
Lot 3, 31-125N-41W, and part of NE¼ of SE¼, 2-125N-42W. 
 
 Ordinance No. 404, adopted March 14, 1978, conveys to the State of Minnesota the 
following parcels for construction of Minnesota T.H. #59 and 9 By-Pass:  Parcel 3, S.P. 7507 
and Parcel 4, S.P. 7507. 
 
 Ordinance No. 427, adopted January 22, 1980, conveys to West Central Associated 
Builders, Lot 3, Block 1, West Lake View Addition; Lot 9, Block 59, First Addition to Original 
Town; Lot 3, Block 25 and Lot 1, Block 45 in Morris' First Addition to the City. 
 
 Ordinance No. 433, adopted September 23, 1980, conveys to Citizens Bank, Northwesterly 
5 feet of Lot 11, all of Lots 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 and Block 8 of Morris' First Addition to the 
Town (now City). 
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 Ordinance No. 435, adopted October 28, 1980, conveys to Staebler Trucking, Inc., part of 
NE¼, 11-124N-42W. 
 
 Ordinance No. 446, adopted October 13, 1981, conveys to West Central Associated 
Builders, Lots 6, 7,8, 9, 10 and Southeasterly 20 feet of Lot 11 in Block 8, Morris' First Addition 
to Town (now City). 
 
 Ordinance No. 452, adopted July 13, 1982, conveys to Robert W. Carr, Lot 14, Block 2. 
 
 Ordinance No. 456, adopted November 3, 1982, conveys to John Korngiebel, part of Lot 23, 
Subdivision Plat of Garden Lots Addition. 
 
 Ordinance No. 471, adopted May 28, 1985, conveys to Coca-Cola Bottling Company of 
Aberdeen, Inc., Lot 3, Block 3, Stevens County-Morris Industrial Part Addition and grants a 
two-year option to purchase Lot 2, Block 3, Stevens County-Morris Industrial Park Addition. 
 
 Ordinance No. 481, adopted March 10, 1987, conveys to K & L Properties, the South 20 
feet of the North 40 feet of Lot 5, Block 2, Elles University Addition. 
 
 Ordinance No. 485, adopted June 28, 1988, conveys to Stevens County, a parcel in the 
SW¼ of 12-124N-42, generally known as the Morris City Dump. 
 
 Ordinance No. 487, adopted December 27, 1988, conveys to Har-Morr Foods, Block 15, Lot 
5, Morris First Addition. 
 
  
 Conveyance and Sale of Real Estate (cont.) 
 
 Ordinance No. 1-90 (an emergency ordinance), adopted September 12, 1990, conveys to 
Morris Economic Development Authority, Lot 1, Block 3, Stevens County-Morris Industrial 
Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 497, adopted October 9, 1995, conveys to Morris Economic Development 
Authority, Lot 1, Block 3, Stevens County-Morris Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 506, adopted September 14, 1993, conveys to Regents of the University of 
Minnesota, a tract of land in the SE¼, 36-125N-42W. 
 
 Ordinance No. 509, adopted July 13, 1993, conveys to Thomas J. Stahler and Bonita G. 
Stahler, part of the SE¼. 2-124-42. 
 
 Ordinance No. 515, adopted May 24, 1994, conveys to Rudy Raths, Block 12, Lots 4 and 5, 
Original Town. 
 
 Ordinance No. 2, 3rd Series, adopted August 12, 1997, conveys to Carr Properties Lot 19, 
Block 4, Town of Morris, except the southwesterly 25.18 feet thereto. 
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 Ordinance No. 3, 3rd Series, adopted July 22, 1997, conveys to the Morris Community 
Industrial Development Corporation, a parcel in the southwest quarter of the northeast quarter of 
Section 11, Township 124 North, Range 42 West, in exchange for Lot 2, Block 2 of Morris 
Industrial Park (Repealed January 12, 1999 by Ordinance No. 18, 3rd Series). 
 
 Ordinance No. 4, 3rd Series, adopted July 22, 1997, conveys to Paul Kloos Lot 1, Block 2 of 
Morris Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 5, 3rd Series, adopted August 12, 1997, conveys to Duane L. Eggebraaten, 
Paul J. Rentz and James P. Rentz Lot 1, Block 1 of Morris Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 7, 3rd Series, adopted February 10, 1998, conveys to Mark McCollar a parcel 
in Section 35, Township 125 North, Range 42 West. 
 
 Ordinance No. 8, 3rd Series, adopted April 28, 1998, conveys to Paul and Gina Martin a 
parcel in Block 4, Town of Morris. 
 
 Ordinance No. 13, 3rd Series, adopted October 27, 1998, conveys to Gerald J. and Kathleen 
D. Hentges, Outlot B, First Addition to Stevens County-Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 18, 3rd Series, adopted January 12, 1999, repeals Ordinance No. 3, 3rd Series, 
which conveys property. 
 
 
 Conveyance and Sale of Real Estate (cont.) 
 
 Ordinance No. 19, 3rd Series, adopted January 12, 1999, conveys to the Morris Community 
Industrial Development corporation Lot 2, Block 2 of Stevens County-Morris Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 20, 3rd Series, adopted March 23, 1999, vacated certain public right-of-way 
in Island View Addition. 
 
 Ordinance No. 21, 3rd Series, adopted July 29, 1999, conveys to Scott Henrichs a portion of 
vacated Lake Avenue. 
 
 Ordinance No. 30, 3rd Series, adopted June 27, 2000, conveys real property at Lots 1 and 2 
in Block 37 in First Addition to Stevens Community Medical Center, Inc. 
 
 Ordinance No. 39, 3rd Series, adopted August 27, 2001, conveys to Kenneth and Diane 
Lesmeister, Lot 1, Block 1in Second Addition to Stevens County-Morris Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 58, 3rd Series, adopted April 26, 2005, conveys to Westmor Industries, LLC 
Lot 2, Block 3, Stevens County-Morris Industrial Park Addition 
 
 Ordinance No. 60, 3rd Series, adopted May 24, 2005, conveys to John Case-Minners Lot 4, 
Block 2, Second Addition to Stevens County-Morris Industrial Park Addition (REPEALED by 
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Ordinance No. 76, 3rd Series, adopted July 10, 2007 
 
 Ordinance No. 73, 3rd Series, adopted June 12, 2007, conveys to Donald D. Wohlers Block 
1, Lot 5, Original Townsite 
 
 Ordinance No. 76, 3rd Series, adopted July 10, 2007 REPEALS Ordinance No. 60, 3rd Series 
which conveyed to John Case-Minners Lot 4, Block 2, Second Addition to Stevens County-
Morris Industrial Park Addition 
 
 Ordinance No. 78, 3rd Series, adopted March 11, 2008, conveys to Timothy J. Loher and 
Darla L. Loher the West 790 feet of the North 960 feet of the North Half of the Northeast 
Quarter (1/2 NE ¼) of Section Twelve (12), Township One Hundred Twenty-four (124) North, 
Range Forty-two (42) West, also described as that part of the North Half of the Northeast 
Quarter (N ½ NE ¼) of Section Twelve (12), Township One Hundred Twenty-four (124) North, 
Range Forty-two (42) West, described by metes and bounds as follows:  Beginning at the 
Northwest corner of the above described tract, and running thence East a distance of 790 feet, 
and running thence South a distance of 960 feet, and running thence West a distance of 790 feet, 
and running thence North a distance of 960 feet to the place of beginning. 
 
 Ordinance No. 79, 3rd Series, adopted April 8, 2008, conveys to Bonanza Bean, LLC 
Section 11 Township 124 Range 42, Block 2, Lots 1 and 4, Second Addition to Stevens 
County/Morris Industrial Park. 
 
 Ordinance No. 84, 3rd Series, adopted February 24, 2009, conveys to Richard D. Hennen 
and Carrie J. Hennen Lot Three (3) and Lot Four (4), in Block Fourteen (14) in the Town, now 
City of Morris, EXCEPT that part described as follows:  Beginning at a point where the line 
between Lot four (4) and Lot Five (5), in Block Fourteen (14), meets the right of way of Pacific 
Avenue; thence Southwesterly along said line between Lot Four (4) and Lot Five (5), in Block 
Fourteen (14), a distance of 5 Feet; thence Southeasterly, parallel to Pacific Avenue, a distance 
of 50 Feet, more or less, to the line between Lot Three (3) and Lot Two(2), in  Block Fourteen 
(14); thence Northeasterly along said line between Lot Three (3) and Lot Two (2), in Block 
Fourteen (14), a distance of 5 Feet, more or less, to the right of way of Pacific Avenue; thence 
Northwesterly, along said right of way of Pacific Avenue, a distance of 50 Feet, more or less, to 
the point of beginning, together all hereditaments and appurtenances belonging thereto. 
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 Annexations 
 
Ordinance  Date of  
  Number    Adoption    Brief Description 
 
  216   02-16-1948    Annexing property 

  230   12-29-1951    Annexing property 

  252   08-15-1958    Annexing property 

  264   08-15-1960    Annexing property 

  268   06-21-1961    Annexing property 

  288   03-24-1964    Annexing property 

  311   05-16-1967    Annexing property 

  316   05-22-1968    Annexing property 

  317   07-18-1968    Annexing property 

  322   06-03-1969    Annexing property 

  331   12-03-1970    Annexing property 

  332   12-03-1970    Annexing property 

  382   07-27-1976    Annexing property 

  387   01-25-1977    Lots 14, 15, 16 and 17 of Lakeside Addition 
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  396   07-12-1977    Part of SE½, 2-124N-42W, approx. 8.24 acres 

  402   02-28-1978    Part of SE¼, 2-124N-42W, approx. 2.50 acres 

  9, 3rd Series  June 9, 1998    N. 660’ of SW ¼, Section 11, Twp. 124, R 42W 

          (amended by Ordinance #12, 3rd Series) 
  12, 3rd Series August 25, 1998   Amends No. 9, 3rd Series 

  24, 3rd Series January 11, 2000   Part of SE ¼ of NE ½ of Sect. 11, Township 124N, 

          Range 42W 

Resolution #2688-1-07 (Pursuant to Orderly Annexation Agreement) Accepting and Approving 
Joint Resolution for Orderly Annexation by and Between Morris and Darnen Townships and the 
City of Morris in Settlement of Minnesota Office of Administrative Hearings File No. OA-132-
11 Morris/Morris and Darnen Townships.  Approved by MN Office of Adm. Hearings 2/15/07. 
  
 
 
 
 Zoning Map Amendments 
 
  Ordinance      Date of 
    Number       Adoption 
     391       04-12-1977 
 
     392       04-12-1977 
 
     395       05-24-1977 
 
     397       07-12-1977 
 
     401       02-28-1978 
 
     443       04-28-1978 
 
     450       05-25-1981 
 
     455       11-03-1982 
 
     467       12-11-1984 
 
      469       04-23-1985 
 
     508       05-11-1993 
 
     23, 3rd Series     11-09-1999 
 
     26, 3rd Series     April 11, 2000 
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     28, 3rd Series     May 9, 2000 
 
     Emergency Ord. #1-02   January 22, 2002 
 
     46, 3rd Series     August 12, 2003 
 
     80, 3rd Series     May 13, 2008 
 
     88, 3rd Series     June 14, 2011 
 
     89, 3rd Series     November 22, 2011 
 
     98, 3rd Series     November 25, 2014 
 
  110, 3rd Series     August 28, 2018 
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 CONSUMPTION AND DISPLAY - ONE DAY LICENSE 178 
 DEFINITIONS 132 
 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEES 142 
 GAMBLING PROHIBITED 144 
 INSURANCE CERTIFICATE 142 
 
 LICENSE CONDITION AND UNLAWFUL ACT 141 
 LICENSE FEES - FIXING AND REFUNDMENT 142 
 LICENSE REGULATIONS 169 
 LIQUEUR-FILLED CANDY 145 
 LIQUOR LICENSE 155 
 LIQUOR SALES HOURS 162 
 MINORS - UNLAWFUL ACTS 143 
  
 MUNICIPAL DISPENSARY 177 
 ON-SALE WINE 163 
 ON-SALE WINE HOURS 163 
 PREMISES LICENSED 140 
 RENEWAL APPLICATIONS 140 
 SALE BY EMPLOYEE 141 
 
 SPORTS, CONVENTION OR CULTURAL FACILITIES LICENSE 161 
 SUNDAY SALES 161 
 TEMPORARY BEER LICENSE 148 
 TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE 161 
 UNLAWFUL ACTS 141, 144 
 WORKER'S COMPENSATION 145 
 
ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 253 
ASSESSMENT POLICIES 51 
 
 B 
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 28 
 BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 27 
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 28 
 EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 34 
 
 GENERALLY 27 
 HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT 28 
 HUMAN RIGHTS 32 
 LIBRARY 29 
 PARKS 30 
 



(04-14-97) 
 

913 

 PLANNING COMMISSION 27 
 POLICE CIVIL SERVICE 29 
 RENTAL HOUSING COMMISSION 34 
 TOURISM BOARD 724 
 TREE BOARD 31 
 ZONING ADJUSTMENT 384 
 
BUILDING CODE ADOPTED 120 
 
BUSINESS REGULATIONS 
 APPLICATION AND TRANSFER 186 
 APPLICATIONS 185 
 CARRYING OR POSTING 187 
 CONDITIONAL LICENSES 188 
 DANCES 195 
 DEFINITIONS 185 
 GAMBLING 197 
 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 188 
  
 LICENSE FEES 187 
 PAWNBROKERS 200 
 PENALTY FOR PROPERTY OWNER 187 
 RATE AND DENIAL HEARINGS 188 
 
 RENEWAL OF LICENSES 188 
 RESIDENTIAL RENTAL HOUSING 125 
 RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEE 188 
 SOLICITORS 197 
 TOBACCO 197 
 
 C 
 
CITATIONS 
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 VIOLATION 3 
 
DEFINITIONS, See ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES this index 132 
DEFINITIONS, See BUSINESS REGULATIONS this index 185 
DEFINITIONS, See LODGING TAX this index 720 
DEFINITIONS, See MUNICIPAL UTILITIES this index 67 
 
DEFINITIONS, See PUBLIC PROTECTION this index 285 
DEFINITIONS, See SHORELAND MANAGEMENT this index 595 
DEFINITIONS, See STREETS AND SIDEWALKS this index 210 
  
 
DEFINITIONS, See SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS this index 531 
DEFINITIONS, See TOURISM BOARD this index 720 
DEFINITIONS, See ZONING this index 360 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 CITY ATTORNEY 21 
 FINANCE 21 
 FIRE 20 
 POLICE 20 
 PUBLIC WORKS 21 
 ZONING 21 
 
DEPARTMENTS GENERALLY 20 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK 12 
DOGS, See PUBLIC PROTECTION this index 285 
 
 E 
 
ELECTION WARDS 59 
 
 F 
 
FACSIMILE SIGNATURES 11 
FILING OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS REQUIRED 59 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 12 
FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE CHARGES 353 
FRANCHISES 46 
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      G 
 
GOLF CARTS 253 

H 
 
HAZARDOUS BUILDINGS OR PROPERTIES              125 
 
 I 
 
INTERIM EMERGENCY SUCCESSION 12 
 
 L 
 
LICENSES, See ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES this index 132 
LICENSES, See PUBLIC PROTECTION this index 285 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LODGING TAX 
 ADMINISTRATION OF LODGING TAX 723 
 ADVERTISING NO LODGING TAX 721  
 APPEALS 724 
 APPLICATION OF PAYMENTS 723 
 COLLECTIONS 721 
 DEFINITIONS 720 
 ENFORCEMENT 723 
 EXAMINATION OF RECORDS 724 
 EXCEPTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS 721 
 FAILURE TO FILE RETURN 722 
 IMPOSITION OF LODGING TAX 721 
 INTEREST 723 
 MORRIS AREA TOURISM BOARD 724 
 PAYMENTS AND RETURNS 721 
 PENALTIES 723 
 PROCESSING RETURNS 722 
 USE OF PROCEEDS 724 
 

 M 
 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
 CONNECTION OR TAPPING PROHIBITED 70 
 CONTRACTUAL CONTENTS 67 
 DEFINITIONS 67 
 REFUSE COLLECTION 76 
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 RULES AND REGULATIONS 67 
 SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 90 
 
 SERVICE OUTSIDE CITY 70 
 SERVICES AND CHARGES A LIEN 70 
 STORM SEWER SYSTEM 105 
 WATER SERVICE 81 
 WATER SPRINKLING SERVICE LINE 112 
 
 P 
 
PARKING 
 CITY LOTS AND RAMPS 272 
 GENERAL PROHIBITIONS 268 
 HANDICAPPED PARKING 272 
 HOURS 269 
 IMPOUNDING AND REMOVING 272 
 
 LOADING ZONES 272 
 PARALLEL PARKING 269 
 RECREATION VEHICLES 268 
 REPAIR ON STREET 272 
 
 SELLING MERCHANDISE 272 
 SNOW ALERT 270 
 STREETS WITHOUT CURB 269 
 TRUCK PARKING 271 
 UNLAWFUL ACTS 269 
 
PENALTIES FOR EACH OFFENSE 3 
 
PERMITS REQUIRED 
 BUILDING 120 
 CONDITIONAL USE 386 
 MOVING BUILDINGS 121 
 PUBLIC PARKS 336 
 
 
PERMITS REQUIRED, See ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES this index 132 
PERMITS REQUIRED, See PUBLIC PROTECTION this index 285 
 
PERMITS REQUIRED, See STREETS AND SIDEWALKS this index 210 
PERMITS REQUIRED, See ZONING this index 360 
 
PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS 44 
PLANNING COMMISSION 360 
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PLATTING 
 CONVEYANCE BY METES AND BOUNDS 569 
 DEFINITIONS 531 
 FINAL PLAT 567 
 PRELIMINARY PLAT 551 
 PROCEDURES 539 
 PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS GENERALLY 580 
 REGISTERED LAND SURVEYS 568 
 VARIANCE CONDITIONS 581 
 VARIANCE PROCEDURES 582 
 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 48 
 
PUBLIC PROTECTION 
 ANIMAL LICENSING 293 
 ANIMAL WASTE 301 
 ANIMALS AND FOWL 300 
 CURFEW 329 
 
 DANGEROUS WEAPONS 320 
 DISORDERLY CONDUCT 322 
 FIRE, BURGLARY AND SAFETY ALARM REGULATIONS 353 
 FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE CHARGES 355 
 FIREARMS AND HUNTING 321 
 FIREARMS, SHOOTING AND CARRYING 349 
 
 GRAFFITI, ABATEMENT OF 311 
 HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS 309 
 NOISE POLLUTION REGULATIONS 349 
 OBSCENITY PROHIBITED 352 
 
 OBSTRUCTIONS 308 
 PARK RULES 336 
 PERMITTING NUISANCE 329 
 PRIVATE PROPERTY 307 
 
  
 PUBLIC NUISANCE 329 
 REFUSE, JUNK AND NUISANCE 285 
 SHADE TREE CONTROL 306 
 STORAGE TANKS REGISTRATION 330 
 
 TOBACCO 313 
 TRESPASS 311 
 TRESPASSES 322 
 WILD ANIMALS 298 
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REFUSE COLLECTION 76 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION & LICENSING 125 
     
 S 
 
SALARIES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 14 
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 90 
SENIOR CITIZEN HARDSHIP ASSESSMENT DEFERRAL 44 
SEWAGE TREATMENT 663 
 
SHORELAND 
 AGRICULTURE USE 639 
 ALTERATIONS 636 
 ALTERATIONS, TOPOGRAPHIC GRADING AND FILLING 636 
 ALTERATIONS, VEGETATION 636 
 CLASSIFICATION AND USE DISTRICTS 607 
 
 CONDITIONAL USES 652 
 DEFINITIONS 595 
 DISTRICTS 705 
 EXTRACTIVE USE (MINING) 640 
 FOREST MANAGEMENT 640 
 
 GENERAL PROVISIONS 594 
 LAKES 607 
 LAKES, GENERAL USE DISTRICT 706 
 LAKES, HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 706 
 LAKES, RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 705 
 
 LAKES, SPECIAL PROTECTION DISTRICT 705 
 LAKES, WATER-ORIENTED COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 706 
 LAND USE DISTRICTS, See ZONING this index 608 
 NON-CONFORMITIES 674 
 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS (PUD'S) GENERALLY 686 

 PUD APPLICATION 686 
 PUD CONVERSIONS 694 
 PUD DENSITY EVALUATION 689 
 PUD MAINTENANCE AND DESIGN CRITERIA 687 
 
 PUD MAINTENANCE DESIGN CRITERIA 687, 691 
 PUD OPEN SPACE REQUIEMENTS 687 
 PUD SUITABLE AREA EVALUATION 688 
 RIVERS AND STREAMS 607 
 RIVERS/STREAMS, GENERAL USE DISTRICT 708 
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 RIVERS/STREAMS, HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 707 
 RIVERS/STREAMS, RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 707 
 RIVERS/STREAMS, SPECIAL PROTECTION DISTRICT 707 
 RIVERS/STREAMS, WATER-ORIENTED COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 708 
 
 ROADS, DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING PLACEMENT 641 
 SETBACKS, STRUCTURES AND SEWAGE SYSTEMS 608 
 SHORELAND GENERALLY 594 
 STATUTORY AUTHORITY 594 
 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 639 
 
 USE DISTRICTS 607, 705 
 WATER SUPPLY AND SEWAGE TREATMENT 663 
 WATER SUPPLY/SANITARY PROVISIONS 623 
 ZONING PROVISIONS 623 
 
SHORELAND MANAGEMENT, See SHORELAND this index 594 
SPECIAL MEETINGS 10 
STORM SEWER SYSTEM 105 
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT                  
726 
  DEFINITIONS                     
726 
  ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND CONNECTIONS               
731 
  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT                
726 
  VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES            
732 
 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
 CONSTRUCTION 212 
 DEFINITIONS 210 
 ICE AND SNOW ON SIDEWALKS 211 
 
 LOAD LIMITS 220 
 NUMBERING OF HOUSES AND BUILDINGS 223 
 OBSTRUCTIONS 213 
 OPENINGS OR EXCAVATIONS 214 
 
 PARADES AND ASSEMBLIES 216 
 RESIDENTIAL PICKETING 222 
 SCOPE AND ORDERS OF OFFICERS 210 
 
 SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE 221 
 TRAFFIC AND PARKING 210 
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 TREES, GRASS AND WEEDS 217 
 VACATION 216 
 WATER MAIN AND SEWER INSTALLATION 221 
 
SUBDIVISION REGULATION, See PLATTING this index 531 
 
 T 
 
TOBACCO 197, 313 
TOURISM BOARD                     
724 
 
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 
 AVOIDING SIGNALS 243 
 BICYCLE REGULATION 235 
 EMERGENCY VEHICLES 243 
 
 EXHIBITION DRIVING 243 
 GOLF CARTS AND ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 253 
 HONKING HORNS 259 
 ONE-WAY STREETS 243 
 ROLLER SKATING AND SKATEBOARDS 260 
 
 SNOWMOBILES 249 
 STATUTES ADOPTED 235 
 TRUCK ROUTE 235 
 U-TURNS 237 
 
 V 
 
VARIANCE PROCEDURES, PLATTING 582 
VARIANCE, PLATTING 581 
 
 W 
 
WATER SERVICE 81 
WATER SUPPLY 661 
WORKER'S COMPENSATION 14, 142 
 
 Z 
 
ZONING 
 "CBD" DISTRICT, CENTRAL BUSINESS 428 
 "HB" DISTRICT, HIGHWAY BUSINESS 424 
 "I1" DISTRICT, LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 444 
 "I2" DISTRICT, HEAVY INDUSTRIAL 448 
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 "MC" DISTRICT, MUNICIPAL CONSERVANCY 463 
 "PUD" DISTRICT, PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 469 
 "R" DISTRICT, SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY RESIDENCE 407 
 "RF" DISTRICT, FARM RESIDENCE 404 
 "RM" DISTRICT, MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENT 410 
 
 ACCESS DRIVES 486 
 ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 487 
 ADMINISTRATION 384 
 AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS 489 
 
 AMENDMENTS 388 
 ANTENNA TOWERS 512 
 BILLBOARDS 511 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 384 
 
 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 386 
 CONDITIONAL USES, SHORELAND 652 
 DEFINITIONS 361 
 DISTRICT MAP 403 
 DISTRICT PROVISIONS, GENERAL 403 
  
 DISTRICT, CBD - CENTRAL BUSINESS 428 
 DISTRICT, HB - HIGHWAY BUSINESS 424 
 DISTRICT, I1 - LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 444 
 DISTRICT, I2 - HEAVY INDUSTRIAL 448 
 DISTRICT, MC - MUNICIPAL CONSERVANCY 463 
 DISTRICT, NC – NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL 413 
  
 DISTRICT, PUD - AMENDMENTS 475 
 DISTRICT, PUD - COORDINATION, SUBDIVISION CHAPTER 471 
 DISTRICT, PUD - DENSITY 470 
 DISTRICT, PUD - ENFORCEMENT SCHEDULE 473 
 DISTRICT, PUD - FINAL PLAN 473 
 
 DISTRICT, PUD - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 469 
 DISTRICT, PUD - GENERALLY 469 
 DISTRICT, PUD - OPEN SPACE 474 
 DISTRICT, PUD - PERMITTED USES 469 
 DISTRICT, PUD - PRE-APPLICATION MEETING 471 
 
 DISTRICT, PUD - PRELIMINARY PLAN 471 
 DISTRICT, PUD - PRELIMINARY PLAT 472 
 DISTRICT, PUD - REVIEW 475 
 DISTRICT, R - SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY RESIDENCE 407 
 
 DISTRICT, RF - FARM RESIDENCE 404 
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 DISTRICT, RM - MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 410 
 ENFORCING OFFICER 384 
 EXTERIOR STORAGE 494 
 
 FENCES 495 
 GENERAL PROVISIONS 383 
 GLARE 496 
 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 496 
 
 HOME OCCUPATIONS 496 
 LANDSCAPING 497 
 LOTS 498 
 MOBILE HOME PARKS 499 
 
 MOBILE HOMES 498 
 MULTI-FAMILY STRUCTURES 489 
 NONCONFORMING USES 383 
 NUISANCES 500 
 
 OFF-STREET LOADING 503 
 OFF-STREET PARKING 502 
 OFF-STREET PARKING/LOADING EXEMPTIONS 506 
 OFF-STREET PARKING/LOADING REQUIREMENTS 504 
 
 OFF-STREET PARKING/LOADING RESTRICTIONS 505 
 PARKING GENERALLY 501 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, ACCESS DRIVES 486 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 487 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS 489 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, ANTENNAS AND DISHES 512 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, BILLBOARDS 511 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, DRIVEWAY WIDTHS 486 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, EXTERIOR STORAGE 494 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, FENCES 495 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, GENERALLY 486 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, GLARE 496 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, HEIGHT REGULATIONS 496 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, HOME OCCUPATIONS 496 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING 497 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, LOTS 498 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, MOBILE HOME PARKS 499 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, MOBILE HOMES 498 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, MULTI-FAMILY STRUCTURES 490 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, NUISANCES 500 
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 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, OFF-STREET LOADING 503 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, OFF-STREET PARKING 502 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, OFF-STREET PARKING/LOADING 

EXEMPTIONS 506 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, OFF-STREET PARKING/LOADING 

REQUIREMENTS 504 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, OFF-STREET PARKING/LOADING 

RESTRICTIONS 505 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, PARKING GENERALLY 501 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS 486 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, PROHIBITED UNITS 494 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, PUD UTILITIES 506 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND 

EQUIPMENT 506 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, REFUSE 507 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SERVICE STATIONS 492 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SEWER SYSTEMS, PRIVATE 507 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGN LOCATION 510 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION 507 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGN PERMITS 507 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGN REGULATIONS 508 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGN REGULATIONS, GENERALLY 509 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGNS GENERALLY 507 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGNS, LIFETIME OF 511 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGNS, NON-CONFORMING 511 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS, SOLAR 
     FARMS AND COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS 511 
 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, TRAFFIC CONTROL/SIGHT DISTANCE 512 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, VACATED STREETS 513 
 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, YARD REGULATIONS 513 
 
 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS, SHORELAND 686 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 360 
 PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS 486 
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 RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 506 
 
 REFUSE 507 
 RULES 361 
 SATELLITE DISHES 512 
 SCREENING 497 
 
 SERVICE STATIONS 492 
 SEWER SYSTEMS, PRIVATE 507 
 SHORELAND DISTRICTS 705 
 SHORELAND MANAGEMENT, See SHORELAND this index 594 
 
 SIGHT DISTANCE 512 
 SIGN LOCATION 510 
 SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION 507 
 SIGN PERMITS 507 
 
 SIGN REGULATIONS 508 
 SIGN REGULATIONS, GENERALLY 509 
 SIGNS GENERALLY 507 
 SIGNS, LIFETIME OF 511 
 
 SIGNS, NON-CONFORMING 511 
 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS, SOLAR FARMS AND COMMUNITY 
   SOLAR GARDENS                                                                                              

 511   
 SUBDIVISION REGULATION, See PLATTING this index 531 
 TRAFFIC CONTROL 512 
 
 UNLAWFUL ACTS 524 
 UNLAWFUL ACTS, ZONING 524 
 VACATED STREETS 513 
 VARIANCE PROCEDURE 385 
 
 VARIANCES 385 
 WATER SUPPLY AND SANITARY PROVISIONS 623 
 YARD REGULATIONS 513 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


